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PIR E IF A (CIE

TO THE TWENTY-THIRD VOLUME.

W y E cannot but reflect, with some degree of satisfaction, that amidst

other valuable naval documents, which our Curonicle has either originally

brought forward, or been the means of rescuing from oblivion, it has given

to the profession two biographical memoirs of eminent admirals, from me

moranda, written by themselves, viz. Lord Nelson and Lord Collingwood;

and in our presentVolume we have inserted an exact copy of the letter which

we received from the latter officer." To expatiate on the utility of this bio

graphical department of our work, which has now been extended throughout

twenty-three Volumes, would be superfluous: and yet we have thus ventured

to glance at it, from the great difficulty we sometimes experience, in pro

curing information on this head from naval men of acknowledged talents and

reputation. We sometimes, therefore, may seem to neglect names, which

ought to appear in our biography, when the real cause of such omission does

not rest with ourselves, but with the over delicacy of those leading characters

in the navy, to whom we had applied. This delicacy, as it merits the respect

of every one, and marks that modesty which invariably attends real merit,

has been always respected by us. . Many biographical memoirs that have

been drawn up from materials furnished by the friends of naval officers, have

frequently afterwards been withdrawn by us, on finding this nervous deli

cacy of professional men alarmed, and others of less importance, and that

frequently at a short notice, substituted instead. Notwithstanding this, and

various other difficulties which attend the publication of the biography of

living officers, we shall still endeavour to preserve an historical source of so

much interest, and we may add national benefit: for unless these memoirs

of the public services of naval officers be written under their own eye as it

were, or from documents furnished by their relations or friends, the naval

history of the present eventful period will abound with those errors and

false statements, which too much disgrace the pages of all that have

appeared, since the biographical naval history by Campbell. Beatson has

less of them than any gther writer, in his naval and military memoirs; but

even Beatson is not without them, and must in this respect yield the palm

to Charnock. How little dependance should, in general, be placed on our

recent naval historians, appears from a curious fact in Clarke and M'Arthur's

Life of Nelson; from which it is shewn, that all the preceding accounts even

of the Battle of the Nile, were entirely incorrect, and that the leading in of

our fleet between the French line of battle and the shore, was directly con

trary to the design and intention of Nelson. The utility and necessity there

fore must be apparent, of bringing forward, as much as possible, the memoirs

of the public services of naval officers whilst they are alive to illustrate

such accounts.

With these ideas, we have long been preparing a memoir of the public

services of the late Sir Alexander Ball, (as mentioned in the preface to our

last Volume) which still remains on our table, from a wish to make it as

full and correct as possible; and that of Sir R. Keats we still hope to ob

tain, but it will be with difficulty. We have, however, in the present

Volume, brought forward the outline of a biographical memoir of the late

Sir Thomas Troubridge, whose professional character has been so fully

illustrated by Mr. Clarke in the Life already mentioned. We are

aware, that the early part of Sir Thomas Troubridge's career, particularly

whilst he served in ii. under Sir Edward Hughes, though little

known, was very creditable to him ; but we have hitherto been sun

fortunate in not gaining its correct details : should we eventually suc

ceed, they shall appear as in similar instances, under the head of

Addenda. This zealous officer was the son of a tradesman, who lived in

*Addenda to the biographical memoir of Lord Collingwood, page 379.
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Craven-street, in the Strand: he was the architect therefore of his own

fortune, and the master of his own education—his professional fame, and

interesting letters, amply shew how well he succeeded in both respects.

Our memoir of the late Captain Richard Bowen, as another eminent eleve

of Lord St. Vincent, has been inserted in the same Volume, (pages 353–

$84) from documents that may be depended on. It was our duty to give

this memoir a preference to any other; and we feel much indebted to an

early friend, who procured the materials for us; since no other monument

exists of this gallant officer, excepting the one which his father raised in the

church of his native place; however humble ours may appear, it may tend

to render Captain Bowen's eminent services more generally known by his

countrymen, and imitated by the rising characters in his profession. We

trust that this memoir will be succeeded by one of the public services of

his worthy brother, who is a Commissioner of the Transport Board. To

these we have added some account of thelº career of the late

Vice-admiral George Darby (page 89.) Of t

And of Admiral Shuldham (page 441.). To all of these memoirs, correct

- e late Admiral John Carter

Allen (page 177.) Of the late Admiral Marriott Arbuthnot (page 259.)

and well-engraven portraits are prefixed. Of the naval characters to which

we are desirous to give our attention, we wish some friend would rescue

the biography and services of Captain Jamie Ferguson from oblivion.

To the various Correspondents, who continue so much to enrich the

Chronici E with their lucubratious and communications, our thanks are

particularly due. To Trident, for his letter on the Sea Fencibles,

(page 87) in answer to the attack which had been made on that Corps by

Agricola. To a sincere and judicious Friend to real Merit, we are

indebted for the letter respecting our too much neglected lieutenants,

addressed to Lord Mulgrave, (page 41) and we trust this Correspondent will

give his further attention to this invaluable class of men, who have done so

much and received so little. Ilad either Mr. Pitt lived, or Lord Melville

prevented General Lord Mulgrave from so tenaciously retaining his seat at

the Board, we think that something would have been done: and, in justice

to Mr. Pitt, we shall take this opportunity of declaring, whitt we have

heard some of his friends assert, that if that ministcr had lived, it was cer

tainly his intention to appoint a distinct Order for Naval Merit. Without

this, the distinctions and rewards of naval officers are strangely confused :

for how are the public, and the profession, to judge of the order of knight

hood which is conferred on any officer for acts of heroism and enterprise;

and the order of knighthood, which is frequently received, merely, for

bringing up an Address?—Our thanks are always readily given to Sir Joseph

Senhouse, for his valuable communications, annongst which may be ranked

his letter, page 103, containing his Suggestions for the Safety of Vessels,

when sailing up and down dangerous Rivers during the Night. In the

same page, we think we observe a communication from an old friend, at

tle end of the Naval Anecdotes, respecting Some alarming alterations in

the Bed of the Thames.—We are indebted to B.Y. (page 106) for his

List of those Naval Officers, who have received the revived Portuguese

Order of the Tower and Sword.

Our Correspondent T. L. D. has favoured us (page 188) with a clear

Account of Captain Manby's Mode of obtaining communication with ship

wrecked Vessels, by means of a barbed shot fired from a mortar. Something

of this kind, was long since suggested to us by an officer of high rank in the

servi 2. Tim Weatherside has obligingly communicated (page 190) A Copy

of the Official Letter sent by Captain Tremenheere, of the East India Ser

vice, to N. B. Edmonstone, at Calcutta, respecting the loss of the Hon.

C. mpany's Ship Asia. on the Gillingham Sand. -

Spector's letter (page 194) appears to have merited the attention of the

Board, and as such we have presented it to the notice of the profession :

the half pay of our captains and commanders, does not keep pace with

either the advance of every article of life, or the gratitude of their country.

- *

-

** *
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Spector further illustrates the same subject, at page 290. Captain Clem.

Sheyd, of the Munro sloop of war, has suggested, at page 196, an inge

nious mode of giving a ship head way. ... We hope this communication is the

forerunner of others Captain S. will favour us with... Our Correspondent

Robur has continued to add to the interest of our Chronicle, by bringing

forward (page 197) the courage and enterprise of preceding centuries.

We thank Steropes for his communication (page 285). E. G.F.'s excellent

letter On the%.andAppeal Courts, is inserted at page 287. We are

much obliged to Captain Ricketts, R.N. (page 291) for his liemarks on Cap

tain Manby's Erperiments for obtaining communication with the shore in cases

Shipwreck; and also to another Correspondent for Captain Townlinson's

indication of his conduct, in having disputed the right of la Nymphe and

Aurora, to share for the Spanish Packet l'Edad de Oro (page 292).

Lieutenant Hillicr's Journal of an Ercursion from Jaffa to Jerusalem, is

inserted at page 297. The communication of similar Journals, which are

often made by naval officers and then too often lost and destroyed, would

be thankfully received by us. Our valuable Correspondent, W. H. has

rendered the future historian an essential service by the communication of .

the Official Letters of the Hon. Captain Duncan, while on the Medi

terranean Station, which had never before appeared, (pages 390–397).

We particularly request, as we already have done in a preceding

Preface, a copy of such official lettors, as the brave writers of then

may consider to have been too much condensed, or unfairly omitted.

A Templar's judicious Observations on the Sinecure Appointments in

the Marines, addressed to the Right Hon. S. Perceval, (page 398)

was transmitted frcm one of our carliest friends. In common with

the rest of our readers, we have perused Mr. Boone's well-written Narra

tive of the unprecedented distress of the wretched crew of the Nautilus,

(page 404) with emotions of sorrow and horror, at the manner in which

their distress was insulted by the barbarous crew of an unknown vessel.

We are sorry that so few of A. F. Y.'s communications have been received,

since they always add so much to the value of our Chronicle. His letter

on Duelling, with some excellent advice to officers how best to prevent

that waste of life, which a sudden gust of anger is too apt to occasion, is

printed atF. 400; and his valuable letterº456—459) on the strange

neglect which naval officers often meet with when they bring forward

claims that demand the attention and remuneration of government, (as

arising from an observation and example in our review of Clarke and

M“Arthur's Life of Lord Nelson) will be read with gratitude by every pro

fessional man, and we trust by many others. A Friend and constant

Reader, at page 460, has sent us an interesting extract from the Monthly

Magazinc, respecting a proposed plan for building marine cottages along

our coasts, for the benevolent purpose of preventing shipwrecks, or afford-...

ing assistance in case of distress. They would also, in his opinion, form a "

nursery for seamen, and might serve as signal houses, for many public ser

vices. Our kind Correspondent's (E. G. F) letter, with Admiral Berkeley's

Address to his Constituents, with an addition to our short account of Lord

Cochrane's speech, March 9, (not May, as erroneously printed) is inserted

º 461–404.) And we should esteem it a very particular favour if

G. F. would assist by occasionally noticing such naval speeches in Par

liament, as we have either inadvertently passed over, or too much con

densed. Robur's curious extract from one of the Gazettes in July, 1685,

respecting the burning of two of the enemy's ships in a harbour on the

coast, by a detachment of our boats, appears at page 464. We observe

the name of Brisbane, amongst time heroes of that day. • *.

Our LETTERs on SER vice, copied verbatium from the London Gazette,

continue the naval history of the period, from Captain West's account of

the very spirited at ack that was made in July last, on a convoy of the

enemy, which had anchored under a fortress at Duin, -o the westward of

Trieste, by the boats of the Excellent, a corn, and Bastard, (page 72.) to

Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez transmission of three letters from Captain

Mason, of his Majesty's ship the Fisgard, giving an account of the capture

and destruction..., privateers by the beats of that ship,(p. 176) We are

mortified, in common with others who are attached to the naval profession,

*
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- in seeing the official letters of officers, so interesting to the public, now con

tinually omitted in the Gazette; and a mere notice made, that the admiral

on the station in question, has transmitted a letter from Captain y

giving an account of his having captured, &c. This practice, if we mistake

not, originated under the administration of General Lord Mulgrave, and

will not, we trust, be continued by Mr. Yorke. We have already alluded

to this new mode, in the Preface to our twenty-second Volume. Amidst

the Letters on Service, Commodore Owen's must always claim a particular

attention. There is an energy and a terseness in his language, that are very.

congenial with his character, (see pages 78, 79, 82.) The capture of

Guadaloupe was announced (page 839) in Admiral Sir A. Cochrane's

Gazette letter, February 8, 1810, brought to England by Captain Stanfell,

of the Scorpion. And the complete subjugation of the French West India

Islands, to which his Majesty alluded in his Speech, as a glorious and un

precedented event; which was accomplished by Commodore Fahie, of his

Majesty's ship the Abercrombie, in conjunction with the force under Briga

dier-general Harcourt; was thus made known by Admiral Cochrane, (page

431): *...; of France and Holland, no longer wave in the Antilles;

an event singular in itself, and which I hope will prove beneficial to my

country. Captain Sir J. S. Yorke, now a Lord of the Admiralty, has an

opportunity given him to reward the exertions of his brave officers, as men

tioned in his letters to the Board, (pages 428, 429,430.) Particularly

those of Lieutenant Guion, which were thus noticed by Sir Joseph : the

barge of this ship, in which he was, being the fleetest boat, advanced most

gallantly along the rear of the enemy's line to their third boat; but finding

from circumstances the rear boat was the only one likely to be successfully

attacked, he boarded, and carried her sword in hand. The gallantry of cap

tains Ballard, Miller, and Elliott, of the royal navy, and of Lieutenants

Belchier and Carr, in the West Indies, transmitted to the Board by

Admiral Sir A. Cochrane, is detailed in Captain Ballard's and Captain

Miller's official letters (pages 165, 166.) The noble manner in which the

French frigates, the Loire and Seine, (whilst moored in a strong position in

Ance la Barque, with their broadsides toward the entrance which was

defended by a heavy battery) were destroyed by the judicious arrange

ment made by Captain Ballard, of the Sceptre, is narrated by Admiral Sir

A. Cochrane, (page 168) who had only an opportunity of "witnessing the

engagement. As the admiral informs us, Captain Caumeron, of the Ha

zard, with the boats of the squadron, gallantly landed, and stormed the

batteries, which were annoying our ships both with cannon and musketry;

and, in the act of hauling down the encmy's colours, he fell by a swivel

shot: Lieutenant Jenkins, also, first of the Blonde, was killed. An official

account of our naval proceedings in the East Indies, and of the good

effects which have arisen from the blockade of the Isles of France and

-Bourbon, are given by Admiral Bertie, (page 251). - -

Some useful Philosophical PAPERs, will, as usual, be found in the

present Volume; but the limits of our Preface will not permit us to enume

rate them. -

Four HIYDRographical PAPERs occur at pages, 44, 310, 415, and 490.

We think this one of the most useful subjects in our work, and earnestly

entreat our friends to be liberal in such contributions.

To conclude, we beg leave gratefully to acknowlege the continued pa

tromage our work has received,since we launched it, in 1799; and although

twenty-three Volumes are now complete, (which may take up some space)

yet we think sufficient spare room might be found in each adumiral's and

captain's cabin, ward-room, and even cockpit, in every ship and vessel in

his Majesty's service, and that of the Hon. East India Company's, for a Set

of the Naval Chrox icle. We do therefore hereby REcotºxif x d that tire

captains, &c. of such ships and vessels, as may not be already in possession

of the said work, do, without loss of time, transmit orders for the saint,

(through their agent's hands) to our Publisher, Mr. Joyce Gold, 103,

Shoe-lane, London, under pain of our high displeasure.
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e MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

-

of Trie LATE

SIR. THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART.

REAR-ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE SQ UADRON.

-

“Quis desiderio sit pudor aut modus

, Tam chari Capitis. HoR.

“ Think of him,

Ye who rejoice, with those you love, at eve,

When winds of winter shake the window frame,

And more endear your fire—O think of him :"

Bowles,

IS commencing the twenty-third Volume of the NAVA1.

Chronicle, it becomes our melancholy duty to make an

humble offering at the shrine of departed merit; to collect, as it

were, into a focus, some of those brilliant actions, which, singly,

irradiated the earlier pages of our work; to deliver down to pos

terity a brief memoir of the public services of one, who, though

prematurely

“Cut off from nature's and from glory's course,

Which never mortal was more fond to run,”

will long be remembered as a pattern of professional excellence,

of undaunted valour, and of patriotic worth.

We obtrude not these sentiments merely as our own ; but as

comprising the opinion of one, whose judgment will not be lightly

called in question—the illustrious Nelson.

We are unacquainted with the year of the late Sir Thomas

Troubridge's birth; but we understand, that he entered the ser.

£ab, ºſtron. (Hol. XXIII. is
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vice, as midshipman, on board the Sea Horse, Captain Farmer,”

with whom he proceeded to india, in 1773. He remained in

*

* The death of this officer, a few years afterwards, was attended by such

remarkable circumstances, that we shall be readily excused for stating

them.—Having returned to England, he, in 1779, commanded the Quebec

frigate, of 32 guns. At day-break. on the 6th of October, in that year,

while on a cruise, in company with the Rambler cutter, Lieutenant George,

about fifteen leagues to the south-west of Ushant, he discovered a large

French frigate and a cutter. The frigate proved to be la Surveillante, of

40 guns; 28 eighteen-pounders, and 12 six-pounders. By ten o'clock the

frigates were close alongside of each other, when they commenced a most

furious engagement, which continued for three hours and a half; at the

expiration of which they were both totally dismasted, and locked together.

Unfortunately, the Quebec, by firing through her sails, which were lying

over the side, took fire; aid, in despite of every effort to extinguish the

flames, she continued to burº, with unremitting fury, till six in the even

ing, when she blew up, with her colours flying, and her brave commander,

with most of his gallant officers and crew, perished.

“Words cannot describe,” says the cditor of the New Baronetage, “the

gallantry and magnanimity displayed by Captain "Farmer on this occasion,

not only in the engagement, but the fatal catastrophe with which it was

attended. Having his arm broken towards the close of the engagement, he

tied his handkerchief round the shattered part of the bone, and then

addressed his men as follows: “My lads ! this is warm work; therefore

keep up your fire with double spirit; we will die or conquer l'

“When the ship took fire, the captain, the first lieutenant, and many of

the crew, remained on board; but most of the men jumped into the sea,

where numbers perished in sight of those on board the ship. The fire now

raging with more violence, the captain was requested to attempt saving

himself; but he refused every solicitation ; and declared he would not quit

the ship while there remained another man on board. By degrees the num

ber of his companions grew less and less, and he saw inevitable destruction

fast approaching; he entreated the remainder to jump into the sea, whilst

he sat on the fluke of the sheet anchor, waiting with heroic fortitude

the dreadful explosion, which at last numbered him with departed

heroes.”

We have seen another account, however, which states, that Captain

Farmer threw himself into the sea, before the explosion took place;

but, in consequence of his wound, and the loss of blood, and extreme

weakness resulting therefront, he was incapable of any cxcrtion, and soon

perished.—As a proof of the public sense of Captain Fariner's gallant con

duct, a penion was settled upon his widow, and his son was created a .

Baronet. -
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India, till some time after the arrival of the intelligence of the

general peace of 1783. Of the manner in which he was employed,

during this period, we have very little information ; a circum

stance proceeding, in some measure, from the aversion which he

always felt, from speaking of himself, or of his services. It is pro

bable, however, that he was engaged in the action with Tranjolly, .

in August, 1778, and in some, if not all, of the subsequent ren

counters with the French admiral, Sufi rein.

On the 1st of January, 1783, having passed the intermediate’

ranks of lieutenant and master and commander, he was made post

in the Active frigate, of 32 guns.—in the month of April follow

ing, when General Stuart's attack upon Cuddalore had been

resolved on, Captain Troubridge, in the Active, with Captain

Halliday, in the Isis, Captain White, in the San Carlos, Captain

Sir it. J. Strachan, in the Naiade, and Captain Buller, in the

Chaser, was appointed to cover and protect the Pondicherry,

Minerva, and Harriet store-ships, which Sir Edward Hughes, the

commander-in-chief, had directed to carry military stores and

provisions, for the service of the army.

Captain Troubridge afterwards commanded another ship in

India, with the name of which we are unacquainted; and, when

-

The Rambler brought the French cutter to action at eleven o'clock, and

continued closely engaged with her till nearly two, when the enemy set all

his sail and bore away. The Rainiler's ri-wing and sails were so much

damaged, that it was in vain to pursue; and, perceiving the disabled state

of the two frigates, and that the Quebec was on fire, she hastened to her

relief; but as she was at some distance to leeward, with little wind and a

great swell, she was unable to render her any other assistance, than that of

sending her boat, which brought on board two midshipmen and 14 seamen.

A Russian vessel, which happened to be passing the wreck, saved thirteen

more of the crew.—Lieutenant George mentioned, in his official letter, as a

reason for not endeavouring to save more of the unfortunate crew, that the

enemy's frigate fired at his boat in passing from the Quebec to the cutter ;

but this circumstance was soon after cleared up, much to the honour of the

enemy, who, while in the act of towing their ship out of the reach of the

flames, saved the lives of Mr. Roterts, the first lieutenant, the second

lieutenant of marines, the surgeon, and 35 of the crew. Lieutenant George,

it appeared, mistook the guns of the Quebec, which went off as they became

heated, for those of the enerny.
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Sir Edward Hughes returned to England, in 1784, he accompanied

him, as his flag captain, in the Sultan."

He now enjoyed an interval of relaxation from service; in the

course of which (in 1787) he married a lady of the name of Rich

ardson, the relict of H. Richardson, Esq. formerly governor of

one of our colonial possessions.

In 1790, Captain Troubridge was appointed to the Thames

frigate, of 32 guns, in which he proceeded to the East Indies;

and, in the autumn of the following year, in consequence of Com

modore Cornwallis having received intelligence that some neutral

ships, under imperial and French colours, were expected to arrive

on the coast of Malabar, from Europe, laden with ammunition and

ordnance stores for the use of Tippoo Sultan's army, he was

employed in the following squadron, for the purpose of examining.

all the suspicious vessels that might arrive:—

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

Hon. William Cornwallis, Commodcre
Crown -------- 64 Captain M. Delgarno.

Leopard ------ 50 J. Blanket.

Perseverance ... 36 J. Smith.

Phoenix-------- 36 Sir R. J. Strachan.

Vestal - - - - - - - - 28 G. A. Byron.

Thames - - - - - - - 32 — T. Troubridge.

Ariel......... - 14 – R. Moorson.

Atalanta - - - - - - 14 J. Schomberg.

This squadron brought to, and searched several French ships,

but without discovering any merchandise or stores of a contraband

nature. The Resolu, French frigate, with two merchantmen in

company, resisted an attempt to board, and discharged a broadside

into the Phoenix, which led to an action that lasted five-and

twenty minutes; when the Resolu struck, having 25 men killed.

and 40 wounded. The Phoenix had 6 killed, and 11 wounded. +

Captain Troubridge soon afterwards returned to England; and,

in 1793, he was appointed to another frigate, the Castor, of 32

• The Superbe, Sir Edward Hughes's former flag-ship, was forced from

her anchors in Tellicherry Road, in a gale of wind, and, drifting on shore,

struck upon a rock, and sunk, on the 5th of November, 1783.

+ Wide biographical memoir of Admiral Cornwallis, Naval Chroniclf,

Vol. VII. page 18.



The LATE siR Thomas TRouhRIDGE, BART. 5

guns.-On the 10th of May, 1794, while convoying fourteen sail

of vessels from Guernsey and Jersey, bound to Newfoundland, he

had the misfortune to be captured in the Bay, with the whole of

the convoy, by a French squadron. His captivity, however,

proved of but very short duration; as, on the 29th of the same

month, the Castor was retaken, by the Carysfort frigate, Captain

Francis Laforey, then on a cruise in the Bay.*

* The number of men (200) was equal in the Castor and the Carysfort;

but, while the former had 32 guns, the latter had only 28. The action was

well fought, for an hour and 15 minutes; in the course of which, the enemy

had 16 men killed, and nine wounded: the Carysfort, one killed, and 16

wounded.

On the arrival of the Carysfort and her prize in port, the principal

officers and commissioners of the navy put in a claim for the ship, &c. the

same of right belonging to them, for the use of his Majesty. To this claiun,

an opposition was made on the part of the commander, officers, and crew of

the Carysfort. The French captain, in answer to the 4th interrogatory,

stated, that he had been appointed to the command of the Castor by the

French admiral, commander of a division of the naval army of the French

Republic, by whose orders and commission he took possession of her at sea,

as of a ship of war in the service of the Republic; the said admiral having

been invested with the power and authority to condemn prizes, and to arm,

fit out, and equip such ships as he might take, and think calculated for the

purpose as ships of war in the service of the French Republic, without first

sending them to France to pass through any formal process; and that the

said frigate, the Castor, had been so armed, equipped, and fitted out

accordiº-fly.—The question therefore was, whether, under the circumstances

of the case, the re-captors should have the whole of the prize, or only pro

portional salvage? .

Sir James Marriot, Judge of the High Court of Admiralty, in a speech

of some length, in which he made several observations on the unequal dis

tribution of prize-money in like cases between his Majesty's ships of war

and privateers, wherein the latter are entitled to a sixth, as salvage for re

captures, while the former have only one-eighth ; at the same time

instanced, that in former wars, ships belonging to his Majesty, re-taken by

his Majesty's ships, were entitled to only a salvage of one-eighth. But as

there is a general sweeping clause in the latter part of the section in the

present prize-act, which says, “That if any ship or vessel re-taken, shall

appear to have been, after the taking of his Majesty's cnemies, by them set

forth as a ship of war, the said ship or vessel shall not be restored to the

former owners or proprietors, but shall in all cases, whether re-taken by his

Majesty's ships, or by any privateer, be adjudged a lawful prize for the

benefit of the captors.”—Sir James Marriot accordingly pronounced, that

the whole value of his Majesty's ship the Castor, re-captured under the cir

cunstances in question, should be adjudged to be lawful prize to the

captors.
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Soon after his liberation, Captain Troubridge was appointed to

• the Culloden, of 74 guns; in which, in February, 1795, he sailed

with the fleet under the command of Earl Howe, to escort the

East, and West India, and other convoys. clear of the Channel ;

and was then for some time employed in cruising off Brest, and in

the Bay. In May, he joined the Mediterranean fleet, at that

time under the command of Vice-admiral Hotham ; and, in the

indecisive action of the 13th of July, he consequently bore a

part.*

Captain Troubridge continued on the Mediterranean station ;

and, on the morning of the memorable 11th of February. 1797,

he was the first that descried the Spanish fleet; of the approach of

which, Sir John Jervis, the commander-in-chief, had been the day

before apprized, by the arrival of Commodore Nelson, in la

Minerve. FIn the action which ensued, the Culloden was emi

nently distinguished. The morning was dark and hazy, when, at

half-past six, she made the signal for five sail in the south-west

quarter; a little after eight, the British squadron was prepared for

battle ; by forty minutes after ten, it was ascertained that the

enemy's flect consisted of twenty-five sail of the line; which, soon

after eleven, were visible to every ship in Admiral Jervis's squa

dron. At the time last mentioned, the ships first discovered by the

Culloden were separated from the main body of their fleet, which

was bearing down in some confusion to join them. It is believed

to have been Sir John Jervis's intention, at first, to cut off these

five advanced ships; but, in consequence of the near position of

the main body, he afterwards formed the fleet in a line-of-battle

a-head, as was most convenient and practicable. At about

twenty minutes past cleven, the admiral's intention to pass through

the enemy's line was communicated ; the signal to engage was

then immediately made ; and, in about ten minutes, the Culloden

began to fire at the enemy's headmost ships, to windward. Sir

John Jervis's object of cutting the line was speedily and effectually

* Wide NAval. Cunosicº, Vol. IX. page 355.

# Ibid. Vol. III. page 173.

# A comparative view of the force of the British and Spanish fleets, with

the order of battle, is given in the fourth Volume of the Naval CH Rox icle,

page 36.

l
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accomplished, by the steady fire of the centre of the British line,

ordered against that part of the Spanish fleet, which had thus been

reduced to the necessity of forming on the larboard tack, the ships

of which it was composed were thrown out of the action till the

close of the day; and Sir John Jervis had consequently the oppor

tunity of paying his whole attention to the main body of the enemy

to windward, reduced, by the division of the line, to eighteen sail.

A little after twelve o'clock, the signal was made for the British

fleet to tack in succesion, and, soon after, the signal for again

passing the enemy's line. Commodore Nelson, perceiving the

Spanish admiral's design of joining his ships to leeward, by wearing

round the rear of the British line, had no sooner passed the Spanish

rear, than he wore and stood on the other tack towards the enemy.

In executing this prompt and decisive manoeuvre, he found himself

alongside of the Spanish admiral, in the Santissima Trinidada, of

136 guns, which was supported by a three-decker a-head, and

another a-stern. To relieve him from this perilous situation, the

Culioden and the Blenheim pressed forward, and succeeded in

attracting a portion of the enemy's attention; and by the subse

quent approach of Rear-admiral Parker, with the Prince George,

Orion, Irresistible, and Diadem, the Spanish admiral was com

pelled to relinquish his intention of rejoining his ships to leeward,

and to make the signal for his main body to haul their wind and

make sail on the latboard tack. The advantage, now evidently in

favour of the British, continued so ti!! the close of the action, in

the evening. The glorious result is well known ; * but it is proper

to state, on the credit of the journal of an officer belonging to Sir

John Jervis's fleet, that, in the course of the engagement, Captain

Troubridge, in the Culloden, of 71 guns, and Commodore Nelson,

in the Captain, of the same force, turned the whole van of the

Spanish fleet, consisting of three first rates, and four 74 or 80

gun-ships. #

The total loss sustained by the English in this engagement,

amounted, in killed and wounded, to 300 men; of which, in the

• Circumstantial accounts of the engagement of the 14th of February,

will be found in Vol. III. page 174, and Vol. IV. page 35, of the Naval

Chitoxic E.

* Wide Naval Clinosicle, Vol. IV. page 38.
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Culloden, were 10 killed, and 47 wounded. In the Spanish ships

which were taken were 693 killed and wounded; and those which

escaped must have suffered considerably.

On the 16th of February, Sir John Jervis put into Lagos Bay,

to secure his prizes, and to repair the damages which his squadron

had sustained. On the same day, he issued his general thanks to

the officers of the flect, declaring, “ That no language he was

possessed of could convey the high sense which he entertained of

their exemplary conduct, and that the late signal victory was

entirely to be attributed to their determined valour and dis

cipline.” “

On the 16th of February, also, with his official despatch,+

Sir John Jervis transmitted the following private letter to Earl

Spencer, at that time First Lord of the Admiralty, respecting the

conduct of certain officers concerned in the engagement:-

“ MY lord,

“The correct conduct of every officer and man in the squadron on the

14th instant, made it improner to distinguish one more than another in my

public letter, because I am confident that had those who were least in

action been in the situation of the fortunate few, their behaviour would not

have been less meritorious. Yet to your lordship it becomes me to state,

that Captain Troubridge, in the Culloden, led the squadron through the

enemy in a masterly style, and tacked the instant the signal flew ; and was

gallantly supported by the Blenheim, Prince George, Orion, Irresistible,

and Colossus. The latter had her fore and forc-top-sail yards wounded,

and they unfortunately broke in the slings in stays, which threw her out and

impeded the tacking of the Victory. Commodore Nelson, who was in the

rear on the starboard tack, took the lead on the larboard, and contributed

very much to the fortune of the day, as did Captain Collingwood; and, in

the close, the San Josef and San Nicholas having fallen foul of each other,

the Captain laid them on board, and Captain Berry, who served as a volun

teer, entered at the head of the boarders, and Commodore Nelson followed

immediately, and took possession of them both.”

We have copied the above valuable and important document

from Clarke and M*Arthur's splendid Life of Lord Nelson, from

two motives: that of shewing the estimation in which Captain

Troubridge's services were holden by his commander-in-chief; and

* Wide CIA REE and M'ART ht R's Life of Lord Nelson.

* I'ide Naval CuroNicLE, Vol. IV. page 35.
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that of endeavouring to do away a misconception which has pre

vailed, respecting that veteran chief, Earl St. Vincent himself. In

consequence of his lordship having omitted specifically to notice

the exertions of such officers as most effectually contributed to the

success of the action, he has been accused of an avarice of praise,

of wishing to monopolize the glory of the day, and of a sordid aim

to deprive merit of its most gratifying meed—the applause of a

grateful nation. The above letter, coupled with the preceding

notice of his lordship's general thanks to the officers of the fleet,

will, we presume, be thought sufficient to clear the conduct of the

noble Earl from any imputation, derogatory to his public or pri

wate character, on the point in question. ,

Captain Troubridge, with the rest of the officers of the fleet,

had the honour of receiving the thanks of both Houses of Parlia

ment, and of being presented with a gold medal, emblematic of

the victory, to be worn in uniform. -

Very soon after the battle of Cape St. Vincent, the commander

in-chief had reason to suspect. that the Viceroy of Mexico, with an

immense treasure, had taken shelter in the harbour of Santa Cruz,

in the island of Teneriffe, and that the town of Santa Cruz itself

was an assailable object. He accordingly detached the Terpsichore

and Dido off Santa Cruz, to reconnoitre, and adopted every other

means within his power to obtain the requisite information. Com

modore Nelson, too, who was ultimately appointed to command

the attack, was indefatigable in his exertions to acquire all possible

intelligence relating to the subject. The interest which he took in

the affair, the comprehensive energy of his mind, and the enthu

siastic amor patria, by which he was at all times inspired, will

best be seen by the following letter, bearing the date of April 12,

1797, which he addressed to Sir John Jervis :-

f

“ MY DEAR SIR,

“Troubridge talked to me last night about the Viceroy at Teneriffe.

Since I first believed it was possible that his Excellency might have gone

there, I have endeavoured to make myself master of the situation and

means of approach by sea and land. I shall begin by sea. The Spanish

ships generally moor with two cables to the sea and four cables from their

stems to the shore; therefore, although we might get to be masters of them,

should the wind not come off the shore, it does not appear certain we should

succeed so completely as we might wish. As to any opposition, except

au, QIbrox, Gioſ, XXIII, C
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from natural impediments, I should not think it would avail. I do no:

reckon myself equal to Blake; but if I recollect right, he was more obliged

to the wind coming off the land, than to any czertions of his own : fortuns

favoured the gallant attempt, and may do so again. But it becomes my

duty to state all the difficulties, as you have done ºne the honour to desire

me to enter on the subject.

“ The approach by sea to the anchoring place is under very high land,

passing three vallies; therefore the wind is either in from the sea, or squally

with calms from the mountains. Sometimes in the night a ship may get in

with the land wind and moderate weather. So much for the sea attack,

which if you approve I am ready and willing to look at, or to carry into

execution. But now comes my plan, which could not fail of success,

would immortalize the undertakers, ruin Spain, and has every prospect of

raising our country to a higher pitch of wealth than she ever yet attained :

but here soldiers must be consulted, and I know from experience, excepting

Feneral O'Hara, they have not the same boldness in undertaking a political

measure that we have ; we look to the bencfit of our country, and risk our

own fame every day to serve her : a soldier obeys his orders and no more.

Jºy saying soldiers should be consulted, you will guess I mean the army of

3,100 men from Fiba, with cannon, mortars, and every implement now

ambarked; they would do the business in three days, probably much less.

I will undertake with a very small squadron to do the naval part. The

shore, although not very easy of access, yet is so steep that the transports

may run in and land the army in one day. The water is conveyed to the

town in wooden troughs: this supply cut off, would probably induce a very

speedy surrender: good terms for the town, private property secured for

the islanders, and only the delivery of public stores and foreign merchandise

demanded, with threats of utter destruction iſ one gun is fired.--In short

the business could not miscarry. º

“Now it comes for me to discover what might induce General de Burgh

to act in this business. All the risk and responsibility must rest with you.

A fair representation should also be made by you of the great national ad

vantages that would arise to our country, and of the ruin that our success

would occasion to Spain. Your opinion besides should be stated, of the

superior advantages a fortnight thus employed would be of to the army, to

what they could do in Portugal; and that of the six or seven millions ster

ling, the army should have one half. If this sun were thrown into circula

tion in England what inight not be done. It would insure an honourable

peace with innumerable other blessings. It has long occupied my

thoughts. -

“Should General de Burgh not choose to act, after having all these

blessings for our country stated to him, whish are almost put into our

hands, we must look to General O'Hara. The Royals, about 600, are in the

fieet with artillery sufficient for the purpose. You have the power of

stopping the store-ships; 1000 more men would still insure the business,

for Teneriffe never was besieged, therefore the hills that cover the town are

not fortified to resist any attempt of taking than by storm; the rest must
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follow—a fleet of ships and money to reward the victors. But I know

with you, and I can lay iny hand on my heart and say the sane, It is tis

honour and prosperity ºf our country that we wish to catend.""

On the 15th of July, after the attack had been fully determined

on and arranged, Rear-admiral Nelson was detached to Santa

Cruz, with the following squadron : +--
*

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B. rear-admiral

Theseus -------- *{ of the blue.

Captain R. W. Miller.

Culloden - - - - - - - - 74 Thomas Troubridge.

Zealous -------- 74 — Samuel iiood.

Leander -------- 50 — Thomas B. Thompson.

Seahorse - - - - - - - - 38 - T. F. Freemantle.

Terpsichore - - - - - 32 — Richard Bowen.

Emerald - - - - - - - - 36 — J. Waller.

Fox, cutter - - - - - - 12 — J. Gibson.2

Captain Troubridge was fixed upon to command the seamen and

marines who were to be landed at Teneriſſe; and, on the 20th of

the month, when the squadron was within thirteen leagues of the

island, he received the following orders: :-

“To Thomas Troubridge, Esq. Captain ºf his Majesty's Ship Culloden, and

Commander of the Forces ordered to be landed for taking Santa Cruz, dated

Theseus, at Sea, July 20, 1797 —

“sts,

* I desire you will take under your command the number of searnen and

marines mained in the margin,; who will be landed under Captains Hood,

Miller, Freemantle, Bowen, and Waller, and the marines under Captain

Thomas Oldfield, and a detachment of the royal artillery under Lieutenant

Baynes, all of whom are now cinbarked on board his Majesty's irigates Sea

* Wide CLARKE and M'ARTH U 1.'s Life of Lord Yelson. -

† Wide Naval. CHRonicle, Vol. III. page 178; and Vol. XVII. page 1%.

! Wide Clark; and MARTHUR's Liſt ºf Lord Welson.

§ “ Theseus - - - - 200

Culloden - - - - 200

Zealous - - - - 2.0 Ixclusive of cominissioned väcers and

Seahorse .--- 100 }* * ALT.S.

Terpsichore. - 100 -

Etutifald - - - - 100 The Leander had not then joined.”

Qº
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horse, Terpsichore, and Emerald. With this detachment you will proceed

as near to the town of Santa Cruz as possible, without endangering your

being perceived ; when you will embark as many men as the boats will

carry, and force your landing in the north-east part of the bay of Santa

Cruz, near a large battery. The moment you are on shore, I recommend

you first to attack the battery; which when carried, and your post secured,

you will either proceed by storm against the town and mole-head battery, or

send in my letter, as you judge most proper, containing a summons, of

which I send you a copy; and the terms are either to be accepted or

rejected in the time specificd, unless you see good cause for prolonging it,

as no alteration will be made in them: and you will pursue such other

methods as you judge most proper for speedily effecting my orders, which

are to possess myself of all cargoes and treasures which may be landed in

the island of Teneriffe. Having the firmest confidence in the ability, bra

very, and zeal of yourself, and of all placed under your command, I have

only heartily to wish you success, and to assure you that I am your most

obedient and faithful servant,

“ HORATIO NELSON."

The Summons alluded to in the above letter was as follows :*—

“To the Governor, or Commanding Officer of Santa Cruz, the Summons of

Sir Horatio Nelson, Knight of the .Most Honourable Order of the Bath,

Rear-admiral of the Blue, and Commander-in-chief of his Britannic

.Majesty's Forces by Sea and Land before Santa Cruz; dated Theseus,

20th July, 1797.

“ siR,

“I have the honour to acquaint you, that I am come to demand the

immediate surrender of the ship El Principe d'Asturias, from Manilla

bound to Cadis, belonging to the Philipinc Company, together with her

whole and entire cargo; and also all such other cargoes and property as

may have been landed in the island of Tenerifle, and not intended for the

consumption of its inhabitants. And, as it is my earnest wish that not one

individual inhabitant of the island of Teneriffe should suffer by my demand

being instantly complied with, I offer the following most honourable and

liberal terms; which, if refused, the horrors of war that will fall on the

inhabitants of Tenerife, must be by the world imputed to you and you

only ; for I shall destroy Santa Cruz and the other towns in the island by

a bombardment, and levy a very heavy contribution on the island.

Articles. w

“ I. The forts shall be delivered to me, and instantly a party of the

British troops shall be put in possession of the g :es.

“ II. The garrison shall lay down their arms; but the officers shall be

allowed to keep their swords, and the garrison, without the condition of

* Wide CLABKE and M'ARTHUR's Life ofLord Nelson.
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being prisoners of war, shall be transported to Spain, or remain in the

island whilst their conduct is orderly and proper, as the commanding-officer

pleases.

“ III. Upon the express condition that the full and entire cargoes of El

Principe d'Asturias, and all such other cargoes and property as may have

been landed in the island of Teneriffe and not intended for the consumption

of its inhabitants, be given up, and the first article complied with, not the

smallest contribution shall be levied on the inhabitants; but they shall enjoy

the fullest protection in their persons and property.

“IV. No interference whatever shall be made in the IIoly Catholic

Religion; the ministers of it, and all its religious orders, shall be considered

as under my especial care and protection.

“V. The laws and magistrates shall be continued as at present, unless

by the general wish of the islanders. These terms subscribed to, the inha

bitants of the town of Santa Cruz shall lodge their arms in one house, under

the joint care of the bishop and chief magistrate; and it will be my pride

to consult with those gentlemen, what may be most advantageous for the

inhabitants. I allow half ouc hour for acceptance or rejection.

“ HORATIO NELSON.”

To facilitate the enterprise, and to render every person con

cerned perfectly acquainted with his intended duty, Rear-admiral

Nelson, whose heart and soul seem to have been engaged in the

affair, recommended the following judicious regulations : *–

“First, That the boats of each ship should be kept together by towing

each other, which will keep the people of each ship collected, and the boats

in six divisions will be nearly got on shore the same moment. Secondly,

The marines of each ship of the line to be put in their launches, which will

carry them. Thirdly, The monent the boats are discovered by a firing

being made on them, the bomb-vessel to cominence tier fire on the town,

and to keep it up till the flag of truce is hºsted from either the chemy, or

from us. Fourthly, That a captain should be directed to see the boats put

off from the beach, that more inch may be speedily got on shore with the

field pieces. Fifthly, Frigates to anchor as soon as possible after the alarm

is given, or the forces are ashore, near the battery in the N.F. part of the

bay. Sixthly, Immediately as the forces are ashore, they are to get in the

rear of the battery marked S. in the N.E. part of the bay, and to instantly

storm it, and also to take post on the top of the hill which is above it.

Every ship to land the number of men as against their name expressed,

with a proper proportion of officers; and the captains are at liberty to send

as many more men as they please, leaving sufficient to manage the ship, and

to man the launch and another boat. Every captain that chooses is at

liberty to land and command his seamen, under the direction of Captain

Troubridge,

* Wide Clarks and M'ARTHUR's Life of Lord Nelson.



14 MEM07R 0 F THE PUBLIt $EhyIGES ºr

“It is recommended to put on the seamen as many marine coats or

jackets as can be procured, and that all should have canvas cropbelts.

The marines to be all under the order of Captain Oldfield, the senior marine

officer, and he is requested to put himself under the direction of Captain

Troubridge, as is Lieutenant Raynes, of the royal artillery, with his

-detachment.”

º

Copies of the above regulations having been sent to the respec

tive captains, they, on the afternoon of the 20th, repaired on board

the admiral, by signal, to receive their final orders, as follows:*—

“July 21. The Culloden's officers and men, with only their arms, to be

ready to go on board the Terpsichore at one P.M. this day, to carry with

them four ladders, each of which is to have a lanyard four fathoms long, a

sledge hammer, wedges, and a broad axe. The boats' oars to be muffled

either with a piece of canvas or kersey. “ H. N.”

“Memorandum. The Culloden and Zealous each to make a platform

for one eighteen-pounder, the Theseus a sley for dragging cannon. Each

ship to make as many iron rain-rods as possible, it being found that the

wooden ones are very liable to break when used in a hurry. The Seahorse

to make a platform for one nine-pounder,
\

The unfortunate failure of this expedition, occasioned by a

variety of unforcseen circumstances, is well known ; but it re

dounds highly to the credit of every officer and man concerned,

that the failure resulted not from any defect in the plan of attack,

or from any error or incapacity of exccution. In addition to the

dreadful surf which the men had to encounter in landing, the extra

ordinary great force with which they afterwards had, unexpectedly,

to contend, was such as defied cycry hope or possibility of success;

and nothing but an uncommon adroitness and presence of mind,

could have prevented every individual of the party from being

made prisoners. Captain Troubridge, as will appear from the

following letter, had a most arduous and delicate duty to

perform :—

* Captain Troubridge to Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B. dated Culloden,

July 25, 1797.f

“sif,

* From the darkness of the night I did not immediately hit the Mole, the

spot appointed to land at, but pushed on shore under the enemy's battery

* Wide Clarkr and MARTiſcr's Life of Lord Nelson.

# Ibid.
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ciose to the southward of the citadel; Captain Waller landed at the same

time, and two or three other boats. The surf was so high many put back;

the boats were full of water in an instant, and stove against the rocks, and

most of the ammunition in the men's pouches was wet. As soon as I had

collected a few men, I immediately advanced with Captain Waller to the

square, the place of rendezvous, in hopes of there meeting you and the

remainder of the people; and I waited about an hour, during which time I

sent a sergeant, with two gentlemen of the town, to summon the citadel.

I fear the sergeant was shot on his way, as I heard nothing of him afterwards.

The ladders being all lost in the surf, or not to be found, no innediate

attempt could be made on the citadel; I therefore marched to join Cap

tains Hood and Miller, who I had intelligence had made good their landing,

with a body of men, to the S.W. of the place I did. I then endeavoured to

procure some account of you and the rest of the officers, but without suc

cess. By day-break we had collected about eighty marines, eighty pike

men, and one hundred and eighty small armed seamen; these I found were

all who remained alive that had made good their landing ; with this force,

having procured soine ammunition from the Spanish prisoners we had made,

we were marching to try what could be done with the citadel without lad

ders, when we found the whole of the streets commanded by field pieces,

and upwards of 8,000 Spaniards and 100 French under arms, approaching

by every avenue. As the boats were all stove, and I saw no possibility of

getting more men on shore, the ammunition wet, and no provisions, I sent

Captain Hood with a flag of truce to the governor, to declare, “I was pre

pared to burn the town, which I should immediately put in force, if he

approached one inch farther;' and at the same time I desired Captain

Hood to say, ‘It would be done with regret, ºs I had no wish to injure the

inhabitants; that if he would come to my terms I was willing to treat;"

which he agreed to.” I have the honour to send you a copy of them by

Captain Waller, which I hope will neet with your approbation, and appear

bighly honourable. The following parley was sent with the flag of truce —

* Santa Cruz, July 25th. That the troops, &c. belonging to his Britannic

Majesty shall embark with all their arms of every kind, and take their

boats off, if saved, and be provided with such other as may be wanting:

in consideration of which, it is engaged on their part, that they shall not

moiest the town in any manner, by the ships of the British squadron now

before it, nor any of the islands in the Canaries, and prisoners shall be

given up on both sides. Given under my hand and word of honour, SAM.

Hood. Ratified by T. TRovBRIDGE, and J. An roNio Gu IIERREz.’”

The concluding passage of this letter is as follows:–

“From the small body of men, and the greater part being pike and

* The particulars of the conversation which took place on this occasion,

between Sir Samuel Hood and the Governor of Santa Cruz, are interestingly

related in our biographical memoir of Sir Samuel, Naval Chºosicle, Voi

XVII. page 19.
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small armed seamen, which can be only called irregulars, with very little

ammunition in the pouches but what had got wet in the surf at landing, I

could not expect to succeed in any attempt upon the enemy, whose superior

strength I have before mentioned. The Spanish officers assure me they

expected us, and were perfectly prepared with all the batteries and the

number of men already mentioned under arms. This, with the great dis

advantage of a rucky coast, high surf, and in the face of forty pieces of

cannon, will shew, though we were not successful, what an Englishman is

equal to ; and I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that we marched through

the town on our return with the British colours flying at our head.

P.S.. I beg also to say, that when the terms were signed and ratified, the

governor in the handsomest manner sent a large proportion of wine, bread,

&c. to refresh the people, and shewcd every mark of attention in his

power.”

Rear-admiral Nelson, in referring Earl St. Vincent to the above

letter of Captain Troubridge, for the proceedings of that officer,

observes:—“ I cannot but express my admiration of the firmness

with which Captain Troubridge and his brave associates supported

the honour of the British flag.”

Captain Troubridge was subsequently employed with Earl St.

Vincent, in blockading the port of Cadiz, &c.; and, in May,

1798, he was detached with the following squadron, to reinforce -

Sir Horatio Nelson, who had been previously sent on a cruise,

with three sail of the line, two frigates, and a sloop of war:-

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

Culloden -------- 74 Captain T. Troubridge.

Theseus -------- 74 R. W. Miller.

Minotaur ------- 74 Thomas Louis.

Swiftsure-------. 74 Benjamin Hallowell.

Audacious------- 74 Davidge Gould.

Defence -------- 74 John Peyton.

Zealous ------ ... 74 – Samuel Hood.

Guliah
4 —— Thomas Foley.

4 –— Geo. B. Westcott.

4 —— Hon. D'Etree Derby.

0 — Thomas B. Thompson.

Majestic

7

7

Bellerophon ------ 7

Leander -------- 5

Captain Troubridge's orders from Earl St. Vincent, for proceed

ing with this reinforcement, were dated, before Cadiz, May 24;

and the very prompt manner in which they were executed, as

appears by the following extract from Captain Berry's narrative,
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reflected the greatest credit on the commander-in-chief, and also

on the senior officer of the squadron :-

“It was only characteristic of the general tenour of Lord St. Vincent's

command, that every ship destined to compose the squadron of reinforce

ment, was ready to put to sea from Cadiz Bay at a moment's notice; and

it is a fact which is worthy of permanent record, as illustrative of the

energy and activity of British seamen, that as soon as Sir Roger Curtis, with

the squadron under his command from England, was visible from the Inast

head of the admiral's ship, Captain Troubridge with his squadron put to sea,

and was actually out of sight on his course to the Straits of Gibraltar, before

the former cast anchor at the British station off Cadiz Bay.”

Sir Horatio Nelson, as may more fully be seen, by referring to

the earlier Volumes of our Chronicle,” had been for some time

unsuccessfully employed in quest of the French squadron, which

had sailed from Toulon with Buonaparte. Captain Troubridge

joined him at sun-set, on the 8th of June. Without any other

information, than that the enemy had sailed with a north-west

wind, which induced him to conclude that his course had been up

the Mediterranean, Admiral Nelson now sent la Mutine to Civita

Vecchia, and along the Roman coast, to gain intelligence, and pro

ceeded with the fleet to Corsica, where it arrived on the 12th, and,

on the 13th, was rejoined by la Mutine, the commander of which

had been unable to obtain any information respecting the French.

The admiral then sailed for Naples ; and, on the 16th, when in

sight of Mount Vesuvius, he sent Captain Troubridge in la Mutine,

to communicate with Sir William Hamilton and General Acton.

Sir William, who had previously corresponded with Admiral Nel

son, thus wrote to him, by Captain Troubridge, on the follow

ing day :- .

“ MY DEAR NELSON,

“I have just received your letter from Captain Troubridge; I went with

him directly to General Acton, and Captain Troubridge has an order to the

commanders of all the Sicilian ports, that will fully answer your purpose.

The official answer of the Marquis de Gallo, Secretary of State for Foreign

Affairs, to my written demand for the King's ships to be admitted into all

the ports of the Two Sicilies, without any limitation, and there provide

themselves with provisions and stores, of which I have given a copy to Cap

* Wide Vol. I. page 44; and Vol. III. page 181.

fºat. Tºron, Wol. XXIII. D
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tain Troubridge, will show you on what grounds we stand here at this

moment. It is very tantalizing to see, as we do, your ships at a distance,

and to have no communication with you; but we hope in God soon to see

you in this bay with the Sans Culotte, &c. and that Buonaparte, with all

his Syavants and Astronomers.

“Adieu, my brave deat Friend.”

After the receipt of the above letter, Admiral Nelson took the

nearest cut to Malta, which, he had the mortification to find, had

surrendered to the French. He then sailed to Alexandria ; after

which, not finding the enemy, he shaped his course for the coast

of Caramania, steered along the south side of Candia, made the

island of Sicily on the 18th of July, and entered the port of Syra

cuse. IIaving watered, he sailed thence on the 25th ; and, still

under the prepossession that a descent upon Egypt was the object

of the French, he steered for the Morea, where he thought it pro

bable that some authentic information might be obtained. On the

25th, the fleet being off the Gulf of Coron, Captain Troubridge

was despatched in the Culloden, to collect what intelligence he

could from the Turkish governor. Without detaining the

squadron, he returned in a few hours, with a French brig prize

in tow, with the information, that the enemy had been scen steer

ing to the S.E. from Candia about four weeks before. This de

termined the admiral once more to visit Alexandria, which he

accordingly reached, at noon, on the 1st of August, and discovered

that the harbours were full of shipping, which proved to be the

long-sought-for French fleet. The result is well known.+ It hap

-

* Wide Clarke and M'ARTHUR's Life of Lord Nelson.

+ The reader is reſerred to the first Volume of the Naval Chronicle,

for the following accounts and illustrations of this glorious action :-Page

42, a bird's view of the engagement, with the French fleet in Aboukir Bay,

from a drawing of Mr. Pocock's, from accounts furnished by some officers

who were present; page 43, an authentic narrative of the proceedings of

Lord Nelson's squadron, from the 9th of May, 1798, to the beginning of

August, in the sauc year, supposed to have been written by the chaplain of

the Vanguard; page 83, description of the medal that was in circulation in

the metropolis, in honour of the battle; page 142, Mr. Pye's Address to the

Nile, and an extract from a note in The Pursuits of Lierature, which

seemed prophetic of the victory ; page 149, an account of the engagement,

by a French officer; page 158, reflections on the same ; page 162, Gazette

Letters; page 235, extract from Mr. Bowles's song of the Battle of the
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pened most unfortunately for Captain Troubridge, that his ship,

the Culloden, in standing in for the van of the enemy’s line,

grounded upon the tail of a shoal, running off from the island, on

which were the mortar and gun-batteries of the enemy; and, not

withstanding all the efforts of her. gallant commander and crew,

she could not be got off till the morning of the 2d of August;

when it was found that she had suffered considerable damage, and

that she could scarcely be kept afloat, with all pumps going.—

Captain Troubridge, in a letter to Earl St. Vincent, dated August

16, 1798, thus relates the particulars of this unfortunate

event :–

“Your lordship will have heard by Sir H. Nelson's letters, and Captain

Berry, of the misfortune that befel the Culloden just as I got within gun

shot of the enemy. As we had no knowledge of the place, and the sound

ings continuing regular as we stood in, I did not conceive the smallest dan

ger; the man at the head calling out eleven fathom when she struck. The

only consolation I have to support me in this cruel case is, that I had just

time to make the signal to the Swiftsure, and Alexander, which saved them,

or they must inevitably have been lost, as they would have been further on

the reef from their hauling considerably within me. Every exertion in my

power was used to save his Majesty's ship; but it was long doubtful whe

ther I should be able to keep her afloat after I had got her off; the rudder

was gone, and she was making seven feet water an hour. However, by

great labour, on the third day we got a new rudder made and hung, and

with thrummed sails reduced the leak considerably. The false keel is gone,

and probably part of the main, as she struck very hard for nine hours with

a heavy swell. All the gripe I can see is off. I shall use every exertion to

Nile; page 237, extract from Mr. Sotheby's Poem on the same subject;

page 287, anecdote respecting Lord Nelson and Captain Louis, during the

battle; page 309, extracts from the Battle of the Nile, a dramatic poem;

page 518, list of paintings of the battle, in the exhibition of 1799; page

521, Chart of the Bay of Aboukir, with the situation of the French and

English fleets, from the drawing of a French officer.

In Vol. II. page 67, are some lines, written at Lord Walpole's, on the

Battle of the Nile; page 341, dimensions of the Caudpus, one of the French

captured ships. -

In our biographical memoir of Lord Nelson, Vol. III. page 181, are some

additioual particulars of the action ; and at page 219 of the same Volume,

is an extract from Mr. Fitzgerald's Poem of the Battle of the Nile.

In our biographical memoir of the late Sir Thomas Louis, (Vol. XVI.

pape 186), and Sir Samuel Hood (Vol. XVII. page 20) some further

information on the subject will also be found.

-
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patch the poor Culloden up again, and I flatter myself ſ can still fight a good

battle in her, if opportunity offers. I am now fagging hard at the leak, and

the first harbour we make I must and will patch the old ship up, and make

her last as long as your lordship has the command. Two pumps going I

shall not mind, we are fully equal to that. I endeavour, and I believe suc

ceed in making my men believe that the leak is nothing; for they dance

every evening as usual.

“Sir Horatio will have given your lordship all the particulars of this

business in a much superior manner to what I could do. This stroke may

induce the French to listen to moderate terms of peace. I took a courier

of Buonaparte's with all the letters; they every one seem to have been

written in a desponding state. The captain, Barré, who commands

l'Alceste, is a son of the late Duke of Orleans by Madame Barré. I have

now upwards of twenty officers prisoners on board, not one of whom

acknowledges a Supreme Being, or seems to have any principle. Robbery

and murder are no crimes with them. Hallowell, and myself, took

possession of the island of Bequieres, and brought off from it two 13% inch

mortars, and four guns.”

The generous sympathy of the hero of the Nile is well depicted

in the following passage, from the work to which, in the compo

sition of this memoir, we are so much indebted. It also serves to

shew the high estimation in which Captain Troubridge was deserv

edly holden by his admiral :—

“In the first interview which Nelson had with his early shipmate and

friend, Captain Tronbridge, after the action, he thus endeavoured to cheer

the mortified spirit of that great and intrepid officer —“Let us, my dear

Troubridge, rather rejoice that the ship which got on shore was commanded

by an officer, whose character is so thoroughly established in the service as

your own.’” -

The unfortunate circumstance of the Culloden getting on shore,

proved, however, a source of much subsequent uneasiness and

vexation to her commander. In common with the other officers

concerned in the action, Captain Troubridge received the thanks

of both Houscs of Parliament; and also the gold medal, presented

by his Majesty on the occasion ; but it appears, by the following

letter from Lord Spencer to Lord Nelson, that, respecting the

latter honorary token, there was some difficulty :-

“Admiralty, December 25, 1798.

“I am happy to find that the Culloden was capable of being continued

in service, as I well know the value you sº deservedly set on Captain Trou

bridge's assistance. In the strict execution of the King's orders, respecting

* Wide CLARKE and M'ARTHUR's Life of Lord Nelson.
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the medals to be given on occasion of the battle of the Nile, Captain Trou

bridge, not having actually been in action, would have been excluded; but

I am very happy to tell you, that I have been expressly authorized by his

Majesty to present him with a medal, as well as all the other captains in

the line on that day, for his services, both before and since, and for the

great and wonderful exertions he made at the time of the action, in saving

and getting off his ship.””

A more serious difficulty, though not immediately relating to

Captain Troubridge, arose from the Culloden's going on shore.

The first lieutenants of all the line-of-battle ships engaged were

promoted to the rank of master and commander; but, from the

accident of the Culloden, she was not actually in the engagement,

and her first lieutenant was consequently, by the etiquette of the

service, excluded from the promotion. On this mortifying subject,

Lord Nelson, after his return from Leghorn, where Captain

Troubridge had also been actively employed, thus urgently ex

pressed himself, in a private letter to Earl St. Vincent:—

“I received yesterday a private letter from Lord Spencer, of October 7,

declaring that the first lieutenants of all the ships engaged would be pro

moted. I sincerely hope this is not intended to exclude the first lieutenant

of the Culloden; for heaven's sake, for my sake, if it be so, get it altered.

Our dear friend Troubridge has endured enough, his sufferings were in every

respect more than any of us; he deserves every reward which a grateful

country can bestow on the nost meritorious sea officer of his standing in the

service. I have felt his worth every hour of my command; and had

before written to you my dear lord on this subject, therefore I place Trou

bridge in your hands.” -

The liberal-minded interference of the commander-in-chief

(Earl St. Vincent) on this occasion, appears, from the following

* Wide ClaRKE and M'ARTHUR's Life of Lord Nelson.

The resources of Captain Troubridge's mind availed him much, and

were admirably exerted upon this trying occasion. In four days he had a

new rudder made upon his own deck, which was immediately shipped; and

the Culloden was again in a state for actual service, though still very leaky.

........ The activity and generous consideration of Captain Troubridge

were again exerted at this time for the general good. He communicated

with the shore; and had the address to procure a supply of fresh provi

sions, onions, &c. which were served out to the sick and wounded, and

which proved of essential utility.”—P'ide Naval Cli Rosicle. Vol. 1.

page 58.
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passage in a letter of Lord Spencer to Lord St. Vincent, dated

October 9, 1798, to have ultimately led to the most satisfactory

result: —

t

“The exception of the first lieutenant of the Culloden was necessary, on

account of that ship not having got into action from the circumstance of

being aground; I am, however, so fully convinced of the merit both of

Captain Troubridge and his officers on all occasions, that I beg you would

be so good as to give the first vacancy of commander that arises, to the first

lieutenant of the Culloden.”

Captain Troubridge, in the Culloden, with the Alexander, and

la Bonne Citoyenne, arrived at Naples, on their return from

Alexandria, about the middle of September; and, in four or five

days, they were joined by Admiral Nelson, in the Vanguard.—In

the month of December following, the French army having

invaded the Neapolitan territory, and being on its March to

Naples, the inhabitants of which had displayed strong symptoms

of disaffection, his Sicilian Majesty found it expedient to embark

in the Vanguard, and to proceed with the royal family to Palermo.

In the interim, Captain Troubridge was left in the neighbourhood

of Leghorn, with a view to frustrate the machinations of the

French in that quarter; and we learn, from Messrs. Clarke and

M'Arthur's work, that, “ soon after the arrival of the royal

family at Palermo, which hitherto had been the residence of the

Sicilian Vice-roys, Lord Nelson received an interesting letter from

Captain Troubridge, describing the state of Tuscany. Captain

Troubridge mentioned the strange conduct of the Marquis Man

fredini, who had endeavoured to make the Tuscans believe that all

the horrors of war and the loss of their property were inevitable,

if the good will of the Great Nation were not purchased.”

At the close of the year (1798) Lord Nelson appears to have

been much hurt at the appointment of Sir Sidney Smith to a com

mand in the Mediterranean. He applied, we believe, both pub

licly and privately, for permission to retire ; and, in one of his

private letters, he particularly mentioned Captain Troubridge, as

amongst the officers from whom his successor might with most pro

priety be selected.

About the same time (December 31) in a private letter which

his lordship wrote to Earl St. Vincent, he says:—“As soon as I
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can get hold of Troubridge, I shall send him to Egypt to endeavour

to destroy the ships in Alexandria. If it can be done, Troubridge

will do it.” +

Captain Troubridge accordingly appears to have been afterwards

employed in the blockade of Alexandria, till the 5th of March,

1799, when he left the continuance of that service to Sir Sidney

Smith and returned to Lord Nelson, at Palermo. In writing to

his lordship, he subsequently gave the following account of the

manner in which he had discovered and taken a person, who had

been sent by Buonaparte to mislead the Tnrks:—
*

“On the 14th of February, 1790, I detained the caravella that had at last

been permitted by the French to leave Alexandria; and, having receive

information from a spy on board her, sent for the captain and shewed him

a firman from Jhe Grand Seignior, taking care not to let him read it. I told

him it was a hattesheriff for the head of a traitor: on this he appeared

alarmed, and acknowledged he had a Mons. Beauchamp on board, habited

like a Turk, and a French pilot. I immediately sent and seized the

ambassador, as they called him, and his Greek servant, and by sharpening

an axe and playing him off with the battesheriff, I so alarmed the Greek

domestic, that he shewed us where they had concealed their instructions

from Buonaparte, on board the caravella. It appeared to me that the

Grand Seignior would do this fellow more justice that we could; I there

fore sent him in the Swiftsure to Rhodes, recommending him strongly for

decapitation.” t . -

Immediately after his return from Alexandria, Captain Trou

bridge was intrusted with the command of a small squadron.

Lord Nelson's ever-active mind had projected a plan for block

ading Naples, and for obtaining possession of the ships in the bay,

and of the adjacent islands. Their Sicilian Majesties highly ap

proved the proposition, but wished that his lordship should remain

at Palermo. “Sir John Acton also recommended, in the name

of their Majesties (as we learn from Messrs. Clarke and

M’Arthur) that the blockade of Naples should be intrusted to the

command and care of the excellent Captain Troubridge, in whom

they placed the highest confidence. “I therefore send you,'

added he, ‘by their Majesties’ orders, an official letter for that

officer to take the command of the operations in the Bay of Na

* Wide Clarke and M'Arthur's Life of Lord Nelson.

# Ibid,
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ples, for the recovery of the adjacent islands, according to the

manner you mentioned some days ago. I flatter myself it will not

be long before that infamous capital is purged of all the scoundrels

and traitors who now dispose of it.”—Accordingly, on the 31st of

March, the Culloden, Zealous, Minotaur, Swiftsure, St. Sebastian,

Seahorse, Perseus, and El Corso, proceeded to execute their

admiral's instructions. On the 2d of April, having received the

Governor of Procida on board, they stood into the Eay of Naples,

and anchored off that island. The tree of liberty was immediately

cut down, the French flag was destroyed, and H. S. M.'s colours

were hoisted on Procida, amidst the acclamations of a loyal

populace.”

In the course of a very few days, Captain Troubridge was also

in complete possession of Ischia and Capri; the inhabitants of

which, though almost in a state of starvation, displayed the

staunchest loyalty. It was in vain that supplies of provisions were

demanded ; for, so wretchedly were the affairs of the Sicilian

government administered, none could be procured; and it is

believed that, had it not been for a private store, which Captain

Troubridge, with the utmost humanity, distributed amongst the

poor suffering creatures, many of them must actually have expired

from want.

The arduous nature of the service in which Captain Troubridge

was now employed, can be conceived only by those who were pre

sent, and who participated with him in its toils and fatigues. All the

principal traitors and jacobins that were taken in the island were

secured and distributed amongst the ships of his squadron, to

await the punishment due to their crimes. Captain Troubridge

solicited the presence of a Neapolitan judge, to try the offenders ;

but it seemed to be the wish of the imbecile ministry, to cast the

odium of every execution upon the English ; and some time

elapsed before he could obtain the object of his desires. On some

of the traitors, however, justice was more summarily inflicted by

the inhabitants; and the following letter, which Captain Troubridge

received early one morning, with his accustomed basket of grapes

for breakfast, from the shore, exhibits a striking instance of the

impetuosity of the Italian character:-
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“sir, - “Salerno, April 26, 1799.

“As a faithful subject of my king, Ferdinand IV. whom God preserve,

I have the glory of presenting to your Excellency the head of D. Charles

Granozio di Giffoni, who was employed in the administration directed by

the infamous commissary Ferdinand Ruggi. The said Granozio was killed

by me in a place called li Puggi, district of Ponte Cagnaro, as he was run

ning away. I beg your Excellency would accept the said head, and consi

der this operation as a proof of my attachment to the Royal Crown.

“I am, with due respect, the faithful subject of the king,

- “ J. M. N.”*

On the 12th of May, whilst Captain Troubridge was thus

engaged, l’Espoir arrived at Palermo, with the news that the

French fleet had been seen off Oporto; and, on the same night,

she was despatched by Lord Nelson to Procida, with orders for

Captain Troubridge to join him, with the whole of his squadron,

excepting one line-of-battle ship, and the frigates; it being his

lordship's intention to detach them for the safety of Minorca. In

consequence of subsequent information, that the French fleet com

prised upwards of thirty sail, nineteen of which were of the line,

Lord Nelson again sent to Captain Troubridge, to join him with

all his line-of-battle ships, and, if possible, with one of the

frigates. , -

On the 20th of the month, the desired junction having been

effected, Lord Nelson left Palermo, and sailed with the Vanguard,

Culloden, Zealous, Minotaur, Haerlem, St. Sebastian, and Swal

low, a Portuguese corvette. His lordship, however, was disap

pointed in his expectation of falling in with the enemy; and, on

the 30th of May, after his return to Palermo, he thus expressed

himself, in a letter to Earl St. Vincent:—

“The Vanguard anchored here yesterday; but it has been so calm, that,

except the Emerald, none have yet got in. After two days I hope they

will all be as ready for service as our means allow of. I have our dear

Troubridge for my assistant, in every thing we are brothers. Hood and

Hallowell are as active and good as ever : not that I mean to say any are

otherwise; but you know these are men of resources.”f

The French having evacuated Naples in June, Lord Nelson

returned thither, from Palermo. His Lordship's next object was,

* Pile CLABRE and M'ARii, UR's Life ºf Lord Nelson.

+ It il.

ſºab, Cyron. Col. XXIII, * *
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to dispossess the French of the Castle of St. Elmo; and, for that

Purpose, a strong detachment of seamen and marines, from the

squadron, was landed, under the command of Captain Troubridge,

who, for the first seven days, was assisted by Captain (afterwards

Sir Alexander) Bali, in the Alexander. He was afterwards support

ed by Captain Hallowell, of the Swiftsure; and, during the siege,

which lasted from the 3d to the 12th of July, when the Castle

capitulated, Captain Troubridge derived essential service from a

party of Russians and Portuguese, by whom he was joined.

Lord Nelson, in his letter to the Admiralty, announcing the

surrender of St. Elmo, thus compliments his gallant friend :-

“Although the abilitics and resources of my brave friend Trou

bridge are well known to all the world, yet even he had difficul

ties to struggle with in every way, which the state of the capital

will easily bring to your idea, that has raised his great character

even higher than it was before.” #

Captain Troubridge was afterwards despatched by Lord Nelson,

to take possession of the Roman territory. On the 20th and 30th

of September, “having entered into articles of capitulation with

the French general, Grenier, a detachment of 200 seamen and

marines was landed from the Minotaur and Culloden, for the

purpose of taking possession of Civita Vecchia, Cornatto, and

Tolfa ; while Captain Louis, and General Bouchard, proceeded to

take possession of Rome on the same terms.” +

For these and his former services, Captain Troubridge had the

* The official particulars of the surrender of the Castle of St. Elmo,

appear in the Second Volume of the N AvAL CHPox iclf, page 529.-On

this occasion, the loss of the combined forces amounted to five officers, and

thirty-two rank and file, killed; and five officers, seventy-nine rank and

file, and one mariuc, wounded.

Our present limits will not suffer us to ºntor into the length of detail,

which Captain Troubridge's important services before the Castle of St.

Elmo, in taking possession of the Rounan territory, &c. require; but, in a

subsequcint part of the volume, we shall introduce some interesting and

valuable addenda; partly from Clark E and M'A Rºlliuk’s J.ife ºf Lord

Nelson, to which our obligations have already been great, and partly from

other sources. - -

+ Wiſe biographical memoir of the late Sir Thomas Louis, Naval

Chronic, e, Vol. XVI. page 188. –The official account of this service

appears in the Third Volume of the Naval Clinosicly, page 229.
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honour of being presented with the Sicilian Order of St. Ferdimaud

and of Merit; and, on the 23d of November, in the same year

(1799) he had the further honour of being created a Baronet of

Great Britain. º

Sir Thomas Troubridge continued in the Mediterranean till

July, 1800, when he returned to England, and was appointed

captain of the Channel Fleet, under Earl St. Vincent.—A few

months afterwards, he was nominated to be one of his Majesty’s

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty; a post which he continued

to occupy, with credit to himself, and advantage to his country,

till the month of May, 1804.

On the 23d of April preceding, Sir Thomas had been promoted

to the rank of rear-admiral of the blue squad, on ; and, in April,

1805, he was appointed to the command of the i3!enheim ; in

which he sailed from Portsmouth, on the 27th of that month, to

take the command in the Indian Seas, to the eastward of Point

du Galle, in the island of Ceylon.—In the promotion which took

place, on the 9th of November following, after the lamented fall

of his beloved friend and associate, Lord Nelson, he was made

rear-admiral of the white. In March, or April, 1806, he was

appointed commander-in-chief at the Cape of Good Hope.

The last official letter that was received from the rear-admiral,

may be seen in the XVIIth Volume of the NAVAl Chito Nicle,

page 338. It is dated on board the Blenheim, Port Cornwallis,

August 20, 1806, and relates to some successful operations of the

Greyhound and Harrier (Captains Elphinstone and Troubridge*)

in the Java seas.

The only intelligence descrying of notice, that we are aware of

having been received, respecting Sir Thomas Troubridge, since the

period here mentioned, was a letter from an officer on board the

Harrier sloop, dated Table Bay, March 13, 1807. This commu

nicatien stated, that the Ilarrier lost sight of the Blenheim and

Java on the afternoon of the 1st of March, during a hard gale off

the Mauritius, in longitude 64 deg. 11 min. and latitude 20 deg.

21 min. “ The night,” says, the writer, “ was dreadful beyond

description; it blew a perfect hurricane, with a most tremendous

sea. The Blenheim was in a very decayed state, and was particu

* The present Sir Thos. Troubridge, Bart, the rear-adiniral's son.



28 MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES OF

larly bad in her hull. The Java was badly manned, and extremely

crank. The principal hope is, that they have got into some har

bour in the island of Madagascar.”

This hope has now completely vanished; and we can only

deplore the untimely fate of a commander, who, for skill, bravery,

and every seaman's virtue, has not, perhaps, left his equal.

Yet, ere we close this slight memorial of his services, we would

wish to add something more substantial than our own feeble praise.

The voice of the departed Nelson yet lives, to eulogize his friend,

the partner of his perils and of his glories -That illustrious man,

in a letter to Earl St. Vincent, under the date of June 15, 1798,

says:—“Troubridge possesses my full confidence, and has been

my honoured acquaintance of twenty-five years standing.”.”

Lord Nelson, in another letter to Lord St. Vincent, dated

August 10, 1798, after the battle of the Nile, in a moment of

depression, thus writes :-

“Although I keep on, yet I feel that I must soon leave my situation up

the Mediterranean to Troubridge; than whom we both know no person is

more equal to the task. I should have sunk under the fatigue of refitting

the squadron, but for him, Ball, Hood, and Hallowell: not but that all have

done well, but these are my supporters.”t

At the latter end of the succeeding month, Lord Nelson, after

his return to Naples, thus expresses himself, in a private letter to

Earl St. Vincent:-

“Dear Troubridge, whom we went to visit yesterday, is better than I

expected; the active business, and the scolding he is obliged to be conti

nually at, does him good. I am not surprised that you wish him near you;

but I trust you will not take him from me. I well know he is my

superior; and I so often want his advice and assistance.”: -

After this, all farther panegyric would be worse than super

fluous!

The following is a fac-simile of the hand-writing of the late

Sir Thomas Troubridge.

2%.2%
* Wide Clarke and M'Arthua's Life ºf Lord Nelson.

+ Ibid. - i Ibid.
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HERALDIC PAftricu LArts,

Richard Troubridge, of Cavendish-street, St. Mary-le-bone, married

Elizabeth—,by whom he had Thomas, the subject of the preceding

memoir, and Elizabeth, yet living. The said Thomas married Frances,

relict of H. Richardson, Esq. in 1787; by whom he had a son, Thomas

(now Sir Thomas) made a post captain in 1807; and a daughter,

Charlotte.

ARMs-Or, on a bridge of three arches in ſess, embattled a tower

Proper ,thereon a broad pennant flying, azure, charged with a cross potent

of the first; on a canton of the third two keys in saltire, gold, their wards

upwards.

Chest.-On a wreath a dexter arm, habited azure, cuff argent, support

ing a banner charged with two keys, as in the arms.

- NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GURGIT e vasto.

Eruption of MOUNT ETNA.

HE following copy of a letter, from a British officer in Sicily, furnishes

a inore picturesque and circumstantial account of the late eruption of

Mount Etna, than any other that has appeared:—

“Messina, April 24, 1809.

“On the morning of the 27th of March, about seven o'clock, advices of

an eruption of Etna were conveyed hither, by a very swift courser, a cloud

of black ashes from the mountain top, which is 50 miles distant in a straight

line. - These ashes, borne on a hard gale of wind, showered into the town in

such quantities, that several cart loads might have been collected from the

streets and house-tops. They resembled gunpowder; so much so, indeed,

that an Irish soldier, in the citadel, called out, “Blood and turf the wind

has forced open the magazine doors, and here's all the powder blowing

about the barracks.”

“Soon after day-light, an awful bellowing and horizontal shaking of the

mountain excited a general alarm among the inhabitants of its vast regions.

Uncertain where the calamity might fall, many deserted their houses. This

shock was immediately succeeded by a furious eruption of ashes from the

great crater, which formed immense clouds, and covered an amazing extent

of country. So violent was the discharge, that in spite of the gale, a vast

quantity overspread the country, many miles to windward of the spot

whence they issued. -
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“ On the evening of the same day, an eruption of lava took place at a

short distance below, whose terrible stream flowed down the mountains

about three miles, and then divided into two branches. This volcano soon

ceased burning, and anºther broke out next day, with greater fury than the

former, about five rºles lower down, at a place called Monte No-ro. The

latter displayed three vast columns of ſlume and smºke, and its lava

extended, in a ſew days, across the woody region, to the distance of three

or four leagues. 11; herto we have heard of no guide bold enough to con

duct the curiºus traveller as far as either of these cruptions, because of the

vast and deceitful heaps of snow and ashes scattered about the two upper

regions of the mountain; nor has any person, l l elieve, been yet so rash

as to ascend higher than one which broke out two hours after the irst alarm,

about twelve miles below Monte Negro, and eight west of Lingua Grossa,

a town on the North East side, near the foot of Etna. This eruption has

formed a row of craters, within a space of about two miles, forming, with

the others, an irregular line, running in a North-East direction from the

top of the mountain. -

From the dark bottom of a wood of tall firs and huge oaks, spread over

steep craggy hills and close valleys, conceive twelve craters or mouths, two

unceasingly, and the rest at intervals, with a noise like a tremendous

chorus of several thousand cannons, muskets, and sky-rockets, discharging

flame, and showers of burning rocks of various forms and all magnitudes,

from several yards in diameter down to the smallest pebble, which, accor

ding to their weight and bulk, ascend from 200 to 1000 feet.—The two fore

mentioned craters (or rather double crater) the lowest of the row down the

mountain formed the principal object of this awful and magnificent scene—

they were the only craters which did not seem to labour. Their joint

emissions had encompassed them with a black oblong hill of ashes and lava

stones; 30 yards above the top of which their mingling flames furiously as

cended, in one immense blaze, which seemed 100 yards in breadth. Amidst

this blaze, vast showcre of rocks, rising and falling, were continually pas

sing each other. About the middle of the whole line of craters was situ

ared one, which laboured the most, and made the loudest, the heaviest,

the highest, and the most dangerous discharges; from the rocks of which

our party twice narrowly escaped, one or two of very considerable size fal

ling within a pace of us:–I think the lava flowed only from a few of the

chief craters, particularly the double one. During the emissions of

rock and flame, the boiling matter was seen, in slow undulating waves,

issuing through the sides, close to the bottom of the black hills of ashes.

The double crater appeared completely isolated by the lava of the others.

Just below it, all the lava uniting, formed one grand stream of various

breadths, from half a mile to 50 yards, which, leaving the fir wood, per

sued its destructive course down a rocky part of the mountain, interspersed

with oaks; until, about five miles below thc double crater, it entered some

vineyards, after dividing into two branches, the principal one of which ad

vancing a mile further, directly thereatened the house of Baron Carri.

Within 200 yards cf this house, it entered a hollow way, which it was
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hoped, would turn its course; but, going on, according to the direction of

the impelling fluid behind, its loose rocks rolling off the main body, soon filled

up the small ravine, and formed a causeway for itself to pass. The other

branch took the direction of Lingua Grossa, and arrived very near the Baron

Lagnone's house, whose inhabitants, as well as those of the town, were

trembling for their property, when the cruption ccased.

The stream sourctimes branched off and joined again, forming islands as

it flowed along Sºmetimes its banks were formed by the sides of ravines;

but where the country was open, it formed its own, which, from the porous

nature of the lava, imbibed the cool air, and soon hardened into black and

lofty banks of m. my feet in thickness. It gradually thickened in advancing

until about four miles from the crater, when it hegan to assume the appear

ance of a vast rugged mound of black rocks, or stones and cinders, moving

almost imperceptibly along. 13y day light, the general appearance of this

amazing stream, or moving nound, was black, and might be compared to

a long tract of ploughed ground, moving and smºking along, raised on

banks from fift. cn to forty feet high. The end of it, however, presented

a bold front of vivid fire, about fifteen or sixteen feet high, and cight paces

in extent. While it moved forward in a body, the loose stones and cinders,

prescºting Icss resistance to the strean behind, impelled in a continual suc

cession from the top, rolled cracking down its rough sloping sides and front,

advancing before the main body, and burning the grass, the weeds, and

grape vines, like light troops skirmishing on the front and flai,ks of an

army marching in solid column.

I never saw a painting which gave any thing like a correct idea of lava,

yet it appears no difficult task. I could discern nothing of the fluid part of

the stream; yet, until somewhat cooled, by flowing several miles, it must

be liquid immediately underneath the thin light crusted surface. Just after

issuing from the crater, I should think it flowed at the rate of four miles

an hour; half way down the stream (whose whole extent, when the erup

tion ceased, was about six miles), a mile and a half an hour, and so on,

gradually decreasing in velocity to the most advanced part, where its

progress was a few hundred yards a day.

The night view of the eruption and stream of lava was truly grand and

terrific. The rocks emitted from the craters displayed a white heat, and

the flames an intense red. When the adjacent hills and valleys were co

vered by a shower of rocks, they appeared, for a time, beautifully span

gled with stars; whose silver brightness, as well as that of the burning trees,

formed a no less admirable contrast to the flames of the crater than did

the evening songs of the birds to the bellowing of the mountain. The lava

was a fancied infernal ſire, streaked black and red, presenting a horrid

contrast to the dark surrounding scenery. Here, down the rocky slopes,

it rolled a cataract of fire; there, it displayed floating mounts crowned

with imagined fortre-scs. Trces were scen, as if growing from the fire,

whose parched branches, and burning trunks exhibited the idea of desola

tion in all its horrors. - --

The country about Lingua Grossa, Pic Monte, and other places on that
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side of the mountain, now lies covered with ashes, three or four inches in

depth. Though some lands have suffered by lava, many have been ma

nured by ashes, and the whole island is freed from the dread of earthquakes

for some time to come. Thus we find

“all partial evil universal good.”

Except the inhabitants likely to suffer, little concern or curiosity was ex

pressed by the Sicilians. Even the Baron Carri, whose house was so much

in danger, with superstitious obstinacy, rejected for a long while, every

proposal of the British officers for removing his property. “No, no,” he

always replied, “Let it be as God wills it.” At length, however, self-in

terest prevailed, and solitary walls alone remained. But when the lava

had arrived within 200 yards of this deserted habitation, the eruption ceas

ed, to the great joy of the natives, who attributed this mercy to the merits

and interference of their Patron Saints, whose images were daily brought

from Castiglione(a distance of three miles) in procession during the progress

of this calamity, and placed, while mass was performed, amidst the tears

of a wretched multitude, a few yards in front of the slow advancing fire.

This procession was composed of the miserable and ragged natives, of both

sexes and all ages, crying and sobbing, beating their breasis, tearing their

hair, and flogging their backs in penance, while their priests were calling

on their saints to assist them. On their way to the lava, they stopped at

the Baron's house, from the balcony of which the Chief Priest, with the

most violent gestures of grief, delivered a short sermon, in which he told

them, that the eruption was a judgment upon their sins, and recommend

ed them to mend their lives, and pray to all the Saints to intercede for them.

Every pause of this discourse was filled with a general burst of tears, beat

ng of breasts, tearing of hair, and flogging of backs. I was never more

affected by any scene of public distress. How feeble, how insignificant

does he feel, who stands within 200 yards of these furious volcanoes,

What must be the pangs of his heart, who beholds his earthly property,

his native fields, in a few hours irrecoverably overwhelmed Transitory,

compared with this, are all the other scourges of the earth. The fertility

swept away by floods and tempests, by war and pestilence, is shortly

succeeded by smiling plenty —The fields of Austerlitz and Jena already

revive from their late desolations. Even Spain may perhaps ere long; but

many successive generations, with hopeless sighs, must view the black and

barren rocks which have buried the native lands of their unhappy fore

fathers.

z

PRESERVATIVE AGAINST DROWNING.

BARON LITGENDoRF, well known for his travels, has invented a machine

by means of which a person may exist under water without fear of being

drowned. It is a kind of canvass, which allows the body to assume every

possible position, and which is expected to be extremely useful in saving

ersons in danger of being drowned. The police of Vicnna have purchased

a considerable number of these machines, with the view of assisting in

bring" g up drowned persons from the bottom of the Danube.
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wool. SUBSTITUTED FOR HEMP.

AMoscst the honorary rewards, presented by the Society for the Encou

ragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce, in the year 1808, was a

gold medal to George Whitworth, Esq. of Coxwold, Lincolnshire, for his

exertions in manufacturing ropes and sacking from sheep's wool, to answer

the purpose of similar articles made from hemp.

These exertions will perhaps be less attended to, now that we have

obtained such abundant supplies of hemp from Russia; but the knowledge

of having a cheap and valuable substitute for that commodity, at all times

within our reach, is surely deserving of very serious consideration.

The wool sacking, proposed by Mr. Whitworth, is adapted to the purpose

of making good hammocks, and may be afforded at the same price as the

hempen ones now in use. The woollen ropes wili, in the first instance, be

about threepence per pound dearer than hempen ones; but the difference

will be amply compensated by the superior value of the old materials, which

may be re-manufactured for coarse woollens, as well as if they had not

previously been made into ropes.

Taking the raw materials of hempen and of woollen ropcs, each at 841.

per ton, Mr. Whitworth estimates the ropes respectively as follows, in point

of weight and value, new and old, of the same size:—

17+ ounces of hemp, worth, new, 13d. worth, old, 1d.

12 ounces of wool, worth, new, 120. worth, old, 4d.

Mr. Whitworth, however, is of opinion, that when woollen ropes shall be

brought to perfection, they may be afforded, in the first instance, at a

cheaper rate than hempen ones. The durability of the former, especially

where there is much friction, is also greater than that of the latter.

Auother circuinstance deserving of notice is, that, at a moderate calcula

tion, 15,000 tons of hemp would require more than 7000 acres of land to

produce it : a quantity of land which would produce more oats, exclusively

of other articles, than would supply half London.

Further information on this subject may be found in the XXVIth Volume

of the Transactions of the Society of Arts, page 153; and specimens of the

ropes and sacking, manufactured according to Mr. Whitworth's plan, are

preserved in the Society's Repository, Adelphi.

REMAI, KABLE ESCAPE OF AN ENGLISH ofFICER FROM FRANCE.

The following narrative of the hair-breadth cscapes of a young officer, a

native of Leeds, is copied from the original communication to his brother,

dated Malta, May 28, 1809 —

“DEAR BROTHER,

“No doubt you will be astonished to hear from me at this place, when

you naturally suppose that I am confined still in a French prison: here ſ

am, however, and I will state the particulars of my escape from France.

Finding there was no probability of an exchange, and feeling that I was

£2ab, Işton. Cloſ. XXIII. F
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losing my time in idleness, I was determined to venture, at all hazards, to

make my escape, though I witnessed every day so many examples of young

men being retaken and laden with irons. On the 18th cf March, 1808, I

threw up my parole, and entered into prison with the seamen; having every

thing ready, at twelve o'clock at night, I descended the ramparts, and tra

velled through fields, woods, and high roads, always going round the towns

and villages, travelling by night, and resting in the woods by day, only

entering into a farm-house to purchase bread. In this way I travelled

88 nights without ever sleeping in a bed; and there being always a guard

upon the bridges, I was obliged to swim across the rivers. At length 1

reached Marseilles, having travelled upwards of two hundred and sixty

leagues, and during the chief part of the time had continual snow and rain.

When just on the point of getting into a boat, I was unfortunately retaken

by the custom-house officers. Still, having hopes of getting clear, I would

not give up myself for a prisoner of war. I was in consequence treated as

a spy, and under this opinion I was put into a dungeon, too small for me to

stand upright in, and not sufficiently long enough to lie down at full length.

Here I was almost eaten up with vermin, of which there is no scarcity in

France. In that place I remained near three months, living upon bread

and water.

“Finding I could not get clear, I came to a determination to give

myself up as a prisoner of war. This was out of the frying pan into the

fire; they immediately put irons upon me, and marched me by day through

the country which I had travelled by night, a few months before. In two

months I reached Bitche, the strongest fort they have in the country, and

was condemned to remain there during the war, with several of my unfor

tunate countrymen. I was them upwards of forty feet under ground, but

allowed two or three hours a day to walk on the fortress, surrounded with

soldiers; finding myself not the happiest mortal on earth, I was determined

once more to try my luck.

“With this resolution, my fellow prisoners and myself made a party

amongst us, and after a great deal of trouble, cutting and breaking every

obstacle that lay before us, at length we found ourselves in the open air;

still having the sentinels to pass, and a rampart of one hundred fect to

descend, having previously made a rope of linen, which had been bought

for shirts, we were at last so fortunate as to get tolerably safe down, only

cutting our hands a little, the rope being too small. This happened on the

8th of December last! it was then snowing and freezing in a most dread

ful manner. Still marching on as before by night, until the 25th, your

birth-day, myself and four companions were surprised by the gend' armes,

a set of fellows then employed to take up deserters. We were once more

ironed, and marched from whence we came, upwards of 160 leagues.

“On our arrival we were put into a dungeon with nine inches water, a

little straw, and fifty feet under ground; not able to stand or lie during our

confinement. Our case being desperate, we came to the determination to

lose our lives or get clear, as it was impossible to live in such a place more

than a few days. Having found means of procuring saws, hammers, and
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chissels, we set to work once more, and, on the 8th of February, at two

o'clock in the morning, I found myself once more in the open fields, having

come to a resolution to lose my life rather than be taken, as it would only

make a few days difference. I pursued my journey, undismayed, through

both the French and Austrian armies. My sufferings in this escape were

as severe as formerly ; still I had to bear up against snow and rain, cold

and hunger; but at length, on the 16th of March, I found myself in perfect

safety at Trieste. Had you seen me that day, you would have thought me

perfectly mad : I think myself so at present, or at least every body tells me

so. On my arrival at Trieste, there being no men of war, I was obliged to

take a passage in an Imperial vessel; and, on my arrival here, the ad

miral, on hearing from others who had come with me what I hadsuffered,

had the goodness to appoint me acting lieutenant to the Sabrina, which I

shall join in the morning.” -

BRItisli Bravelty.

A curious little book,entitled, Historical and Political Observations upon

the Sate of Turkey, by R. D. London, 1683, contains (page 153) the

following relation of a fight by two English ships against the Turkish fleet.

in the time of Sultan Mourad, (vulgarly called Amurath) who died A. D.

1640, in the 17th year of his reign, aged 31.

“The Hector, and the William and Ralph, being lading of corn in the

gulf of Mola [Volo fl were met with by the Captain-Bashaw, in his passage

towards Cairo and those ports: Now corn being a prohibited commodity,

and not to be transported, under penalty of forfeiting ships, goods, and

liberty of the men, the Bashaw was invited at the prospect of such a booty,

to command his gallies to seize the vessels, which as they were but two, it

was not questioned but that they would yield and surrender upon the first

summons: but these true English courages not being used to yield them

selves up so tamely, were resolved the Turks should pay as dear as they

could make them for the loss of their liberty, lives, and goods; wherefore,

having by cutting their cables, put themselves under sail, and got into the

main sea, they fought with the whole fleet above three hours, being some

times boarded by one galley, sometimes by two at once; yet as they plied

their quarter-deck guns with small shot, and made a gallant defence with

their half-pikes, they often cleared their decks, and put off the enemy with

great slaughter. The Captain-Bashaw, being ashamed that his fleet should

meet with such opposition from such vessels, resolved to enter his men at

the gun-room port of one of the ships; and running the prow of the galley

into the stern port, the valiant crew of the gun-room clapt an iron spike

into the trunch-hole of the prow, whereby the galley being wedged fast to

the timbers of the ship, they brought their stern-shot ladeu with cross-barrs,

pieces of iron, and partridg-shot to bear upon thein, which raking them fore

and aft, killed the C. B. himself, with near 300 out of the admiral

galley. At length, having spent all their shot, they charged their guns with
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pieces of eight, and being overpowered by numbers, and not able farther to

resist, they set fire to their ships, which blowing up, destroyed two or three

of the gallies which lay by their sides, together with those men which were

then fighting aboard at hand-blows on the deck with the defendants: so that

none of the English were taken, unless three or four that were fished out of

the water; and thus an end was put to the fight, the Turks gaining the vic

tory with the loss of 1,200 slaves killed or wounded, besides Turks, and

were forced into port, where they remained a full month to repair their .

gallies. This fight affected all with amazement at the bravery, or obstimacy

as they call it, of the English; and is a matter remembered and talked of to

this day, especially by the son of the Cap. B. who was slain, called Omem

[Omer ?] Bashaw of Ogli, being Bashaw of Rhodes at present, and com

mands three or four gallies; for which reason he is so inveterate an enemy

to the English, that to satisfy his revenge, he buyes what English slaves he

Čan get into his gallies, and sells none under a double price or ransom.”

QUICK TRAVELLING.

Or the ºrtraordinary faculties of an English Man of War, eremplified hy

the circuitous passage of H. M. Ship Mercury, from England to Aler

andria, in Egypt.

At 7 A.M. Monday, May 5th, 1600, sailed from St. Helen's.

"At 2 P.M. Saturday, May 24th, hove too off Lisbon.

At 10 P.M. do. do. bore up.

At 9 P.M. Sunday, June 1st, anchored in Gibraltar Bay.

At 6 P.M. Tuesday, June 3d, sailed ſrom Gibraltar.

At 8 A.M. Sunday, June 8th, anchored off Mahon (Minorca).

At 7 P.M. Monday, June 9th, sailed from Mahon.

At 2 P.M. Monday, June 16th, anchored in Genoa Mole.

At 6 P.M. Wednesday, June 18th, sailed from Genoa.

At 7 A.M. Friday, June 20th, anchored off Genoa Mole.

At 5 P.M. Monday, June 23d, sailed.

At 7 A.M. Thursday, June 26th, anchored in Lcghorn Road.

At 6 P.M. Sunday, June 29th, sailed from Leghorn.

At 11 A.M. Thursday, July 10th, anchored off Malta.

At 9 A.M. Friday, July 11th, sailed from Malta.

At 8 P.M. Sunday, July 20th, anchored at Corf).

At 10 A.M. Monday, July 21st, sailed from Corf.

At 8 P.M. Thursday, July 24th, anchored in the Bay of Coronſ(Morex).

At 8 P.M. Saturday, July 26th, sailed from Coron.

On Thursday, July 31st, arrived off Alexandria,

º
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CORRESPONDENCE.

ON THE SEA FENCIBLES,

MR. EDITOR, London, December 21, 1809.

THE coarse and invidious attack on the Sea Fencible Corps, which

appeared in your last Chronicle, under the signature of Agricola,

had, as we learn from a Correspondent, T. D. previously obtained admission

into one of the morning papers; but while such a collection of hardy asser

tions was confined to that or similar publications of the heur, it certainly

could not be expected to extort from any rational man a serious refutation.

When such assertions, however, disgraced by errors or absurdities, have

once found their way into a respectable work like yours—one, ostensively

devoted to the interests of the navy, the case, it may be thought, has become

essentially different, and that, the respectability acquired by such a con

nection should at least entitle it to a marked reprobation.

On this supposition I shall proceed to examine the contents of the letter

alluded to, first observing, on the conduct of its admirer, T. D. that after

having himself detected one misrepresentation, amounting to 50,000l. in

the statement, there might have been expected from his modesty a little

łess confidence in pointing the public attention to the remainder. On the

subject, too, of his curious and warlike conclusion, that “notwithstanding

all the efforts which have been made, the services of thus corps have never

been at all commensurate with the expense to which it subjects the nation,”

I shall also previously observe, that most fortunately fºr the nation, the

proper hour to decide on the merits of this corps has not yet arrived, and

that to judge in this way of the utility of military establishment, is in reality

to judge as if the merit of every corps was alone to be decided by the num

ber of its battles. Alas, Sir, if this bloody doctrine be just, what can be

said for more than two-thirds of the military corps n.ow in the nation ?

To the humble Sea Fencibles, so warlike a distinction may be nothing, for

they can exist as they have existed—strangers to appl; use or admiration.

But what shall console, I ask, our numerous defenders--our fine volunteers,

our life and horse guards, our standing, and local militia, may, I am afraid

we must add, many thousand others, who boldly aspire to the character of

heroes Let T. D. Sir, think of this; it may be worthy of his warlike

reflections, while I pass on to expose, and hold up to honest indignation,

those coarse and daring untruths, which, under the nan le of Agricola, have

been so unbiushingly and lavishly asserted. Near the commencement of

the letter alluded to, the first of these hardy assertion, is, that “The Sea

Feucible Corps is a force in name only," although the well known fact is

that the Sea Fencible corps does or did consist of between twenty and

thirty thousand intrepid men, regularly trained to the use of artillery and

of the pike, under officers of acknowledged valour and long services, and

that the greater part of this force so trained, is constantly in readiness for
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the defence of our commerce from privateering marauders, and is main

tained, not only for the defence of all the most vulnerable parts of Great

Britain and Ireland, (the sea coasts) but for the best possible defence from

invasion of the land itself, by rushing forth in their numerous boats to pro

voke the encouster, that is, to meet the invaders half way, to forbid them

our soil; and, I trust, to prove themselves the legitimate brethren of those

noble fellows, who never see an enemy afloat, but to conquer. But if, not

withstanding these facts, it still be made an objection to this hardy, simple

race of men, that whatever may be the effects of their approach on the

water, on the land at least they would be found to carry no terrors to the

enemy—no dread exterior, no fierce accoutrements, none of those imposing

pomps of war that stamp the soldier. If it, I say, he wisely imputed to

them as a weakness, that no “splendid plumes, no dazzling scarlet, hides

their rugged forms,” no camps exhibit, no music charms, no public break

fasts cheer these scouted tars, then, indeed, Mr. Editor, and without doubt,

must their unworthiness be admitted; then, in truth, must their defenders

abandon their cause; for who among its advocates, in an age like this,

shall be bold enough to advance, that parade and ostentation are character

istically despised? who shall be mad enough to avow, that it is the pride

and the glory of these strange men to wear only elothes that are o use–

to have jackets that are blue ! / Assertion the second says, that this force

cannot cost the nation much less than 200,000l. per anuum, when the fact .

is, as may be easily proved, that it docs not cost the nation near half tº..at

sum ! By assertion the third, we find that the Sca Fencibles are enrolled

to serve only in case of invasion, when the fact again is in direct coutradic

tion, for they are not only bound to serve at that momentous crisis, either

ashore or afloat, but they are bound at all times to watch the beach when

the weather is favourable for an enciny's landing, and also “ or...burk on

board any armed vesselfor the protection of ships, when any armed vessel of .

the enemy is in sight;" and this, I believe, Sir, is doing quite as much as

many of the corps with whom they are so invidiously contrasted. The

fourth assertion says, their officers have no command over them. Now,

Sir, again hear the fact. Their officers have not only that sort of command

which arises from the influence of character, personal knowledge, and a

similarity of pursuits, but they may in most cases be said to hold in their

hit.d the very means of their subsistence, for though all these men may be,

on inquiry, legally exempted from the impress, yet it is not practicable to

carry about with them such satisfactors vouchers, as will insure them unin

terrupted employment in fishing or other occupations ou the water, conse

quently the value of a Sea Fencible protection is to them almost incalcula

ble, and well worth the most scrupulous attention to every official command.

But if any thing more be thought necessary, is it not aniply supplica by the

press warrants with which every officer in that service is furnished? The

fifth assertion, relative to the times of mustering, has already been flatly

disproved by his friend T. D. and the sir h, relative to the pay of the cap

tains, is cntitled to little more credit. The senior captains, he says, are

paid 11.15s. 0d. per diem, and all the rest 11.10s. 0d, but the fact is, that
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the senior captains commanding districts are paid no more than the other

post captains; that is, 11.10s. 0d. though five shillings a day are allowed

them as a compensation for their expenses, in keeping a clerk, for stationary,

&c. and so far are all the rest of the 143 there mentioned from receiving

1]. 10s. 0d. that near 40 of that number are only in the receipt of 11.2s. 6d.

per diem. His seventh assertion, that according to Steel's Navy List, there

are 143 captains around the coasts of England, Wales, and Ireland, and

“ that Scotland is not there mentioned,” is at once a curious specimen of

the wretchedness of his information, and the temerity of his assertions; for

it is almost impossible to look at that part of Steel's List so quoted,

without being struck by the names of the Coast of Angus, the Frith of

Forth, LEITH, St. ABB's Head, and DUNDEE ; but without doubt this

bold asperser has yet to learn, that a little knowledge of geography is in

dispensable to the man who undertakes to talk about national resources;

and that he who presumes to censure on such subjects should at least be

free from the suspicion, that Dundee had been sought for in the neighbour

hood of the Guards, or St. Abb's Head, and the Frith of Forth, in the

mouth of the Channel. The eighth assertion, proclaims that the captains of

the Sea Fencibles are now receiving more than double their pay when afloat.

Why, if this be true, Sir, how harshly and cruelly the captains afloat have

been injured; but what shall be said, when on inquiry it appears, that such

is the stupidity of the captains who are enjoying these good things now on

shore, that more than two-thirds are madly straining every nerve to get into

ships at sea, aye, and absurdly call themselves ill used by a refusal ' Why

what a dereliction of common sense is this if the appointment to a com

mand on shore is so much preferabie to that on the waters | But the truth

is, Mr. A. knows no more about what is paid to them afloat, than he does

of what they are receiving ashore; for instance, he gives us to understand

that a captain of a first rate receives no more than twenty-three shillings

daily, though every sailor knows that he ought rather to have said 21. 3s. 0d.

than 11. 8s. 0d. per diem But what a contemptible artifice is that, where

he gravely assures us, that a lieutenant-colonel commanding a battalion

in the line, does not receive more than half the pay of the captains he so

complains of; as if we must of necessity be ignorant of that which every

drummer boy knows; for who among them does not know, how many good

things under the names of rations, coals, candles, bat, forage, &c. they

enjoy though he should have known that the envied captains of the Sea

Fencibles are so far from having any thing similar, that the very printing of

their tickets is paid out of the pockets of more than one half of them.

Again, why are all these captains so employed to be levelled to the rank of

lieutenant-colonels in the army, when more than 90 on that service now

rank with colonels on shore; and at least might be put on the establishment

of the militia, though if any fair comparison could be made, it is the pay of .

the artillery that should properly be quoted. His eleventh assertion, that

the pay of the militia is inferior to that of the line, so far as it relates to the

colonels, may or may not be fact, but the twelfth, which says that most

corps of volunteers have no pay at all, even admitting it to the singular
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distinction of a truth, is in every other respect highly censurable; for what

must we think of the candour of the man who attempts to impose such a

truth on us as a fair comparison? Have all the colonels of the voluateers, I

would ask, devoted the youth and prime of their lives to a hard and

perilous service Have they climbed their way up to rank amidst battles

and victories? Have they even received that rank for military services :

Do they now, I would ask, consent to abandon for a series of years their

local comforts and earliest society, or are they supposed to owe their sub

sistence to their command Nay, is there one, who at this day wonld

accept of double the pay, on the possible condition of being banished to the

barbarous out-ports of Ireland And if not, where, I ask, is the fairness—

the honesty of such an allusion ? But, indeed, Mr. Editor, on looking over

the whole of what has been asserted, I think I may fairly take upon me to

say, that never before did any one man, in so small a space, venture to

crowd together so many misrepresentations or falsehoods—there is not, that

I know of, one assertion that will stand the test of rigid inquiry, nor one

thought that entitles it to the slightest attention from the public; for as to

the remark, that the Sea Fencibles might be placed under the officers of the

Impress, by way of lessening the national expenditure, is springs from a

sort of canting economy, that every would-be reformer proposes. To be

sure, Mr. Editor, this sort of double duty is a vastly ingenious mode of

economizing and lessening the national expenditure, and if we could but

carry it a little farther, the savings made might be truly surprising; for

instance, one bishop might possibly serve for half a dozen dioceses; three or

four judges might do the business of all the others; onehead may perhaps be

thought enough for one cabinet, and consequently an enormous expense

might be saved to the public in state offices. But these would be trifles to

what might still be done; one colonel might, for what I know, serve for one

or two hundred regiments; majors might be thought altogether unnecessary;

and perhaps the impress service itself might be carried on by lieutenants.

All these reforms would be wonderful savings andeed, and the business of

the nation no doubt would be quite as well managed ' What, then, Mr.

Editor, do I deserve for my economical project, if Mr. A. can any how con

ceive himself entitled to the gratitude of the nation ? But in fact that

writer's pretensions to credit are not quite so evident, for it scems that the

great test of merit with him and T. D. lies in manufacturing superior plans

of economy, and if so, how wretchedly 'low must he lie in the scale, who,

after all his calculations and re-calculations, after all his double duties, bis

scheming and contriving, cannot even promise to keep afoot a corps of five

and-twenty thousand men, for the same money as is now paid by those

spendthrift blockheads, his Majesty's, ministers, for be it remembered, that

this economical writer would unde(take, by means of certain retrenchments

and double duties, to reduce the costs of the Sea Fencible establishment to

the inconsiderable sum of 100,000l. per annum, and I hereby pledge myself

to prove, that it does not at present cost the public near that money. -

TRIDENT.

*…**
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Ma. EDITOR, November, 1809.

IFNClººp you will receive a copy of a letter that was sent to the

* First Lord of the Admiralty in May last, with a view of obtaining for

those deserving characters (Navy officers) those badges of honour they are

so deservedly entitled to ; but which, it would appear, are still intended to

be withheld. Indeed, not much is to be expected, while an army officer

presides over the naval interests. Had one of our veteran admirals been

appointed as commander-in-chief of the army (which might have been done

with as much propriety) he, I have no doubt, would have done more

honour to their interests.

Your inserting the enclosed letter in your next number, will extremely

oblige a constant reader, and well wisher to your NAvAL Cli Rosic LE, and

a most sincere

FRIEND TO REAL MERIT.

(A COPY.)

“My Lond, - “London, May 1809.

“A short time before his Royal Highness the Duke of York resigned the

office of commander-in-chief of the army, a regulation took place, which

had for its object to give more consequence and respectability to the

officers in the army, by every mark of distinction in their dress that can be

contrived. This will of course afford the officers who are cntitled thereto

much satisfaction, and ensure them more general respect. Prior to this

regulation, field officers (with the exception of officers in the grenadiers,

&c.) were alone entitled to wear two epaulets, but now field officers by

brevet are entitled to wear two. Brigade majors, adjutants, &c. have also

their additions, all evidently for the purpose of making them appear of

more consequence. All these regulations which have for their object the

improvement in appearance, or condition, of those gallant men, who devote

their lives and fortunes, &c. to the service of their country, must certainly

excite the admiration of every liberal mind; but while we admire, and

applaud, those regulations, which are made for the increase of the

respectability of the officers in the Army, we cannot help regretting that

some attention is not paid to the appearance of the officers of the Navy,

who, it must be aſiowed, are, upon every consideration, cntitled to an equal

share of respect. Those ineroes, who never unsheath their swords in vain,

give every day fresh proofs to the astonishcq world of their zeal and

- gallantry, in fighting their country's battles. Why should the appearance

of such men not accord with their I. A NK, as well as that of their brethren

in the army. Nothing that can be done by your lordship would gratify the

naval officers more, than to make their appearance equal to their rank;

as at present it bears no comparison to that high character which they have

so often fought and bled to attain.

“If I am rightly informed, it was Lord Hugh Seymour who first intre

duced epaulets into the naval service: it is much to he regretted that his

£ab. Ibroit. CIGI,XXIII. G. -
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lordship should so far have forgotten the respect which was due to post

captains under three years, as well as to the cammanders, both of whom

rank with field officers. Why should they not have two epaulets & The

commander has particular reason to complain, having his epaulet on the

left shoulder, which has more the appearance of a mark of disgrace, than a

rank of honour. His lordship was, until the foregoing regulations took

place, universally respected; but by making those mean distinctions, he

was as generally execrated ; as, by so doing, he certainly lost sigºt of what

was due to so honourable a body of men. A post captain under three

years, who ranks with a lieutenant-colonel in the army, can wear only one

epaulet. A commander, who ranks with a major, also wears one; but,

what is very extraordinary, that is upon the left shoulder, which has a most

degrading appearance, and is sensibly felt as such by every officer of that

rank in the service, as well as by all those who aspire to it; it being well

known that there exists no such mean distinction in any service in

Europe.

I indeed have been an eye witness, in foreign countries, in what disre

spect a British commander is held, with his epaulet upon his left shoulder.

Soldiers on duty, when a commander passes, pay no respcct whatever to him

as an officer. On the other hand, when a subaltern in the army passes, he

never fails to receive all the homage due to his rank, though in fact he

ranks only with a midshipman. Naval lieutenants, who rank with captains

in the army, have nothing in their appearance at all calculated to convey an

idea of their rank. It must be obvious, that they have an equal claim to

an epaulet with the captain in the army. The subalterns at present, from

their very superior appearance, are too much in the habit of considering

those gallant heroes as inferior to themselves; as their dress is greatly cal

culated to convey such an idea. I trust there is no man in this highly

favoured nation (which owes its chief security to the valour of those naval

heroes) who would withhold any distinction which is due to them; and it

cannot be doubted, but they are justly entitled to every mark of distinction

which officers of the same rank in the army enjoy.

“I exhort you, my Lord, to give the claims of those much neglected

heroes a serious consideration; and though you may deem it inexpedient,

at this time, to listen to their claims for an advance of pay, let their

appearance be such as to give them that consequence to which their heroic

deeds in arms so justly entitle them. By this means, my Lord, you will

conciliate (without any additional expense to your country) the most

valiant of her sons. England's much boasted constitution, with every

other advantage for which we are so much envied, would, I fear, soon vanish

before the scourge of mankind, were it not for those gallant heroes, whose

cause I am now pleading, and who, notwithstanding their just claims have

been viewed with indifference, still continue to persevere in that glorious

career which has been the admiration of all mankind, and the only effectual,

barrier to the universal sway of the most detestable of all tyrants. I trust

that the foregoing hints will induce your Lordship to cause the uniforms ofall

commissioned officers in the navy to be made in every point as respectable
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as those of the same rank in the army. Distinction in rank may be easily

made, by introducing into the collar of the post captain's coat an embroi

dered anchor, which would be sufficient to distinguish his rank from that

of a commander, as two epaulets are indispensable to both ranks, being

equal to field officers. All lieutenants should certainly have an epaulet on

the right shoulder.

“Trusting that your Lordship will condescend to give the foregoing an

attentive consideration, I am, my Lord, with the most profound respect and

consideration,

“ A SINCERE FRIEND TO REAL MEIRIT.”

“To the Right Hon. Lord Mulgrave, -

First Lord ºf the Admiralty, Sc.

--

NAVAL WARFARE.

N deference to the opinion of a correspondent who has pointed

out the following passage of an eminent periodical writer,

as conveying advice entitled to the attention of those to whose use

our pages are principally dedicated, we readily allow the NA v Al

CHRoN1cle to serve as repeating frigate.

“After what has passed in the Southern Peninsula; after so many proofs

of the folly of attempting to resist Buonaparté, unless the people of Spain be

made parties deeply interested in such resistance, let us hope, that measures

will be taken to make them parties in the contest. Without this, I an

persuaded, that nothing at all is to be done; and that the struggle had bet

ter be given up at once. At any rate, we should not attempt to have an

army in the heart of Spain. Flying squadrons round the coast, with de

tachments of foot-soldiers and artillery on board, alighting here and there

as occasiou might offer, and not sparing the coast of France at the same

time: these are what the Spaniards want to assist them; such is the assis

tance, they have always wanted, and such is the assistance that the

most sensible part of their leaders have asked for. It is by no means

necessary, that the commanders of these squadrons and detachments

should be members of the Society for the Suppression of Vice; that they

should have so much conjugal affection as to induce them to take their

wives to sea, and, perchance, retain their squadrons in port for some weeks

in order to ensure the attendance of an able accoucheur; that they should

be so pious as to spend in prayer the time that might be devoted to watch

ings of a far different sort; that they should be full of that kind of religious

deference and humility which induces men to leave the enemy wholly to the

clastisement of Divine Providence in cases where one's bacon would be in

danger. No : I beg leave to repeat, that it is by no means necessary, that
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the commandcrs of such squadrons and detachments should belong to this

tribe of warriors. I do not give this as my opinion: I have heard Spaniards

say so. I have heard Spaniards distinctly aver, that they have no notion

that a fortress, in the hands of the French, can be taken from them merely

by a prayer, however long, or however sauctified by an utterance through

the nasal organs; and that, though very partial to saints themselves, they

would much rather see a protestant commander discover temerity in attack

ing one ship or battery, than in kissing all the four Evangelists. --To

about half a dozen squadrons, such as I have here been speaking of, we

should add an abundance of arms and ammunition and some officers of

artillery and engineers, of tried merit. To these, perhaps, two or three

hundred good non-commissioned officers who have seen service abroad,

might be added. But, no English army in the country, who we may be

assured, will, and must, eat up the country, as far as they go, and will,

of course, always leave discontent and resentment behind them. The

newspapers have, for some time past, represented the Spaniards as being

in great distress for the want of arms, and this is the more surprising, as we

have heard such pompous accounts of the shipments, on the part of our go

vernment, of arms for Spain. But to be very plain upon this point, I know,

as well, perhaps, as any man can know any thing, without being an eye

witness of it, that the Spaniards are in the greatest distress for the want of

arms, particularly muskets.

HYDROGRAPHY.

Trinity-House, London, River Thames, December 26, 1800.

A BRIG having been lately sunk in Sea Reach, in the fair way of ves.

sels sailing through that Channel, notice is hereby given, that a Red

Buoy is laid about 60 feet to the Westward of the said Wreck, in 19 feet

at Low Water Spring Tides, with the following Marks and Bearings, viz.

Leigh Church, bearing N. by E. # E.

The Easternmost House on CanveyIsland, bearing N.W. by N. and

Petsey Church, about a Ship's Length open to the Northward of it.

The Nore Light, bearing S.E. # E.

The least water found over any part of the wreck was 19 feet at low

Water.

Trinity-House, London, January 12, 1810.

This Corporation having, in compliance with the request of the Mier

chants, Owners, and Masters of Ships, concerned in the Northern Navi

gation, caused the Lights at the Fern Islands to be altered and improved:–

Notice is hereby given, That from and after the 20th instant, the said

Lights will be exhibited with an additional number of Lamps and Reflectors,

producing lights of increased brilliancy, which will be visible to a consider

able distance, for the benefit of navigation. It is intended to erect a small

third light, to serve as a leading mark to guide ships between the two

Shoals, called the Goldstone and the Plough, of which, when completed,

due notice will be given.
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ORIENTAL SEAS.

Ertract of a Letter from the Commanding Officer at the Moluccas, to the

Governor-General in Council, dated Aug. 19, 1802.

“The ship Bangalore, Capt. Lynch, was wrecked last May, on an un

known shoal, in lat 7 deg. 38 min. S. long. 120 deg. 45 min. E. about 11 or

12 leagues to the Northward of the island of Mangeray. This shoal was

laid down in old Dutch charts, but has been left out for some years past

“His Majesty's armed brigs Amboyna and Mongoose arrived here on

12th Nov. from China; they experienced very boisterous weather, which

obliged then to cross over from the coast of Cochin China, to the Straits

of Baliboe, and the Solo Sea. They discovered a small island, and shoal

of rocks and sand not laid down in any of our charts. º

“Observations of the Amboyna, lat. 7 deg. 52 min. N. long. 113 deg.

7 min. E. Observations of the Mongoose, lat. 7 deg. 51 min. N. long.

113 deg. 5 min. E.”

Calcutta, November 12, 1802.

Account of a ledge of rocks, discovered by his Majesty's ship Arrogant,

the Dover Castle, Asia, and Admiral Rainier, in company, 23d Jan.

1802:—“Four hours 30 min. P. M. saw the appearance of breakers, bear

ing N.N.W. distant about half a mile; brought to, and sent a boat to exa

mine them, which returned at half-past six. Having found a ledge of coral

rocks, with only six feet water on them, extending a quarter of a mile N.

I. and S.W., the soundings round them two and half, five, cight, and twelve

fathoms, at a cable's length, and twenty-five at about a quarter of a mile

distant, latitude 5 deg. 12 min. S. longitude 1 13 deg. E. per Chronometer.

The above situations may be depended on, as the time-keepers of all the

ships agreed, and the Island of Lubeck was seen at noon from the Asia's

masthead, bearing S.S.W.; and we made the island of Salumbo next morn

ing, our run to which agreed very well with the above longitude. The

reef is not laid down in any chart, and being in the track of ships going

through the Java seas, makes it very dangerous.”

A shoal has been found in latitude 21 deg. a min. S. longitude 161 deg.

30 min. E.

Two islands, low and woody, about 3. miles in circuit have been seen in

lat. 6 deg. 30 min. N. long. 143 deg. E.

A shoal has also been detected in lat. 5 deg. N. long. 131 deg. 14 min. E.

trending about N.N.E. and S.S.W. in length about 23 miles, and in breadth

not much more than half a cable's length. A number of rocks above wa

ter with a dry sand bank were visible in the middle of this danger. The

position was astronomically determined at the North end. F. R. S.

PH,ATE CCCII.

Nour Twenty-first Volume, page 476, will be found a Map of Cadiz

" Harbour, accompanied by an historical and descriptive account of the

city.—The annexed View of Cadiz, from the southward, by Mr. Pocock,

forms a proper companioi, for that map.
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The Present State of Turkey; or a Description of the Political, Civil, and

Religious, Constitution, Government, and Laws of the Ottoman Empire;

the Finances, Military and Naval Establishments; the State ºf Learning,

and ºf the Liberal and Mechanical Arts; the Manners and Domestic

Economy ºf the Turks and other Subjects ºf the Grand Seignor, &c. &c.

Together with the Geographical, Political, and Civiſ, State of the Princi

paſities of Moldavia and Wallachia. Front Observations made, during a

Residence of fifteen Years in Constantino, le and the Turkish Provinces.

Jºy Thomas ThoſtNTox, Esq. 1809.

WHTHE instinctive dread by which we are assailed at the sight of

- an adverti ing title page, has in some degree, we are glad to

say, yielded to better acquaintance with the contents of this Turkish

common-plºce book, particularly acceptable under the combined ope

ration of embargo and blockade upon our relations with that portion

of mankind whose intercourse is most desirable. And we freely ac

$nowledge our obligations to theauthor, for his industry in collecting,

arranging, and condensing all or most of the knowledge upon re

cord concerning the actual state of an empire which soon, perhaps

before even the rapid performance of the periodical press can pre

sent these lines to the public eye, may be blotted from the map, and

exist in history alone. We have received this contribution to our

general stock of knowledge by a respectable English merchant,

with the greater satisfaction, as a demonstration that the worship

of Mammon is not necessarily intolerant of that of the Muscs.

Common justice requires us to extend this remark to a contempo

raneous work on another Mohammedan * empire in the west, as

additional proof how safely the pursuits of literature may be asso

diated with those of gain. Heaven knows as to the latter there are

living witnesses, suffice it to name that universal stranger Sir John

Carr, whose success forbids any man capable of writi g any thing

commonly saleable to despair of reward from those right and true

Moeceilases the booksejle, 3. On the other hand we will venture

to say, for the justice and charity of what is tecsaically styled the

critical world, that a writer, no matter of what literary scantling,

who is practically conversant with his subject, under the guidance

of truth, dºes not oppose his own to common sense, and is

* An account of the Cºnfire of Morocco by James Gray Jackson.
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decently mindful of the grammar of his native language, needs not

fear propitiating those bugbears to dunces, pedants and coxcombs,

the reviewers; yea, even them of Edinburgh. Doubtless other

of our foreign factories, as well as Constantinople and Moga

dor, may count amongst their members some individuals as capable

of giving us correct notions of the countries where they reside as

the two successful examples alluded to ; and we have been led to

make some of the foregoing remarks in hopes to stimulate them to

a similar employment of their leisure and talents.

The author's motives and qualifications for his undertaking are

best accounted for by himself in the following extract from the

preface :-

“The great number of books which have already been written on the

government and institutions of the Turkish empire, seems to render super

fluous any further attempt to elucidate the subject. The accounts of dif

ferent authors are, however, so various and discordant, that it appears no

less difficult to reconcile, than iºnºssible to credit, their relations. -

“Some travcilers have avowedly me.'ccted any research into the pecu

liar customs, manners, and opinions of the Turks, while others, less inge

nuous, have observed them superficially and even falsely, have guessed at

what they have not understood, and have described rather what they have

imagined than what they have beheld.

“The European provinces of Turkey, interesting as they are from their

past celebrity and their actual importance, are, however, scarcely better

known, except in the mere geographical outline, than the forcets of

America or the deserts of Africa. The foreign traveller, unfamiliarized

with the manners, and unacquainted with the language, of the people whom

he studies, can have only a distant view, or a transient glance, even of the

most prominent features of his subject; his descriptions are necessarily

hasty and imperfect, and, when compared with the original model, resemble

rather the dreams of a diseased brain - than the ideas treasured up in the

memory from intelligent and minute investigation.

“‘He who tells nothing exceeding the bounds of probability, has a right

to demand, that they should believe him who cannot contradict him.' But

while the traveller is allowed the exercise of so extensive a privilege, he

becomes responsible, in an equal degree, for any abuse of the authority

with which he is invested. As I claim for my labours, in common with my

predecessors in this career, the same indulgence, I have consequently

hazarded assertions which can derive support ºnly from a reliance on the

veracity of the author. The remoteness of my subject from general obser

vation, leaves, however, the right of censure or contradiction in so few

bands, that the reader is justified in with-holding his assent, until I adduce

proof, that the means which I have possessed, and the circumstances in

which I have been placed, have qualified me for the task which I have

undertaken.

*
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“A residence of fourteen years in the British factory at Constantinople,

and about fifteen months at Odessa on the coast of the Black Sea; occasional

excursions to the provinces of Asia Minor and the islands of the Archipe

lago; a familiar intimacy with the most respectable of the foreign ministers

and their interpreters; a long and not unemployed leisure; and a know

ledge of the languages of the country sufficient for the purposes of ordinary

communication; must have furnished opportunities for original observa

tion, and have enabled me to discriminate, with greater accuracy than the

inexperienced reader, between the imaginary and the real in the relations

of former writers. -

“For the general confirmation of these facts I may refer to gentlemen

of rank and respectability, not only in this country, but on the Continent,

and may presume with conſidence, that his Majesty's ambassadors at the

Porte, as well as the representatives of the Continental powers, who

honourcd me with their friendship in Turkey, will justify my appeal to their

testimony. -

“The state of society in the capital of the Turkish empire is such, that

a mere personal acquaintance is the necessary effect of the relative position

of all classes of Europeans. But I may boast of having obtained, and pre

served uninterruptedly, the friendship of his Excellency Mr. Liston, of Sir

Sidney Smith, and his brother and colleague in the embassy, Mr. Spencer

Smith. [Here follow the names of several foreign diplomatic characters.]

I have had the satifaction of being personally acquainted with the most

distinguished of the modern travellers in Turkey, and have been gratificd

by having it in my power to assist their inquires, and to point out to their

observation objects connected with their different pursuits. Some gentle

men have done me the honour to acknowledge, that they derived advantage

from my communications : and I hope it will not be imputed to vanity, that

I record with a melancholy satisfaction the last grateful expressions of a

scholar whose heart glowed with every virtue, and whose mind was both

enriched by literature and enlarged by philosophy.

“The name of Tweddell is dcar to many who knew his worth : he dis

tinguished himself at the university of Cambridge by the elegance of his

genius: he had visited the northern courts, and had travelled over some of

the most interesting countries of Europe : if he had lived to complete his

tour, his name would have descended with honour to posterity ; and

although the materials which he left were dispersed and unconnected, those

which remained were still sufficient, if collected and arranged by the hand

of friendship, to form a monument which might rescue his memory from

unmerited oblivion. He died at Athens, and was buried in the temple of

Theseus. Three days before his death he wrote me the following letter,

which I value from my respect for its amiable author, and preserve the

more carefully as it is the last which he cver wrote.

“ 14th July, 1799. “I write to you, my dear Sir, on board of a ship in

“ the harbour of Piraeus, which in half an hour hence will transport Mr.

“Neave to Smyrna, from whence he will proceed to Constantinople. I an

“desirous that he should not set sail without taking charge of half a dozen
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“ lines for you, because I recollect with continued satisfaction the resources

“which I derived from your society during my residence at Pera, and pro

“mise myself at the same time, that you will thank me for having procured

“you the acquaintance of this gentleman. I do not add a syllable upon any

“other subject. There is so much noise, ‘above, around, and underneath,”

“ that I do not know whether the few words which I have written will be

“intelligible to you. I hope at least you will understand, even though you

“should not be able to read it, that my best wishes attend you and Mrs.

“Thornton, and that I am, my dear Sir, ever very truly yours,

* J. Tweddfill.’”

Disposed as we feel to give the author credit for that degree of

competency to his task he has assumed in the foregoing passage,

we cannot, in reviewing a “second edition, with corrections,” &c.

avoid noticing error and imperfection at the very outset. Amongst

the persons of rank and respectability to whose testimony he

appeals for a general confirmation of his veracity, he names a naval

officer of distinction, and a relation of the latter in the diplomatic

line: but then describes the public situation of those very persons

in a way so far from exact, as is not very pardonable in the

avowed censor of all his predecessors, and hardly conceivable from

a personal acquaintance, or even from an inhabitant, of the same

residence. Sir S. Smith never was ambassador, consequently

Mr. S. could not be his colleague in the embassy. At the time

our Supreme Junta (for we can match the Castilians in that

particular) determined in its wisdom to interfere with the military

arrangements of our Othman allies at El-Aarish, in Egypt [1800],

so much party ingenuity was employed on both sides to overlay

the truth, as is too often and fatally the case in the public inquiries

instituted in this country, that we were led to take some pains to

investigate at least one of the points upon which that discussion

was, although in our humble opinion very improperly, made to

hinge ; that is to say, whether the officer in question was or was

not invested with that character which Mr. T. a sort of eye wit.

ness, has now again conferred upon him. The following is our

view of the case.

Sir Sidney Smith (captain of H. M. S. Le Tigre) was selected

as senior officer for the Levant station, on the ground of local

experience and justly supposed influence at the Othman court,

where his brother at the same time resided as minister plenipoten

tiary, and had just brought to maturity a negotiation for an

alliance. On this occasion it was thought the then captain's ascen.

fºst, J9ſon, Jicſ, XXIII. ni
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dency as an auxiliary commander might be encreased by the

addition of a shade of diplomatic to his naval rank, (an idea

in some degree corresponding to the army practice of local prece

dence in such and such dominions only for particular services.)

His name was accordingly inserted in the full powers sent to our

negotiator; and happening to have a prosperous passage out, he

was able to reach Constantinople just in time to add his signature

as joint-plºnipotentiary to the treaty of defensive alliance on the

5th of January, 1799. This was the Alpha and Omega of Sir

S. Smith's ministerial functions at the seat of government, although

he thereby became, according to diplomatic courtesy, entitled to

the honours of that character on all occasions of etiquette through

out the Turkish territories during his subsequent sojourn. The

conferences held at El-Aarish furnished occasions of this sort : but

for taking a share in the arrangements between the Ottoman Ser

Asker and the enemy's general, we cannot conceive that the

English commodore stood in need of any other authority than that

attached to his command of an allied force acting in concert. Here

we may be allowed to add, that Sir S. S. not only exercised a

sound discretion, but with a statesman-like sagacity, equalled only

by that true military glance which fixed on Acré as the real point

to thwart Buonaparte's plan of campaign in Palestine, he dex

terously improved the advantages of his footing with both the par

ties. The Othmans always recollecting he had been acknowledged by

their Sultan and his ministers as a plenipotentiary, while the

French manifested the greatest respect for his military prowess, and

no less confidence in his chivalrous honour. We think he dextrously

made himself master of the negotiation by performing the part of

mediator instead of becoming a party, and fully redeemed the pledge

given by his country in the treaty he himself had signed : the

casus-faederis of which was the integrity of the Othman empire—

a truth discerned too late by caballing ministers and jealous

admirals! All that we had heard of the general manliness of

Mr. Thornton's character, and of the independence of his princi

ples, made us feel surprised when we found that a political failure

of such critical importance, and so pregnant with consequences” to

* Amongst the proximate effects we have to deplore the necessity

entailed upon this country of reconquering a ceded province, at an expense

of which few general readers have an idea. In the report on the public

income for the year ending 5th of January, 1809, ordered by the H. of C.

to be printed 24th March last, one item is a contingent accompt for the
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both countries, was not scrutinized even with somewhat of the

severity of an historian, by a writer so qualified as this author; to

whom we are far from meaning to refuse the merit of combining a

mass of corrections, which add much to the value of authorities

already in our possession: but this is one of the grounds of a general

complaint we cannot entirely stifle, that there is hardly such a thing

as getting at a fixed opinion, or making out a clear point from the

tesselated pages of the present state of Turkey. To the eulogium

on the late Mr. Tweddell we do not object, except indeed as a

sample of fine writing ; but here we must also remark, that after

informing us so minutely where that traveller's mortal remains are

laid, we felt some disappointment at the author's stopping short,

without a syllable more to revive our hopes or confirm our fears as

to the fate of his friend's literary relics, than merely taking leave

of them by saying they were dispersed. Cau Mr. Thornton be

entirely unacquainted with the following incidents : That Mr.

Tweddell's baggage, after salvage from shipwreck on the voyage

from Athens, was conveyed to Constantinople on or about the

same day that the Phaëton frigate arrived with the Earl of Elgin.”

That those effects were immediately in his Excellency’s name (as

executor and administrator-general we presume) stopped in transitu

to the consignee, and placed in other custody. That a considerable

delay thereby ensued in opening the packages, weſted by salt

water ; one notorious consequence of which was, encreased

deterioration of the contents. That, nevertheless, they turned out

to be in a recoverable state – that certain persons attached to the

ambassador's retinue, and more particularly two of the clerical

order, were employed to make copies of the journals and sketches,

which so far is matter of good tidings to lovers of learning and of

diplomatic cheese-parings and candle-ends of the Egyptian expedition,

between the 9th of January, 1800, and the 27th of 'uly, 1805, whereof the

charge is 359,233l. Os 2d. and the discharge 348,220. 11s. 2d. leaving,

according to the accountant's (Lord Elgin) own statement, a balance due

to the crown of 11,0321. 9s. This accompt is therein stated to have been

delivered to the auditors on the 27th of November, 1807; but had not been

proceeded upon at the date of publication.

* This nobleman was sent with the splendid character of ambassador

extraordinary, to exchange the ratifications of the treaty we have already

alluded to, and at the same time to supersede the minister by whom

it had been negotiated; who was not it seems considered in Downing

street of sufficient consequence (we suppose in a parliamentary sense) to

solemnize the completion of his own work.

-
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the arts ; and we can hardly bring ourselves to believe could be

either unknown or matter of indifference to Mr. Tweddell's

correspondent and panegyrist, then, if we mistake not, upon the

spot. Our solicitude, after this, is awakened by the rumour that

notwithstanding these materials, which we agree with Mr. Thorn

ton constituted one of the most classical port folios formed by any

modern travelier, perhaps since the days of Pococke, were so far

safe, as we have stated, in 1890, they have not, or at least had not

at no very distant period, found their way to the family of the

deceased in the north of England, and remain to be accounted for,

as we had some hopes Mr. Thornton might have attempted to do.

The preface is followed by ten chapters and an appendix,

whereby the subject is divided into the following heads, viz. Synop

sis of Othman history from the infancy of the Turkish monarchy

in Asia to the reign of the late Sultan, Selim III.-General view

of the manners, arts, and government—Constitution of the Oth

man empire—Administration of civil and criminal law-Military

and naval force—Finances of the empire, and the Sultan's reve

nues–Progress and decline of the Othman power—Religion,

morals, and customs—Women and domestic economy—Moldavia

and Wallakia—Physical and topographical memoranda.ſantient and

modern–These are all illustrated by a plan of Constantinople, and

by a map of Turkey, neatly executed. º

The first interesting passage that we have found of naval import

is the following descriptive sketch of the battle of Lepanto; which

we select as offering no unfavourable specimen of the author's style

of treating such subjects.

“The Vengtian navy being singly unequal to a contest with that of the

Turks, had afforded no effectual relief to the besieged islanders, but idly

attempted a diversion in their favour by ravaging the Turkish cities on the

coast of Dalmatia. After the reduction of Cyprus, the Ottoman fleet

scoured the gulf of Venice, blocked up the ports, and threw the city itself

into the utmost consternation. In the mean time, a league for common

defence against the Turks was concluded, chiefly by the address and cwhor

tations of Pius the Fifth, between the Venetian republic, the king of Spain,

and the Pope: but the jealousy of Philip and the diffidence of the Vene

tians retarded the preparations, and weakened the exertions, of the confe

derates. The union of their navies was effected with difficulty, and the

disputes and dissensions of the cominanders consumed an important sea

son, which ought to have been employed in deliberations for the accom

plishment of a common object. The allies were unwilling to hazard an

engagement where the consequences of a defeat would have been irreparably

injurious. The Ottomans, on the other band, though their fleet was
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stronger than the united squadrons of the Christians, were induced by the

appearance of so formidable an armament to change their plan of opera

tions, and to act on the defensive. The meeting of the hostile fleets, and

the battle of Lepanto which cnsued, were occasioned rather by inaccurate

observation, and an erroneous estimate of each other's strength, than by a

design on either part to contend with the whole force of the enemy. The

allies gained a decisive victory. They captured, burned, or sunk two hun

dred vessels; and the wreck of the Turkish fleet, which fled to the ports of

the Morea, spread dejection and alarm throughout the capital and the

empire.

“The states of Christendom indulged in universal festivity on the occa

sion of this first signal defeat which their common enemy had sustained.

But the all cs do not appear distinctly to have perceived the efficient cause

of their success, nor to have derived from it such confidence in their supe

riority as the greatness of the event ought naturally to have produced. In

seamanship they were superior to their adversaries; but this advantage was

less important than it would be in the present state of maritime warfare.

A sea-fight in those days was more a trial of strength than of skill. A land

army was always embarked on board the fleet, and the service of mariners

was accounted of little value in comparison with that of soldiers. Vessels

of war were managed chiefly by oars, and gallies were preferred to larger

ships, ou account of their lightness and activity. A beak of metal was fixed

on their prows for the purpose of stemming the enemy's ships, against the

sides of which they were forcibly impelled, so as to disable or overset

them. Grappling and boarding immediately succeeded the attempt to sink

or destroy. The soldiers fought hand to hand with sword and pike, or

annoyed the enemy from a short distance with muskets, bows, and slings.

The use of fire-arms had not entirely superseded that of ancient weapons,

nor induced such improvements in the construction of ships and the ordering

of a fleet, as to constitute any essential variation from the practice of anti

quity. The squadrons were arranged in order of battle in the form of a

half-moon, or in fines parallel to each other. It was considered an essential

advantago to have the sun in the rear, and to get to windward of the enemy.

Before the engagement began, the admiral of each division went in his

barge from ship to ship, and exhorted the captains and the soldiery to exert

themselves with valour. The commander-in-chief hoisted the signal for

action, and directed the continuance of the battle, as well as the pursuit or

the retreat, by different movements of his standard, or by martial inusic. It

was, however, left in a great degree to the discretion or the choice of each

captain, to single out from the enemy's line the ship with which he judged

himself best able to contend. -

“The Turkish force in the battle of Lepanto consisted wholly of gallies,

while the Christians had cautiously strengthened their armament by six

ga!easses of larger dimension and more solid construction, the use of which

in war was hitherto unknown to their enemies. These vessels were fur

nished with heavy ordnance and fortified like castles, but as they were too

unwieldy to perform the necessary evolutions, they were anchored in the
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front of each division of the fleet, at the distance of about a mile, and so

disposed as to cover the whole line of their own squadrons. They kept up

a heavy and destructive fire on the Turkish fleet, as it passed them in order

of battle, and by throwing it into confusion before the commencement of

the general engagement, contributed essentially to the victory."

(To be concluded in our next.)

-º-º-º- -

Observations on Matters of Prize, and the Practice of the Admiralty Prize

Courts, in Dºſence of the Rights and Interests of his Majesty's Navy,

by Johs FRED1. Rick Port, Proctor, 3}octors' Commons. Published by

Cadell and Davies, Strand. -

W HATEVER concerns the navy of Great Britain is interesting tô

the public; wewere induced to notice this important work merely

by its title, and we have no reason to lament the time bestowed on its

perusal. We may view without alarm the misfortunes of our armies, while

our superiority on the occan bids defiance to the utmost power of the

enemy; it therefore becomes the duty of every Englishiman to protect those

from whou, we derive our security and independence.

We have long desired to penetrate into the recesses of Doctors' Com

mons, and our wishes have been gratified by Mr. Pott. Much as we have

heard and read of the proceedings in the Admiralty Court, we confess we

were nearly in the dark ; but “The Observations on Matters of Prize”

have elicited a powerful light, which cannot fail to attract the attention of

the legislature of the United Kingdoms.

This work should be read by every officer and seaman in the navy; it

defines with simplicity and perspicuity their interests in captured vessels,

and explains the mode of adjudication in the Admiralty Court; but we

would willingly believe the author's assertions incorrect, relative to many

transactions: he, however, writes boldly, and with a confidence which is

only to be inspired by truth. Our limits will not allow us to follow him

in his able arguments, and we must content oursely cº with a short.

extract.

After stating that the officers and seamen of the navy must, at their own

risk, capture vessels supposed to belong to an enemy, and at their own

expense institute a suit in the Admiralty Court to obtain condemnation,

which is made specifically to the crown, and the rights of the captor re

cognized but collaterally, the author tells us that the King's proctor is the

only legal officer allowed by the court to solicit condemnation on behalf of

the crews of his Majesty's ships, whose claims are frequently adverse to the

pecuniary interests of the crown; the success of a suit may be readily

inferred, for (to use the author's words) “it cannot be supposed that the

King's proctor would be guilty of so gross a de cliction of duty, as to ad

vauce the intercsts of the captors to the prejudice of the crown, though he

ostensibly takes upon himself the responsibility of defending the navy and

supporting the crown, when their intercsts are in direct opposition to
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each other;” he then mentions several cases, which give a tolerably clear

idea of the way in which the duty of the King's proctor is performed :

we have selected one or two instances.

“The ship la Marie Françoise, G. Le Bourk, master, laden with a cargo

on account of the French government, bound from Brest to Pondicherry,

was captured by his Majesty's ship Sheerness, near the road of Negapatam,

in the East Indies; the necessary documents in November, 1804, having

been transmitted to England to procure condemnation, the cause was

heard in the Admiralty Prize Court on the 19th of December following, on

which day the ship and cargo were pronounced by the judge to belong to

the enemies of Great Britain, as such liable to confiscation, and the court

thereupon condemned the same as good and lawful prize.

“This sentence of condemnation was entered in the court books, and

against it was afterwards written, by the King's proctor's clerk, the word

Void:” a curious memorandum is also made on the decree in these

words, “No copy of the above to be made.”

“It does not appear that any order was previously given by the court for

the revocation of the sentence, and it will be remembered, that the decree

was but apparently cancelled by the King's proctor's clerk, whose master

was professionally employed by the captors to solicit the judgment in their

favour, which was thus rescinded; and Messrs. Langon and Birt, as agents

for the crew of the Sheerness, afterwards employed another proctor,

endeavouring in vain to cstablish the sentence, the judge refusing to listen

to any application, but through the medium of the King's proctor.”

To publish to the navy the practice of the court in this particular, seems

to be the author's object, but we confess ourselves at a loss to discover, by

what authority a proctor's clerk can annihilate the decree of « Court of Re

cord, and it might be deemed imprudent were we to offer our opinion on the

subject; but we may be allowed to hope a satisfactory explanation will be

required in a proper place. Mr. Pott has at some length stated the facts

of this case.

“In another instance, certain ships sailing under the Prussian or Danish

flag were captured, and condemnation solicited on behalf of the captors by

the King's proctor, under the opinion of the King's advocate, that they

were enemies property, though claimed as neutral. Pending the litigation,

the alleged Prussians or Danes became enemies, and their opposition to

the suit in the Admiralty Court ceased : when the King's proctor aban

doned his clients, exhibited on behalf of the crown, for which he actually

obtained condemnation, and the captors were not entitled to one

shilling.” - - -

Among others which have attracted our attention, not the least remarkable

are the hints of the author, about an agreement stated to have been made

between some person and a man of the name of William Moir, and it was

for some reason stipulated, that Moir should be paid thirty per cent. on the

value of several cargoes, in the event of their condemation to the captors.

It is reported by Mr. Pott, that the crew of the ship which effected the

capture were not consulted on the occasion, though upwards of twrity five
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thousand pounds have been paid to Moir in virtue of this contract, which

must consequently cause a reduction to that amount in the prize-money

belonging to the captors.

On reading Mr. Pott's statement of the profits of various offices in Doc

tors' Commons, we remember with sorrow that the principal source from

which they are derived is the navy of England; and, should their annual

value be reported inaccurately, we fear the author is not far wide of the

reality. When we reflect that the income of the King's advocate is 25,000

or 35,000l. per annum, and of the King's proctor a much larger sum, we

cannot dismiss from our memory the hard-fought battles which have

established our naval pre-eminence, and the dangers which environ the

instruments of our aggrandizement, who should be the objects of reward,

not the destined prey of the rapacious. -

While speaking of the King's proctor, the author prefers two or three

heavy charges against him: the alteration of the King's warrant, after it

had received the sign manuel, as stated in page 56 of the Observations, will

never be suffered to pass in silence, nor, we trust, will the mode in which

reports are made upon unemorials escape observation.

The manner in which the business of the King's proctor is transacted, and

the particular attention which is paid to each cause, may be imagined, when

it is considered that in one court, in less than four years, 2,551 vessels had

been under litigation, besides the settlements of St. Lucia, Tobago, Berbice,

Demerara, Monte Video, the Cape of Good Hope, and their several depen

dencies, exclusive of appeal causcs, and a variety of other matters. We

believe it will be admitted, that the intellects of one inan is incapable of

attending to these numerous law suits, as complicated in their progression,

as they are uncertain in the result. This profusion of business in one

office is stated by the author “to be productive of unavoidable delay, pre

judicial to the officers and seamen of the navy, and hazardous to their per

sons and property.” -

Upon the whole, to use a fashionable phrase, “infamy must attach

somewhere:” should not the author be able to substantiate his allegations,

no punishment can be considered too severe; on the contrary, should he

(and he professes to be able and willing) verify his statement when an in

vestigation takes place, he merits the applause of the nation in gencral, and

of the navy in particular, for his bold and disinterested conduct.

~~~~~~

The Liſt of Admiral Lord Nelson, K.B. from his Lordship's MSS. by the

Rev. JAMEs STANIER CLAnke, F. R.S. Librarian to the Prince, and

Chaplain of his Royal Highness's Household ; and John M'ART iſ ult,

Esq. L. L. D. late Secretary to Admiral Lord Viscount Hood. Two

Volumes, imperial quarto. Dedicated, by permission, to his Royal High

ness the Prince.—Cadell and Davies.

[Continued from Vol. XXII. page 495.]

| we were gratified on first opening these magnificent Volumes, in order

to furnish the general account of them which appeared in our last, our

satisfaction has been equally great by a closer attention to their contents.



N AWAL. LITERATURE. 57

There is throughout a judicious mixture of narrative blended with a most

extensive and interesting correspondence: with an occasional inscrtion

of letters from the venerable parent of the noble admiral, and from

his friends, particularly such officers as served with him, which carries the

reader along through a series of extraordinary events, without experiencing

any of that weariness that might be expected perusing so great an

undertaking. The whole of the Life, we understand, was composed by Mr.

Clarke; and the judicious plans of the actious cf the Nile, of Copenhagen,

and Aboukir, were drawn up by Mr. M*Arthur with considerable in

genuity, to illustrate the four engravings of those battles which are given

from original paintings by Mr. Pocock. Mr. M'Arthur has also inserted an

elevation and plau of the celebrated Martello Tower in Corsica ; and

throughout inspected the progress of the work with the scrutinizing eye of a

professional man. These gentlemen appear in some measure to have been

fixed on by the noble admiral, to undertake the respective labours in these

volumcs, by the following letter which he addressed to Mr. M*Arthur, on

the 15th of October, 1799, from Port Mahon, (of which a ſac-simile is in

serted). “My dear sir, I send you a sketch of my Life, which I am sensible

wants your pruning kniſe before it is fit to mect the public eye; therefore I

trust you and your friend will do that, and turn it into much better language.

I did not even know that such a book as yours was printed, therefore beg

you will send me the two volumes,” and consider me as a sincere friend

to the undertaking: that every success may attend you, is the sincere wish

of your obliged friend.”

A work of so great an extent as the present Life, and which embraces

such a variety of interests, is occasionally involved in all that labyrinth of

politics with which even Nelson himself was bewildered, and whose pages

have dared on so many occasions to represent that greal naval officer as he

really was, and candidly to declare the truth; must expect to be tried, not

only by the ſashionable severity of criticism, but also by that test of ridicule

which so generally has supplied its place Aluch as we admire the follow

ing sentence, (vol. 2. p. 188) we think the writer of it may expect a squall

as fierce as that which Virgil describes having been raised by the dis

appointed passions and mortified vanity of an enraged goddess.” Emma

Lady Hamilton, one of the most extraordinary women of the age, amidst all

her faults, was more noted for the general attention and hospitality, than for

any deliberate acts of cruelty towards the Neapolitans, by whom she was in

general adored. In the voluptuous court of the Sicilian monarch, her fas

cinating person commanded a very powerful influence; but in a situation of

so much delicacy aud danger, she never forgot the character that was

expected from the wife of an English ambassador, nor was deficient in any

of those courtesics and friendly attentions which mark a liberal and humane

disposition. From the arrival of the British squadron at Naples, she had

exerted herself to support that good cause for which Admiral Nelson had

been detached; and having in this respect rendered some service, the

natural vanity of her mind led her to imagine, and to endeavour to nake
- r -

* The two first Volumes of the Naval Chnoxici F, of which Mr. Clurke

was the Editor.

£ab, &pron. Ciol. XXIII. I
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the noble admiral and others believe, that from her alone proceeded

the means of performing those great events which threw such a splendour

on the favourite object of her idolatry. Her leading passion was the love

of celebrity; and it was this passion, added to the above delusion, which

gradually brought on that fatal and highly wrought attachment which she

formed for the Hero of Aboukir; for it was the Hero and not the individual

which had captivated her glowing imagination. Its ardour, as it increased,

overpowered the natural kiuduess of her disposition, and eventually

involved her in an endless succession of private altercation and public dis

appointment.”

In our subsequent consideration of these volumes we shall confine our

selves principally to the three following leading objects. To his great

military actions, and principally to the victories of Aboukin, CopenHAGEN,

and TRAFA, G \t, reserving his extraordinary pursuit of the French to the

West Indics, for our memoir of Admiral Sir R. Keats. We shall then enter

on the public character of Lord Nelson as delincatcd in this Life; and close

the whole with a view of the great and extraordinary man as he appeared '

in a private capacity.

The first great military event in the Liſe of NElson occurred in the year

1780, when he commanded the Hinchinbrook, and was associated with

Major John Poison, in the attack on fort San Juan, in order to obtain pos

session of the Spanish cities in South America, of Granada and Leon

In addition to what had been previously published respecting this expedi

tion, by Dr. Moseley, in his Treatise on Tropical Diseases, we are now pre

sented with the original plan of operations which was found in Nelson's

hand-writing, (vol. 1. page 32.) and, beside other various information that

had not appeared, extracts are given from a scarce tract by Dr. Dancer,

who was physician to the troops that embarked; printed at Jamaica

in 1781. Of the original plan of instructions which the biographer was at

first inclined to assign to the governor of Jamaica, General Dalling,

the following note appears in the Appendix, “to the first volume.” This

curious M.S. appeared from the first to have been written by Nelson; and

a further acquaintance with his mode of composition, tends to confirm that

opinion. It probably, therefore, was entirely his own drawing up, and not

General Dalling's, as was imagined by an officer who had been attached to

the expedition. If this supposition be correct, it affords an extraordinary

proof of Captain Nelson's abilities at that age. This conjecture appears to

be confirmed by the whole drift of the plan, and by the peculiar energy and

s: irit which breathe throughout the whole. The following extracts will

enable the reader to judge of the promptness with which this service

was exccuted, and of the ascendancy which, even at that time, Nelson had

acquired over the minds of his followers. (vol. 1, page 3.5).

“On the 9th of April, (1780) this advanced party arrived at a

small island in the river, called San Bartholomew, which cominanded the

navigation in a rapid and difficult part. This island, situated about 16

miles below the castle, was defended by a small semicircular battery, mount

ing nine or ºu swivels; and was employed by the Spaniards as a look-out



NAVAL LITERATURE. 59

with 12 or 18 of their soldiers stationed there. The manner in which this

out-post was boarded by Captain Nelson, to use his forcible expression, has

been already mcationed. With an intrepidity that was irresistible, he

headed a few of his seamen, and leaped upon the beach. The place

on which he had precipitated himself, was so muddy, that he found consider

able difficulty in extricating himself; but he would admit of no delay, and

advancing without his shoes, stormed the battery. In this gallant exploit

he was bravely supported by Captain Despard. The Spaniards were panic

struck at the daring promptness of the attack, and in vain endeavoured to

escape, being stopped by the Indians who had been posted higher up

for that purpose.” Captain Nelson during their subsequent march through

the alºnost impassable woods, experienced the following preservation.

“Being one day excessively fatigued, he had ordered his hammock,

on one of their halts, to be slung under some trees. During his sleep, that

extraordinary animal called the Monitory Lizard,” from its faculty of warm

ing persons of the approach of any venomous animal, passed across his

face; which being observed by some of the attendant Indians, they

shouted and awoke him. He immediately started up, and throw!ng off the

quilt, found one of the most venomous of the innumerable serpents in

that country, curled up at his feet. From this providential escape,

the Indians who attended, entertained an idea that Nilson was a superior

being, under an especial protection ; and this idea, which his wonderful abi

lities and unwearied exertions tended to confirm, was of essential service in

gaining their confidence, and prolonging their co-operation.”

After Captain Nelson's return from the disastrous expedition, and

the reestablishment of his health at Bath, by neans of its baths, and the skill

of Dr. Woodward, he was appointed on the 16th of August 1781, to

the Albmarle, of 28 guns, and first visited the seas of Denmark, where he

afterwards was so much distinguished.” On the 49th of October, 1781,

the Albermarie, with the Enterprise, 28 guns, Captain I. W. Payne,

and the Argo, 44, Captain Butchart, sailed from the Nore for the Baltic, and

arrived at Elsineur on the 4th of November. The artuca neutrality

was then nearly at a close, and the usual jealousy of this country prevailed

in some of the Northern courts. On coming to anchor off Elsieur,

the Danish admiral merely sent a midshipman on board the Allemarle,

desiring to be informed what ships had arrived, and to have their force

written down. The Albemarle, exclaimed Nelson, is one ºf his Bri, anºic

Majesty's ships, you are at liberty, sir, to count her guns as you go dºwn the

side ; und you may assure the Danish admiral, that, iſ necessary, they shal!

all be well served.t The midshipman returned with his message, and Cap

tain Nelson soon afterwards sent his beat ashore to the governor, in order

to inform him, that the English squadron would salute the Castle of Cronch

* For an account of this beautiful animal see Shaw's Zoology, vol.

3, part 1. page 214.

ł i ruin Lieutenant Bromwick, Wii, don of Portsmouth dock-yard.
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burg with nineteen guns, provided an equal number were returned. On this

communication being inade, reciprocal civilities took place, and the neglect

of the Danish commander, in not sending an officer of higher rank on board

the Albemarle, was forgiven.” (vol. 1, page 44).

The month of October, as Lord Nelson often observed, was certainly

a most memorable one in his family. On the 22d of that month, 1793, he

fought his first engagement with the enemy in the Agamemnon, having only

345 men at quarters. A more detailed account of this event than had

hitherto appeared, is given (vol. 1, page 137) in a letter from the present

Captain Hoste, to his father, who was then a midshipman on board.

After a variety of service in the Mediterranean, the Agamemuon and her

gallant commander were employed in the sieges of Bastia and Calvi, an

account of which is now first given from his own private journals and letters.

Considerable light has beel, thus thrown on an hitherto neglected part of

the naval history of 1704, and on the disunion which prevailed between the

land forces under General Dund s, and the fleet under Lord Hood.

The late General Sir John Moore served in this army as lieutenant-colonel.

When General Dundas returned to England, the command devolved

on General D'Aubant. The history of these sieges must have been a difficult

and most delicate point to discuss. The following letter, from Captain

Nelson to his wife, is dated May 1st and 4th, 1794.

“My dear Fanny, I need not, I ain certain, say, that all my jov is

placed in you, I have none separated from you, you are present to

my imagination be where I will. I ain convinced you feel interested

in every action of my life; and my exultation in victory is two-fold, knowing

that you partake of it. Only recollect that a brave man dies but once,

a coward all his life long. We cannot escape death, and should it happen

to me in this place, remember, it is the will of him, in whose hands are the

issues of life and death. I have no fears about the final issue of the

expedition. It will be victory, Bastia will be ours! and if so, it must

prove an event, to which the history of England can hardly boast an equal.

Time will show the enemy's force: if it is sinail, the Fiorenzo commanders

ought to be blamed: if it is large, they are highly culpable, for allowing a

handful of brave men to be on service unsupported. My only fears

are that these soldiers will advance when Bastia is about to surrender, and

deprive us of part of our glory” (vol. 1. p. 164)

The private journals of Nelson render the narration of these sieges

particularly interesting, inasmuch as they describe his daily feelings

and anxiety to surmount difficulties that would have overcome a common

mind: “We will fag ourselves to death, said he, in writing to Lord Hood,

during the sege of Bastia, before any blame shall lie at our doors; and I

trust, my dear Lord, it will not be forgotten that twenty-five pieces of heavy

ordnance have been diagged to the diſſerent batteries and mounted;

and all, but the three at the Royal Louis battery, have been fought

by seamen, except one artillery-man to point the guns, and at first an

additional gunner to stop the rest; but, as I did not choose to trust

a seaman's arins to any but seamen, he was withdrawn; also the mortars
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have also been worked by seamen every man landed, is actually half bare

footed.” In another letter, (on the 31st of July, 1794), to Lord Hood,

Captain Nelson says, “This is my ague day, and I hope so active a scene

will keep off the fit. It has shaken me a good deal; but I have been used

to them, and now don't mind them nuch.” In a letter of the 2d of

August, he thus concludes an account of the siege of Calvi, which he sent to

His R val Highness the Duke of Clarence. “The climate here, from July

to October, is most unfavourable for military operations. It is now what

we call the dog-days, here it is termed the lion sun, no person can endure

it: we have upwards of 1,000 sick out of 2,000, and the others not much

better than so many phantoms. We have lost many men from the season,

very few from the enemy, I am here the reed amongst the oaks; all the

prevailing uisorders have attacked me, but I have not strength for them to

fasten upon : I bow before the storm, whilst the sturdy oak is laid

low. One plan I pursue, never to employ a doctor; nature does all for me,

and providence protects me. . Always happy, if my humble but hearty

endeavours can serve my King and Country.” (vol. 1, p. 187.) This

intermixture of his private journal with the most interesting parts of

different letters to his friends, and to Mrs. Nelson, render us acquainted with

what daily passed in the mind of our lamented countryman, and prevent the

reader from being wearied with the various detail of a protracted siege.

Beside the laborious duties of the Brigadier as Nelson was styled, during

thesieges of Bastia and Calvi, and the extensive correspondencehe preserved;

his active mind was constantly on the watch respecting the future operations

of the French in regard to Corsica; and accordingly on the 10th of

November, he addressed a letter to Sir Gilbert Elliot, the viceroy of

the island, which is thus concluded: “I have taken the liberty of mention

ing these ideas respecting the importance of Ajaccio, only on the belief

which I have, that your excellency will receive it as a private communi

cation; my situation does not entitle me to give any public opinion on such

a point: as a private one I send it, and shall be happy if it gives rise to a

serious consideration of the importance of that place; when, I doubt not,

much more proper modes of defence and security will be thought of, than I

have suggested. But, however that may be, I am bold to say, none can ex

ceed me in the earnest desire of faithfully serving my King and Country.”

We are informed by a note to this letter (vol. 1. page 195) that it

was from Ajaccio, the birth place of Buonaparté, that himself and family

were banished in 1793. “The Mayor of Ajaccio Tartaroli, who drew up

their sentence in very strong terms, is now in London.” In the Appendix,

(page 375) “M. Tartaroli is stated to have been mayor of Ajaccio at the

time that Buonaparté and his family were banished. The office of podesta

or chief magistrate, he had some years previously filled; but when the expul

sion from Corsica of the Buonaparté family, with the Abbe Fesch,

took place, M. Tartaroli was president of the Supreme Tribunal of Justice

in Corsica, dicrector-general of artillcry, and inspector of fortifications;

and in that capacity acted as second in command, under General Paoli, and

commanded the expedition against Ajaccio at the period alluded to.
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The General Assembly of the States of Corsica, consisting of 1009 deputies,

unanimously pronounced sentence on the 29th of May, 1793, against the

two families of Buonaparté and Asena.”

(To be continued.)

-

CHRONOLOGIC-IL SKETCH

- O F Tihe

MOST REMARKABLE NAVAL EVENTs

OF THE YEAR 1809.

JANUARY

5. TREATY of peace and amity concluded at Constantinople, be

tween the King of Great Britain and the Sublime Porte.

12. The French colony of Cayenne capitulated to the British and Portu

guese forces.

14. A formal treaty of peace, friendship, and alliance, between the

British and Spanish nations, signed in London.
-

17. The British army, under the command of Sir John Hope, embarked

at Corunna for England.

19. The town of Corunna entered by the French.

— The British Parliament assembled, in pursuance of his Majesty's pro

clamation.

23. The French frigate Topaze, of 48 guns, laden with troops and provi

sions for the relief of Cayenne, captured by his Majesty's cruizers.

27. Ferról taken possession of by the French.

FEBRUARY

10. La Hebe, French ship of war, of 450 tons, captured by his Majesty's

ship Loire, Captain Schomberg.

19 La Junon French frigate, of 44 guns, captured by his Majesty's ship

Horatio, Captain Scott.

24. The island of Martinique captured by his Majesty's sea and land

forces.

MARCII

15. Gustavus the Fourth, King of Sweden, arrestcd, and deprived of the

functions of government.

27. Vigo retaken by the Spaniards, aided by the Lively and Venus

frigates; and 1,300 French prisoners, who were in the town, scut to

England.

29. Oporto taken by the French.

APRIL

6. Lc Nicumen, French frigate, of 44 guns, captured by his Majesty's ship

Amethyst, Captain Seymour.
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11. Four French ships of the line destroyed in Basque Roads, by a part

of the British fleet, under the command of Lord Cochrane.

14. The Hautpoult French ship of war captured in attempting to escape

from the Saints, where she and several other French ships had been

blockaded by Sir Alexander Cochrane.

17. The Saints, in the West Indies, captured by the British forces under

Major-general Maitland.

19. Mr. Erskine and Mr. Smith having adjusted the difference between

Great Britain and America, the President of the United States issued a

proclamation, authorizing the citizens to trade with this country.

MAY

5. The Duke of Sudermania created King of Sweden.

12. Sir Arthur Wellesley, after beating the forces under Marshal Soult,

delivers Oporto from the French.

18. The port of Trieste taken possession of by a division of French

troops.

23. Admiral Harvey dismissed his Majesty's services by the sentence of

a court martial, for disrespectful conduct towards Lord Gambier, his supe

rior officer.

24. Mr. Canning stated, in the House of Commons, that the arrange

ments made by Mr. Erskine with the American government were contrary

to his instructions.

JUNE -

7. Sailed from Jamaica, the expedition destined against St. Domingo, un

der Major-general Carmichael.

11. Departure from Sicily of the expedition under the command of

Lieutenant-general Sir John Stuart.

19. The Non-intercourse Law, with respect to England as well as

France, re-enacted by the American Congress.

21. Parliament prorogued.

25. Capture of the island of Ischia, by Sir John Stuart.

27. Riots at Liverpool, occasioned by a party of the 19th Light Dragoons

having quarrelled with a press-gang in that town.

29. Coronation of the new King of Sweden.

JULY

6. Capture of la Furieuse French frigate, by Captain Mounsey, of the

Bonne Citoyenne, after an action of nearly seven hours.

7. Capitulation and surrender of the city of St. Domingo to the com

bined British and Spanish forces, under the command of General Car

michael. .

7 and 8. Reduction of the French settlement of Senegal and Goree.

11. Mr. Jackson left town to embark for America, as envoy to the

United States. -

12. Admiral Keates created a Knight of the Bath.

22 Sailed from the Bowns, the Expedition to Holland, under Lord

Chatham.
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23. Two forts in the port of Harncerfert, in Finmark, bombarded and

destroyed by the Snake sloop of war, Captain T. Young, and the Fanny

gun-brig, Lieutenant Sinclair.

26. The trial of Admiral Lord Gambier came on at Portsmouth.

27. Accounts received of a Russian convoy, from Riga to Revel, having

been met by two English frigates, and 18 sail, laden with provisions,

captured.

AUGUST

3. Siege of Flushing commenced by the British.

4. Trial of Lord Gambier closed; his lordship honourably acquitted.

16. Surrender of Flushing to the British arms.

25. Arrived in the Downs, the garrison of Flushing, in several men of

war.

27. Destruction of the enemy's fort and vessels at Cartelazzo, by the

seamen and marines under Captain Hoste.

SEPTEMBER,

17. Treaty of peace between Sweden and Russia concluded.

18. Beceived intelligence from Persia that the French influence in that

kingdom had been entrely broken, by the perseverance of Sir IIarford

Jones.

25. Received intelligence that Liniers had resigned the government of

Buenos Ayres. -

27. Iteceived accounts at the Admiralty that the whole of the Ferrol

fleet had been fitted out for sea, and sailed for Cadiz.

OCTOBER

14. Peace signed between France and Austria.

20. Arrival of intelligence of the ratification of the treaty of peace be

tween Great Britain and Turkey.

25. Capture of the French brig Roleus, by Captain Atkins, of the Seine.

— The celebration of his Majesty's entrance into the 50th year of his

reign.

80. Capture of the French national corvette le Milan, by Sir George

Collier, of his Majesty's ship Surveillante.

NOVEMBER

13. Rupture of the negociation in America, in consequence of an alter

cation between Mr. Smith, secretary of state to the United States, and

Mr. Jackson, who had succeeded Mr. Erskine as British minister.

27. The Session of the American Congress opened with a speech from

the President, in which the rupture of the negociation with this country is

announced

29. Intelligence received of the destruction of a squadron and convoy

from Toulon on the 25th of October and 1st of November.

D}:CEMBER

5. Account received of the surrender of the islands of Zante, Cephalonia,

Ithaca, and Cerigo, to his Majesty's arms, unecr the command of Brigadier

general Oswald. -
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7. A dreadful wreck of ships in the Seaford quarter, 82 seamen lost.

10. The arsenal and works about the basin of Flushing destroyed.

23. Evacuation of Walcheren by the British forces. -

24. The Austrian Messenger, Mr. Mayna, sailed for Calais, accompanied

by Mr. Powel, Secretary to the American minister.

26. Mr. Powel returned, not being permitted to land.

£abal 130ttrp.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FAlcon a k.

THE SLAVE.

Wyſp; over the tremulous sea,

The moon spread her mantle of light,

And the gale, gently dying away,

Breath’d soft on the bosom of night.

On the forecastle MARATAN stood,

And pour'd forth his sorrowful tale;

His tears fell unseen in the flood,

Iſis sighs pass'd unheard in the gale.

“Ah wretch!" in wild anguish, he cry'd,

“From country and liberty torul

Ah, MARATAN, wouldst thou had died,

E’re o'cr the salt waves thou wert borne.

“Through the groves of Angola I stray'd,

Love and hope made my bosom their home,

There I talk'd with my favourite maid,

Nor dreamt of the sorrow to come.

“From the thicket the man-hunter sprung,

My cries echo'd loud through the air,

There was fury and wrath on his tongue,

He was deaf to the voice of despair.

“Accurs'd be the merciless band, i

That his love could from MARATAN tear;

And blasted his impotent hand -

That sever'd from all I held dear.

“Flow, ye tears, down my cheeks ever flow, -

Still let sleep from my eye-lids depart; /

And still may the arrows of woe -

Drink deep of the stream of my heart,

fºab, Tºron, digi, XXIII. K
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“ But hark! o'er the silence of night,

My Adila's accents I hear;

And mournful beneath the wan light,

I see her lov’d image appear.

“Slow o'er the smooth ocean she glides,

As the mist that hangs light on the wave; --

And fondly her lover she chides,

Who lingers so long from his grave.

“Oh, MARATAN' haste thee, she cries,

Here the reign of oppression is o'er;

The tyrant is robb'd of his prize,

And Adi La sorrows no more.

“Now sinking amidst the dim ray,

Her form seems to fade on my view; *.

Oh stay thee, my Adri.A stay,

She beckons, and I must pursue.

“ To-morrow the white man, in vain, - -

Shall proudly account me his slave;

My shackles I plunge in the main,

And rush to the realms of the brave!”

NAVAL PROMOTION. *

Vyhilst there's life there is hope, some grave scholars maintain;

But we now must the proverb amend; i

Forbeyond the dark confines of death's gloomy reign

The bright beams of hope now exteud.

For’tis true, I assure ye, tho'strange it may seem,

Since talents on earth are so rare,

Our wise one's at length have discover'd a scheme

To make use of the phantoms of air.

To supply want of brains in departments of State,

They've recourse to the bands of the slain;

And retort upon death for his ravage of late,

By enlisting his subjects again.

By Dame Goose's assistance, the conjuring knave".

To dead sailors fresh honours proclaim'd;

They can raise up Old Admirals out of their graves,

To endue them with posthumous fame.

Thus to title dead merit, with infinite pains,

Our wise ones have found out the way;

And one trifling obstacle only remains,

'Tis - how to transmit them their pay,

* These lines are founded on the recent circumstance of the names of

same deceased officers having been included in the list of Promotions,
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Oh! that they had follow'd this excellent plan,

In th’ attack on the fatal Dutch shore:

And iustead of appointing a certain brisk man,

They had sent out the ghost of poor Moose.

Would to God they had sent out the heroes of old,

Who immortaliz'd Agincourt's field;

They can stand the effects of damps, agues, and cold,

They are troops that can never be kill’d.

But, alas! 'twas decreed, that the brave British host

At the shrine of misrule should be slain;

And their bones upon Walcheren's pestilent coast,

As an altar to folly, reinain.
=

NAVALHISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1809–1810.

(December—January.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

T will be seen, by our report of the proceedings of Parliament, on the

first night of the session, that Ministers had a considerable majority,

in each house. In the Commons, however, on the third night of debate,

the opposition had a majority of nine, in favour of Lord Porchester's ino

tion for an inquiry into the causes of the failure of the Walcheren expe

dition. Whether this event may lead to a dissolution of Ministry, we can

not pretend to say; but certainly it must gall them sofely. They are,

however, but little entitled to pity or commisseration; for, had it not been

for an over-weening confidence, the result of their first night's success,

they would have suffered Lord Porchester's motion to be carried without

a division; a measure by which, as inquiry had been repeatedly pro

mised, they could have lost nothing; particularly as the opposition were

not anxious to commence the inquiry, before the requisite information

should be before the house.

The prospect of a negotiation for peace between France and England

has nearly vanished. Buonaparte has refused to aceede to our proposition

of treaty in conjunction with Spain and Portugal; though, it is said, he

has offered to restore the latter country to the house of Braganza, and to

erect South America into a monarchy, under Ferdinard VII.

Some new arrangements ºre said to be in contemplation, for the ex

change of prisoners between Great Britain and France, on terms more

liberal than heretofore. -

The absolute annexation of Holland to France has, for a time, becn

abandoned; but Buonaparte, though he has consented to a certain modi

fication of his obnoxious Berlin and Milan decrees, has adopted new, and

more severe regulations, to prevent all commercial intel course between the

English and Dutch.

The French minister of marine has also promulgated a code of laws for

the government of privateers and the distribution of prizes, chiefly with a

view to encourage individuals to einbark their property in speculations of

that kind. By these, the masters of privateers are directed to ransou,
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burn, or destroy, all vessels to or from Great Britain or her colonies, pro

vided the estimated value does not exceed 10,000l.; but all vessels

exceeding in value that sum are to be sent to France. In regard to ransom

ed ships, the masters of privateers are directed to take the mate and two

seamen as hostages, or security for the payment of the stipulated sum ;-

if the money is paid the men are to be hiberated and sent home, but in

default of payment are to be imprisoned as debtors to the nation. -

Some important negotiations are understood to be going forward be

tween France and America; but their probable result is unknown. -

It will be seen, by the Speech of his Majesty's Commissioners, at the

opening of Parliament, that the American Minister has expressed a wish

for the continuance of amity between this Country and the United States :

and the last despatches which Mr. Pinkney received from France are said

to be favourable to our future negotiation with America, which is expected

to be chiefly carried on between the Marquis Wellesley and Mr. Pink

ney; no Atubassador having been sent from England, in the room of Mr.

Jackson.

It appears, from the last received American papers, that the legisla

ture of the United States has again embarked in the war of commercial

restrictions. A bill, intended as a substitute for the Non-intercourse Act,

had been read a second time in the House of Representatives, and was

expected to pass into a law. Its principal object is, to prevent importa

tions from Great Britain or France, or their colonies, except in vessels own

ed wholly by Americans. All vessels sailing under the flags of Great Britain

and France are therefore prohibited, with some exceptions, from entering

the ports of the United States. The President is authorized to remove, by

proclamation, the prohibitions on trade with Great Britain or France, upon

learning that our orders in council, or the decree of Buonaparte, have been
rescinded. - l

On the 29th of January, a vote of thanks to Lord Gambier was agreed to,

on a division, by 161 against 39; Lord Cochrane's motiºn for producing

the minutes of the Court Martial, having been previously rejected by 171

against 19.

An alarming insurrection among our troops, in India, has been completely

quelled. - *

By the arrival of the extra ships Monarch, Lord Keith, and Farl Spen

cer at Portsmouth, on the 7th of January, under convoy of the Priºcess

Charlotte, we received the intelligence of the capture of the Isle of

Bourbon, in the Indian Ocean. -

This object was effected, on the 21st September, by the cruizing squadron

from off the Isle of France, under Commodore Rowlcy, in the Raisonable,

64, Boadicea, Sirius, and Nereide frigates, and Otter sloop of war, assisted

by a party of the 56th Regiment, and some Bombay Sepoys, under Lieute

nant Keating. From farther information, it appears, that about 350 sol

diers, and 200 royal marines, were landed before day-break, and soon car

ried three of the forts. The squadron went in and fired their broadsides,

and then hauled out; the Sirius frigate, Capt. Pym, stood in again, and,

anxious to avail himself of the only opportunity that presented itself, he

asked leave, and was permitted, by signal from the Commodore, to anchor,

and according ‘y, in the most gallant style, carried his littie ship in and

placcd her within pistol-shot of the beach, and half-luusket shot of the
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Caroline French frigate, and the two East Indiamen and a French brig of

war, and opened so heavy a fire on them from his English bull-dogs, that in

20 minutes (the troops at the same time charging through the town) the

whole struck their colours. Both army and navy joined in praise of this

brilliant enterprize, declaring they had never seen or thought it pºssible for

a ship to keep up so tremendous a fire as the Sirius exhibited on that occa-,

sion; and we understand it was principaliy owing to the very great exertions

of Captain Pym, his officers and crew, that the two Indiamen were saved

from being burnt; or that any of the stores and goods from the shore were

taken off and put on board the Streathan.

The following were the ships and vesscle taken:

Guns. Tons.

Caroline, French frigate, about two years old 46 1000

Streatham, Hon. East India Company's ship 30 819

Europa, ditto ditto 30 819

Grappler, French brig, coppered - - 12 130

La Fanny, ditto ditto 2 140 -

Three Friends, ditto ditto - - 50

Gipsey, American brig - - - - 160

The official accounts of this capture have not arrived, but we understand

that, as the squadron were unable to spare a sufficient force to retain the

Island, ſhe stores, &c. were destroyed, and the troops re-embarked.—Des

Bruly, the Governor of the Island, shot himself, on its surrender, in order to

avoid punishment from Buonaparte.

An attack upon the Island of Guadaloupe was expected to be made about

the latter end of December.

3|mperial ºarliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS, Tuesday, JAN UAR v 23.

A" the opening of the Session, the following Speech was read by the

Lord Chancellor, as one of his Majesty's Commissioners on the

occasion:—

My Lords and Gentlemen,

His Majesty commands us to express to you his deep regret that the exertions

of the Emperor of Austria against the ambition and violence of France have

proved unavailing, and that his Imperial Majesty has been compelled to aban-,

don the contest, and to conclude a disadvantageous peace. Although the war

was undertaken by that monarch without encouragement on the part of his

Majesty, every effort was made for the assistance of Austria which his

Majesty deemed consistent with the due support of his allies, and with the

welfare and interest of his own dominions.

An attack upon the naval armaments and establishments in the Scheldt afforded

at once the prospect of destroying a growing force, which was daily becoming

more formidable to the security of this country, and of diverting the exertions of

France from the important objects of reinforcing her armies on the Danube, and

of controlling the spirit of resistauce in the north of Germany. These consi

derations determined his Majesty to employ his forces on an expedition to

the Scheldt.

Although the principal ends of this expedition have not been attained, his

Majesty confidently hopes that advantages, materially affecting the security of his

Majesty's dominions in the ful ther prosecution of the war, will be found to

result from the demolition of the docks and arsenals at Flushing. This important

object his Majesty was enabled to accomplish, in consequence of the reduction

of the island of Walcheren by the valour of his fleets and armies.
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His Majesty has given directions thatsuch documents and papers should be laid

before you as he trusts will afford satisfactory information upon the subject of

this expedition.

We have it in command to state to you, that his Majesty had uniformly notified

to Sweden his Majesty's decided wish, that in determining upon the question

of peace or war with France, and other continental powers, she should be

guided by considerations resulting from her own situation and interests: while

his Majesty therefore laments that Sweden should have found it necessary to pur

chase peace by considerable sacrifices, his Majesty cannot complain that she

has concluded it without his Majesty's participation. It is his Majesty's earnest

wish that no event may occur to occas on the interruption of those relations of

amity which it is the desire of his Majesty and the interests of both countries to

preserve. -

We have it further in command to communicate to you, that the efforts of

his Majesty for the protection of Portugal have been powerfully aided by

the confidence which the Prince Regent has reposed in his Majesty, and by the

co-operation of the local government, and of the people of that country. The

expulsion of the French from Portugal, by his Majesty's forces under

Lieutenant-general Lord Viscount Wellington, and the glorious victory obtained

by him at Talavera, contributed to check the progress of the French arms in

the peninsula during the late campaign.

His Majesty directs us to state, that the Spanish government, in the name

and by the authority of King Ferdinand the Seventh, has determined to assemble

the general and extraordinary Cortes of the nation. His Majesty trusts that

this measure will give fresh animation and vigour to the councils and the arms

of Spain, and successfully direct the energies and spirit of the Spanish people to

the maintenance of their legitimate monarchy, and to the ultimate deliverance

of their country.

The most important considerations of policy and of good faith require, that as

long as this great cause can be maintained with a prospect of success, it should

be supported, according to the nature and circumstances of the contest, by the

strenuous and continued assistance of the power and resources of his Majesty's

dominions; and his Majesty relies on the aid of his Parliament in his anxious

endeavours to frustrate the attempts of France against the independence of Spain

and Portugal, and against the happiness and freedom of those loyal and resolute

*uatious. -

His Majesty commands us to acquaint you, that the intercourse between his

Majesty's minister in America and the government of the United States has

been suddenly and unexpectedly interrupted. His Majesty sincerely regrets

this event: he has, however, received the strongest assurances from the American

minister resident at this court, that the United States are desirous of main

taining friendly relations between the two countries. This desire will be met

by a corresponding disposition on the part of his Majesty.

Gentlemen of the House of Comizions,

His Majesty has directed us to inform you, that he has ordered the estimates for

the current year to be laid before you; his Majesty has directed them to be

formed with all the attention to economy which the support of his allies and the

security of his dominions will permit. And his Majesty relies upon your zeal

and loyalty to afford him such supplies as may be necessary for those essential

objects.
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He commands us to express how deeply he regrets the pressure upon his

subjects, which the protracted continuance of the war renders inevitable.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

We are commanded by his Majesty to express his hope that you will resume

the consideration of the state of the inferior clergy, and adopt such further

measures upon this interesting subject as may appear to you to be proper.

We have it further in command to state to you, that the accounts which will

be laid before you of the trade and revenue of the country will be found highly

satisfactory. -

Whatever temporary and partial inconvenience may have resulted from the

measures which were directed by France against those great sources of our

prosperity and strength, those measures have wholly failed of producing any

permanent or general effect.

The inveterate hostility of our enemy continues to be directed against this coun

try with unabated animosity and violence. To guard the security of his Majesty's

dominions, and to defeat the designs which are meditated against us and our

allies, will require the utmost efforts of vigilance, fortitude, and perse

werance.

In every difficulty and danger his Majesty confidently trusts that he shall

derive the most effectual support, under the continued blessing of Divine

Providence, from the wisdom of his Parliament, the valour of his forces,

and the spirit and determination of his people.

Lord Clasgow moved, and Lord Grimstone seconded the Address.

Earl St.J’incent disapproved of the Address; censured the whole oonduct

of Ministers, from the attack upon Denmark, down to the present pc

riod ; and concluded with inquiring, whether it was Lord Mulgrave's

intention to make a wet dock for the navy at Northfleet before a peace

was made, as a wet dock was necessary for the preservation of our

ships ?

Lord Mulgrave informed his lordship, that measures had been taken

for that purpose.

Lord Grenville, after pointedly condemning the whole conduct of the

war, moved the following amendment to the Address:—

“ That we have seen with the utmost sorrow and indignation the ac

cumulated failures and disasters of the last campaign, the unavailing

waste of our national resources, and the loss of so many thousands of

our brave troops, whose distinguished and heroic valour has been unpro

fitably sacrificed in enterprises productive not of advantage, but of

lasting injury to the country : enterprises marked only by a repetition

of former errors, tardy and uncombined, incapable in their success

of aiding our ally in the critical moment of his fate, but exposing

in their failure his Majesty's Councils to the scorn and derision of the

cnemy.

“That we therefore feel ourselves bound to institute, without delay,

such rigorous and effectual inquiries and proceedings as duty impels us

to adopt, in a case where our country has been subjected to unexampled

£alamity and disgrace.”
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After a debate of considerable length, the House divided ; and the ori

ginal Address was carried, by 144 against 93; giving a majority of 52 in

favour of ministers.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TU EsDAY, JARUARY 23.

The Address was moved by Lord Bernard, and seconded by Mr.

Peele; after which Tord Gower moved the following amendment, which

was seconded by the Hon. Mr. Ward —

“That his Majesty's faithful Commons had seen, with the utmost

regret, the destructive and unavailing efforts which had been made

under the auspices of ministers during the course of the last campaign,

in enterprises marked only by calamity, and, by a repetition of former

errors, exposing his Majesty's Councils to the scorn and derision of the

enemy, and threatening eventually the honour and security of his

Majesty's Crown. They also begged leave most humbly to represent to

his Majesty, that the only atonement which his faithful Commons could

make to the country, was to institute a rigorous inquiry into the causes

of such unexampled calamity and disgrace, in order to their prevention

in future.”

On a division, there appeared, for the Address, 263 ; for the Amend

ment, 167; leaving a majority of 96 in favour of Ministers.

*-

łletterg on ºftbitt,

Copied verbatim from the LoNdoN Gazette.

-

ADMIRALTY-office, DEcFMBER 5, 1809.

Copy of another Letter from Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, addressed to the

Hon. W. W. Pole, and dated on board the Fille de Paris, off Minorca, 3d

October, 1809.

st R,

CARIAN HARGOOD has transmitted to me letters from Captains

West and Clephane, giving an account of a very spirited attack made

by the boats of the Excellent, Acorn, and Bustard, covered by the two

sloops, on a convoy of the enemy, which had anchored under a fortress at

Duin, to the westward of Trieste, in which all the enemy's vessels, consist

ing of six gun-vessels, and ten trabaccolas, were captured. This en

terprise their lordships will perceive, by the letters herewith enclosed, was

well, devised, and gallantly, executed....The manner in which Captain

Clephane speaks of the conduct and skill of Lieutenant Harper, is only a

repetition of what he has ever been entitled to when he goes upon service;

every account of him that has come to me describes him as an admirable

officer.

I also enclose the list of killed and wounded on the occasion, with

reports of the vessels captured, and prisoners taken.

I am, &c.

COLLINGwooD.
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- His Majesty's Ship Excellent, at Anchor ºff

SI R, Triesle, 29th July, 1809.

I have the honour to inform you, an enemy's convoy was observed

yesterday morning standing along the northern shore towards Trieste, and

being of opinion that by anchoring the Excellent as near that shore as her

safety would admit, might enable me to cut off the enemy from his destined

port, I immediately weighed and took up a position accordingly.

This movement had the desired effect, obliging the enemy to take

shelter in Duin, a pert four leagues to the northwest of Trieste.

In the afternoon a coaster was brought on board by the Excellent's boat,

which informed me the enemy's convoy was composed of six gun-boats and

several vessels laden with grain.

Conceiving it very practicable to capture or destroy them in their present

situation, at 10 P.M. I detached his Majesty's sloops Acorn and Bustard,

which you did me the honour to put under my command, with all the

boats of the Excellent, under the direction of Lieutenant John Harper, the

first lieutenant, to perform this service. At midnight a very heavy cannon

ade was seen in that direction, which in a short hour ceased, when I had the

satisfaction of seeing a rocket go up, which announced to ºne a favourable

issue to the enterprise.

At noon this day his Majesty's sloops and boats detached returned

to this anchorage, having with them the whole of the enemy's convoy which

they captured the preceding night.

Enclosed I have the honour to transmit to you a letter I have received

from Captain Clephane of his Majesty's sloop Acorn, and senior othcer on

the command of this expedition, together with a return of killed and

wounded in his Majesty's sloops and boats employed in this service, as like

wise of enemy's vessels captured, and prisoners inade in the execution

of it.

The very masterly and complete manner in which this service has been

performed by Captains Clephane and Markland of his Majesty's sloops

Acorn and Bustard, and Lieutenant John Ilarper in command of the boats

of his Majesty's ship Excellent, excites my highest admiration ; every

officer, seaman and marine, I am assured, individually distinguished him

self.

Of the merits of Lieutenant John Harper, an officer of fifteen years stand

ing, I cannot speak in terms of sufficient praise; his conduct on this, as on

many former occasions, was that of a most experienced and eliterprising

officer. I have, &c. -

- - \ JOHN WEST,

- His Majesty's Ship Acorn, off Trieste,

st p, July, £3, 1899.

It is with the greatest satisfaction I have to inform you, that the scrvice

you did me the honour to put under my direction, has been coupletely exe

cuted by the boarding and bringing ava w, under a very heavy fire, all the

gun-boats and merchant vessels which had taken shelter under the castle of

Duin.

About midnight, covered by the fire of his Majesty's sloops Acorn

and Bustard, the detachment of boats, under the orders of I.ieutenant John

Harper, first of the Excellent, pushed on shore, and, in about half an hour,

had complete pºssession of the enemy's vessels, as per enclosed statement.

I take the liberty to express my high sense of the conduct of Captain

£2ab, Ibrah. Ciol. XXIII. I.
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Markland of the Bustard, both by his leading into a place so little known,

and by the well directed fire kept up by him.

It would be the highest presumption in me to attempt, by any praise of

mine, to add to the merits of Lieutenant Harper, which are so well known to

you, yet I conceive it a most indispensable, and likewise a most pleasant

duty, to express my greatest admiration of the prompt, gallant, and deter

mined unanner he performed the above service, with so inferior a force; and

likewise of the judicious and soldier like conduct of Captain Cuminings of

the royal marines, who, by taking post on shore with a small party of

his men, entirely prevented the enemy annoying our people from the

rugged precipices surrounding the port, while in the act of launching

the vessels. Lieutenant Harperº highly of the great attention

and good conduct of every officer and man under his orders. I’ermit me to

add how much pleased I am with the conduct of the officers and ship's com

pany of the Acorn, it being the first time I have had the honour to carry

them before an enemy.

The loss the enemy sustained could not be ascertained, but it is conjec

tured they had from twenty to thirty killed and wounded, and twelve made

prisoners. +

Our loss, though comparatively small, I much regret; a list of which

I enclose. I have, &c.

R. CLEPHANE, Commander.

John West, Esq. Captain of His Majesty's Ship Ercellent. *

A Return of Killed and Wounded, Officers, Seamen, and Royal Marines, on

board his Majesty's Ships Agorn and Bustard, and in the Boat of his Ma

jesty's Ship Ercellent, in Action with the Enemy in Port Duin, on the

Night of the 28th Day of July, 1809. -

- Acoh N.

None killed or wounded.

BUSTAR p.

Wounded. Mr. Katty Robinson, master, severely; Peter Curry, seaman,

since dead; Robert Culluin, marine, slightly; Josh. Pelosa, pilot.

PxcFI. T.ENT. -

Killed. James Knowles, marine; Peter Pendergrass, ditto.

Wounded. Willian Hiunter, gunner's-mate, sli-intly; Benjamin Webb,

seaman, ditto. R. CLEPHIANE, Commander of

his Majesty's sloop Acorn.

List of Wessels captured on a Service under the command of Captain

C ephane, of his Majesty's Sloop Acorn, by a Detachment ºf Boats under

the Orders of Lieutenant John Harper, ºf his Majesty's Ship Ercellent, on

the Night ºf the 28th of july, 1809.

3 Gun-boats of the royal Italian marine, of 3 24-pounders, and 80 tons;

oomplete in annunition, stores, &c.

8 Ditto, of 3 18-pounders, and 60 tons; complete in ammunition,

stores, &c.

Complement of Men in each Gun-boat.

1 Commandant, 2 artillery-men, 8 soldiers, 15 seamen, &c.—Total 21.

10 Trabaccolas or coasters, from 10 to 20 tons, laden with brandy, flour,

rice, and wheat; one suik, cargo of flour previously taken out.

º R. CLEPHANE, Commander of

his Majesty's Sloop Acorn.
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A Return of Prisoners token out of Wessels captured,and taken Possession of

by the Boats of his Majesty's Ship Ercellent, ºn Conjunction with those ºf

his Majesty's Stoops Acorn and Bustard, in Port Dun on the Night of

the 25th Lay of July, 1309.

3 Officers (two of which are wounded).

15 Seamen and soldiers (several wounded, one of whom since dead).

R. CLEPHANE, Commander of

his Majesty's Sioup Acorn.

DEc. 5.

Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood has transmitted to this office the follow

ing reports of captures made by ships under his lordship's command, viz.

A letter from Captain Ayscousin, of the Success, giving an account of the

capture by the bºats of that ship, on the 30th of July, off Cerigo, of

two French privateers, one mounting nine carriage-guns and four swivels,

with seventy-eight men, and the other, one gun and twenty men.

A letter from Captain Pearce, of the Halcyon sloop, stating the capture

on the 30th of August, of the St. Anna French privateer, of two guns and

forty-six men, twenty days from Naples, without making any prize.

And two letters from Captain Rosenhagen, of the Volage, giving accounts

of his having on the 6th and 20th of September, captured two enemy's pri

vateers, the Annunciate and Jason, one of two guns and forty inen, and the

other of six guns and sixty-nine men.

DEc. 9.

Vice-admiral ('amºell, commander-in-chief in the Downs, has transmit

ted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. a letter he had received from Captain An

dorson, of his Majesty's sloop the Rinaldo, giving an account of his having,

on the 7th instant, captured, between I)ungeness and the South Foreland, a

French privateer, called the Marau deur, having fourteen guns on board,

and sixty-six men, out twelve days from Boulogue, without making any cap

ture.

DEc. 19. -

Co, y ºf a Lette from Captain Macdonald, of the Red Pole Sloop, dated the

10th Instan', ºil essed to Pi, e admiral Campbell, and transmited by the

latter to john Wilson C, oker, Esq.

S1 R,

I have the honour to acquaint you, that on the 9th instant, at day-light,

Beachy iſcad N. by T. nine leagues, wind W. two luggers were observed on

our lee bow, to which chase was immediately given; and at ten I had the

good fortune to get alongside the weathermost, which had the temerity to

engage us for haif an hour, when she surrendered. She proves to be

Le Grand lºodeur, of Boulogne, sixteen guns and eighty men, Captain J. G.

tºuret, four days from Dieppe, and had made no capture. I am sorry

tº add, that the privateer had one man killed and two wounded, one

of them badly. Towards the latter part of the chase, his Majesty's sloop

Pelican hove in sight, and pursued the other, but did not capture her. To

the officers and ship's company I feel greatly indebted for their cool

and steady conduct during the chase and action, when every manoeuvre was

attel.jpted by the enemy to escape. I ain, &c.

C. MACDONALI).

Vice-admiral Campbell, commander-in-chief of his Majesty's ships and

vessels in the Lowns, has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq, a ſcuer

Iron Captain Maxwell, or the Royalist sloop, dated the 6th insant, stating,
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that he had captured on that day, the French cutter privateer L'Heureuse

Etoile, of two guns and fifteen men. She had sailed from Dieppe the pre

ceding evening, and had not made any capture.

Copy of another Letter from Captain Maricell of the Royalist Sloop, addressed

to Vice-admiral Campbell, and transmitted by the latter to John W.

Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Sloop Royalist, at Sea,

sIR, December 10, 1809.

I have the honour to inform you of his Majesty's sloop under my com

mand, having captured at six P. M. Le Beau Marseille, French lugger pri

vateer, of fourteen guns and sixty men; she is a very beautiful vessel, only

three months old, and considered one of the fastest sailers out of Boulogne.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN MAXWELL,

- Dec. 16.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Sir George R. Collier, of his Majesty's Ship

the Surveillante, addressed to the Honourable Rear-admiral Stopford, and

transmitted by Lord Gambier to john Wilson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Ship Surveillante, at Sea,
SI R, December 3, 1809.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that his Majesty's ship under my com

mand has been driven in the late gale, rather to the southward of the sta

tion allotted to her by your order; and in recovering my ground this day,

captured the French cutter privatcer La Countesse Laure, Jean Jacques

Beltic.rs, commander.

The privateer is of a class and possesses qualities admirably calcu

lated for the annoyance of the British trade ; she is copper bottomed and

sails fast; pierced for sixteen guns, and has fourteen mounted, twelve and

eight-pounders; fifty-five men on board, being part of her complement;

five days out of Rochelle, without making any capture.

I have the honour to be, &c.

G. R. COLLIER.

Dec. 19.

Vice-admiral LordCollingwood has transmitted to this office a letter ſron

the Honourable Captain Duncan, of his Majesty's ship Mercury, giving an

nccount of the boats of that ship having, on the 7th of September last, under

the direction of Lieutenant Pall, boarded and carried, without any loss, in

the port of Barletta, the French schooner of war, La Pugliese, of seven guns

and thirty-seven men, protected, in addition to her own force, by a castle,

two armed Feluccas, and musketry.

And also a letter from Captain Lumley, of the Hind, stating his having,

on the 20th of September, captured off Melazzo a French privateer, called

Le Temeraire, of two guns and thirty men, out four days from Naples, with

out making any capture.

And a letter from Captain Prescott, of the Weazle sloop, reporting the

capture, on the 27th of Uctober, of Le Vcloce, French letter of marque, of

fourguns and eighty-three men; four days from Tunis, without taking any prize.

Despatches, of which the following are copies and extracts, have been

received by John Wilson Croker, Esq, secretary to the Admiralty, from

Rear-admiral Sir Richard John Strachan, Bart, and K. B.
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His Majesty's Ship Blake, in Flushing

sIR, Roads, Dec. 13, 1809.

I availed myself of Vice-admiral Campbell's offer of the Jason to convey

me to Flushing; and as soon as it moderated on the 9th, in the afternoon, I

hoisted my flag on board that ship, and, accompanied by the Idas cutter,

proceeded to this anchorage, where I arrived on the evening of the 13th.

I found Rear-admiral Otway with the squadron here; he had embarked

the troops and put every thing in a state of preparation for retiring

from Walcheren whenever the wind became favourable. The arsenal and

works about the basin at Flushing having been destroyed on that day.

The enclosed letter from the Rear-admiral will inform you of the particu

lars of his proceedings: his arrangement for the retreat appeared to me to

be so excellent, that I have given my full approbation to the whole.

It has blown an exceedingly heavy gale of wind from the westward since my

arrival in these roads, which has prevented my going as I intended to

the division under Commodore Owen, in the Slough passage, and the same

cause has prevented much communication here.

I have not received any reports from the Roompot, but I send an extract

of a letter from Commodore Owen, addressed to Rear-admiral Otway, which

will inform you of the proceedings of that officer with the force under his

orders.

I have the honour to be, &c.

R. J. STRACHAN.

st R, Caesar, Flushing Roads, Dec. 11, 1809.

I have the honour te communicate to you such circumstances as have oc

curred previous to your arrival, and subsequent to my last official communi

Catl() in.

The transports necessary for the embarkation of the army having arrived

the 25th ult on the following day the measures that I had previously con

certed with Lieutenant-general Don for the destruction of the basin, arsenal,

and sea defences of Flushing, agreeable to instructions from the Earl

of Liverpool, dated the 13th and received on the 17th, were begun.

On this service six hundred seamen and artificers from the fleet were em

ployed, under the orders of Captain Moore, of his Majesty's ship Marl

borough, assisted by Captains Tomlinson and Henderson, of the fire

ship service. The navy having completed the portion of work allotted

to them, and Lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, commanding the royal en

gineers, having reported to Lieutenant-general Don that his mines for the

destruction of the gates and piers at the entrance of the basin were ready,

the whole of the artny, with the exception of the rear-guards, was embarked

on the afternoon of the 9th instant.

The mines were exploded yesterday at low water, and appear to

have fully answered their object: the whole of the east side of the basin had

been previously completely destroyed, but as the port of Flushing west of

the basin lies considerably below the high water mark, any material injury

of the west bank would have caused the imme” ate inundation of the

whole town; therefore our work on that side has been confined to the de

mºlition of the careening wharf and pits.

It was at first intended to defer the burning of the storehouse and other

buildings in the arsenal until our final departure, but, from the probability

that with a stroug east wind the flames might communicate to the town,

the whole was set fic to yesterday, and is totally destroyed.

Thus Flushing is rendcred tº eless to the euemy as a naval arsenal; and

the basin, which afforded very secure retreat for several ships of the

line during the winter, is for the present effectually destroyed, and can only

be restored by great labour, and at an immense expense.



78 NAVAL history of THE PRESENT YEAR, 1809–181 ,

I cannot conclude without expressing my great obligations to Captain

Moore, for the able assistance he has rendered me in the performance of a

very complicated service; and he speaks in terms highly satisfactory of the

conduct of Captains Tomlinson and Henderson, and the other officers who

served under his orders on slore.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Rear-admiral Sir Richard Stravhan, W. A. OTWAY, Rear-admiral.

K. B. Commander-in-chief, &c. -

$1R, Clyde, in the Veer Gat, Dec. 8, 1800.

Last night the enemy worked very hard at the battery on Woolversdyke,

notwithstanding the continued fire kept on it.

At day-light this morning, it was found he had opened four embrasures in

it. Captain Carteret, therefore, pushed two subdivisions of the gun-boats

forward against it, which completely succeeded in demolishing two of the

embrasures, and in injuring the others very imaterially.

About noon, three mortars were brought down, and, with a field-piece,

opened against our vessels (the brigs more especially); but, after about an

hour's firing, in which their shells were thrown with some precision,

but without elect, they were completely silenced, and all our vessels kept

their ground. -

Abºut this time the guard-boats entered the Cross Channel which unites

the two passes of Woolversdyke, to endeavour to tow off a flat-boat, which

was lost last night from the Pallas's stern, being swampt and overset; they

got her in tow, but she was fast aground and could not be moved. The .

enemy's troops were in number behind the Dyke, and a considerable fire of

musketry was exchanged with then, I believe without effect on either

side; some few shot struck our boats.

The enemy's advanced gun-boats appeared to lie close together, and

I ordered two of the Clyde's boats to advance into the passage and throw

some rockets that way, in order that the occasion might be taken to recon

noitre then more closely.

I find the enemy's batteries are not so far in advance as I had supposed,

and that their gun-boats are not nearer than Cortjeu. They are, however,

erecting a battery on a point of the Dyke which commands the Channel

about half-way between that placc and the outcr battery.

I have the honour to be, &c.

R ar-admiral Otway, &c. E. W. C. R. O.W EN, Commodore.

Entract of a Letter from Commodore Owen, to Rear-admiral O. way, dated

Clyde, in the Pºcer Gat, December 9, 1809.

If the enemy molest our retreat, we feel a confidence in our strength, and

the spirit of inv people will not let him tread upon our heels. It is

an excellent spirit, and I will cindeavour to regulate it so far as to avoid com

initting thein improperly.

- E. W. C. R. O.W.I.N.

His Mjesty's Ship Blake, in Flushing

st p, Roads, Dec. 13, 1809.

In addition to my despatch of this morning, I have now to transmit

a letter, and an extract of one I have Just received from Commodore Owen :

every time I hear from that gallant and animated officer, I have fresh

cause to admire his conduct.

I think it my duty to inform you that I found the squadron under

my counuland in the tighest spirits, and ready to undertake any enter

| rise.
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I propose, as soon as I have made my final arrangements at Flushing, to

leave this command with Rear-aduiral Otway, and proceed to the Vere

Gat, to communicate with Commodore Owen. -

I have the honour to be, &c.

It. J. STRACHAN.

Favorite Cutter, 11th December, 1809,

$1 R, ºf Ter Veer.

I am happy to find, by a report this day from Captain Carteret, that the

exertions of our gun-boats have completely succeeded in preventing

the progress of the enemy on the Woolversdyke. I informed Rear-admiral

Otway that the duty being heavy on the division of gun-boats in advance, I

had ordered that of acting Captain Rich to relieve it. This was done, and

to day every embrazure the enemy had opened is said to be completely ie

velled by their fire.

Rear-admiral Sir Richard Strachan, Burt. E. W. C. R. O.W.E.N.

and K. B. Commander-in-chief, 3 c.

Ertract ºf a Letter from Commodore Owen, da'ed Favorite, off Ter Veer,

December 11, 1809.

The enemy was very busy with the battery on Woolversdyke, which, if

completed, would have rendered the post I have taken on that side a very

uneasy one; I therefore thought, under the present circumstances, every

thing should be tried to keep it back, and the gun-boats have done

it well.

If the enemy in our retreat treads too close on us, we feel confident in

our strength, and can form as good a front as our Channel will allow : ſcel

ing the necessity for my being layself in the rear, I have hoisted iny

pendant in the Favorite cutter, leaving the care of the Clyde to my first

lieutenant. This, I trust, you will approve of.

F. W. C. R. O.W.I.N.

DowNING stºr FT, DECEMBER 30, 1809.

A despatch, of which the following is a copy, was Yesterday morning

received at Lord Liverpool's office, addressed to Lis lordship is Lieutenant

general Don, dated his Majesty's ship Caesar, of the 19 ucrloo Passage,

December 22, 1809.

His Majesty's Ship Cesar, ºff the

MY 1.0RD, Duerloo Passage, 1.2e. 23, 1809.

Although I have regularly communicated to your lordship the principal

circumstances which have occurred, relative to the army under iny coin

mand, yet I have judged it adviseable to postpone my detailed report on

the evacuation of the island of Walcherei, unui the trºops were withdrawn

and the fleet had sailed.

On the receipt of your lordship's despatch of the 13th of last month, con

veying to me his Majesty's cominands to evacuate the island of Walcherea

with the forces under my orders, and further signifying the determination

of his Majesty, that previously to the evacuation I should take such mea

sures as I might deem most effectual for the demolition of the Basin of

Flushing, and the naval defences of the island, I made the necessary pre

parations for the renoval of the sick, and convalescents of the army, and

the arrival of a division of transports afforded nie the means of completing

their embarkation on the 26th ultimo.

On the same day the new frigate that was built in the dock yard was

got out of the basin, and which enabled me on the following morning to

commence the demolition of the sea defences, basin, dock yard, arsenal,
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magazines, naval store-houses, &c. of the town of Flushing, the total de

struction of which was completed on the 11th instant.

These services were conducted under the immediate direction and super

intendance of Lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, commanding engineer, as

sisted by a strong party from the navy, under the command of Captain

Moore, and for the particulars, I beg leave to refer your lordship to the

Lieutenant-colonel's report, a copy of which I enclose.

The very judicious and skilful manner in which these measures have been

completed, reflects great credit upon Lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, and

the several officers who acted with him, and I am persuaded it will afford

your lordship peculiar satisfaction to know, that the whole of this extensive

work has been accomplished, without any injuiry being done to the inha

bitants; the destruction not having extended beyond what was necessary

to deprive the enemy of the advantage of Flushing as a naval station.

The embarkation of the ordnance and the stores of the several depart

ments having been completed, the army was withdrawn and embarked on

the 9th instant, but the weather being extremely unsettled, and conceiving

it probablefrom the active and continued preparations of the enemy, that he

might hazard an attack, I judged it expedient still to hold the towns of

Flushing, Middleburgh, and Ter Veer, and Fort Rammekins; at the same

time I made an arrangement for the disembarkation of the army, the four

divisions of which were stationed as follows; viz. the 1st division immedi

ately off the town of Flushing; 2d division to the westward of that town;

3d division between Flushing and Fort Raminekins, to act and co-operate

with the naval force in the Sloo passage, under Captain Mason ; and the

4th off Ter Veer, to act and co-operate with the naval force between the

Veer Gat and Wolversdyke, under Commodore Owen.

By this disposition, had the enemy attempted to invade the island, the

four posts above mentioned could easily have been reinforced, and the ene

my in the event of his effecting a landing, attacked in his flanks and rear;

as from the precautions I had taken in stopping the fresh water sluices, his

advance into the country must have been confined to the dykes and cause

way from Ter Veer through Middleburgh to Flushing.

The fleet continued wind-bound until this morning, when the rear guards

were withdrawn, the ships of war and transports from the west Scheldt got

under weigh, and I conclude those in the Veer Gat moved about the same

tline.

I feel great satisfaction in mentioning the very able and cordial support

I have uniformly received from Rear-admiral Otway, and that our arrange

ments for the final evacuation of the island were approved of by Rear-ad

miral Sir Richard Strachan, on his arrival on the 11th instant.

I cannot conclude this report without acquainting your lordship that I

found the army in an excellent state of discipline. and that the conduct of

the troops has in every respect merited my warmest approbation.

On the day of embarkation, the different corps of the army marched

from the several points, and embarked in the most perfect order and re

gularity, and the imagistrates of the town and villages expressed to the

officers left in the command of the rear guards, that the troops on their de

parture had in no instance molested or injured the inhabitants.

I have the honour to be...&c.

G. DON, Lieut.-Gen.

SI R, Flushing, Dec. 11, 1809.

In obedience to your orders of the 25th ult, and with the concurrence

of Captain Moore of the royal navy, the necessary directions were given to

commence the demolition of the basin, arsenal, dock-yard, naval defences,



NAvAL HIsTony of THE PRESENT YEAR, 1809–1810. 81

*

and magazines of this place; and on the 26th, a party of seamen, under

the superintendance of Captain Tomlinson, began at low water to destroy

such parts of the break-waters as appeared to protect the entrance of the

harbour. On the following day, Captain Moore, with parties of seamen,

proceeded on the destruction of the wharfing of the basin and of the dock

yard, and both were accomplished in a few days in the most effectual

Inanner.

The demolition of the sea defences was also began upon on the 26th ult.

under the immediate superintendance of Captain Rudyerd of the royal en

gineers, assisted by Captain Read, with a detachment of officers and men

of the royal staff corps, and Captain Douavan and a detachment of officers

and men of the royals.

Arrangements were, on the same day, made to proceed on the Demo

lition, by mining, of the Piers and Masonry of the flood-gates at the en

trance of the great naval basin, under the directions of Captains Squire

and Fanshawe of the royal engineers.

I have now the honour to inform you, that the services allotted to the

royal navy have been most effectually accomplished, the dock-yard, arsenal,

magazines, and every building belonging to the naval establishment being

wholly destroyed. The entrance of the harbour is also blocked up, by

sinking of vessels filled with heavy materials, so as to render the passage

of ships of war impracticable. -

The destruction of the defences towards the sea, under the direction of

Captain Rudyerd, has also been completely carried into effect, by dismant

ling the batteries, throwing down the parapets, and in every respect ex

tending the devastation of such works, as far as could be accomplished with

out hazarding an inundation of the town; and with regard to the im

portant service of the mines employed as the means of destroying the piers

and abutments of the flood-gates which secured the basin, I am to acknow

ledge the skilful directions of Captains Squire and Fanshawe, and the per

sonal exertions of the other officers of the corps of royal engineers, and as

sistant engineers employed under them, as the undertaking happily termi

nated in an explosion that succeeded in displacing the very foundations

thoughout the whole work.

I have the honour to be, &c.

R. PILKINGTON.

- Lieutenant-colonel royal engineers.

To Lieutenant-general Don, &c.

Copy of a Letter from Sir Richard John Strachan, Bart. and K. B. Rear

admiſal of the Red, &c. to John Wilson Croker, Esq.; dated on board

His Majesty's Ship St. Domingo, in the Downs, 28th ºf December 1809.

SIR,

It is with great pleasure I inform you of the arrival of Commodore Owen.

in the Clyde, who gives me the pleasing intelligence of the divisions under

his command, and that under Captain Mason having sailed from the east

and west Scheldt, and are by this time at the mouth of the Thames, if not

at the places of their respective destination; I enclose the Commodore's

report of his proceedings. It is my duty to draw their lordships' attention

to the excellent conduct of Commodore Owen, in the discharge of the vari

ous and arduous duties he had to perform ; and I beg, in the most earnest

manner, to recommend to their lordships' notice, the zeal, bravery, and

perseverance of the captains, officers, and seamen, composing the flotilla

under the Commodore's orders. The same good conduct has pervaded the

captains, officers, and seamen of the flotilla under Captain Mason, of the

Rab. Jørom, Vol. XXIII. M
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Fisgard; and when I get that officer's report, I shall have great pleasure is

introducing his merit to their lordships' particular notice.

I have the honour to be, &c.

a - - R. J. STRACHAN.

His Majesty's Ship Clyde, off the North Foreland,

st R, December 28, 1809.

In obedience to the direction of Rear-admiral Otway, I have the honour

to lay before you the following detail of my proccedings in carrying into

execution the orders to evacuate that part of the island of Waleſheren, with

the duties of which I had the honour to be charged.

Of our previous state of preparation you have been acquainted, and that

all the stores, guns, and ammunition not judged in mediately necessary to

our defence, had been withdrawin and put on board, and every arrange

inent made in the beginning of December.

I have likewise had the honour to report to you, that the enemy's anxiety

to complete his works on Wolversdyke and south Heveland, for the pur

pose of clearing the Slou, and driving our advanced divisions from the

channels which lead to it, had obliged me to commence a system of offen

sive operations, and the result thereof has likewise been submitted to you.

I had further informed you of the necessity I felt for shifting my pendant

to the Cretan, that I might be better situated to direct our moveuments.

Our flotilla held their forward stations when, on the morning of the 23d,

I received your letter, acquainting me that you intended to quit Flushing

on that day, provided the wind would permit the line-of-battle ships to pass

the Duerloo. I immediately made preparation likewise to withdraw. The

boats assembled, and embarked the rear guard of the army, under the

direction of the honourable Captain Cadogan; whilst the few remaining

guns of Veer and Armuyden points were rendered useless, and every other

article of stores was taken off.

In the meantime our advanced divisions fell back, and collected at their

defensive stations, but it was two o'clock before those duties were com

pleted, and there was no chance of clearing any considerable part of our

force from the Veer Gat before dark, whilst the wind, which was very light,

hung so far to the westward, as to leave me doubtful of your succeeding

with the line-of-battle ships; I therefore ordered the Clyde only, whose

draught of water might embarrass us, to shift out to the Roompot whilst

I sent an intelligent person to Flushing fo, information of your movements.

Colonel Pack (with whom it has been my good fortune to co-operate)

was good enough to offer the Town-major of Ter Veere for this duty.

Captain Clements of the 71st regiment, who returned to me at five o'clock,

with the information that every thing was clear except two frigates, and a

two-decked ship, and the stay of these seemed to be the effect of chance

alone, and I concluded they would follow in the morning. Captain Cle

ments found the towns of Middleburgh and Flushing occupied by Burgher

guards, and at four on the following morning, the gates of Veere were like

wise given to the Burghers. -

At day-light of the 24th, I made the signal for our distant ships to

move, but the transports at the entrance of the gat did not succeed in get

ting out till dark

Captain Davis's division of the gun-boats however reached the Roompot,

and were disarmed.

It was whilst this movement was making, and which was much retarded

by the baſiling winds, I learnt of your arrival in the Roompot; and it was

in the pause the shift of wind and tide occasioned that you did me the ho

mour to join me in the Cretan, and sanction my proceedings.

On the morning of the 25th, our guard boats were recalled, the Pallas



NAVAL IIIsrony of THE PREsENT YEAR, 1809–1810. 83

‘got out to the Roompot, and a movement of our whole flotilla made;

bnt as it then cyme on to blow, you ordered it to take a position of the
Fort Den Haak. *

Encouraged by our retreat, the enemy's advanced division of gun-boats

moved through the Wolversdyke channel to the station heretofore occu

pied by our advance, but on our anchoring, returned again to its former

station. As however we had decidedly given up Ter Veere, three row

boats with Dutch troops, crossed over there from Campere, and in the

course of the afternoon some Schuyts followed likewise with Dutch troops,

and by sunset the enemy had posted sentinels at Den Haak.

On the 26th the wind got round to the N. E. and you (seeing every pro

spect of our getting out) had sailed for England, the wind however backed.

again to the westward of north, and I did not think it right to disarm any

more of the gun-boats, than the division of acting Captain Rich.

All the merchant vessels had got clear of the Veere Gat, but one gun

boat was aground. I sent Captain Carteret with two divisions toº:
and to protect the disarmed buats, which I ordered once more to anchor oft

Den Haak.

The enemy's gun-boats had in this while anchored in a line off Ter

Veere, but again abandoned that position and returned to Wolvers

dyke.

*. morning of the 27th was as favourable as could be desired:

the several convoys sailed soon after day-light with a gentle breeze at east;

the two disarmed divisions of gun-boats parted company whilst the remain

der were disarming, which done, the whole squadron was a-weigh by half

past one, and fairly in the Stone, Deep by sun-set. I there met Cap

tain Mason, in the Fisgard, with his squadron, and learnt that all was clear

from Flushing.

The wind and weather have been so favourahle and fine, there is no doubt"

all will reach Sheerness in safety, I should hope, to-day.

ſn closing this detail, I feel it is my duty to remark to you the great good

will that has been manifested by all and every one I have commanded.

Of the bravery and spirits of the gun-boats you were well aware: their

cheerful submission to the deprivations their peculiar service rendered ne

cessary, makes them still more estimable. -

The merits of Captain Carteret in the general command of this part of our

force, I have, in some particular instances, had occasion to report to you.

In every instance I have known, his conduct has been good alike.

The several divisions were under Captains Aberdour and Davies, acting

Captain Rich, and the Honourable Captain Dawson; the latter of whom I

charged with a division, in consequence of Captain Lowe having been

removed by Rear-admiral Otway to the command of the Sabrina.

In the Houourable Captain Cadogan, of the Pallas, I found a most zeal

ous second and supporter; and from Captain Jauverin, whom you charged

with the duties of the port. From every other captain, from every officer,

and ſrom every man, fºe, in their respective stations, had a prompt obe

dience and co-operation, anxious always to outrun my wishes for the

service. In short, sir, I cannot speak too strongly to you in their

praise. - -

The peculiar circumstances we were placed in, obliged me to leave

the management of my own ship wholly to Lieutenant Strong, and in so do

ing have given him an opportunity to confirm the good opinion I had formed

of hiºn in the course of seven years service with me. -

The duties of the guard fell heavy on our boats. The men of every ship

vied with each other in the cheerful and effectual discharge of this harassing

but needful duty. -
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Again, sir, I beg most earnestly to recommend them to your countenance,

and have the honour to be, &c.

G. W. C. R. OWEN, Commodore.

Rear-admiral Sir R. J. Strachan, Bart. and K. B.

Frtract o'a Letter from Captain Nicholas Tomlinson, to J. W. Croker, Esq.

dated December 27, 1809.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that the vessels under my orders, laden with

fire-ship stores, lately composing part of the expedition to the Scheldt, are

all arrived at the Nore, except that in which I was embarked, she having

been wrecked on the 18th instant; but I was enabled to make room

for, and save, all theºic part of her cargo, by throwing overboard the

bevins (baker's faggots dipped in tar) from the other ships, which I hope

will meet their lordships' approbation.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Cramer; commanding his Majesty's Ship the

'º. addressed to Rear-admiral Otway, and transmitted by Rear

admiral Sir Richard John Strachan, to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Ship Diana, off Borcelen,

SIR, December 2, 1809.

I have the honour to inform you, that having gained information that the

enemy were disembarking guns at Odenskirk; and thinking it was practica

ble to cut them off, I sent away the boats of his Majesty's ship, under the

command of Lieutenant Daniel Miller, accompanied by Lieutenant Sparrow, ,

Messrs. Robertson, Knocker, King, and M'Carttey, midshipmen, who in the

most gallant manner lauded and beat off the French guard. udder a very.

heavy fire of round and grape shot, and brought away three vessels that,

were secured to the shore by hawsers, laden with battery train and

field pieces, together with wood to form a platform. -

Lieutenant Miller, first of this ship, an old and meritorious officer, who

has often distinguished himself in cutting out different vessels, speaks highly

of the gallantry and assistance he received from Lieutenant Sparrow,”

the young gentlemen, and the boats’ crews and marines.

I am happy to inform you, that this service has been performed without ,

any persou being hurt.

I have the honour to be, &c.

To William Albany Otway, Esq. Rear- J. CRAMER, Captain.

admiral of the White. ,

JANUARY 2, 1810.

Vice-admiral Campbell, has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. a

letter he had received from Captain Maxwell, of his Majesty's sloop the

Royalist, giving an account of his having, on the 31st of December,

captured a French lugger privateer, called Le François, of fourteen guns

and sixty men, out from Boulogne, three days, without having made

any capture.

The Royalist has also retaken two English vessels which had been taken

by the enemy.

** **- JAN. 6.

Admiral Lord Gambier has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esquire,

a letter from the Hon. Captain Bouverie, of his Majesty's ship Medusa,

stating the capture of the French privateer L'Aventure, of Bourdeaux, of

fourteen guns and eighty two men; she had sailed from that port on the preseding day, and had not made any capture. l
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JAN. 13.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Browne, Commander of His Majesty's Sloop

Pover, to Admiral Young, and transmitted by the latter to John Wilson

Cruker, Esq.

His Majesty's Ship Plover, off Scilly,

sir, - january 10, 1810,

I beg to report to you, that his Majesty's sloop under my command, cap

tured this day the French brig privateer le Saratu, of St. Malo, commanded

by Monsieur Rosse, pierced for twenty guns, but mounting only fourteen,

viz. ten twenty-four pounder carronades, and four long nine-pounders, and

manned with one hundred men; had been at sea eight days; had taken the

vessels named in the margin"; two of which his Majesty's sloop has recap

tured, and the other was scuttled by the privateer. I have, &c.

P. BROWNE.

JAN. 13.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Arthur, Commander of His Majesty's Sloop the

Cherokee, to Vice-admiral Campbell, and transmitted by the latter to John

Wilson Croker, Esq. -

- His Majesty's Sloop Cherokee, Downs,

SIR, January 11, 1810.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that on reconnoitr'ing Dieppe yester

day, I perceived seven lugger privateers at anchor close together, within a

cabie's length of the pier head under the batteries; and deeming it notwith

standing their numbers practicable to capture or destroy some of them,

I this morning, at one o'clock, the wind being southerly, stood in and per

ceived the whole seven at anchor, as when reconnoitred; I immediately ran

between two, and laid one on board, which, after a fruitless attempt on the

part of the enemy to board the Cherokee, I succeeded in bringing out, and

which proves to be the Amiable Nelly, a new lugger, of sixteen guns, one

hundred and six tons, and sixty men.

During the time we were under the batteries, the whole of the privateers

kept up a constant fire of musketry; but, I am happy to state, only

two were wounded, viz. Lieutenant Gabriel, and Mr. James Ralph, boat

swain, both in the hand. The enemy had two killed and eight wounded,

three dangerously. -

I feel it a duty I owe to my officers and ship's company to state, their con

duct deserves my warmest approbation, for the cool steadiness they

shewed, both in attacking the enemy, and during the time we were under the

batteries. I am, &c,

R. ARTHUR.

**-

3?abal Courtg 119artial.

-

A. COURT MARTIAL has been holden on Captain John Spearing, of

the royal marines, embarked on board the Leyden, at his own request,

on being accused by the ward-room officers of embezzling their mess

money. The Court was of opinion that his conduct had been fraudulent in

his accounts as caterer of the mess, and unbecoming the character of an

officer; and did therefore adjudge him to be dismissed from his Majesty's

Service.

* Brig Pomona, from Pieto, Nova Scotia; brig Brothers, from Mar

tinique, sloop Rambler, from Seville, (scuttled).
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Hºromotiong and 3ppointmentg,

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Rear-admiral Sir Richard Goodwin Keats, K.B. is appointed to succeed

the late Sir Alexander Ball, as governor, and civil commissioner, of the

island of Malta.

David Lord Balgonie is promoted to the rank of a commander, and ap

pointed to the Delight sloop. - -

Captain Edward O'Brien, private secretary to the First Lord of the

Admiralty, has been permitted by his Majesty to take the title of the son

of a Marquis.

º C. Dashwood, late of the Franchise, is appointed to the Belvi

dera; Captain Stackpoole to the Tonnant; Captain Frederick Warren to

the Argo; Captain Robert Bloye to the Lyra ; and Captain George Cock

burne to the Implacable.

John Chenoweth is appointed by the Lords of the Admiralty to be agent

to the Royal Naval Hospital at the Cape of Good Hope.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

Robert H. Barclay to command the Bream schooner; George Fllerby to

...the Donegal; Nicholas Coulthurst to the Druid ; William Lambert to the

Porcupine; Thomas Bent to the Helena; Flowers Beckett to the Dread

nought; J. Miles to the Sabrina; William Monnier to the Sampson prison

ship; Thomas A. Simkin to the Gibraltar; James R. White to the Incon

stant; Thomas Burdwood to the Recruit; Joseph Miller to the Challenger;

William Luckraft to the Sheldrake ; Willian Oldfield to the Magnet;

Thomas Colby to the Hyperion; the Hon. W. J. Napier to the Kent; James

H. Plumridge to the Tartar; Nicholas Hammond to the Kent; W.T. Peter

to the Impetueux; John G. Cofijn to the Victorious; Charles Itickett to

the Vanguard; Frederick J. Thomas to the Antelope; Henry Nanson to

the Argus; Thomas Stewart to the Snake; William Vale to the Termagant;

Stewart Blacker to the Dreadnought; Waiter Wade to the Podargus;

Charles Du Cane to the Egeria; G. A. Westphall to the Implacable;

G. C. Wimstone to ditto; John Carter to the Flamer gun-brig; George Big

nell to the Formidable; Samuel B. Tristram to the Crocus; Robert H.

Drake to the Namur; Alexander F. Parr to the Argo; Edward R. Foley

to the Favorite; William Edwards to the Zephyr; John J. Loney to the

Thunder; James W. Baker to the Avenger; John Fraser to the Princess

of Orange; Benjamin Sproude to the Princess; John Debenham to the

Deptford tender; Henry Harnett to the Seine; Christopher D. Aplin to

the Peruvian; Frederick Draffen to the Derwent; George Tippett to the

Argus ; R. A. S. Mitchell to the Blossom ; James Murray to the Exertion;

George Warcup to the Exertion.

A list of midshipmen who passed for lieutenants on the first Wednesday
in the month :-

William H. Bruce, Charles L. Falkinor, William Giekie, Charles Hare,

1.dward Scott, George Sprent, John Tyler, Samuel Hughes, John Moore,

William E. Parry, Francis Rogers, George Wale, William Brander, Roger

Hall, Henry Lewis, Griffith P. Fraherite, Janes B. Tatnall, Robert Roch

fort, William Elliott, John Stokes, James Allen, George King, Matthew

Derenzy, Richard Haynes, James S. Lean, Richard Newman, Edward

Phillips, Thomas Stride, John Williams, Thomas Blakestone, Richard E.

Jones, W. M'Leod, Anthony Gibbs, and Nielson Williamson.
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Surgeons, &c. appointed.

George Lillies to the Antelope; Donald Cameron to the Sprightly cutter;

Richard Kent to the Sarpedon; George Henderson to the Jamaica; Har

pur Gamble to the Muros; James Fry to the Bombay; William Henderson

(1) to the Kent; Roger M'Manus to the Scylla; James Nimmo to the

Prince Frederick; Gregory Odell to the Scipion; George Pearson to the

Leda ; James Browne to the Sophie; E. St. Quintin to the Sparrowhawk;

William Matthias to the Philomel; William Smyttan to the Cyané; N. M.

Cox to the Porcupine; Thomas Mant to the Saturn; John Kerr to the

Iris; C. Nickery to the Marengo prison ship; Samuel Symonds to the

Courageux; Morgan Price to the Prospero; William Warden to the Poic

tiers; W. B. Smith to the Pegase prison hospital ship; Charles Stormouth

to the Reynard; Charles Mayberry to the Jamaica; Thomas Stewart to the

Eclipse.

Mr. J. R. Gaunt, late surgeon with Sir R. Keats, in the Superb, has been

nppointed by the Lords of the Admiralty to be surgeon to prisoners of war

at Porchester Castle.

Mr. William Parr, late gunner of the Queen, has been removed to the

Prince George, employed as a reservoir for ordnance stores at Portsmouth.

Assistant-surgeons appointed, &c.

H. H. Barker to be hospital mate at Yarmouth Hospital; John Milligan

to be assistant-surgeon of the Seine; Alexanderi. to the Crocodile;

Thomas Prosser to the Curaçoa; Thomas Hunter to the Ardent; James

Low to the Firm gun-brig; James Cochrane to the Owen Glendower;

William Buchanan to the Leda; Joseph Stillon to be an hospital mate at

Forton Hospital; James Cooke to be an hospital mate at Haslar Hospital;

William Dennison to ditto; John Horne to be an hospital-mate at Plymouth

Hospital; John Pawson to the Crocodile; James R. Scott to the Fervent

gun-brig; Samuel Moore to the Illustrious; John Morris to the Implacable,

J. Warkman to the Implacable; James Arnott to the Attack; Thomas

Dunn to the Endymion; Harpur Gamble to the Royal William.

BIRTHS.

On the 29th ultimo, in Hants, the Lady of Captain Malbon, of the royal

navy, of a son.

At Purbrook Park, the Lady of the Right Hon. Admiral Lord Keith, of a

daughter.

MARRIAGES.

Lately, at Charles, near Plymouth, Captain Harwood, of the royal Navy,

to Miss Julia Pellew, youngest daughter of Vice-admiral SirEdward Pellew,

Baronet.

On the 18th of January, at Greenwich, by the Rev. George Matthew,

Francis Edward Gray, Esq. of Brunswick-square, to Maria Emma, youngest

daugher of the late Lieutenant Henry Smith, of the Royal Hospital at

Greenwich.

Lately, at Birkenhead Priory, by the Rev. Mr. Newton, Captain Bash

ford, of the royal navy, to Miss Sophia Lake, daughter of W. C. Lake, Esq.

of Liverpool.
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OBITUARY.

In Haslar Hospital, Mr. William Halfpenny, surgeon of the Pegase pri

son hospital ship.

Lately, at Lymington, Mrs. Whitby, wife of Captain Whitby, late of the

Leander, and second daughter of Commissioner Inglefield, of the navalyard

at Halifax.

At Barbadoes, fourteen days after he took upon himself the duty of sur

geon of the naval hospital at that island, William M’Carthy Cormick, uni

versally regretted on account of the urbanity of his manners, and his

scientific knowledge of his profession. -

On the 12th of January, at Queen's Elms, near Brompton, Captain Josiah

Price, of the Honourable East India Company's service.

On the 17th instant, at Stockton Lodge, near Warrington, Miss Bover,

daughter of the late John Bover, Esq. Captain in the royal navy.

Lately, at Jamaica, Captain Watson, of the royal marines, of his Ma

jesty's ship Polyphemus. He caught a fever in attending the funeral of

a brother officer, of which he died.

At Barnstaple, Mrs. Jarmain, widow of Lieutenant Jarmain, of the royal

marines.

At the Royal Hospital, Plymouth, Lieutenant Goodwin, late of the

Pickle brig. -

Suddenly, Mr. Nagle, of the Europe prison ship.

In the Royal Hospital at Stonehouse, from the effects of an aneurism,

aged 34, John Edmund Isham, Esq. lieutenaut in the royal navy, third son

of Sir Justinian Isham, Bart. of Lamport, Northamptonshire.

On the 6th of January, in consequence of a fall from his horse, Vice

admiral Dacres, late commander-in-chief at Jamaica.

On the 17th of November, at sea, Captain C. W. Boys, of his Majesty's

ship Statira, after ten days' illness; when in his 16th year, he lost a leg in

the memorable 1st of June; and after a constant prosecution of the most

honourable services, he was cut off in the prime of life, leaving a most

afflicted widow and two infant children—his reunains were interred at

Halifax.

In Antigua. in the month of September last, died, of the yellow fever,

Captain Francis Smith, of the royal navy. - - - - -

Mrs. Rose, wife of Lieutenant James Rose, commander of the Crown

prison ship, at Portsmouth. -

Lately, at Stonehouse, Miss Patey, daughter of Lieutenant Patey, of the

royal navy. -

Lately, at the Royal Hospital, Plymouth, aged 10, Mr. Wm. Young, late

midshipman of the Emerald.

Lately, at Jamaica, Mr. P. Hart, purser of his Majesty's ship Helder.—

Also, Lieutenant Fielding, and Mr. Murphy, master of that ship.

- ISRRATUM.

Vol. XXII. page 33, line 13, (in E. M.'s letter) for sent read send.
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MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

of

THE LATE GEORGE DARBY, ESQ.

WICE-ADMIRAL of THE RED squ ADRon, AND REAR-ADMIRAL or

GREAT Bº IT AIN.

*—
-

“Our actions are our heralds, and they fix,

Beyo...! the ºase of tombs aud epitapus,

Renown and infamily.” Tour.N.

DMIRAL DARBY was a disciple of that school, which is

now almost extinct. He was contemporary with Rodney,

Geary, Barrington, Hawke, and others, whose names appear to

so much advantage in our naval annals.

Respecting his earlier services, our information is but slight.

On the 12th of September, 1747, he was appointed captain of the

Warwick; from which, by the month of December following, he

was removed into the Aldborºugh, of 20 guns, on the American

station. In January, 1748, he joined Commodore Knowles, at

Jamaica; but it does not appear that he was present at the subse

quent attack on St. Jago de Cuba,” with that officer.

The peace which soon afterwards cnsued, deprived Captain

Darby, in common with most of the officers of the British navy,

of any early opportunity of distinguising himself; and it is not

until the year 1757, when he commanded the Norwich, of 50

guns, on the West India station, that we find his name again men

tioned.—Having returned to England, he was employed in the

same ship, in the summer of .759, at the bombardment of Havre

de Grace, under Rear-admiral Rodney; + after which, he con

tinued, for some time, with the squadron, on a cruise in the

Channel.

Captain Darby next commanded the Devonshire, of 64 guns, on

the American station, in 1761. At the close of that year, or

* A detailed account of this expedition appears in our memoir of the

late Sir Charles Knowles, Bart. Naval Chaos icle, Vol. I. page 111.

t Wide NAVAL Chaoxicle, Vol. I. page 359. a

ſºat. QIpron, Cioſ, XXIII, N

-
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very early in the ensuing, he joined Rear-admiral Rodney, in the

West Indies, and proceeded with him to the attack upon Marti

nique, the surrender of which was happily effected by the 16th of

February.* Captain Darby was seat home with the naval

despatches, announcing the reduction of Fort Royal and its depen

dencies, for which he had the honour of being presented with a

purse of 500l. for the purchase of a sword.

Another period of peace seems again to have laid Captain Darby

upon the shclf; for it does not appear that he was further

employed, till after his promotion to a flag. He was made Rear

admiral of the white squadron, on the 23d of January, 1778;

and Vice of the blue, on the 19th of March, 1779. Immediately

after the latter promotion, he hoisted his flag in the Britannia, of

100 guns, as second in command of the Channel fleet, under Sir

Charles Hardy. In the month of August following, when the

fleet fell in with the combined force of France and Spain, he com

manded the van division. # Previously to this event, the Vice

admiral had officiated, as president, at the court martial for the

trial of Sir Hugh Palliser, which lasted from the 12th of April till

the 5th of May.

Sir Charles IIardy died in May, 1780; when Sir Francis Geary

succeeded to the chief command of the Channel fleet; f Vice

admiral Barrington became second ; $ and Vice-admiral Darby

third. On the resignation of Sir Francis Geary, in the month of

August following, he was succeeded in the chief command by the

subject of this memoir. -

On the 6th of September, almost immediately after the last

mentioned appointment, he obtained a seat at the Admiralty

Board, as one of his Majesty's Commissioners for executing the

office of Lord High Admiral ; and, on the 26th of the same

month, he was promoted to the rank of Vice-admiral of the white

squadron. At the general election which took place about

the same period, he was returned M. P. for the borough of

Plymouth.

During the remainder of the year 1780, the Channel fleet was

* Wide Naval Chronicle, Vol.I. page 363.

+ 1bid. Vol. XIX. page 104. # Ibid. Vol. XVII. page 186.

§ Ibid. Vol V ofge 190.
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no otherwise employed than in occasional cruises; but, in the

course of the winter, great preparations were made to equip a for

midable expedition for the relief of Gibraltar; and, on the 13th

of March, 1781, Admiral Darby sailed from Spithead, with the

following squadron, escorting a convoy of upwards of 200 sail, on

that service :-

• Ships. Guns. Commanders.

George Darby Esq. Vice-admiral of the

White.

1st Captain, Rear-admiral Kempenfelt.

2d Captain. J. Bradby.

Sir J. L. Ross Rear-admiral of the Red.

Captain J. Bourmaster.

Britannia. . . . . . . . . . . . 100

Royal George........ 100 }

Robert Digby, Esq. Rear-admiral of the

Prince George........ 98 } Red.

Captain James Williams.

Queen ...... ... . . . . . 93 - Hon. F. Maitland. - w

HDuke. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98 Sir Chas. Douglas, Bart.

Formidable . . . . . . . . . . 93 John Cleland.

Natuur............... 90 — Her. Sawyer.

Ocean . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 George Ourry.

tºnion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 — John Dalrymple.

Foudroyant........... 80 J. Jervis.

Alexander . . . . . . . . ... 74 Lord Longford.

Bellona.............. 74 Richard Onslow.

Canada. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 Sir George Collier.

Cumberland . . . . . ... ... 74 Jos. Peyton.

Courageux............ 74 — Lord Mulgrave.

Defence.............. 74 — J. Cranston.

Dublin.......... ..... 74 — W. Dickson.

Edgar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 — John Elliot.

Fortitude . . . . . . . . . . ... 74

Marlborough.... ..... 74

Valiant. . . . . . . . . . . .... 74 S. C. Goodall.

Bienfaisant. . . . . . . . ... 64 J. Braithwaite.

Inflexible............. 64 — R. Cotton.

Lion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 Hon. W. Cornwallis.

Sir Richard Bickerton.

T. Penny.

Magnanime. . . . . . . . . . . 64 — C. Wolsely.

- Nonsuch. . . . . . . . . . . ... 64 Sir J. Wallace.

Tepulse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 Sir Digby Dent.

St. Albans............ 64 C. Inglis.

Medway ............. 60 — H. Harmood.

Minerva . . . . . . . . . . ... 38 — C. Fielding.

Flora. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 W. P. Williams.

Monsieur............. 36 Hon. C. Phipps.

La Prudente.......... 36 Hon. W. Waldegrave.

Ambuscade........... 32 Hon. H. S. Conway.

Emerald.............. 32 Samuc IMarshall.

Crescent............. 28 — Hon. Pakenham.
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Ships. &uns. Commanders.

Vestal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 Hon. G. C. Berkeley.

Kite. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 — H. Trollope.

Furnace fire ship....... 8

Harpy do...... - - - - - - - 8

Fire-brand do. . . . . . . . .. 8

Admiral Darby arrived off Gibraltar on the 12th of April,

without the slightest interruption from the enemy, notwithstand

ing they had a fleet of superior force, ready for sea, in Cadiz har

bour. On the following day, the victuallers and transports pro

ceeded into the Bay, under the protection of a detachment of ships

of war, commanded by Sir John Lockhart Ross,” who shifted his

flag from the Royal George to the Alexander, and superintended

the landing of the stores and provisions, while the body of the

fleet continued to cruise between the Straits’ mouth and Gibraltar,

to prevent any attack from the Spanish fleet, should it venture

out of Cadiz. The whole of this service having been accomplished

in about eight days, Sir John Ross rejoined the fleet, which, on

the 20th of April, set sail for England. Admiral Darby reached

Spithead on the 21st of May, having detached Admiral Digby,

with ten sail of the line and two frigates, on a cruise to the west

ward. The only casualties which had occurred to the fleet, during

its voyage, were, the loss of a mizen-mast in the Nonsuch, and a

few men wounded in some of the frigates, by the random attacks

of the Spanish gun-boats.

On the 20th of July following, Admiral Darby sailed from

Spithead with the Channel fleet, on a cruise to the westward. On

the 29th the combined fleet of France and Spain sailed from

Cadiz. Its force consisted of thirty Spanish ships of the line,

commanded by Don Louis de Cordova, and Don M. de Gaston ;

and nineteen French ships of the line, commanded by the Count

de Guichen, M. de Beausset, and M. de la Motic Piquet. This

fleet, after having conducted a number of transports (on board of

which 10,000 troops, under the command of the Duc de Crillon,

destined for the reduction of the island of Minorca) safe into the

Mediterranean, proceeded to cruise off the mouth of the English

Channel, with the view of intercepting a homeward-bound West

* Wide Naval Chronicle, Vol. VI. page 19.
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India convoy. In this object they partially succeeded; M. de la

Motte Piquet carrying nineteen of our vessels, from St. Eustatia,

into Brest. This fleet continued to cruise at several times in the

Bay, till the 5th of September, when it was separated in a heavy

gale, and obliged to return to port. It is deserving of remark,

that, during this short space of time, the French squadron alone

buried 298 men, and was in such a distressed condition when it

entered Brest, that 1, 120 were under the necessity of being sent

on shore to the hospitals.

At the time that the combined fleet was off Scilly, Admiral

Darby repaired to Torbay, where he made every preparation in

his power for the reception of the enemy, should they have thought

proper to proceed up the Channel to attack. That, however, was

not their intention; for, after enjoying a short and useless parade,

they retired, aud the year was suffered to close, without Apy

further naval event of importance.

Admiral Darby held his station, as commander-in-chief of the

Channel fleet, till the change of ministers took place, in the month

of March, 1782, when he struck his flag, and never went to sea

again. -

A short time prior to this event, he had succeeded Sir George

Rodney in the honorary appointment of Rear-admiral of Great

Britain; that officer having been nominated as the successor of

Lord Hawke (who died on the 17th of October, 1781) in the

post of Vice-admiral. About the same time he was elected one of

the elder brethren of the Trinity House.

The remainder of his life was passed in retirement. On the

24th of September, 1787, he was promoted to be Vice-admiral of

the red squadron; the highest rank which he attained, as he died

on the 26th of November, 1790, before any further naval promo

tion took place.

Hiera LDIC PARTICULARS,

Admiral Darby married, in 1768, the daughter of Sir William St. Quintin,

of Scampston, in the county of York, Bart. by whom he had two sons. He

married, secondly, in 1776, Mrs. Bridges, relict of Thomas Bridges, Esq.

He survived the latter lady only fourteen days; her decease, it is supposed,

having in some degree accelerated his own.
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COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GURGITE WASTO.

preapFUL EFFECTs of ATTEMPTING to EMIGRATE To AMERICA.

THE subjoined important statement is extracted from one of the

Reports of the IIighland Society of Scotland, dated January 12,

1302 :—

“That the evil of emigration is likely to be progressive, if not inter

rupted, may be inferred from the fact, that so great a number of persons

propose to quit their native country during the ensuing summer. The

industry of those who make profit by the conveyance of these deluded

people across the Atlantic, canno; be expected to suffer any abatement;

and their profits are increased by means, which excite in the committee tile

strongest regret, and which expose the emigrants to circumstances of

suffering and distress, during the passage, which are shocking to humanity

The committee had access to learn some particulars of a voyage of this

sort, from direct communication with a person who was a passenger on

board an emigrant ship that sailed for North Carolina in 1773. It was a

vessel of 300 tons burthen. The number of persons on board were about

450, of whom 25 had, at coming on board, no berth nor bed of any sort,

nor could any be afforded them during the passage, except as furnished by

vacancies, owing to death. The water became scarce during the voyage,

which lasted twelve weeks and three days. The thirst of the poor people

was of course stimulated by feeding entirely on salt meat. For the last

fortnight the allowance to cach passenger was only an English pint of water

for 24 hours; and many of the casks having been made of staves used in the

tobacco and indigo trade, the water was often so impregnated with these

nauseous ingredients, that the people sickened and threw it up. The con

sequence was, that they were seized with a dysentery, and 23 of them died

before reaching Carolina, and the rest were landed in the most exhausted

and debilitated state. -

“The committee have also had occasion to sec a printed petition to the

court of session, taking notice of some facts relating to an emigrant ship

that took on board passengers at Skye, for Carolina, in 1791. In that case

it appeared the vessel was of about 270 tons burthen : the number-of

passengers about 400, including women and children; so that their situation

was most uncomfortable and daugerous, there being hardly room for them

to stretch themselves. There were three tiers of beds fore and aft, and

two midship. The berths for a full passenger" were 18 inches broad.

* The term “full passenger” is explained in one of the documents pro

duced. Every person above 16 years of age falls under that description.

º
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Those fore and aft were only about two feet high, including the space

occupied by bedding, so that it was scarcely possible to creep into them.

The others were a little higher, so that the passenger could turn himself on

his side, and rest on his clbow. To add to their calamities, they neither

had sufficiency of victuals, nor proper cooking utensils, there being only two

pots, of 24 pints each; which were quite inadequate to the preparation, in

any reasonable time, of a meal for 400 persons. Had the vessel made out

its voyage, the chief part of the people must have been consumed by disease

and filth; which last was horrible; but after being twelve days at sea, the

ship was dismasted, and put back to Grcenoºk, where many of the

passengers, especially children, died from the effects of the short voyage

they had made. These unfortunate people were completely cured of their

passion for America, and happily found an asylum in the benevolence of

Mr. David Dale, who employed them in his extensive cotton manufactory

in the vicinity of Glasgow. -

“Though the minute particulars of the voyages made last summer, have

not come to the knowledge of the committee, they are enabled to state the

following circumstances, for the information of the society. The whole

burthen of two vessels from Fort William, is ascertained to have been 559

tons, and as already mentioned, the numbers they conveyed, though

appearing by the clearances at Fort William to have been only 565 besides

the crews, are on good grounds believed to have amounted to 700 : they

must therefore have been extremely crowded. The committee have indeed

perused a letter from Collector Campbell, at Fort William, to the secretary

of the society, giving an account of the accommodations on board these

vessels; and the committee mention that gentleman's name with pleasure,

as his humane conduct in the inspection he made, deserves the highest

approbation; but they are bound to mention (what they have from autho

rity on which they have every reason to rely) that the accommodations of

one of the vessels (and perhaps also of the other) underwent a considerable

change after she left Fort William. The Collector mentions two tiers of

berths, with a space between often feet for exercise. This was a moveable

platform; which when the vessel was afterwards fully loaded, was taken

away to give place to a third and lower tier of berths, which the collector

never saw, and to which the port holes he mentions could furnish no cir

culation of air. It is accordingly stated that 53 of the passengers died on

board one of the vessels before reaching America.”

Electral cAL EELS.

M. IIvy: boldt, in his recent travels, affirms that the marshy streams of

Bera and Rastro, in South America, are full of electrical ecle, whose slimy

body, dashed with yellow spots, communicate in every direction, and spon

Those under that age are classed together, and the amount of their ages

divided by 16, gives a rule for estimating their space in the ship, the prº

visions alloºted them, &c.
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taneously, with a violent shock. These gymnoti are five or six feet long, and

when they suitably direct the action of their organs, armed with an appa

ratus of multiplied nerves, they are able to kill the most robust animals.

All fishes shun the approach of this formidable eel. It even surprises men,

who, standing on the steep bank, are fishing with a hook, the wetted line

conveying the fatal commotion. In this instance, the electrical fire is dis

engaged from the very bottom of the waters. w

TIE HOUSE OF COLUMBUS.

A FRENch traveller, who not long ago visited the island of St. Domingo,

and the town of that name, in the Spanish part of the island, speaks

highly of the judgment of Columbus in selecting a situation so happy,

where the heats of the climate are constantly moderated by breezes: he also

drew the plan of the town, the streets of which cross each other at right

angles, and are of considerable breadth. The house which that distinguished

navigator and discoverer built for his own residence is still standing, but in

a dilapidated condition; no respect is paid to it; no inscription marks it ;

no attention is bestowed on repairing it! Such is the gratitude of this

island to the memory of Columbus, “who to Castile and Leon gave a new

world.”

FALL OF METEORIC ston ES AT SEA.

The following authenticated statement appears in a recent number of

The Rhode Island American Newspaper:-

“Messrs. DUN HAM AND HAwa INS,

“On the 17th of June last (1809) I took my departure from Block

Island, bound to St. Bart's. We were steering E.S.E. and a southerly wind

was blowing very brisk; the sky was cloudy and squally, accompanied with

rain, sharp lightning, loud thunder, and rough sea. At three days' sail from

Block Island, in lat. 30 deg. 50 min. N. long. 70 deg. 25 min. W. at eleven

o'clock at night, a sharp and uncommon noise was heard astern of the

vessel, resembling somewhat the report of a pistol, at two distinct and

different times. A few minutes after this noise, the clouds separated over

head, in the shape of a fog rainbow, and at that moment a stone fell on our

deck, and at the same time a large quantity fell in the water under our lee,

at the distance I should judge of about twelve feet. In about five or six

seconds afterwards, the fog rainbow descended to the horizon. I suppose,

from the quantity that fell in the water, that had they fallen on board, we .

should have suffered material injury. The stone that fell upon the deck I

have preserved; it weighs above six ounces, is of the colour of iron, and

appears to be impregnated with copper. Whether this stone was drawn up

by a water-spout, which broke a little astern of us, I leave for others to

judge. The weather still continued very thick and cloudy, attended with

rain, sharp lightning, heavy thunder, and a rough sea. The stone may be

seen and examined by any person who wishes to gratify his curiosity, by

calling at the residence of the subscriber, in Westminster-street.

“ BRNNETT P. GATEwood.”
º
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The Connecticut meteor, that terminated in a stone, has excited much

discussion amongst the learned philosophers, both in our country and in

Europe. -

We embrace the earliest opportunity to communicate any facts to the

public which may throw light on this interesting question. Instances of

phoenomena of this kind, both ancient and modern times have been wit

Hesses of, and the cause still remains unexplained. We have examined the

stone, and it appears to be composed of iron, with spots of a substance re

sembling verdegris interspersed, which leads to the supposition that it is

impregnated with copper. - -

captured INDIAMEN.

Particulars of the Proceedings on board the Europe, during the Action

between the Hon. Company's Ship Srreath AM, Commodore Dale; the

Europe, Captain Gelstos E.; and the Hon. Company's Ertra Ship, Lond

Keith, Captain Campbell, ; and the French Frigate La Carol INE, of

48 guns, and 350 Men, commanded by M. FE3 ET1 ER, on the Mºrning of

May 31, ſat. and long, the preceding Day, 10 deg. 24 min. N. and 90 deg.

48 min. East Long, per Chronometer.

At 5h. 30m. A.M. observed a strange sail to windward, piped the ham

mocks up, cleared the ship for action, and beat to quarters, though from

her first appearance we supposed her to be his Majesty's slip Victor, our

late convoy, with which we parted only six days before. At 7 A. M. when

within musquet shot, she hoisted "the French ensign, and commenced a

brisk fire of round, bar, and grape, which we immediately returned, and

after a smart cannonade of thirty minutes, she wore round our bows, giv

ing us her raking fire in passing, and running down to leeward of the Streat

ham, commenced the action with her. At this period we had two men

killed, Thomas Roberts (armourer), and John Harmony (fore-topman),

and one Lascar wounded. Our fore-topsail yard carried away in the slings,

two sliot through the foremast, four of the starboard, and two of the lar

board, four shrouds cut through, all the topmast back-stays, braces, and

bowlins, shot away, and the sails completely riddled, several shot in the

hull, three of which were between wind and water. From 7 h. 30.m. A. M.

until about eight, the Streatham was opposed to a smart fire from the fri

gate, when we observed ber colours were hauled down. During this time

every exertion was made on our part to join the contest, but from the crip

pled state of our rigging, &c. every attempt was fruitless, braces and bow

lins being all shot away. The frigate now bore up, thwarted the Lord

Keith's hawse, giving her a raking tire; wore round, kept firing at her in

passig, hauled her wind under herstern, and gave her the rake astern, the

Keithºeturning her fire as she passed, during this time we kept up a fire

whenever a shot would tell.—The frigate now hove to on our larooard quar

ter, and recominenced the action, which was continued for about ten mi

nutes, when she filled and stood to the N.W. At this time we had receiv

ed several shots in the hull, on the laiboard side. We then passed ſo

fºgo. Ibram. Jigſ. XXIII. o f
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leeward of the Streatham, nine A.M. and hailed her to know if she had

struck, which was answered in the affirmative. The Keith now made all

sail, and stood away to the south and eastward. At a quarter past nine

A.M. the frigate tacked and stood for the Streatham, to take possession of

her. We had not at this time the least management of the ship, and the

carpenter had reported there was five fect water in the hold. Captain

, Gelstone called in consequence a consultation of officers and passengers,

before whom a statement of our damages was laid, and the different opi

nions asked of what would be most ad, isable to be done, when it was the

unanimous opinion that, from the Streathan having struck,the Keith having

left us, and the disabled and unmanageable state of our own ship, it would

but be sacrificing the crew to make further resistance; and having endea

vourcq by every means in our power to protect the property of the Company,

and support the honour of the British flag, we were reduced to the unpleasant

necessity of lowering our colours to the French frigate La Caroline,Capitaine

Feretier, of 48 guns, and 350 men; and at ten A.M. we were taken pos

session of by M. Bazin, 2d Lieutenant, when Captain Gelstone and Officers

were sent on board the frigate to surrender their arms, where every polite

attention was shewn them.

Particulars on board the Europe, after the Captain and Officers had

quitted her.

The leak in the evening increased to 9% feet, and on the following morn

ing, finding the water gain upon the pumps, made signal to the frigate,

which came within hail; reported the situation of the ship, and received

orders to remove the passengers on board the Streatham, to throw the guns

overboard, and that boats would be kept in readiness to take out the peo

ple, should it be necessary to abandon the ship, in which case to skuttle her;

applied for more hands, which was refused, as the boats of the frigates

were not considered sufficient to relieve more than those already on board

the Europe, and her own people.—The passengers were accordingly re

moved on board the Streatham, where they remained till the following day,

and were treated with every possible attention and civility by M. Rabaudi,

the Officer in charge, as well as by the passengers of that ship.

On the following day the leak on board the Europe, which was discover

cd to arise from the shot-hole of a thirty-six pounder in the counter, six

feet under water, having been reported stopped, and the water got under,

the passengers were ordered on board again, and the Europe made sail for

the Isle of France, in company with the frigate and the Streatham. It is

but common justice to Monsieur Bazin, before-mentioned, as well as to

Messrs. Des Planches, the Officer who remained in charge, and to his so

cond, Monsieur Duval, to say, that every possible attention was paid to the

passengers, who were left in the undisturbed possession of the cabiº, with

a particular request that they would consider themselves therein as if no

thing had happened, and wherever requests were made, they were granted

with a readiness evincing a real wish to oblige. The only property lost

was plundered by the lascars belonging to the ships. The men sent on

board from the frigate, behaved with great civility.



som MERCIAL HINTs, REcoLLECTIONs, &c. 99

The Ladies were, by this treatment, soon relieved from their fears,

which must have been considerable, both from the unexpected commence

ment of the firing, before they had time to retire to the gun room, and

from a shot having passed through it while they were there, and the splint

ters which in consequence flew on all sides.

In stating what is due to our enemies,we must not forget to pay a just tri

bute to the conduct of our friends also ; and it is but truth to say, that every

exertion was made on the part of Captain Gelstone, his Officers, and ship's

company, the whole of whom evinced the utmost readiness to recommence

the action; if that measure could in the general opinion, have been attend

ed with such a prospect of ultimate success or escape, as to have justified

the sacrifice of lives which must inevitably have ensued from a prolonged

contest with a force so far superior to the Europe.

FRENCH ACCOUNT OF THE ACTION.

Port Napoleon.*

Ertract from the Letter addressed from the Isle Buonapartet to his Ercel

lency Captain General Decaen, by Lieut. Feretier, Commandant of

his Majesty's frigate La Caroline.

My General—I have the honour of informing you, that on the 22d of

July, I entered the bay of St. Paul, with his Majesty's frigate La Caroline,

and two ships in company, which I captured in the Bay of Bengal, namely,

the Streathan and the Europe. These two vessels are very richly laden;

their cargoes consist chiefly of 1098 boxes of indigo, 1514 bales of dry

goods, 1843 bales of silks, 11,000 bags of saltpetre, and 25 bales of hand

kerchiefs.

Ertract from a Journal of Lieut. Peretier, commanding his Majesty's

frigate La Caroline:– -

On the 21st of May (previous to this date, M. Feretier had despatched

two prizes) being in 9. 15. north lat. and 37. 20. east long. at day-light, a

strange sail was announced by the watch. Three ships,with three masts each,

were immediately descried to windward, steering N.N.E. distant about

three leagues to starboard,under a press of sail,which I suffered to approach

in succession, with a view to ascertain who they were. About five o'clock

in the morning I prepared for action, and manueuvred so as to come up to

* Port Napoleon, formerly Port North West, is the principal place and

harbour of the Isle of France, and the seat of the government of the Vice

roy. General Decaen fills that office at present.

# Isle Bonaparte. The Isle of Bourbon has recently received this deno

mination, as a compliment to the new dynasty, and in order to destroy the

memorial of the old. The diſhculty of getting into and out of Port North

West, the principal harbour of the Isle of France, causes the road of St.

Paul, in the Isle of Bonaparte or Bourbon, to be generally preferred by the

french cruizers for the superior facility of depositing their plunder, and start

ing on fresh enterprises, -
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them with all sails set. While we were coming up, the three ships did

not in the least alter their course, and made private signals. Observing

that we did not answer them, they interchanged signals among themselves.

I then concluded that they belonged to the Company, having one tier of

guns with cannonades on the forecastle and quarter-deck(ſcs gaillards).-I

immediately ordered every man to his station, and inspected them minutely.

The spirit of alacrity manifested by every individual on board, gave me

the surest pledge of succeeding in the disproportionate attack I had deter

mined to make. -

At six o'clock, being within musquet-shot of the sternmost ship, we

hoisted the French flag, which was saluted by all my officers and men with

the three chcers of Vive l'Empereur ! and the action instantly commenced.

Our fire was so well supported, that this ship, after maintaining her posi

tion above twenty minutes alongside of us, wore in order to get out of the

range of our guns, and to repair her damage. Her fire was at first very

brisk, but it slackened towards the conclusion. This ship being much crip

pled and ungovernable, and, observing the impossibility of her escaping in

that situation, I proceeded to attack the ship immediately a-head of her,

which carried the Commodore's pendant. I directed the guns on the star

board side to be loaded, with express orders not to fire till we should be

within pistol-shot.

At ten minutes before scven, we began the attack, and kept up

an incessant fire for one hour, during which the two other vessels

came up, and discharged several broadsides at our steru larboard

quarter.

At half past seven, I had the misfortune to lose my master (officiere de

manaeuvre), M. Vandercruce, who was a most excellent officer; his head

was shot off by a cannon ball, as he stood by me on the quarter-deck. The

same shot carried off half of my hat,and wounded me slightly in the cheek. I

then ordered M. Rabaudi, the second officer in command on the forecastle,

to replace M. Vandercruce. *

At eight o'clock, our fire having been kept up without intermission, the

Commodore's ship struck her colours. I instantly ordered the larboard

tack to be made, and opposed my broadside to the two other ships who

were now engaged with me. I directed my fire particularly against the

headmost ship, and my two first broadsides were so well directed, that she

shamefully took to flight. The second ship,being on the opposite,discharged

two broadsides at us, and ran before the wind. We made the same tack

with her, passing at a short distance from the ship that had struck, I deter

mined to take possession of her, and for that purpose sent Mons. Ra

baudi on board, with orders to take the command of her. On his taking

possession, he immediately sent the English Captain and his officers to

me, and hoisting the boat on board, I directed my course to the crippled

ship, which was to leeward of us, making all possible sail, and still keep

ing up her colours.

That ship, seeing that we were bearing down on her, and gained censi

derably, hauled her wind, and struck her colours. I sent M. Deplanches,
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Sub-Lieutenant (enseigne de vaisseau) on board to take the command of

her. The report which he made of the bad state in which her hull was,

having received three shot under water, which caused her already to make

twelve feet of water, and the damages sustained in her masts and rigging

by the vessel which had just struck, obliged me, to my great regret, to

suffer the third to escape, she being at this time three leagues to windward

of us.

I now thought only of shifting the prisoners and their effects. The num

ber of the prisoners amounted to 200 Europeans, who were found divided

among the two vessels. The pumps of the Europe could not be kept free

by the small number of people that remained on board her. I sent Mons.

Bazin,one of the first Lieutenants, with a strong party ofmy crew,to give all

the assistance that might be necessary. The zeal with which M. Bazin and

the officer commanding,applied thenselves to repair the damages of the ship,

soon put her in a condition to make her way to these islands. I likewise

sent a strong party on board the Streatham, to repair the damages sustain

ed by her. I employed two days in putting both the prizes in a condition to

make sail, and upon cousideration I resolved to convoy them. We there

fore steered altogether for the Isles of France and Bonaparte (Bourbon.)

The Streatham being put in a condition to mount her guns, which consisted

of thirty-six eighteen-pounders, I put French seamen on board her, in or

der that M. Rabaudi, who had the command, might be able to second me

in the event of falling in with the enemy.

The Europe had originally the same munber of guns, but having been

obliged to throw a great number of them overboard to lighten her, I con

tented myself with sending on board that ship merely the number of men

necessary to navigate her, and to ensure her safety.

It is with great pleasure, my General, that I report to you the bravery

displayed in this business by M. Leroux, my chief Lieutenant, who has

shewn himself a gallant officer; M. Bazin, who commanded the guns on the

main deck; Messrs. Rabaudi, Desplanches, Truchard, Robin, officers of

detachment; the Gentlemen Midshipmen, Masters, and in a word, all on

board the frigate I have the honour to command.

MALTESE IIosTILITY.”

“With a letter (from Sultan Morad IV.) and several presents, Sir

Thomas Rowe embarqued ou the Sampson frigat (1638) in order to sail for

England, but coming before Malta and being there becalmed, four gallies

came out of the haven and set upon the English vessel, but after seven

hours hot dispute, were forced to retire, with the loss of thirty-six knights

of the order, and 264 common souldiers and rowers; when in the Sampson,

only one Jew, a passenger, was killed, and about six men wounded, yet the

ship was grievously rent with culverin shot, and had been lost had the sea

been outragious.”

T

* From Iſistory of the Turks, I. S. Lond. 1683.
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old ENGLISH valour.*

“About this time (1629) a fight for the space of four hours was maiu

tained by two English merchantmen, against 30 of the Turks gallies, till at

last the English, finding themselves too weak for such odds, fired their

vessels, and cast themselves over board, where many of them perished, and

those that were taken up put to the oares; in this fight a thousand Turks

were slain, and amongst them several Beys and men of note; of this

apparent injury done by the Turks, his Majesty of Great Britain by his

letter complained to the Grand Signeour, requiring that those that were

taken captives might be restored to their liberty, that so a right understand

ing might continue, but the Turks alledging that the voyage of the two

ships were unlawful, by reason they traded in the Levant for corn, the

Ambassador [Sir Peter Wyche] could little prevail, and had much ado to

save the lives of the captives. Yet in the end, to hinder the dissolution of

the Turkish trade, and to please the Grand Signeour, a decree passed in the

Star-chamber prohibiting the corn trade in the Levant, upon which several

of the captives were set at liberty.”
-

PIRATICAL WAR FARC.

“The Turkish pyrates of Argiers having broke the peace sometime since

made with his Majesty of Great Britain, and taken several English vessels,

viz. Anne of London, John of Exeter, Thamar of Colchester, Posthorse of

London, Rosemary of Yarmouth, William of London, Amity of Plymouth,

Fortune of London, Unity of Barnstaple, and the Mary-land merchant,

(which last fought two Algerine men of war almost one whole day, but at

last taking fire, she, together with most of her men, perished) to curb their

insolency, the Vice-admiral Herbert, with the squadron of H.M.'s frigats

under Jis command, was appointed to cruze in those straights, who with

such success happened on those roving thieves, that within the space of

two years, he took and destroyed 40 of their ships, recovering a great num

ber of Christian captives, and brought those pyrates so low, that not only

they, but those of Tripole and Sally, were obliged to truckle, and receive

such terms of peace as the victor would allow. Amongst the many ingage

ments that happened, this is remarkable : on 8 April, 1981, Captain

Booth, in the Adventure frigat, cruzing to the leeward, got sight of a great

Turks man of war, with a prize, which she towed at her stern, the which,

upon a more full discovery, proved to be the Golden Horse, of Argiers,

mounted with upwards of 40 guns, and 508 men, commanded by one

Morat-Italisa,t a Dutch renegado, with which, about ten in the morning,

near Cape de Gal, he began a sharp fight, which continued till about 3 in

the afternoon, when the Algerine having her main-mast shot by the board,
and her captain's thigh broken by a musket bullet, the Turks were about to

* This extract affords historical proof of the anecdote of British Bravery,

inserted page 35 of this Chronicle.

+ Raiza or Róis means generally chief, but specifically captain.

…”
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yield, but seeing a fresh ship with Turkish colours (which afterwards

proved to be H.M.'s frigat None-such, Captain Wheeler, commander)

they took new courage, and continued the fight with extraordinary resolu

tion till night, at what time the Algerine had 120 of her men wounded, and

near as many killed, all her masts shot by the board, and 5 or 6 foot deep

of water in the hold, Captain Booth having likewise all his rigging cut in

pieces, and every thing out of order, and apprehensive of ingaging in that

condition with the said fresh ship, which he supposed to be an enemy, com

manded the Calabash fire-ship, then attending him, lest the prize should

escape, to burn which of them she could most conveniently grapple, which

had been put in execution, had not the fire-ships boat becn in the night time

accidentally staved; next morning by break of day Captain Wheeler came

up, and being within half culvering shot, put out the English colours, and

bearing directly upon the Algerine, seized her without firing a gun. By this

action 37 English captives were redeemed, and of Dutch and Spaniards

| 13.

ALterATIONS IN The typi) of The ThaM.E.S.

WITHIN a few years, the bed of the River Thames has altered so mate

rially at Woolwich, that where a line-of-battle ship formerly floated, with

many of her stores on board, a frigate with nothing in her will now ground;

and, notwithstanding 120,000 tons of mud and soil have been taken out of

that part of the river within the last ten months, no relief has been afforded

to the ships at their moorings. This is a most important subject, seriously

demanding the attention of the Admiralty: we know there is an old book in

existence, which, in treating of the River Thames, clearly proves, that the

care of its navigation belongs exclusively to the King, and that the power

which has long been vested in the Lord Mayor, does not by strict right

belong to him. This curious fact is, we believe, in the possession of that

experienced navigator, Mr. Whidbey, the master attendant at Woolwich,

and it is to be hoped he will bring it before the public. *

CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. EDITor, - Whitehaven, 27th October, 1809.

EFLECTING, some time since, upon the delay, and consequent

expense, incurred by vessels in sailing up or down rivers—perhaps

amongst dangerous shoals—which can only be navigated in the day time, it

appeared to me a matter of importance to the mercantile world, to discover

a method by which their navigation might be accomplished in the night.

This, I presume, may be effected by the use of different coloured lamps,

placed according to a plan which I will endeavour to describe.

Suppose a ship, homeward bound, arrives in the mouth of a river, and

that the pilot is desired to conduct her, through a crooked channel, to an

anchoring place (which I will call H.) bearing due north from the ship, re

flecting lamps having becn previously lighted up in their proper stations. In
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consequence of the crookedness of the channel, the ship cannot proceed

direct north, but must first steer to the larboard, or in a north-west direc

tion, towards a given point at B. ; then to the starboard, in a north-east

direction, towards a given point, at D.; and then again to the larboard,

towards the point F. Two lights, suppose of a yellowish hue, placed at B.

should first be kept in a line, so as to appear only as one light, till the pilot

perceives a blue light on the larboard side, at C. He must then change his

course, and steer to the starboard, making towards D. where he will per

ceive two lights, of a reddish hue, which he must also keep in a line, as one

light, till he discovers another blue light, on the starboard side, at E. In

this position, turning again to the larboard, he will see two lamps, (of pink,

brown, or any other distinguishable colour) in a line, at F. which he must

keep in one, as before, till another blue light appears, to the larboard, at

G. The ship will then have arrived at the anchorage, H.

The lamps I would propose should be displayed upon posts, and so con

trived, as to be hoisted, or lowered down, at pleasure, for the convenience

of illuminating, &c. and placed at least half a mile apart from each other.

Being tinged with different colours, these lamps will be sufficiently

distinguishable from any other lights that may appear in their neighbour

hood. They should also, I think, be provided with a blinder, on each side,

to conceal them from view, in every other direction but that in which they

may be useful, as intended. -

I would not recommend them to have a deep tinge, as that, I sup

pose, would require a very brilliant flame to render them conspicuous at a

distance; but they should have a colour sufficiently apparent to make them

easily known. The nearest reflector ought always to be rather lower than

the one more remote. -

Boards, painted of different colours, may, if thought necessary, be fixed

to the posts which sustain the lamps, to serve as guides to the pilot in the

day time. -

In case the sands should shift, and alter the channel, these posts may be

removed, with very little trouble or expense.

To render sailing up the river as safe as possible, in a dark night, I think

it would be proper to have two boats, preceding the ship, one on each bow,

to take soundings, and communicate the depth of water to the pilot, by

means of lanthorns, or otherwise; keeping one or two land leads going on

board the ship.

It is scarcely necessary to add, that, when outward bound, the directing

..lights should be kept in a line a stern, to conduct the ship down the river

in safety; taking the same precaution of having two boats sounding a-head.

If you think that the above ideas are deserving a place in your instructive

Naval. CHRox McLE, you are at liberty to insert them.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient humble servant,

/ºzºa,e





.

-—
/ondozzº, 27 Frºzówo ºr.../ Goºd wos ſhor Zºne



correspondences - 105

Letter from the President of the Society of Merchants to Vice-admiral

Holloway, Governor of Newfoundland, on his leaving the Island.
*-sº - - --

SIR, St. John's, 21st October, 1809.

Tº Society of Merchants have directed me to make known to your

Excellency, the very grateful sense they entertain of the facilities

afforded them upon all occasions in the prosecution of this very important

branch of commerce, during the term of your Excelleucy's government of

this Island.

The polite and ready attention, Sir, which you have invariably shewn to

the representations they have conceived it to be their duty sometimes to

make, has forcibly impressed them with sentiments of veneration and esteem

for your person and character; aud they cannot out feel real concern, that

the period should be arrived, when the coutinuance of an authority, which

has been exercised with moderation, with dignity, and with a religious

regard to the general interests, will, in the customary course of the govern

ment, cease; nevertheless, they will still cherish a hope that the essential

services rendered the trade and fisheries by your Excellency, may induce

your return to this government. - -

Could their approbation, Sir, reflect any additional lustre on a character

not less distinguished for private worth, than for public virtue, your

Excellency has a just claim to that approbation ; too proud to profess senti

ments they do not feel, and too just (they trust) to acknowledge merit

where it does not exist, it is a duty which they owe to their public situation,

to declare, without disguise, their sentiments on this occasion.

Your Excellency will go from the government of Newfoundland accom

panied by the regret and esteem of all good men, and whatever in these mo

mentous times may be your future destination, whether employed in the

service of your country, or seeking repose in the bosom of retirement, they

most sincerely wish you every happiness.

I entreat your Excellency to believe, that I feel a sincere pleasure in ,

having been chosen as the medium of this communication, and with

assurances of the most profound respect and esteem, I beg leave to sub

scribe myself, Sir,

Your Excellency's most obedient,

And very humble servant,

(Signed) J. MACBRAIRE,

President of the Society of Merchants.

His Ercellency the Governor, &c. -

Admiral Holloway's Answer to the Society of Merchants' Address.

Fort Townshend, St. john's "Newfoundland,

siR, 22d October, 1809.

I AM honoured with your letter of the 21st instant, in behalf of the

Society of Merchants at St. John's. The sentinents it contains, coming."

from so respectable a body, and so fully expressive of their approbation of

my conduct, will ever afford me the most pleasing reflection.

ſºap. QIpron. (Hol. XXIII. P
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In the discharge of my duty, I can, with great truth, aver, I held no other

object in view, than that of the general welfare of the Fishery, and the

instructions of my Royal Master. I beg you to assure the Society, that the

several papers committed to my care shall be faithfully laid before his

Majesty's ministers, with my earnest recommendation for their serious

consideration.

It is much to be lamented, that the chief justice and merchants do not

act together with more cordiality: I trust, however, that the public business

will not be neglected, or the authority, or respect to the court, so highly

necessary to be supported in the government of this island, be in any way

lessened. With every sincere wish for the prosperity of this island, the

welfare of the Society of Merchants, and Community at large, I beg you to

believe me to be,

Your faithful and obedient servant,

(Signed) “ J. HOLLOWAY.

James Macbraire, Esq. President

of the Society of Merchants,

St. John's.

***

MR. EDITort,

No. having seen in any publication a list of those naval officers on

whom his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal bestowed

the Order of the Tower and Sword, (revived by his Royal Highness to

celebrate his departure from Lisbon on the 29th of November, 1807) I

am induced to send you their names, and also the names of the ships to

which they belonged at the time of receiving the honour, in order that you

may, if you should think proper, insert them in your valuable and inter

esting publication. I remain, your's, &c.

B. Y.

Commander, Grand Cross of the Order, Rear-admiral Sir Sidney Smith.

Commanders of the Order, Captain R. Lee. ----- H. M. S. Monarch.

T. Western -------- London.

James Walker ...... Bedford.

—C. M. Schomberg.... Foudroyant.

Knights of the Order, Lieutenant J. Gore ------..... Marlborough

G. H. Tremlett...... Monarch

J. Simpson.---- - - - - London.

-J. Scott ----------- Bedford.

Midshipmen T. Western ........ London.

- T. Curzon --------- President.

This Order has, by some people, been improperly called the Order of

Fidelity, a mistake which possibly has arisen from the motto being “Valore

Jealdade” (Valor and Fidelity).
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MR. EDITor,

A° you some time ago furnished your readers with a memoir of the

professional services of Vice-admiral Sir Edward Pellew, Bart.” I

take the liberty of transmitting you the enclosed Resolutions, as forming an

interesting addition to the information therein contained.

I am, your's, &c.

A. B. C.

At a numerous meeting of the merchants, ship-owners, and underwriters

of Bombay, holden pursuant to advertisements, on Monday the 19th day of

December, 1808, for the purpose of taking into consideration the expedi

ency of expressing to his Excellency Vice-admiral Sir Edward Pellew, on

his approaching departure to Europe, their acknowledgments for the pro

tection afforded by his Majesty's navy to the trade of this port:—

CHARLEs Forbes, Esq. in the Chair.

The proceedings of the meeting were opened by a reference to various

documents on the table, comprehending Sir Edward Pellew's correspon

dence with Mr. C. Forbes; his communications to the merchants of this

settlement relative to convoys; an account of the convoys given, and of

ships protected, since the year 1805; the rates of premium during that

period, contrasted with those of former times; and a statement of the

out-turn of public and private insurances, since February 1806: when a

series of resolutions grounded thereon was submitted to the meeting, and,

the substance of which having been discussed and approved of, they were

referred to the consideration of a committee, composed of the chairman,

and Messrs. Money, Elphinston, Warden, Inglis, and Briscoe, who, having

retired for that purpose, upon their return presented the following resolu

tions, which were duly put, and carried unanimously : —

“1. Resolved, that it appears to this meeting of Merchants, Ship-owners,

and Underwriters of Bombay, to be an indispensable act of justice, more

especialiy under existing circumstances, publicly to declare, on the approach

ing departure of his Excellency Vice-admiral Sir Edward Pellew, for

Europe, the extent of the protection which the commerce of Bombay has

received since the assumption, by his Excellency, of the command in chief

of his Majesty's ships in the Indian Seas.

“ 2. Resolved, That it appears, from a document framed in the

Insurance Office of Bombay, that the rate of premium from Bombay to

China, and from China to Bombay, from the year 1798 to 1805, fluctuated

between 12, 10, 9, and 8 per cent. whilst during the period of Sir Edward

Pellew's command, from 1805 to 1808, inclusive, it has stood at eight per

cent. with a return of three per cent. if sailing with convoy, and at five per

cent. warranted with convoy; the rate of insurance has, therefore, been

fifty per cent. lower on the commerce of the port of Bombay during Sir

Edward Pellew's command than at any former period.

F

* Wide Naval Chaonicli, Vol. XVIII, page 441, et seg.



108 €ORRESPONDENCE,

“3. Resolved, That since the arrival of Sir Edward Pellew (a period of

only three years) 110 ships have exported and imported to and from China, .

under couvoy during the whole voyage; whilst oily twenty-eight have run

the passage unprotected, in consequence of the sailing out of the seasons

fixed for the regular convoys; at the same time that those which have

departed unprotected on the eye of appointed convoys, or have separated in

the course of the voyage, have not failed to attract the notice and remon

strance of his Excellency.

“4. Resolved, that the operation of the system of convoys has afforded

complete security to the trading capital of Bombay, of which the amount

insured at this settlement, from the 1st of May, 1805, to the 31st of

October, 1808, has been five crores and thirty-seven lacks of rupees

(537,00,000 Rs.) or, six million seven hundred thousand pounds stelling

(6,700,000l.) that the premium paid by the trade, on that sum, amounts to

thirty-five lacks sixty-one thousand rupees (35,61,000 rupees), or, pounds

sterling, four hundred and forty-five thousand; that the losses, by captures,

amount to rupees, four lacks and ninety-three thousand; or, sixty-one

thousand pounds sterling, (61,0001) that the losses by sea risks, extend to

five lacks, fifty-two thousand rupees, (5,52,000 Rs.) or, sixty-nine thousand

pounds sterling, (69,000l.) and that the profits to the Underwriters amount

to the sum of twenty-five lacks fifteen thousand rupees (25,15,000 Rs.)

or, three hundred and fourteen thousand pounds sterling, (314,000l.) the

losses by captures being under one per cent, on the principal insured, and

exceeded by those arising from sea risks; whilst the former have occurred

beyond the influence, or have been the consequence of a departure from

that regular system of convoy, by which the commerce of the Western

Division of the Peninsula of India has been so extensively benefited.

- “5. Resolved, That the advantage resulting from protection by con

voys, which the trade of this port has thus experienced, has originated in

that system which was established, and has prevailed, since the succession

to the command of his Majesty's ships in India by Sir Edward Pellew; a

system proposed at his express invitation, in the letter addressed to his

Excellency by the three leading firins, in behalf of the merchants of Bom

bay, on the 12th of February, 1806, and adopted in the reply of his Excel

lency's secretary of the following day.

“ 6. Resolved, That at a time when the enemy has sacrificed his

maritime reputation, and every feeling of naval ambition, to a degrading

system of privateering, in the prosecuting of which, national ships of

superior force and construction are employed for the purpose of committing

depredations on our trade; it is indispensable to the successful prosecutions

of our commercial interests; essential tº our national credit, and justly due

to the characters of those to whom the protection of these valuable and

important trusts is committed, that a steady adherence to that system

should be observed; of the solid advantages of which, the experience of

three years has afforded so decided a proof.

“7. Resolved, That independently of the ample protection afforded to

the commerce of this port, his Excellency Sir Edward Pellew has manifestet

a degree of personal anxiety for the security of its trade, characteristie ºf
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that zeal and vigilance which have everdistinguished his professional career;

that the interference of his Excellency led to the advertisements issued at

his suggeston, by the Insurance Society of Bombay, in the year 1806, pro

motive of encouragemeinent to sail and continue under convoy; and, conse

quently, to the salutary provisions contained in the proclamations published

by the governments of Bengal and Bombay, in the year 1807, restrictive of

the practice of ships separating from convoy; and, moreover, that his

Excellency's solicitude in this respect has succeeded in establishing a degree

of control over the shipping in this port, hitherto unknown in the Indian

Seas.

“8. Resolved, That these important facts, as established by the most

minute investigation, do eminently entitle his Excellency, Sir Edward

Pellew, to a more formal declaration of those grateful acknowledgments,

which he has already received, from a great and decided majority of the

Merchants, Ship Owners, and Underwriters of Bombay.

“9. Resolved, That these Resolutions be communicated to his

Excellency, Sir Edward Pellew, with a suitable address, and published in

1he Bombay Courier.

“The thanks of the meeting were then unanimously voted to the chair

man for his conduct in the chair.

“ CHARLES FORBES, Chairman.”

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

SEA SERPENT.

N the Twenty-first Volume of the NAVAL CHRON1cle, page 127,

appears an interesting paper respecting the enormous sea serpent,

as it was generally termed, which was cast ashore on one of the Orkney

Islands, in the autumn of 1808. The fragments of this extraordinary

marine animal were at that time expected to be deposited in the Edinburgh

University Museum; but we have since learned, that the skeleton of the

head was sent to London, where Mr. Everard Home wrote a treatise on it,

which he afterwards read before the Royal Society. We have not scen

Mr. Home's treatise; but a very intelligent writer, in a late number of the

Edinburgh Weekly Chronicle, after noticing the circumstances which we

have mentioned, subjoins the following judicious remarks, which, we think,

will also prove acceptable to our readers —

“The fragments of this curious animal, instead of being collected in one

place, and examined and compared together, have thus, it seems, been

dispersed; and, I can easily conceive that, from the examination o.

detached parts, erroneous conclusions must inevitably have been drawn.

The naturalists here, judging from the specimens in their hands, and from

drawings furnished to them, were, I understand, of opinion, that the sea
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snake must form a new genus, to stand perhaps next to the squalus or

shark. Those in London, having, as already observed, by some unac

countable means, become possessed of the skeleton of the head, appear to

have found in it the principal generic characters of the squalus, and to have

considered the institution of a new genus to be unnecessary. It had been

well, however, if they had paused here; for it seems to me impossible to

believe, that it should not at least be a new and non-descript species of

shark. Mr. Home, however, if my information be correct, has declared,

that the great sea snake of Orkney can be nothing else than the squalus

marimus of Linnaeus, the basking shark of Pennant, or the sail fish of this

country.

“Now I must in the first place remark, that the largest basking sharks

I ever heard of were from 28 to 38 feet long, from the tip of the snout to

the extremity of the longest fork of the tail. This Orkney animal, however,

was no less than 55 feet long, exclusive of the tail. This discrepancy of

size alone would stagger some. -

“In the next place, basking sharks are by no means uncommon in the

Orcadian friths, especially in the summer season, and their appearance is

familiar to most of the inhabitants. Yet none of the persons who saw the

sea snake ever gave a hint of its resembling the sail fish. The sketches,

too, made or corrected by those who saw the animal in its complete state,

make not the least approach to the figure of a basking shark.

“But, to descend, in one instance, to particulars-the mane, as it has

been popularly styled, forms doubtless one of the most prominent marks

of discrimination in the sea snake. How, then, does Mr. Home dispose of

the mane If I be not misinformed, he laughs at it, and alleges that it seems

probable that some lacerated fragments of the dorsal fins may have given rise

to such a report ' Mr. Home has here committed himself in an extraordinary

manner, by drawing conclusions entirely beyond the evidence in his hands.

Had those who sent him the skeleton of the head, favoured him also with

some of the cirrhi, or filaments composing the mane, they would have saved

him from placing himself in such a predicament. The fact is, these

filaments (of which I have seen and cyamined above fifty specimens) are

not only of a peculiar shining substance, altogether different from the car

tilage of a shark's fins, but are of a regular cylindrical shape, exceedingly

tough, and greatly resemble the sort of fishing line called Indian sea grass.

They seem quite imperishable, and not in the least inclined to putrescency:

while the cartilage of a shark's fin is very ready to run into putrefaction,

I shall only add, that the whole of the persons who saw the body as it lay on

the strand, concur in affirming that these filamentous appendages extended

in a series along the whole stretch of the back, whereas the basking shark

has only one large dorsal fin, and a small one, occupying, both together, not

above a tenth part of the back. The filaments, it is said, were placed in a

grºove along the back, and, as the carcase was putrid, they were easily

pulled out by the roots: it thus happened, that every one who visited the

animal, plucked away some of them to send as relics or specimens to their

friends, and the appearance and structure of those cirrhi are thcrofors

known to a great number of persons,
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“If any additional proof of the two animals being distinet were required,

the very striking difference in the relative proportional thickness of their

bodies might be mentioned. The basking shark cast on shore in Dorset

shire in 1807, the largest, it is believed, seen for many years past, mea

sured 28 feet in length, and the body, where grossest, was no less than 20

feet in circumference. A basking shark, of double the above length, or

56 feet (and the Orkney animal, it will be remembered, measured 55 feet

exclusive of the tail) might reasonably be expected to have a much thicker

body; we might presume that it would be 30 feet in circumference, if the

diameter increased in any reasonable proportion with the length. But

every account agrees in telling us, that the body of the great sea snake,

where thickest, was only “equal to the girth of a horse;” by which the

Orkney farmers must, of course, be understood to mean their own sort of

horses, which would be ranked as poneys. The girth of an Orkney horse

may, I believe, be considered as from four to six feet at most. I conclude,

therefore, with some confidence, that, if the body of the great sea snake,

measuring about 55 feet in length, nowhere exceeded six feet in circum

ference, this animal could not possibly be the basking shark of natural

history, but must have been a very different animal, entirely unknown te

naturalists.

* ORCADENSIS.”

coRRECT RELATION of shipwrecks.

£0. XXXVII.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

Falcon ER.

-

LOSS OF THE HARLEQUIN, HIRED ARMED SHIP.

E subjoined account of the loss of the Harlequin, off Seaford, on

- the 7th of November, 1809, is extracted from a letter, addressed by

a young officer belonging to that ship, to his parents :-

“No doubt you have before this heard of our misfortune, and wondered

at not hearing from me. We are all in a wretched condition, and should

have been much worse, had it not been for the activity and generosity of the

officers of the 81st regiment, whose conduct I shall always remember with

gratitude. We sailed as you know from Plymouth Sound, on Tuesday

afternoon, with a fair wind, having a convoy of 27 sail under our care:

We continued with a fair wind all the way, not having more of it than we

could wish for.

“I have seen the papers, which give a very incorrect statement of the

melancholy affair. We struck about four o'clock on Thursday morning,

when most of us were in our hammocks; but we were very soon upon

deck, and cut away the masts, thinking we might get off; but the tide
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flowing in, our efforts for that purpose were unavailing, Little did we

think at the time we were so near the shore; all of us thought we had

struck on a rock; and we immediately fired our guns, and burnt blue lights

till all were expended; yet the convoy continued to follow us, and six of

them struck; the rest hauled their wind and got safe off ; those on shore

soon went to pieces. Our's being the first vessel that struck, and nearest

the shore, we lost only two lives, but many poor souls belonging to the

other vessels perished, amounting in the whole to forty. Such a wreck is

scarcely to be remembered; I was washed off three times; once with a

child in my arms, which a lieutenant had left on board with its mother,

both of whom I ultimately succeeded in getting to the shore, though with

much difficulty, as we were the last on the wreck.” -

IMPROVEMENTS IN NAVAL ARCHITECTURE.

GENERAL failure of the required supply of wood knees, for ships in

his Majesty's service, having rendered an effectual substitute a deside

ratum in naval architecture, Mr. Roberts, of the Navy Office, some time

ago, happily succeeded in the invention of a method of securing the beams

of ships to their sides, and of superseding the necessity of standards, top

and breadth riders, and nearly of wood knees altogether. For this inven

tion, he was presented by government with a pension of 800l. in conse

quence of a recommendation from the Lords of the Admiralty; and he has

since been honoured with the silver medal of the Society of Arts.

The subjoined, is a list of such ships as have been built, and are building,

for his Majesty's service, the beams of which are secured by iron knees,

agreeably to Mr. Roberts's plan:- -

Ships. Guns. Ships. Guns. \

Lively.---------- 38 || Aboukir ------ 74

Melampus - - - - - - 36 | Caledonia - - - - - - 120

Jason ---------- 32 || Milford-- - - - - - - 74

Hebe ---------- 32 || Cornelia - - - - - - 32

Circe ---------- 32 l Nereus -------- 82

Pallas - - - - - ----- 32 | Bucephalus ---- S6

Alexandria ---... 32 | Semiramis ---- 36

Thames -------- 32 | Dolphin ----.. 44

Resistance - - - - - - 38 Ajax---------- 74

Spartan -------- 38 || Conquestadore .. 74

ndaunted -----. 38 || Vigo.---------- 74

Valiant - - - - - - - - 74 || America - - - - - - 74

Elizabeth - - - - - - 74 I Berwick - - - - - - - 74

Cumberland .... 74 | Vengeur - - - - - - 74

Venerable ------ 74 sº ---- 74
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Relating to the Erpedition to the Scheldt, presented by his Majesty's Com

mand to both IIouses of Parliament.

This extensive collection of Papers is arranged under four heads:-

Intelligence; Preparation of the Naval Force; Departure of the Arma

ment, and Subsequent Operations; and, Evacuation.

We shall endeavour to present the reader with a brief abstract of their

respective contents, in order that he may be able to form an opinion of his

own, as to the solidity of the grounds upon which the Expedition was

undertaken, and as to the manner in which it was carried into effect.

Under the head Intelligence, are forty-five articles.—No. 1, consists of

answers to questions put by to two confidential persons; but,

though the word instant frequently occurs, it is without a date. The num

ber of troops in Flushing are represented as about 3,000, nearly 2,000 of

which were Prussians: 12,000 other troops were shortly expected, to be

encamped in the neighbourhood of West Capel. The military duty at

Flushing, Middleburg, and Campvere, was performed inostly by the

burghers; in consequence of a severe and general sickness, supposed to

arise from the badness of the water. Half of the inhabitants were

affected, and the deaths at Flushing averaged 30 per week.-Flushing was

said to be very strong in batteries, mounted with large brass guns, towards

the sea; but, on the land side, only 18 guns were visible, and no artillery

corps were seen in the town. In the basin, or docks, were seven two

deckers, and one frigate (mostly new) equipping; one frigate, and two

brigs, in Flushing roads, ready for sea; all of which, it was supposed,

might be taken or destroyed. At the West Capel, and Leone Point, on the

other side of Walcheren, were a seven and an eight gun battery, defended

by 50 men each. Off Leone Point lay 20 galliots, of eight guns each, and a

gun-brig of 10 or 12 guns; and, two miles above, in Campvere Roads, was

the Growler gun-brig (formerly British). The east side of Campvere har

bour was defended by a four gun battery.

No. 2, consists of queries (with their answers) put by the Lords of the

Admiralty to Sir J. Saumarez and Captain Owen. These officers gave it as

their opinion, that the line-of-battle ships should proceed, in the first instance,

to take a position in the entrance of the Scheldt, to prevent the escape of

the ships in Flushing, on the arrival of reinforcements from Antwerp ; that

the island of Walcheren could not be invested, till the troops were in

possession of Fort den Haak, Campvere, Arneyinuden, St. Joost's 1sland,

and the Castle of the Rammekins; that all the remaining force would

therefore be applicable, in the first instance, to assist in the disembarkation

of the troops, and to cover the landing at the different points of attack,

that the number of troops, which the navy could undertake to put on shore

in one body, at each place of landing, supposing two attacks to be made on

opposite sides of the island at the same time, must depend upon the number

Jºab, QIgton, Qiqi, XXIII. Q
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of flat boats employed upon the expedition; but that, from the proximity to

the shore, a body of 5,000 men, including a portion of light artillery, might

be speedily landed; that vessels of any [much draught of water could not

well be employed on the sid of Campvere, and off Fast Capel, the landing

not seeming good, or certain; that, supposing the weather unfavourable for

a landing on the first arrival of the fleet off the coast, the transports

(unless in a gale of wind) might safely remain at anchor, within the Banks,

till the weather should moderate; that, preparatory to the blockade of the

island, the line-of-battle ships should take their station in the mouth of the

Scheldt, leaving a division in the Rompoot Channel, to guard the side of

Helvoetsluys; that the Channels must be buoyed, by anchoring vessels,

before the ships can procced to the place of disembarkation; that the

landing could not be made before 48 hours after the arrival of the fleet;

that, should the enemy be found in greater force than was expected, and

the landing be unsuccessful, the retreat would be extremely hazardous,

and could not be effected without great loss: that the aid of pilots might be

obtained, and could not be dispensed with; but that, if small vessels were

placed in the Channels, a great number would not be required; that no

interruption to the blockading force was to be apprehended from the

Texel, with westerly winds; that the Boulogne flotilla must be guarded

against by an adequate force; that, however, the inland navigation, about

Walchcren, furnished great numbers of craft, of easy draught of water, and

very fit to be converted into gun-vessels, of which the cnemy might be

expected to avail himself; and that the arrival of succours from Helvoet

sluys, by the inland channels, must also be guarded against.

No. 3, consists of additional queries, put by [to] Sir J. Saumarez and Cap

tain Owen, with their conjoint answers. They express their opinion, that,

at the spot where the landing of the troops would be proposed, the water

was of sufficient depth to allow of ships to approach near enough to the

shore to scour the beach and silence the batteries; that, however, there are

sand-hills at the place, which would afford protection to the enemy from

the fire of the ships; that it would be advisable to make a feint at the

point of East Capel, with one-fourth of the force; that the remaining three

fourths should be landed between Zoutland and Dykeshook; that the

reserve might then be landed near East Capel; that the force agreed upon

(not mentioned) would be fully sufficient to prevent the passage of reinforce

ments, supposing the land batteries to be in possession of the troops; and

that the requisite number of seamen, to forward the guns on shore, till

horses could be landed, might be spared from the ships.

No. 4, announcing the appearance of seven ships of the line, two frigates,

one brig, and one ship sloop, all dismantled, in the Old IIarbour of Flush

ing, on the 2d of January, 1800, is a letter from Captain Boxer, of the

Skylark, to Captain the Hon. G. H. L. Dundas.

No. 5, is a letter (secret) from Vice-admiral Campbell to Mr. Pole, date

Princess of Orange, in the Downs, 13th January, 1809. The following .

extract contains some information respecting the enemy's ships in the

Scheldt, obtainca, according to orders, from a person confidentially cm

ployed for the purpose —
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“ States that he landed at Canveer on Sunday night the 8th instant, and

proceeded to Flushing, (across the Moates, they being frozen over) which

place he left the following night, between ten and eleven o’clock at

night, in a boat which he purchased there. On the Monday he saw the

shipping, and was on board three of the French line-of-battle ships. Their

force consists of nine sail of the line, and two frigates, one brig and five

schooners, all in the Basin. The line-of-battle ships are utrigged, with

their tops and caps off; their guns are on the quay; and their provisions,

stores, &c. in warehouses, and have only part of their ballast on board;

the crews are sickly, and live part of them in barracks, and part on board

the ships which are alongside the quay in tiers three deep. The men are

busily employed in overhauling and refitting the rigging, and it is said the

ships are ordered to be equipped again by the next spring-tides, or the

succeeding ones. The frigates have their lower rigging in, and they are

employed in equipping them ; but they have neither guns, stores, nor pro

visions on board. The brig and schooner are equipped, with their guns in,

but their sails are not bent; and he believes they have no sea store provi

sions on board.

“ There is a large new frigate at Flushing, built and ready for

launching. -

“At Antwerp they have nine sail of the line, either building or ordered

to be built; but he does not know in what state of forwardness they are.

Besides these, there are at Antwerp five sail (viz. three of 80 guns, and

one of 74, and one either a 74 or frigate, but he does not know which)

with a number of men on board, and jury rigged, ready to come down to

be coppered in the Basin at Flushing; but as that is at present full, these

ships cannot be coppered until those now in the Basin come out: it is said

these five sail are to coine down from Antwerp, so soon as the weather is

settled; but at present there is much ice in the Scheldt; they have not

guns at Flushing for these ships.

“He states they are about to erect two new batteries, one at the upper

end of the Duerloo Channel, and the other a little within West Capel; and

that there are at present only 700 troops on the island of Walchereu, the

others having been drafted away.”

No. 6, is another letter from Admiral Campbell, of the 18th of January,

corroborating the contents of the preceding. -

No. 7, is composed of secret intelligence from Flushing, dated February 3,

1809, relating to the state of the shipping, and of the batteries. The

following relates to the batterics :- -

“West Capel, two batteries, six guns each, but can't touch you in gºing

in. Soutland 4 guns, can't touch you. One battery by the gallows, six

guns, but can't touch you. - º

“Batteries may be avoided till you come to the Nold House, and then

one of eight guns, and one on the opposite shore at Hard Apple.

“Wails of the ramparts out of repair entirely; about 10 guns towards

the river; between the Nold House and Flushing, is a strong battery of

eight guns, but it is exposed to shipping.

º
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“Best place for landing between Fast and West Capel.

“The ships laid in the summer about five miles above Flushing, where

there are no batteries to hurt them; states they may be attacked at their

anchorage

“Sluys Point has a battery; number of men not known.

“——- will take charge from Sluys Point.”

No. 8, is a letter, dated February 20, 1809, without signature or address,

containing farther information respecting the state of Flushing.

No. 9, is a list of the French naval force in Flushing, corresponding with

the previous accounts.

No. 10, is only a repetition of former statements.

No. 11, presents the following letter, dated Agincourt, in the Downs, 34

March, 1809:—
-

“sir,

“I beg you will be pleased to acquaint their lordships, that

——, who has made his escape from Campveer, in the island of

Walcheren, where he had been detained five months, reports, that the

French for the last fortnight, have been employed in removing the guns,

ammunition, and stores of the ships in Flushing Basin from thence, in

schuyts, to Helvoet, where, it is reported, the ships are to go. Last Thurs

day they were employed in taking powder out of the magazines at Camp

veer to convey it to Helvoet, and that all the fires in the harbour were put

out for that purpose.

“This man reports, that about a fortnight ago two line-of-battle ships

came down from Antwerp to Flushing, and the force now there consists of

four 80 gun ships, seven 74's, two frigates, two corvettes, and a brig: the

frigates, he states, are ready to come into the Roads, and I should suppose

he considers the 50-gun ship as a 74.

“This man states, he supposes there are about 5,000 troops in the

island, but they are very young; that the batteries about Campveer are in

a very bad state, and that the draw-bridges are regularly every night

drawn up. I have, &c.

“ G. CAMPBELL, Vice-admiral.”

* Hon. W. W. Pole.

No. 12, dated off West Capel, March 8, 1809, contains the following

information from Captain Boxer:-

“The enemy's fleet in Flushing consists of the following force –tea

ships of the line (including a 50-gun ship) two frigates, and a few smaller

vessels; the line-of-battle ships are fitting slowly; during the last week

they were employed getting iron ballast, water casks, and gun carriages on

board; the frigates are rigged and nearly ready for sea, and it is supposed

the fleet will be ready to haul out of the harbour about the latter end of

the present month. The line-of-battle ship on the stocks at Flushing is not

in a forward state, but the greater part of those at Autwerp, it is believed,
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will be ready to come down about July or August next. The Danish

officers in the fleet are very discontented; several of whom have deserted.

No reinforcements of troops have arrived on the island, their numbers at

present are supposed to be about 4,000, beside the burghers.”

No. 13, dated two days later, mentions, that the enemy's fleet in Flush

ing, except two, have their topmasts an end.

No. 14, from Admiral Campbell to Lord Mulgrave, dated March 6,

announces the arrival of a great number of troops in the neighbourhood of

Flushing; that the ships of war, in the dock, were expected to be com

pleted in about three weeks; and that four brigs, laden with provisions for

the West Indies, were ready to sail the first opportunity.

Nos. 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19, contain farther information, but not of an

important nature, respecting the state of the enemy's ships in Flushing.

No. 19, dated March 24, mentions, that all the ship-builders and carpen

ters had been ordered away from Flushing to the interior; for the purpose

of constructing rafts to transport troops across the Rhine, in consequence

of the war with Austria.

Amongst a variety of desultory information, in Nos. 20 and 21, it is

mentioned, that there were 1,400 troops in Walcheren, half French and

half Dutch.

In No. 22, dated Venerable, in the Downs, April 5, Sir R. J. Strachan,

addressing Lord Mulgrave, says:—“Captain Boxer has sent me a sketch

of Flushing, and although it is roughly done, I forward it to your lordship,

as it will give you an idea of the Basin where the ships of war lay. I am

told the guns on the works at the town are mounted on old works faced

with stone or brick. Captain Boxer has not sent me any account of the

batteries on the Cadsand side, but I understand there is one on the point

of Breskin, opposite Flushing, and also at the point below Borcelen, on the

South Beveland side. It seems to be a general opinion that much resistance

is not to be expected at Flushing, and the reports of the deserters, lately

come over, favour the opinion ; but when I consider the defence of Flush

ing, I am decidedly of opinion that a squadron, let it be ever so well

attended by gun-vessels, could do little against the ships of the enemy in

the Basin, and would be exposed to be set on fire by the batteries of the

enemy; therefore, it is advisable not to make any attempts on the town

without the co-operation of an army. If a squadron should be anchored

clear of existing batteries above the town, it would be an object to take up

such an anchorage, to prevent the enemy from escaping up the river when

the town is attacked. By the accounts of to-day it seems probable, that all

the ships of the enemy, by this time, are at anchor in the Scheldt, and in a

situation to run up the river, if attacked; six were at anchor, and the

others were preparing to go out of the Basin; Lieutenant Duncan says, he

thinks one of the ships of the line, as well as the frigates, had Dutch

colours up."

In No. 23, an enclosure fron Captain M'Kerlie, of the Calliope, dated

April 7, states as follows:—“Yesterday I boarded a brig off West Capel,
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from Antwerp (out last from Flushing) bound to any port in England, I

brought him on board the Calliope, and examined him respecting the ships

building at Antwerp; he reports the ships of the line were in great for

wardness, and would in a short time be ready for launching, but, in conse

quence of all the artificers having marched towards the Rhine, for the pur

pose of making rafts to cross the army, every thing for the present is at a

stand. Respecting Flushing, he says, that the inhabitants were in a dread

ful alarm of the English making an attack upon the island, and destroying

the town. He also reports that the inhabitants of Flushing and the army

there are very sickly, particularly the latter, but could not say how many

troops might be there; however, he positively asserts, that the ships hauled

out of the Basin suddenly, in consequence of an attack being expected.

He was there some days, and had an opportunity of ascertaining completely

that they have left all their guns at Flushing, because he saw them upon

the wharf. He likewise reports, that they are to have their guns there by

lighters, and when their guns are all on board, they are to come down

abreast of the town of Flushing. Yesterday morning, when he sailed, there

was only one ship in the Basin, and she was to haul out last night.

“The two latter ships were manned by Danish sailors, who are said to

be much disgusted with the French service.”

Another enclosure in No.23, from Lieutenant Duncan, of the Idas, dated

April 8, reports the following observation, made on the preceding day :-

“Eight ships of the line anchored off the mouth of the Scheldt in two

divisions, four in each division, one ship of the line advanced between them

and the town of Flushing, probably for the purpose of communicating sig

mals. In the Roads two frigates as before, and one ship of the line, whose

hull appears very lofty above the water, which inclines me to credit a

report made to Captain M'Kerlie, that none of the line-of-battle ships have

their proper complement of guns on board.”

No. 24, anongst numerous other reports, contains the following:—that

Louis Buonaparte was expected at Middleburgh, to inspect and improve

the works; and that 4,000 sailors were coming from different parts of Den

mark, to man the ships coming down from Antwerp.

Nos. 25, and 26, are unimportant. The latter, dated April 22, mentious,

that the number of troops at Flushing had been increased.

No. 27, is the following extract of a letter from Captain Hanchett, of the

Raven sloop, to Lord Mulgrave, dated Plymouth, April 27 —“Having

served with Sir Sidney Smith in the Antelope, during the time he com

manded the squadron off Flushing, in the early part of the present war,

and from that circumstance being well acquainted with the anchorage, for

tifications, &c. of that port, I have no doubt that the 6nemy's fleet, if they

are laying in the outer Roads, may be easily destroyed by fire-ships, or,

should they lay in the Basin, from the depth of water and the navigation,

with which I am well acquainted, a line-of-battle ship may be run alongside

the walls of the town so close, that men may land from the yard-arms; and

I volunteer to be the first unan that lauds from them: -
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“As it was some years since a favourite scheme of Mr. Pitt's to take

Flushing by a coup dc main, and being at that time Sir Sidney Smith's con

fidential officer, I became intimately acquainted with the plans of the

fortifications, &c. and, wienever your lordship may require it, I can

procure you the most correct information as to the troops and defences

of the island, from a person, in whom government have formerly con
fided.” r

No. 28, dated April 29, announces the escape of 12 brigs and 25 luggers,

supposed to belong to the Boulogne flotilla, into Flushing.

No. 29, with other information, corroborates the above.

No 30, contains the following intelligence from a confidential person,

dated May 8, 1809:—“A camp, about to be formed at St. Omers, of about

3,000 men; but it is intended to state it at about 20,000. Another at

Ecklaw of about 8,000 will be stated at about 15,000. Another between

Antwerp and the Ecluse, opposite the island of Walcheren, will be stated

at 3,000, but will be in proportion. The disposition of the country is

enthusiastically in favour of the English.

“The Dutcl. flotilla that were at Boulogne, viz. those which have from

time to time joined the French flotilla, are removing back to Flushing; it

is said, in the country, for fear of attack, as the destruction of the fleet at

Basque Roads has occasioned much anxiety. Forty-five sail passed by

Blackenburg last week. There are ouly about 3,000 French troops in the

island of Walcheren.

“N.B. National Guards in all these Camps, Except Ecklaw.”

No. 31, dated May 9, reports that there were, at Helvoetsluys, two

ships of the line, one frigate, and two men of war brigs; and at Gorce,

one lugger; the whole apparently ready for sea.

No 32, contains some loose intelligence from a deserter; and also (ad

dressed to the Scoretary of the Admiralty) the following

“Memorandum of observations ade by

at the ports of Boulogne, Calais, Dunkirk, Ostend, Ant

werp, and the Island of Flushing.

“At Boulogne there are about 600 craft of . [ferent descriptions, that

compose the flotilla, but they are in such a state of wreck, as well in their

rigging as in their bottoms, which are worm-eaten. that they will require

to be nearly rebuilt to be of service.

“ At Calais there are about 70 craft of the flotilla in the same state.

“ At Dunkirk there are two old frigates, and about ninety vessels of the

flotilla in the inner Basin; and there are in the outer Basin, above fifty

fine merchant vessels, fit for transports, many of which are , prizes taken

from the English. ,

“ At Ostend there are about forty small vessels of the flotilla, and a few

merchant vessels which are in a very bad state.

“ In consequence of repeated Disputes, which have taken place between

the Dutch and French officers employed on this flotilla service, a con
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siderable division of the Dutch flotilla have returned to Holland through

the canals.

“ At Antwerp, there are about fifteen vessels of the flotilla, but they are

unserviceable; and at Flushing there are only seven of about thirty tons

with one gun in the bow.

“Ships of war on the Stocks at Antwerp, and observations on the

Arsenal,

* At Antwerp there are on the stocks ten eighty gun ships, and three of

them are nearly finished, though it is probable they will not be launched

this winter. The situation chosen by Buonaparte for the building of ships

of war was occupied by 1500 houses in the beginning of 1804, and was

the most ancient part of the city of Antwerp; but it is at present reduc

ed to ways and slips, for ships, and is capable of being extended to

the placing of 20 ships of the line on the stocks at the same time, and

their resources for building, from the black forest through the Rhine,

are inexhaustible. The mechanics employed on the building these

ships are all young men, and are chosen from among the conscriptions

levied. They are formed into military order,as well as into labouring order.

There are a company to each ship building, under the superintendance

of a captain; and to every two ships there is a superintending builder;

and every sunday they are exercised to military discipline. The work

is carried on with amazing rapidity, but perfectly performed. At Flush

ing, in the Basin, are the following 74 gun ships : Charlemagne, Com

merce de Lyon, Anversois, Caesar, Duquesclin, Dantzick, and la Ville

de Berlin, with a new Dutch frigate; and on the stocks are two 74 gun

ships, a frigate and brig : in the roads are the Princess Caroline frigate

and a brig belonging to the French.

“At Ramskeys are seven gun-boats, with one gun on the Prow, as has

been observed of the flotilla at Flushing. Distributed among all those

vessels at Flushing, (French and Dutch,) there are not 800 men of all de

scriptions. * - - -

“There are at Campvere about 40 sail of smugglers, and belonging to

them, from 300 to 350 prime English seamen, who, as well as the Dutch,

would rejoice to see the French removed from their favourite smuggling port,

which they have converted into a naval arsenal,and which arbitrary conver

sion has created great disgust. '

“ The French are ditching round the land side of the town, but there are

still two gates open; they intend fortifying the town on that side (though .

they can never make it strong) on a presumption that the English will land

at West Capel. To the sea side they have paid no attention, so that the

taking away the ships of Flushing is a matter perſectly practicable, and in

proportion to the advantage the risque is very small.

“ In my humble opinion, any armament intended for this service should

be composcq of fast sailing 50 gun ships, fast sailing large frigates, and

large brigs, with a proportionate number of troops to hold possession of the

island, while the ships, stores, &c. were removing.

“Were I not fully confident of the advantage and certain success of this
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expedition, I would not recommend it; far less would I offer my services

to be the first to share in all the dangers that can attend it.

“I shall have the honour of submitting the Plan of attack, which I would

propose, as soon as it is finished; in the mean time, I can assure you and

their lordships, that I know of a sufficient number of practical pilots from

Deal and Dover, who would volunteer their services.”

In No. 33, an enclosure,containing the substance of intelligence received

from two gettlemen, prisoners, who had escaped from France, states, that

as the enemy “apprehended an attack on the island of Walcheren, and on

the ships of war in the river,a great number ofgun vessels had arrived from

the ports to the westward, and more were expected. Ten thousand had

arrived on the Cadsaud side, and ten thousand more were on their march

intended for the defence of Walcheren. On that island the people were

employed in repairing the works at Campvere and Flushing. These gentle

men were told that an embargo had been laid on all privateers for the pur

pose of getting men to man the squadron.”

A second enclosure, in No. 33, reports, that the ships at Helvoet and

Goree had been ordered up to Williamstadt, to avoid the English fire-vessels,

expected to be used against them.

A third cnclosure contains the following account of the enemy's naval

force, received from Captain Pater, of the Princess Carolina, on the 17th

of May:-

“At Amsterdam.—Two new frigates, lower masts in.—Eight new schoo

ners, complete and manned.—One sloop of 14 guns, complete and manned,

idutch flag at the mizen—A large ship cut down to a floating battery.—

Twenty-eight 24-pounders as a guard vessel.

“ Modenblieke.—Commerce of Amsterdam, 84 guns, lower masts in.-

A new ship, coppering.—Neptune, formerly 64, cutting down for a fri

gate.—Doggerbank, ditto, ditto. -

“ New Deep.–Three old east Indiamen on shore, two of them lower

masts in ;-A small frigate unrigging;—Crown Prince, 74, mizen mast on

ly, other masts expected soon;–Admiral de Winter's flag at the Dolphins,

partly manned;—Brabant, 64, rigged at the Dolphins, partly manned;—

Commerce of Rotterdam, 64, ditto, ditto;—John de Wall, 56, lower inasts

in, fitting;-Zoutman, 74, at her own anchors, the guard ship fires evening

and morning guns, only half manned, &c.-Ferreter and another brig,

name unknown, with six schooners, manned, &c.

Two Pilots come out every day as spies, and report the information gain

ed to the admiral on their return.”

No. 34, announces that the enemy's fleet were at Lillo.

No. 35, is unimportant.

No. 36, states, that 10 sail of the line, apparently ready for sea, were ly

ing 10 or 12 miles below Antwerp, on the 1st of June; and that a great

number of gun-boats, a little below the ships, were lying across the

Scheldt.

No. 37, consists of loose reports, from “a confidential person.”

fºab. Ibron, Qiqi. XXIII. R
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No. 38, is a letter, without address or signature, containing numerous

reports. It states the number of troops, in Holland, at 3,000; in Antwerp

and its vicinity, at 2,400; in Walcheren, Flushing, &c. at 3,000; making

a total of 8,400; the utmost that could be collected in five or six days.

No. 39, reports, that the French men of war had from 1,000 to 1,200

men each on board; and that they were going to place a chain across the

Scheldt as a security against fire-ships. º

No. 40, mentions some movements amongst the French shipping, with

various other reports.

No. 41,00ntains the following information, in a letter from Captain Bol

ton of the Fiscard, to Sir R. Strachan, dated East Capel loads, July 7:—

“Examination of the Weiling channel proves it to be safe, and suffici

ently capacious for any enterprise. The fortifications on the island of

Cadsand consist as far as I have been able to discover, of two small bat

teries, one apparently of five, the other of thirteen guns, the landing is

good on any part of the shore. The coast between east and west Capel is

precisely as I left it. On west Capel point is a Fleur d’Eau battery of

seven or eight guns, and to the north of the church is another, about a ca

ble's length from the beach, of seven guns en Barbet, and I do not

think there is any gun mounted between this battery and east Capel; pro

ceeding to Camvere a little above house point is a small battery of three or

five guns, and at Camvere there is another of about seven, neither do I see

any difficulty of landing or navigation on any part of the coast.

“ Enclosed is a sketch of the shoals and coast, with the stations of the

vessels as I mean to place them.

“Agreeably to your desire, I shall give my opinion on the proper

points of landing and attacking Flushing, this will depend on the

wind.

“If the attack is made with the wind southerly (as far as S.S.W.) the

Weiling Channel will be most advisable for the large ships to pass up, as

after passing the Elboog those intended to batter Flushing can bear up to

their stations, as well as the ships that cover the troops landing about.

Zoutland, of which there can be no difficulty if the weather is moderate;

at the same time the divisions assigned for landing and attacking Camvere

and west Capel, will have a smooth beach between west and east Capel.

If the attack is made with the wind northerly, the Duerloo will be the

best channel for the ships to advance up. But, if it blows fresh, the

whole of the debarkment must be made between west Capel and Flushing,

and nothing can be done on the east Capel side, unless a division sail up

at once to Camvere, through the Vere Gat;—provided the attack is made

with the wind this way (northerly), a strong portion of heavy armed

light draught of water vessels should be appropriated for the attack of

west Capel: they can lie close to the shore, and this point secured, the

troops and stores might be landed at the Jetties in smooth water; there

is a passage of four fathoms through the east Gat, and when inside the

Calloo, eight or ten fathoms all the way along shore to Flushing; all the

Sunugglers are well acquainted with this passage, and I shall endeavour to
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find it out. Vessels of light draught can pass at high water over the

banks. There will be one advantage in attacking with the wind north

erly, the ships damaged in battering Flushing may bear away to refit, and

be succeeded without difficulty by the reserve,which may be kept anchored

out of gun shot in the Duerloo.

“You will perceive by the sketch, I had not only placed a vessel on

Thornton's ridge, but also one on the Hinder, this is to cnable the large

ships to pass in safety between those shoals should they have to cross over

to Blackenbury, to proceed through the Weiling.

“If the attack from the northward is decided upon, the best place of

rendezvous would be the 17 Fathom, or at Brei Bank, they might there

pass between the stone banks, through the stone deep round the Rassen

and up the Ducrloo; and the battering vessels through the east Gat to

the west Capel, the division to Canvere round the Baujart to the Vcer

Gat.

. “From all the information I have been able to collect, the troops on the

Island do not amount to 3000 men.” -

In No. 42, an enclosure from Captain Bolton states, that, in the Room

pot, there is plenty of room for vessels to lie perfectly out of gun-shot of

Walcheren or Schoen; and that the fortifications of the latter place are in

significant.

Another enclosure, in No. 42, from Captain Hanchett, of the Raven, to

Sir R. Strachan, dated July 13, and marked “Secret,” contains the fol

lowing information — -

“In obedience to your order of the 7th instant, marked most secret, I

proceeded in his Majesty's sloop under my command into the inner Weil

ing, and on the morning of the 12th, accompanied by Captain Pasley

of the royal engineers, proceeded in the boats of the Raven along the

shore of Cadsand, to within three and a half miles of the town of Flushing,

returning within gun shot of the batteries of Cadsand for the purpose of

ascertaining their numbers, situation, and extent, together with the range

of their shot,which I was enabled to do from the fire they kept up at us on

our passage down.

“The shore, from one and a half mile eastward of the Walpen signal

post, and for two miles westward of it, appears quite clear, and to carry

deep water close in ; at the extremity of this distance are two batteries,

that to the eastward mounting five guns of large calibre, and the one

to the westward four, apparently line pounders, both en barbet.

“This beach appears to me well calculated for the debarkation of troops;

there are no woods near it, as on the other parts of Cadsand, and the

transports can anchor without range of shot, in excellent holding ground,
and sheltered from seaward winds by the Eliboog sand. t

“On the morning of the 13th I joined his Majesty's ship Fisgard at

anchor in stone deep, and ran along shore from Dunburgh to Sconce

point; there does not appear to be any guns mounted between West Capel

and Fort de Bank.

“I had no opportunity of sounding the channel of the Roompot, but I
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can assure you, that there are only two fathoms at low water between the

N. W. extremity of Ornnst Sand, and the flat which runs off from the

Walcheren shore; and also that a vessel may pass up the Roompot out of

gun shot of Schoen until she is abreast of North Beveland.”

No. 43, dated July 15, contains the following information from Captain

Bolton :-

“I have stated in my former reports, that there is a battery of 7 or 8

guns on West Capel point; there is also another of 7 guns en barbet, un

der the church, about a cable's length from the beach, which commands

the east Gat and Bookhill passages; and you may be assured there is not

another gun mounted between this battery and Sconce Point. The whole

of this line of beach is most favourable for debarkation, and the groins or

Diggerworks are like so many moles for boats.”

No. 44, consists of intelligence, chiefly military, obtained by “a con

fidential person.”

No. 45, The last of this series, contains information from Captain Bol-'

ton, of the Fisgard, dated East Capel roads, July 23, 3. P. M. that the

enemy's fleet, amounting to 11 sail of the line, had that instant dropped

down the Scheidt, and anchored close off the town of Flushing.

The next series, under the head “Preparation of the Naval Force,”

comprises thirty-two Papers.

No. 1, is a Memorandum of the Board of Admiralty, dated June 9, 1809,

as follows:-

“It is the opinion of the sea Lords of the Admiralty, that in the first

instance the island of Walcheren should be taken : they do not take upon

them to say where the landing should be made, or how the military force

should be distributed; this should be arranged between the General and

Sir Richard Strachan. The fleet may be broke into divisions, calculated to

convey and protect any given number of troops to any given point; and it

is presumed that we shall be able to master any floating force the enemy

can produce and to assist the army in the attack of any batteries that may

have been erected on the banks of the river.

“In going up the river it may be expedicnt to take possession of Ter

neuse on the left bank, but the right bank of the river must be secured as

the armament proceeds; and having attained it as far as Bathz, the naval

force would be capable of protecting and conveying the whole army in a

very short space of time to Sanºfleet, or any other point below the narrow

part of the Scheldt, at which the general may think it proper to land. An

arrangement may be made for putting on shore about fourteen thousand

men at the first trip, by flat boats, launches, &c. and the remainder of the

army could follow from ships to be anchored close to the shore. The fleet

can also undertake to bring the army off from the neighbourhood of Sand

fleet, but the fleet cannot go into the narrow part of the Scheldt, unless
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the army are in possession of both banks of the river. Fire vessels,

however, will be prepared, and every means held in readiness for taking any

advantage that may offer of acting against the enemy in the narrow part of

the river for the destruction of their ships.

“Sir Richard Strachan is ordered into port, and all the details of the

Expedition should be settled between that officer and the general who is to

contmand. The naval force destined for the service is in such a state of

forwardness, that if an embarkation return were furnished, the ships could,

in a very few days, be at thcir stations.

Men.

100 Flat boats will carry . . . . . . . , . 5000

70 Gun-boats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 700

26 long boats and ship's launches . . . . . . . . 520

40 Barges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 400

26 Small vessels, and 20 vessels from dock-yards, &c. .. 5000

30 Gun-brigs to be advanced with 100 men each . . . 3000

14,620

72 Gun-boats, carrying 24-pounders, to attend the fleet; also

twenty-six cutters and small vessels. These boats should

be furnished with Shrapnell's shells; and a detachment of

artillery ought to be appropriated to them.

“In further aid of the transport service it would be proper to collect as

many revenue vessels as possible; and when the expedition is about to sail

we should lay hold of all Folkstone and Deal cutters, all Berwick smacks

that may be in the river, and such Harwich packets and vessels of that

description as can be procured.”
a

No. 2, dated June 17, is an order for Sir R. Strachan to come to

town.

No. 3, is a letter from Mr. Pole to Sir R. Strachan, dated June 25,

apprising him that the ships, as per note,” have been placed under Rear

admiral Otway, in the Monarch, who is to act under Sir R. Strachan; and

that, for the preservation of secrecy, the correspondence between those

officers is to pass through Mr. Pole's hands, under cover.

Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, relate to preparatory proceedings.

No. 10, is a letter from Rear-admiral Otway to Mr. Pole, dated Ports

mouth, July 1, as follows:–

“ I observe that the Centaur and Superb are to keep their lower deck

guns; but I suppose that I am to consider these ships as taking their pro

* Monarch, Belleisle, Orion, Resolution, Bellona, Fagle, Impetueux,

Revenge, Hero, Valiant, Illustrious, Venerable, Superb, Ganges, Cen

taur, Aboukir, Marlborough, Royal Oak, Alfred, Caesar, Imperieuse,

Fisgard, Loire, Aigle, Rota, Perlen, Vesuvius, Devastation.

t

:

º

a!
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portion of troops and horses, as before arranged. My scheme of

embarkation cannot be completed, until I know for certain what ships I

am to have; but with those promised, I see no difficulty in providing for

14,660 infantry, and 400 horses, with their riders or drivers; and of course,

we take the whole of the brigade guns, &c. In this arrangement the

Venerable is not included, but the Ganges is. It is very desirable that the

Navy Board should be directed to return the ship's pay books, extracts, &c.

with every possible expedition.

“Agreeably to the suggestion of Admiral Domett, I send, on the other

side, a list of such vessels as are likely to be useful on the intended Ex

pedition.

“ Under Sir Roger Curtis.—Ant schooner, tender to Royal William;

General Concleaux lugger, ditto to Tisiphone ; Concord hired tender ;

Dart ditto. -

“Navy Board.—Buoy boat; Well boat; Truelove, Forester, Lively,

sailing craft, fine vessels for carrying troops in shoal water.

“ Ordnance.-Ebenezer and Duke of Richmond.
-

“The Victualling Office craft being chiefly hired vessels of a bad

description, I do not yet know what aid can be had from that department.”

Nos. 11, 12, and 13, are unimportant. -

No. 14, is a letter, with an enclosure, from Mr. Pole to Sir R. stracian,

dated July 8, instructing him to correspond confidentially with Vice

admiral Campbell, and directing him not to disturb the system which had

been established for the protection of the trade of Heligoland. The enclo

sure is as follows :-

“List of his Majesty's Ships at Portsmouth and Spithead, under the Com

mand of Rear-admiral Otway; and at Chatham and Sheerness, under the

Command ºf Captain Plampin, of his Majesty's Ship Courageur.

Under Rear-admiral Otway.

No. of Guns. No. of Guns.

80 Caesar. 74 Ganges.

74 Monarch. — Centaur.

— Belieisle. — Aboukir.

— Orion. — Marlborough,

— Resolution. — Royal Oak.

— Bellona. — Alfred.

— Fagle. — Sceptre.

— Inpetueux. — Achille.

— Revenge. 38 Imperieuse,

— Hero. — Rota.

— Valiant. — Perlen,

— Illustrious. 36 Aigle.

— Venerable. — Dryad.

— Superb. — Pallas.
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Thais. Vesuvius.

ſºil. Bombs - - - Devastation.

Plover. Daring.

Redpole. - Linnet.

Sloops -- * Fleche. Gun-brigs -{º,
Hawke. Porgey.

º Magnet. Hired cutter, Gaubier; and four

Harpy. gun-boats.

Under Cupiain Plampin.

No.of Guns.

74 Courageux. Sabrina.

— Princess of Orange. Sloops - - - - Cretan.

64 Leyden. Bomb Thunder.

50 Isis. ombs --- Etna.

- Adamant. Safeguard.

Gun-brigs - i.44 Ulysses.

- And 78 gun-boats.— Serapis.

No. 15, is a letter from Mr. Pole to Sir R. Strachan, dated July 8, direct

ing him to order Lord Gardner, with the ships as per note,” off Flushing,

to watch the motions of the enemy in the Scheldt; and adding, that the

Centaur had also been ordered, by telegraph, off Flushing.

No. 16, is an order, from Mr. Pole, for sending a proportion of the Con

greve rockets, in the Ceres transport.

No. 17, dated July 11, is a letter from Lord Castlereagh to the Admi

ralty, desiring to know the amount of the naval force that could be appro

priated to the intended expedition, and also the number of troops that

might be received on board the ships of war.

No. 18, of the same date, is an answer to the above; stating, that the

subjoined force, under the orders of Sir R. Strachan, could be immediately

appropriated; that 25,000 men could be conveyed in the ships of war; and

that directions had been given to Sir R. Strachan, to Inake arrangements

for receiving 15,000 troops on board at Spithead, 7,000 in the Downs, and

3,000 at the Nore.

“ 35 Sail of the line.

2 Ships of 50 guns.

3 Ships of 44 guns.

18 Frigates.

33 Sloops.

5 Bomb-vessels.

“Together with the craft employed at his Majesty's dock-yards."

23 Gun-brigs (5 carrying mortars.)

17 hired cutters.

14 Revenue vessels.

5 Tenders.

82 Gun-boats.

No. 19, is an Order in Council, of July 12, for a general embargo.

No. 20, of the same date, relates to the same subject.

* Blake, Dannemark, Audacious, Victorious, Repulse, Theseus, St.

HDomingo. º
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No. 21, from Vice-admiral Campbell to Mr. Pole, dated Agincourt,

Downs, July 15, contains, as an enclosure, the following

“Arrangement for the Embarkation of troops in the Downs.

Agincourt. --- 900

Monmouth - - *{ 4th Foot -- 1 Battalion, 1,008

Powerful - - - - 600 U 4th — -- 2 – 930

York - - - - - - 600 TE

Serapis ------ 300 6th – -- 1— 971 . To be embark

Venerable - - - 300 50th — ... 1 —— 853 ed in the

Lavinia ----- 800 91st — -- 1 —— 520 × º º

Salsette - - - - 300 - 2.944 ººw.

Statira ...... 300 9th — ... 1 —— 932

Bucephalus -- 300 38th — -- 1 —— 750

Heroine ---- 300 42d —. -- — 799

St. Fiorenzo. 800 Tºi

Thalia ----- - 300 6,763.J

Circe ------- 300

Terpsichore -- 390

Amethyst - - - - 200

Camilla - - - - 100

No. 22, is an extract of a letter from Captain Jones to Mr. Pole, dated

Nore, July 16; announcing the arrival of 59 flat-bottom boats from Chat

ham; the ordering of the Bermuda and Centinel to the Downs, with six

flat boats each ; and the receipt of a telegraph message—“Namur and

Nymphen to the Downs with flat-boats; all other ships at the Nore to

Ramsgate Roads and Downs.”

In No. 23, dated July 16, Sir Roger Curtis announces the completion of

the embarkation of the troops under his care.

Nos. 24 and 25, dated July 16 and 17, from Vice-admiral Campbell to

Mr. Pole, announce the embarkation, in detail, of the troops at IRamsgate

and in the Downs.

No. 26, is as follows:—

“Orderfrom the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to Sir R. Strachan,

dated 17th july 1809.

(Most Secret.) -

“By the Commissioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &c.

“Whereas there is reason to believe, from a variety of accounts that have

been received from Holland, and from the reports of many persons who

have lately passed through Flanders, and also from the observations made

by the cruizers under your orders, and the statements that have from time
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to time been transmitted to us of the situation of the enemy's force in

the Scheidt, that a successful attack might be made upon the enemy's

fleet in that river, and upon the Arsenals at Flushing, Terneuse, and

Antwerp, the destruction of which is of the utmost importance to this

country; and whereas it has been determined to equip an expedition

upon a very extensive scale, the land force of which will consist of thirty

five thousand infantry, four regiments of cavalry, and a proportionate

quantity of artillery: and whereas we have thought proper that you

shall conmand the naval part of this expedition, you are hereby re

quired and directed to take under your command the ships and vessels

named in the enclosed list, whose Captains and Commanders have been

directed to follow your orders; and you are to observe the following in

structions: º

“1st.—You are to consider the capture and destruction of the whole of the

enemy's ships afloat in the Scheldt or building at Antwerp, the demo

lition of their dock yards and arsenals at Antwerp, Terueuse,and Flushing,

and the rendering, if possible, the Scheldt no longer navigable for ships

of war, as the objects for which the force under your command, in co

operation with the army, is destined to accomplislf.

“2d.—In order to supply the great and unavoidable deficiency of trans

ports for the reception of so numerous an army, we have thought pro

per to direct, that a large proportion of the troops shall be embarked on

board his Majesty's ships; you are therefore to order the ships and ves

sels under your command to receive on board the troops named in the en

closed paper, marked A, disposing of them in the proportions arranged

in the aforesaid paper, or in any other mode which may appear to you

most beneficial for his Majesty's service. And for the more convenient

accommodation of the troops, you are hereby authorized to remove

the lower-deck guns from any of the line-of-battle ships placed under

your orders. -

“3d.—In the arrangement for the conveyance of the troops on board his

Majesty's ships, it is proposed that fifteen thousand troops should be

embarked at Spithead, on board the ships of the line, frigates, and

sloops at that anchorage. This force is intended for the reduction of

the island of Walcheren, and it has thus been distributed on board the

larger ships of war, in order that this division of the army may be

readily landed, and that the ships of that description may be exposed

as little as possible to the intricate navigation of the Scheldt. You will

avail yourself of every opportunity of collecting the vessels of the

country for the further conveyance of the troops employed in the

first instance in the island of Walcheren; and you are, as far as pos

sible, to make your arrangements in such a manner as may enable you

at the same time that you afford the most effectual assistance to the army

in the reduction of the island of Walcheren, to take care that the

line-of-battle ships employed in the conveyance of troops for that en

terprise, may not be pushed higher up the river than may be abso

lutely necessary for that object; and you are to bear in mind, that

fºst. Ibron, Čioſ, XXIII. s
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although in carrying on the subsequent operations in the Scheldt, the

services of the officers and men belonging to these ships may be want

ed for gun-boats, launches, or flat boats, to assist the army on shore,

or for other services, the ships themselves are not to be risked amidst

the shoals and narrows of the river, unless you shall deem it to be

absolutely necessary for giving effectual aid to the army, or for destroying

the chemy's fleet; objects which would, however, justify such risk.

“ 4th.-You are to keep a sufficient number of ships at the Nore, to re

ceive the proportion of the army consisting of three thousand men, in

tended to be embarked in his Majesty's ships at that anchorage, with

directions to join you in the downs the moment the troops shall be em

barked; but, as it is of importance that the line of battle ships attached

to your squadron, now in the downs, should be kept in all respects fit

for the most effective service, as they may be required for attacking bat

teries, for covering the landing of the troops in Walcheren, and to attend

the army in its progress up the river, for the purpose of keeping in check

the enemy's line-of-battle ships, or of attacking them if practicable;

You are not to embark more than two hundred soldiers in any

of the said ships of the line, the remainder of the seven thousand

troops, destincti to be conveyed by ships of war from the downs,

must be distributed in such manner as you may judge best for

his Majesty's service, among the frigates and other ships and vessels

of war. -

“ 5th.-In the distribution and arrangement of the force placed under your

command, you are to use your discretion, dividing and classing the

whole in the Inanner you may judge to be best for the accomplishment of

the various services to be performed in co-operation with the army.

It will, however, be necessary that you should have the gun-boats

which will be attached to you under the particular management of officers

specially appointed; a post captain and three commanders, with a com

petent number of lieutenants, are placed under your orders for that ser

vice accordingly.

“Should you find it necessary to make any additions to, or alterations in

this arrangement, you are hereby authorized so to do; bearing in mind

that it is our intention that the gun-boats should be made as efficient and

formidable as possible.

“ 6th-The bomb vessels and mortar boats, and the rocket ships

and vessels “” “* * * * * * * * * are to be employed at your dis

cretlon.

“ 7th.-Your progress up the Scheldt will be materially facilitated by the

occupation of the island of south Beveland and Cadsand by divisions of

the army, to be nearly at the same time that the landing takes place in

Walcheren. The progress of the troops through the island of south Beve

land will secure the north bank of the Scheldt, and will afford important

protection to the officers employed, to ascertain and buoy the channel

of the river.

“ 8th. The Sinall vessels attending your fleet, such as revenue cutters,
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fighters, and buoy boats from the dock-yards, under the direction of

masters attendant, and supplied with anchors, cables, hawsers, buoys,

&c. &c. together with a great number of tenders and other small craft,

we trust will enable you to surmount the obstacles that present them

selves to the progress of the ships of war and transports; and we rely

upon your taking every precaution which these ample means can af

ford, to render the navigation of the Scheldt as simple and secure as

the nature of the service will permit. For this purpose you will

employ a part of your force, under a discreet officer, to precede the

fleet, and to buoy the channel; using such precautions, and taking such

measures, as may be necessary for the effectual execution of this ser

vice. In addition to these resources, it will be extremely desirable

that you should, on entering the Scheldt, use your best endeavours to

obtain, by every possible means in your power, pilots or others persons

acquainted with the navigation of the river; who would not only be of

great service to you in buoying the channel, but might possibly afford va

luable information respecting the situation of the enemy's ships, flotilla,

&c. &c.; and also with respect to the nature of the shore, where it inay

be intended to land the troops. For the greater chance of accomplish

ing this object, and to prevent any vessels whatever from Inaking

their escape from the neighbourhood of Flushing, it is expedient that you

should push a sufficient force above the town immediately on your ap

proaching the island of Walcheren. -

“9th.-You will take care so to arrange the ships of war and transports un

der your orders, as to be at all times in a state to re-embark the troops in

case of necessity, or to bring them off when the service shall be termi

nated.

* 10th.-The hazardous situation in which the enemy's naval force in the

Scheldt will be placed by the appearance of a powerful hostile armament

in that river, renders it probable that they may resort to the use of fire

vessels of various descriptions; against this mode of attack you are to

take every precaution which can be devised; and we rely upon the re

sources of your prudence and judgment for frustrating any such attempt

on the part of the enemy.

“And whereas the King has been pleased to appoint Lieutenent-general

the Earl of Chatham, K.G. to command the military Force to be employ

ed on this service, and to give him instructions for his guidance in the high

and important trusts thereby reposed in him; We send you herewith

for your information a copy of the said instructions as transmitted to us

by Viscount Castlereagh, one of his Majesty's principal secretaries of

state, in his letter of the 16th instant; and in pursuance of his Majesty's

commands signified to us by the said letter, we do hereby require and

direct you to co-operate with the said General and Commander of the

Forces in all matters appertaining to such operations, as by the above

mentioned instructions he has been commanded to undertake for his

Majesty's service, and to exert your utmost endeavours for the due ex

ecution of the services, particularly set forth in those instructions, so far

as the same may depend upon you.
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“We have the most firm reliance upon your promoting, to the utmost of

your power, a spirit of harmony and unanimity, and upon your enforcing

the importance of maintaining a perfect good understanding with the army;

the cordial co-operation of the two services being essential to the happy

and successful issue of this great enterprise.

* Given under our hands the 17th July 1809.

(Signed) MULGRAVE,

-
R. BICKERTON,

* To Sir R. J. Strachan, Bart. and K.B. W. DOMATT,

“Rear Admiral of the White, &c. &c. R. MOORSOM.

“By Command of their Lordships,

(Signed) W. W. Pole.”

The paper A, mentioned in the above Order, relates to the arrangements

for receiving the troops, as caplained in No. 18.

The first enclosure referred to in No. 26, is as follows:-

List of Ships and Vessels, &c. under the Orders ºf Sir Richard John

Strachan, Bart. and K.B.

Admiralty Office, 17th July, 1809.

--

Rate NAME. Rate NAME. Rare. NAME =

--

74 St. Domingo 74 |Marlborough 36 |Nymphenº

- Dannemark — |Royal Oak — Dryad ---

– Victorious — Alfred 32 |Heroine -

- Blake – Sceptre — |Bucephalus

— Audacious — Achille — Aimable

- Iſheseus — INamur — Pallas

- Repulse 64 Leyden — Circe

— Powerful — Agincourt 20 Camilla

— Superb — |Monmouth Sloop Zenobia

— Centaur 50 |Isis - — Calliope

— Venerable – Adamant t - Britomart .

- Valiant 44 Weymouth - Sarpen.

— York — Ulysses — Skylark

80. Caesar — Serapis – Onyx'

74 Courageux 38 |Imperieuse – Drake

- Princess of Orangeſ — Rota - - IRaven

— |Monarch — Perlen – IPilot

— libelleisle - Lavinia - Thais

— lorion - Clyde - Plover

— Resolution --|Amethyst - Redpole

— Jºellona - Fisgard - Flèche

— |Eagle - Statira - |Magnet

- Impetueux – thussar — Harpy

— Revenge 36 Euryalus -Sabrina

– 1Hero — Salsette || – Trompeus:

- |Illustrious — St. Fiorenzo | – |Royalist

– Ganges — Thalia – Challenger

– Aboukir - Aigle | - Pandora.
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Rate NAME. Rate RATE, Rate. RATE

Sloop. Beagle | H.C. Britannia Tons.

– Fly | – |Gambier TenderAnn 78

- Crocus - Fancy - Nepean 77

- Cherokee – Active - Flora 60

- Cordelia — Dover — Bee tº

-|Badger – IPoll Woolwich Tender

- Raleigh — Flying Fish Deptford do.

- IReindeer R.W. Success and

– Peacock – Leopard 82 gun-boats

— Roſario – Vigilant

– Apelles – Lively.—Customs

Bonn. Hound – Lively.—Excise Royal George light

– Thunder – Vulture er

- Lºtna — Hound Deptford

– TVesuvius – Hawke Grasshopper

- |Devastation - Swallow Swallow longboat

G.B. Redbreast – Rose

– safeguard – Fox

– litebuff - Greyhound Lighter, No. 1.

- Linnet – |Industry Long boat

— [Daring – Shark

– Sprightly

— Indignant - Goodwill lighter

- Desperate Stationed at He- Medway do.

— Charger ligoland. Long boat, No. 2.

- Bold

– Bloodhound Sloops Mosquito

--lºurious - Briseis Lively

- Cracker L-Ephira Sailing lighter

- Fearless G.B. Richmond Well boat

– JGallant - 1Bruizer Busy boat

– Attack - |Exertion

- Protector – IPincher

— lºncounter — Paz Thames

— Mariner - Censor

– liviartial - Basilisk

– Pilchard - |Brevdrageren - Hamoaze.

- Cuckoo — Blazer Busy Boat.

- § H.C. Princess Augusta

H.C. Nymph — Lord Nelson

— Countess of Elgin – Alert

— Speculator — lidas

– Concord Tons

– Betsey |Tender Yºham 76

- Ann - Alert" 65

— King George - Alnwick Packet 8

- Favourite - Elizabeth tºº

- Resolution -Sally 70

– "Black Joke – Hope cº
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- - - -

The following is the second enclosure, relating to revenue cutters, &c.

Tons. At whatYard. OBSERVATIONS.

Mr. Robb, master attendant, to be sent in the

Deptford, with a 36-gun frigate's anchor (stock

ed), to be put on board her with the usual gear

for weighing anchors, and two frigates cables.

106

: 100 l -

- 104 | Deptford

32

Mr. Langston, superintending master, to be em

130 Chat! barked in her with a 36-gun frigate's anchor
latliam (stocked) and two cables, with the usual gear

- for weighing anchors.

Mr. Moubray, superintending master, to be em

... 109 barked with a 36-gun frigate's anchor (stocked)
Sheerness

! and two cables, with the usual gear for weighing

- auchors. *

} ſ Mr. Brºwn, master attendant, to embark with a

* Portsmouth 36-gun frigate's anchor (stocked) with the usual

so l gear for weighing anchors.

55 - Mr. Whidby, master attendant, to go in the
40 } Woolwich { Thames.

Mr. Douglas, master attendant, to embark with
* glas,

158 Plymouth a 36-gun frigate's anchor (stocked) and two
49 ymo cables, with the usual gear for weighing an–

| 8 b*****o

Cl10ts,

Small anchors. 100 buoys.

Rope for slings.

Cables to be put on board the craft.

The third enclosure is his Majesty's instructions to the Earl of Chatham,

in conformity with the Order to Sir R. Strachan. The following passage,

after enumerating the objects of the Expedition, is chiefly important :—

“If the attainment of all the above-mentioned objects should be ren

dered impossible, by the enemy's collecting in such strength as to render

perseverance inconsistent with the security of the army; you are, in that

case, to use your utmost endeavours, in concert with the officer command

ing the naval force, to secure as many of the objects as circumstances

will permit; and as soon as the service shall be completed, or such part

thereof as is attainable, you will take immediate measures for re-embarking

the army and returning with it to England, leaving a sufficient force to

maintain possession of the island of Walcheren till our further pleasure

shall be signified.”
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No. 27, dated July 17, is a direction from the Admiralty to the Navy

Board, to contnunicate with Mr. Congreve.

No. 28, dated July 20, from Mr. Pole to Rear-admiral Otway, directs

the latter to proceed with the expedition to the Downs, the moment the

whole shall be ready, and the wind fair. -

No. 29, dated July 21, from Mr. Pole to Sir R. Strachan, directs the

latter to hire the boats belonging to the smugglers, on the best terms in his

power, to assist the service.

No. 30, dated Royal William, Spithead, July 21, from Sir R. Curtis to

Mr. Pole, announces that the easterly wind prevents the sailing of Admiral

Otway.

No. 31, dated July 24,from Mr. Pole to Rear-admiral Otway,directs that

officer to tide it with the armament from Spithead to the Downs, but to

return to Spithead, should it come on to blow strong from the eastward.

No. 32, is a letter from the Navy Board to Mr. Croker, dated January

29, 1810, stating, that 159 flat oats were issued for the service of the

expedition, in July hast : besides which, each ship of war that went on the

expedition had her own launch, which was applicable to the landing of

troops.

t (To be continued.)

PLATE CCCIV.

THE city of Antwerp, at this time an object of peculiar interest and

curiosity, is situated in a large plain, on the eastern side of the Scheldt,

in lat. 51 deg. 13 min. N. long. 4 deg. 20 min. E. from London." It is

surrounded by a wall, and regular fortifications. The citadel, which, as

appears from the annexed plate, is of a pentagonal form, was built by the

infamous Philip Alvarez de Toledo, Duke of Alva, agreeably to the or

ders of Philip the second King of Spain, in the latter part of the sixteenth

century. It stands upon a rising ground; and the primary object of its erec

tion was, to overawe the citizens.

The probable success of our late expedition to the Scheldt, as to its main

and ulterior objects, seems to have turned chiefly on the practicability of

carrying Antwerp by a coup-de-muin. Most of our military commanders,

who were consulted on the occasion, gave their opinion in the negative,

and the event may be regarded as a proof of the correctness of theirjudg

ment. The Earl of Chatham was satisfied upon this point, as early as

the 29th of last August, when he officially apprized Ministers, that the

* A brief description of the City of Antwerp, accompanied by a Map of

the southern part of the United Provinces, appears in the XXIId Volume

of The Naval Chronicle, page 132; and, at page 324 of the same

Volune, is a corresponding Map of the northern part of the United Pro

vinces,
-
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possession of Antwerp could be obtained only by a regular siege, to which

his army was unequal; and that, without the fall of that fortress, the ul"

terior object of the expedition, the destruction of the French fleet, was

placed beyond our reach.

With the view of elucidating the subject, Mr. Hutchinson (on the 12th

of February) moved for the following documents, in the house of Com

mons:—Any plan, or plans, in the possession of Ministers, of the fortifica

tions of Antwerp the same, with regard to forts Lillo and Liefkenshoek;

and the substance of all the intelligence possessed by Ministers, relative to

the defences of Antwerp.–These motions, however, were over-ruled, on

the grounds, that the necessary information would be submitted to the

secret committee which had been appointed by the House; and that it would

be more decorous to wait till their report should be before the House.”

The report of the committee alluded to not having been made public,

the following extract from a number of the Moniteur, published in the

early part of last October, will perhaps be found (making due allowance

for exaggeration) to contain the most correct information upon the subject,

which can at present be produced :-

“It was necessary,” says the Moniteur, “to take Antwerp ! The Eng

lish, who for this long time past have not travelled upon the Continent,

consulted information collected six years ago, and imagined that Antwerp

was still an open town, as it was when it was only a trading port; they

did not take into their calculation the works of these latter years, especi

ally those which the Emperor has caused to be raised since his journey to

Antwerp. Upon establishing a dock-yard in that town, he ordered its for

tifications to be again raised; it is now surrounded by a bastioned ram

part. The ditch filled with water which covers this rampart, has been re

paired; the left of the town is covered by an immense inundation, which

removes the approaches upwards of 1500 fathoms; the right is supported

by the citadel, which is a fine piece of fortification; upon this front seve

ral works have been established; among others, a fine half moon with its

counterscarp. Upon the left bank of the Scheldt there are no houses, but

the Head of Flanders has been re-established, and its works are protected

by an inundation of 2000 fathoms in extent. The English could not, there

fore, take Antwerp without besieging it, without methodically opening the

trenches, without working on through the inundations and marshes, in

short, without having investcd the town; and if they must invest it on

both sides, they would require to have two armies:—1st. One between

the Head of Flanders and the town of St. Nicholas, opposite to Brussels

and to the road of France; indeed we know no General bold enough to

take this position with less than 80,000 infantry and between 8 and 10,000

eavalry, since he must have to withstand the army which should arrive

from France, and the troops which should stretch out from the Head of

* It is said to have been proved, before the Secret Committee; that

there were only 400 troops at Antwerp, on the 25th of July; but that 6000

wnarched in, on the 5th of August. -
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Flanders, that is to say the whole garrison of Antwerp, which in a com

bined attack, would sally out on that side. 2d. On the side of the town,

the investment could not reasonably take place with an army of less than

40,000 men, having in front a corps of observation, to keep in check the

army of the Duke of Valmy, assembled at Maestricht, which would draw

near Antwerp, and having another corps towards Bergen-op Zoom agains

the Dutch. It would, therefore, have been easier for Lord Chatham to

take Brussels, to march against Ghent, and to advance as far as Flan

ders, leaving Antwerp and the French army behind him, than to under

take to invest Antwerp and besiege it.

“On the other side of the river, the following are the obstacles which must

have stopped the English:

“1st. Fort Frederic and Fort Doel, each mounting fifteen 36 pounders;

after these Fort Lillo and the Fort of Liefkenshoek, each mounting sixty

36 pounders, and ten mortars; and behind a line of eighty gun-boats and

pinnaces, mounting two hundred 24 pounders. Now, every sensible man

that knows that there is only a distance of 600 fathoms between Fort

Lillo and the Fort of Liefkenshoek, which is opposite to it, perceives that

this passage cannot be forced. With regard to fire-ships, it is well known

that fire-ships and infernal machines are infectual : the infernal machine

which was let off at St. Malo had no effect: these sorts of explosions were

never able to shake a rampart. An estacado had been established, which

secured our gun-boats from fire-ships. In fine, we had also fire-ships; six

teen were in readiness, and we were going to avail ourselves of the first

favourable occasion to send them against the English. Besides, to make use

of fire-ships, it would have been necessary to approach within 500 fathoms

of the town, since from Lillo to Antwerp the Scheldt makes four elbows,

which would have prevented fire-ships from being directed from any greater

distance. -

“On the sea side in like manner no success could be hoped for: but ad

mitting that by the combination of the effects of the land and sea, Lillo and

Liefkenshoek had been carried, which supposes two regular sieges, the

enemy would directly after have met with three other barriers to be

forced; the Pearl fort, ſort St Philip, and fort St Mary. All these forts

are covered by inundations, and each of them would have required a sepa

rate siege. These different operations could not have taken place without

losing 40 days more, and supposing that by the 20th of October the land

and sea forces had been able to approach within 2000 fathoms of Ant

werp, they still required three months more to take the town. With regard

to the squadron, it was entirely shut up within the town, up and down

the river, protecting Antwerp, and protected by it. The taking of Ant

werp was, therefore, a thing impossible for Lord Chatham; an operation

much more difficult to be effected, than the occupation of a quarter of

France.”

Ciau. CIbron. (Itoi, XXIII. T
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NAVAL LITERATURE.

-

The Present State of Turkey; or a Description of the Political, Civil, and

Religious, Constitution, Government, and Laws of the Ottoman Empire;

the Finances, Military and Nºval Establishments; the State of Learning,

and of the Liberal and Mechanical Arts; the Manners and Domestic

Economy of the Turks and other Subjects of the Grand Seignor, &c. &c.

Together with the Geographical, Political, and Civil State of the Princi

patities of Moldavia and Wallachia. From Observations made, during a

Residence ºf fifteen Years in Constantinople and the Turkish Provinces.

By Thomas ThoaxTox, Esq. 1809.

(Concluded from page 54.)

IIE introductory chapter, from which we have taken the

preceding account of the battle of Lepanto (page crxxix)

is concluded by a very rapid sketch indeed of the two last reigns

of Sultans, Abdul-Hamed, and Selim III. which are despatched in

hardly more than the same number of pages; and it takes leave of

Othman history at the peace of Yassi, 1791, with the following

brief apology (page coxxix) for omitting any mention of that

important series of political transactions which have followed the

dismemberment of the Krimea.

“The Ottomans endeavoured to keep aloof from the storm which was pro

duced by the French revolution, and convulsed the governments of Europe;

but the invasion of Egypt compelled them to depart from their system of

neutrality. The French retained possession of that country during three

years; and it was restored to the dominion of the Porte only by the victo

ries of the English. The circumstances which led to these memorable

events are intimately blended with the general history of Europe; and the

interest of the narrative could not be preserved, without a review ofthe chan

ges which had taken place among the continental states during a period of

almost universal hostility. The plan of the present work forbids me to

enter on the subject, and further obliges me to pass over without notice the

expeditions which were afterwards undertaken by the English themselves

against Constantinople and Alexandria.”

The above are the author's reasons for passing in silence over

the whole period of the last war on the revolution—over such

events as an alliance and a rupture with his own country—the

navigation and trade of the Black Sea, in which, if we are not

misinformed, he has himself adventured—the deliverance of Pales
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time and of Egypt by his countrymen. The circumstances which

led to these are no doubt blended with the history of Europe; but

we cannot help thinking them so much more intimately connected

with the state of Turkey, and with the political interests of

England, that we can hardly bring ourselves to acquiesce in

Mr. Thornton's excuse for leaving such a chasm. The best hopes

we have of seeing this filled up now rest upon the zealous and

accurate investigator of the tomb of Alexander. Dr. E. D. Clarke,

whose Oriental travels are promised to the public, and which we

look for with equal impatience and confidence.

Still, Mr. Thornton's book is such an addition to statistical

Jiterature, and he is so cminently successful in detecting the mis

takes and inconsistencies which abound in some other works that

had obtained a sort of authority in public opinion, (we allude

more particularly to his just castigation of a book made by a

Mr. Eton, to serve a certain purpose) that we are really sorry to

see our intention of a more copious and methodical reierence to

these volumes interfered with by that sudden pressure of pro

fessional matter produced by the pending parliamentary inquiry,

and imperiously imposing upon us a discharge of duty. We must

therefore wind up the information contained in the present state

of Turkey of any importance to our naval readers, as concisely as

the nature of the subject will permit.

The 29th page of the first Volume contains the following

remarks on the Turkish navy, which we believe to be not at all ill

founded.

“The Turkish forces at sea havn always been contemptible. During the

siege of Constantinople, their navy, cºnsisting of three hundred vessels,

was baffled by one Imperial, and four Genoese, ships, which threw succours

of men and supplics of provisions into the capital. Sandys says, “that

they did not hazard the revenue of Egypt by sea, for fear of the Floren

times, who, with six ships, had kept the bottom of the straits for three

years." Their disasters, in their several sea-fights with the Venetians and

the Russians, are well known; and in their late co-operation with the

English, during the Egyptian campaign, the contrast was striking, between

the beauty of their ships, and the ignorance and timidity of their officers

and people.

“Mr. Eton, and Mr. Griffiths in a still more recent publication, venture

to describe the present state of the Turkish navy from the remarks of Baron

de Tott, or from their own transient observations made twenty years ago.

The Turks, indeed, although the canon-nameh of Sultan Soliman contains

*y regulations for the improvement of their navy, considered it as an

*ject of inferior importance, until the destruction of ticir fleet by the
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Russians in the harbour of Tcheshmeh. Since that event the government

has occupied itself seriously in the establishment of a respectable naval

force, and the zeal which the celebrated Hassan Pasha first displayed in

this branch of service, has been inherited by all who have succeeded him in

the post of capudan pasha : so that such language as the following cannot

now be applied with truth to any department of the marine service of the

Ottomans. “High-decked vessels, the lower tier laid under water with the

least wind, entangled rigging, bad cordage and pullies, thirty men in the

gun-room to move the tiller, encumbered decks, and guns without equality

in the calibre.”

“I went on board some ships of war on their return from a cruise in the

Black Sea, in the year 1790, and certainly saw a confusion which it is

impossible to describe. It was a perfect bazar, or market place, and shops

were erected all round the between-decks, with no apparent intention of

removing them. De Tott says, with an affected levity, which is highly un

becoming when describing the manners of a nation, “that the proposition

to lower the decks was rejected, on account of the height of their turbans,

and that of raising the mast, because it would occasion the vessel to heel,

and incommode the crew.” But the fault was in those who suggested suci,

improvements without sufficiently correcting the pertness of manner which

outweighed, at least in the estimation of Turks, the merit of their advice.

Why should improvements, so evidently necessary, have been rejected, at

the same period, when, upon proposing a new school for mathematics, it

was immediately established Upon pointing out the use of the bayonet,

the bayonet was adopted. Upon De Tott's suggestion, a machine was

erected for masting vessels. A new foundery of cannon was built. A

body of artillery-men was instituted, and forts were erected on the northern

shores of the Bosphorus, to secure the passage of the Black Sea. The mild

ness of manners of a French ship-builder of the name of Le Brun, whom

Hussein Pasha engaged in the Ottoman service, removed every obstacle to

the exertion of his great abilities, and in a short space of time a complete

reform was introduced into the department which he superintended.

“Their navy now consists of several good ships, built by Europeans, or

from European models, but manned by people unaccustomed to the sea.

They have not yet formed any plan for educating and training up seamen,

though the Propontis is well adapted for naval evolutions, and might be

made an excellent school of practical navigation. Their officers, not having

passed through the different ranks, merit no higher estimation than the

common men; indeed, almost the whole business of the ship is performed

by the slaves, or by the Greeks who are retained upon wages. Those

accustomed to the strict subordination and punctilious formalities established

in the armies and navies of other European powers, may smile perhaps at

hearing, that the captain of a man of war has been cuffed in public by the

admirai's own hand for a slight offence. I remember too to have seen a

journal kept by an Englishman (an adventurer who served on board the

Turkish fleet in the Black Sea, during a cruise in the year 1700) which

contained the following remark. “This day the admiral amused hiu self

with playing at chess on the quarter-deck with a common sailor.”
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It is by no means our intention to insinuate anything like a

charge of plagiarism against the author in an invidious sense: but

the following passage (Vol. 2, page 185)

“Every traveller must have noticed,(though Dumont appears to be the first

who has recorded the observation,that the Turkish usages are strikingly con

trasted with our own. This dissimilitude, which pervades the whole of their

habits,is so general,even in things of apparent insignificance,as almost to indi

cate design rather than accident. The whole exterior of the Oriental is differ

ent from ours. The European stands firm and erect, his head drawn back,

his chest protruded, the point of the foot turned outwards, and the knees

straight. The attitude of the Turk is less remote from nature, and in each

of these respects approaches nearer to the models which the antient sta

tuaries appear to have copied. Their robes are large and loose, entirely

concealing the contour of the human form, encumbering motion, and ill

adapted to manly exercise. Our close and short dresses, calculated for

promptitude of action, appear in their eyes to be wanting both in dignity

and nodesty. ------------------------------------------ --

They affect a grave and sedate exterior: their amusements are all of the

tranquil kind; they confound with folly the noisy expression of gayety :

they even feel satisfaction in silence :” &c. &c.

coincides so remarkably with a paragraph in a very old acquain

tance, that we must be excused for saying we think Mr. T. might

have taken this occasion to pay due literary honours to Aaron

Hill as well as to Dumont. The similarity of idea is so striking,

that we have copied it for the reader to make the the same com

parison : — 4

“ In every action of their lives, the Turks oppose the European customs;

they wear long cloaths, we wear show t ones; we in salutation of a friend

esteem it rudencss not to bow with head uncovered; they receive that point

of breeding as the greatest and most base ºff ont that can be put upon them ;

we esteem a bending of the body graceful and obliging, they interpret it a

mean acknowledgment of our inferiority to whom a c speak ; thºu love sadness

and a grave deportment, we love gayety and briskness of behaviour. Every

thing in short is carried on directly opposile to both our humours and our

customs,” &c.

We have been obliged to turn all the way to the appendix at

the end of Vol. 2, for any description of the Black Sea, and began

almost to fear our author had overlooked that lake, till we found its

existence, together with that of its interesting outlets, the Bospho

* A full and just account of the present state of the Ottoman Empire,

by Aaron Hill. London, 1733. Folio. Page 89.
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rus and the Hellespont, recognised, although not as we think in

detail adequate to their importance. Page 401.

“ The names of Pontus and Axenus indicate the wide diffusion, and

secluded position of the Euxine sea in the earlier ages of the world. Its

shores, in many parts, show evident proofs of having laia for ages im

merscd in its boson; but naturalists have not yet determined, by actual

researches, the height to which its waters had formerly risen; nor have

they ascertained what vestiges of marine depositions are yet discoverable

in the surrounding countries. I regret, that my knowledge was too imper

fect for me to avail myself of the opportunities which my travels have

afforded. I have observed, however, that the plain of Little Tartary,

which is elevated considerably above the level of the sea, has for its basis

a mass of calcarcous matter, of so recent a composition as not yet to have

assumed the hardness and compactness of stone. The deep ravins which

form the only exception to the uniformity of this extensive plain, descend

from a great distance in right lines towards the sea-coast without intersect

ing each other, as though their channels had been originally traced by

torrents discharged from the lakes and great bodies of water which were

separated from the sea on the sudden contraction of its surface, and have

since been enlarged by the gradual operation of time and the elements.

The borders of the Danube, even as high as Buda, exhibit strong indica

tions, that the plains of Hungary were once the bottom of a marsh, while

the water of the river was prevented from flowing off by the height of the

Euxine sea. The inland parts of the lioemus and the Carpathian moun

tains resemble head-lands and bays of the sea, and some modern travellers

have observed vestiges of labour in the higher part of the mountains of the

Crimca, the object of which appears to have been the security of shipping.

We have besides, the testimony of ancient authors: Diodorus Siculus

relates, that the inundation of the Propontis, when it burst through the

straits of the Hellespont, ascended even to the higher part of the moun

tains of Samothrace: the effect of the deluge may probably be exaggerated

in this instance, yet the foundation of the tradition, corroborated as it is by

the physical and geographical state of the country, cannot reasonably be

questioned. Future inquiries may tend to establish the hypothesis, and to

determine, whether the waters gradually prepared their new passage, or

whether they suddenly overwhelmed the intervening country, and after

wards subsided to their present level. If such were their progress, the

traces of their violence must still be perceptible to the scrutimizing eyes of

a scientific and experienced observer. The channel of the Bosphorus was

perhaps prepared by the rivulets which flow from both the ranges of its

hills, the streams of which were probably more copious when thcir sources

were sunk beneath the level of the Euxine sea, and received in greater pro

fusion the filtering, of its waters. The basin of the Propontis must have

been previously a lake, as it was the receptacle of the streams of the

Granicus, the Esepus, the Rhyndacus, and the other rivers which descend

from Ida and Olympus. The shores which surround the ºthern extre

mity of the Bosphorus are said to cxhibit volcanic appearances, and Jeulon
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strations of the operation of fire. If this be clearly ascertained, the pro

cess of nature in the formation of these seas may in a great degree be

traced.

“The lake of the Propontis, secure within the barriers of the Bosphorus

and the Hellespont, laid open to the wants and wishes of Constantinople an

uninterrupted communication with the fertile shores of Asia Minor, and the

rich commerce of its harvests and vintages. The straits of the Hellespont

protected the Imperial dignity from foreign insult, and extended the

Imperial sway to the Pillars of Hercules, and the remotest regions of the

Mediterranean sea.

“The Hellespont is longer and wider than the Bosphorus, and exhibits the

bolder character of a sea in its course between the hills of Ida and the

Thracian Chersonesus. Its shores, and those of the neighbouring Ægean

sea, were illustrated by the achievements of the earliest heroes; and were

adorned by the taste and munificence of Alexander of Macedon. They

contended for superiority with Rome and Byzantium in the minds of

Augustus and Constantine. The Asiatic promontories preserved the ashes

and the memory of Achilles and Ajax, which were protected by the venera

tion of antiquity, but have not escaped the violation of modern curiosity.

The mortal existence of Achilles has been denied, and the repose of his

earthly relics has been disturbed by profane researches; but his immorta

lity is secured in the Elysium of Homer's numbers.”

We have already animadverted on the exclusion of many

interesting topics from the plan of the present work. And we

feel ourselves the more justified in pointing out the total omission

of any information in the article in question, concerning the

admission of the English flag into the Black Sea, because the

NAvAL CHRoNicLE * has supplied that deficiency, and our

knowledge was derived from a source certainly more accessible to

the author, than to us, namely, the archives of the Levant Com

pany, of which he is a member.

This work made its first appearance about two years ago, in

the fashionable form of quarto; which, although naturally a

favourite with the booksellers, we are inclined to consider, with

reference to literature, as mere library furniture. Our more intimate

acquaintance with it has been postponed till this second edition in

octavo,which is so much improved in many respects,besides the con

veniency of form, that we sincerely wish its success may encourage

Mr. Thornton to put forth a third; and that he will avail himself

of such opportunity to give his plan a measure of extension pro

portioned to the magnitude of the subject. -

* Wide Naval Chronicle, Vol. XXI. page 210.
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The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

Falco N.E.R.

E L E G Y,

Written before Flushing, on the Night previous to the Bombardment.

SLOW from the bosom of the silent deep,

The Moon, emerging, casts her liquid light,

Stretch'd on the sward the tir’d soldiers sleep,

Recruiting nature 'gainst the morning's fight.

Majestic, o'er the level of the main,

Close to the Fort, Britannia's bulwarks rise;

Hush'd are the clamours of the fearless train,

Whose loud huzza but lately rent the skies.

Led by thy silver beam, I, Cynthia, trace

The marks of warfare on the sylvan scene;

I gaze in sorrow on thy lucid face,

And, daring, ask of Heaven—why this has been 2

Say, what is honor —tell me! what is fame *

A glitt'ring bubble borne upon the flood —

Shall man, to gain a transitory name,

The green turf sully with a brother's blood?

Who wars but for a name, no better cause

Conjoin'd, is driven by destructive pride;

IIumanity denies him her applause,

When Glory's ensign is with slaughter dyed.

Coote —'twas thy country bade thee lead thy band,

To snatch this island from a tyrant's sway;

Thy enemies confess a father's hand,

And Mercy well descrves the Poet's lay;

But, ah! tho’ Coore and mercy gave the word,

Still ruthless war low'rs on th' affrighted ball;

Pity with tears beholds the hostile sword,

And mourns the victims who are doom'd to fall.

Now all is still and peaceable around,

And carnage ceases till the night is o'er,

When the hoarse cannon, with appalling sound.
> c

Shall bid th’ active warrior “sleep no more ſ”



NAW All POEtr wre 145

To-morrow's sun shall view, in dread array,

Numbers of Britain's children-gen'rous, brave—

Who, ere it sinks beneath the western sca,

Will end their hopes of glory in a grave.

Perhaps upon this spot may virtue fall,

True love may here resign, in pangs, its breath—

The child's, the wife's, the parent's little all,

May sink for ever in the shades of death.

And, hark' I hear the widow's plaintive cry,

Wafted upon the night-breeze, from afar ;

I see the tear-drop trembling in her eye,

I view her anguish, and I curse thee—War !

A FOREMIAST-MAN,

His Majesty's Ship Inpetueur, Cawsand -

Bay, 11th Jan. 1810.

-

To the Author of the above Lines.

“He, travelling life's eventful road along,

Beguiles some moments with disportive song.”

HILD of the Muses of my list'ning ear -

Has heard, well-pleas'd, thy sweetly-warbling lyre,

Tho' harsh thy lot—thy destiny severe—

Genius has warmed thee with her sacred fire.

When round thy head the midnight tempests heat,

Aud deep-mouth'd thunders roll the awful crash,

When glows the battle's most tremendous heat,

And death-wing'd light'nings o'er the ocean flash,

May Heav'n preserve thee.—Fare thee well—thy doom

Should (Heaven avert it) prompt a stranger's sigh,

The lambent rays that gild the poet's tomb,

Shall consccrate the spot where thou may'st lie.

Marlborough-street, jan. 1810. N. T. C.

wº-ºº-º-

'Bout shcaves of blocks why make you such a noise,

From blocks his harvest M. . . . . . e's peer enjoys;

Nor think the new found earthen ware a mockery,

t

It is the Admiralty secretary's Crokery.

A A

NO CROKER.

A

#2ab, QIbroit, [ſicſ, XXIII. U
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S O N G,

BY JOHN CARNEGI e,

Sung with great Applause at the Theatres of Edinburgh and Glasgow,

shortly after the memorable Victory and Death ºf Lord Nelson, ºf

Cape Trafalgar.

* I.

Wyny in grief is Britannia? ah, why that sad tear?

For Nelson I mourn, for that warrior so brave;

A name that will still to my bosom he dear,

For how oft did my foes he o'erwhelm on the wave.

For how oft did my foes, &c.

For Nelson I mourn, for that brave British Tar,

The Hero of Nile, and of fam'd Trafalgar.

II.

Still memory recalls, when at Calvi he bled,

And St. Vincent's, sad day of despair unto Spain,

When despºrate the conflict, to vict'ry he led,

And Iny Empire thus fixt more secure on the main.

And my empire, &c.

For Nelson I mourn, for that brave British Tar,

The Hero of Nile, and of fam'd Trafalgar.

III.

At Teneriffe next was his courage display'd,"

Where the loss of his arm he with fortitude bore;

And, ardent for conquest, withheld not his aid,

But panted to bleed for his country still more.

But panted, &c.

For Nelson I mourn, for that brave British Tar,

The Hero of Nile, and of fam'd Trafalgar.

IV.

At Nile, Gallia's fleet he most nobly o'ercame;

Copenhagen his wisdom and bravery own'd;

And Trafalgar's proud Vict'ry made deathless his fame, *

There he fell, and with glory immortal was crown'd.

There he fell, and with glory, &c.

For Nelson I mourn, for that brave British Tar,

The Hero of Nile and of faun'd Trafalgar.

Glasgow.
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(January–February.2

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

* French army, under Marshal Soult, having succeeded in the

important object of passing the Sierra Morena, have penetrated

into the province of Andalusia; the Spaniards have been defeated, with

considerable loss; the enemy have obtained possession of Cordova, and of

Seville; the Supreme Junta—several of the members of which were sus

pected of treason—have been dispersed; a new Junta, or rather a Council

of Regency, has been assembled at Cadiz; and a formidable Spanish army,

amounting, as it is said, to 23,000 men, under the Duke of Albuquerque,

being in that city and its environs, the most vigorous measures have been

adopted for its defence. The batteries, which commanded the harbour,

have been destroyed; and, to prevent the Spanish fleet from failing into the

hands of the French, should they obtain possession of Cadiz, it has been

moored outside of the British squadron.—The city is crowded with fugi

tives, to the number, as it is reported, of 100,000; who fled from Seville,

and other places, on the approach of the French. Several families are

known to have left Cadiz, for England; and every facility has been given

for the escape of those whom necessity or choice compelled to fly.

A detachment of 1,200 English troops has been sent from Gibraltar, to

assist the Spaniards in the defence of Cadiz.

Another detachment of troops, from Gibraltar, has taken possession of

the Island of Ceuta.

The French, it is believed, expected to surprise Cadiz ; and it is conjec

tured that the Toulon fleet, which is understood to have sailed from Toulon

on the 22d of January, had an intention of co-operating with the army, in

the attack upon that place.—A report, however, was very prevalent, when

this sheet was put to press, that Lord Collingwood had overtaken the

enemy, on the 24th or 25th, totally defeated them, and captured or

destroyed nearly every ship. The British and French fleets were estimated

at sixteen sail of the line each.

The British government, it appears, persists in its intention of defending

Portugal.—Lord Wellington, in addition to his double peerage, and the

thanks of Parliament, is to have an annuity of 2,000l. for himself and his

two next heirs, for the victory of Talavera!!

The English are understood to have taken possession of the island of

St. Vito, which commands the harbour of Corfu.

An English squadron is understood to be blockading the Russian ports in

the Black Sea.

A revolution, favourable to the cause of Ferdinand the VIIth, has taken

place at La Paz, the centre of the Spanish dominious in South America.

The consequences of this event are likely to be favourable to the com

merce of Britain; the South Aunerican ports having been thrown open on

liberal terms.
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The attention of the public has been for some time much occupied by

the Inquiry which is going forward respecting the Scheldt Expedition. The

papers which have been laid before Parliament upon the subject, have

reached an extent almost unprecedentedly voluminous; notwithstanding

which, we hope, in the course of the present Volume, to present our

readers with a full and faithful abstract of their contents, of the examina

tions of the witnesses, and of the consequent debates in Parliament.

It is reported that Sir Richard Strachan, in consequence of some

oblique reflections on the naval part of the Expedition, in Lord Chatham's

narrative, intends to demand a court martial upon his conduct.

It is remarkable also, that Sir Richard Keats's evidence is materially at

variance with the statements of his lordship.
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3|mperial 43arliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS, Tiiu RsDAY, JANUARY 25.

ORD GRENVILLE rose to advert to a notice of a motion for a vote

of thanks to Lord Gambier for his services in destroying the enemy's

ships in Basque Roads. On account of the manner in which this service

had been executed, the noble admiral had been put upon his trial for life or

death. His motion, therefore, was essential to the honour of the noble

admiral. His lordship concluded by moving, that the minutes of the trial

and sentence of Lord Gambier be laid before the House.

Lord Mulgrave objected to the production of the minutes, but would

have no objection to the production of the sentence. If the miuutes of the

trial were laid before the House, it would have the appearance of re-trying

the noble admiral.

The motion of Lord Grenville, as amended by Lord Mulgrave, was then

agreed to.

* THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1.

Earl Grey moved for the correspondence since April last, between Mr.

Canning and Mr. Erskine; the instructions sent out to Mr. Erskine; and

Mr. Erskine's letter to Mr. Smith.-Ordered.

Mo N DAY, rebit UARY 5.

Earl Grosvenor moved, “That an humble Address be presented to his

Majesty, that he would be graciously pleased to order that there be laid

before the IHouse a copy of a letter written by the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty to the Right Hon. Lord Cochrane, desiring to know the

grounds upon which he intended to oppose the Vote of Thanks of the House

of Commons to the Right Hon. Admiral Lord Gambier.”

Lord Mulgrave desired to know from the Noble Lord the motive which

induced him to move for this paper; because, if it were intended thereby

to ground any motion against the Board to which he had the honour to

belong (the Admiralty Board) he would second his motion. But if it in any

respect applied to the intended motion of thanks to Lord Gambicr, he should

certainly oppose it.

Lord Grenville immediately rose and said, that it was the privilege of

every noble person in that House to submit what motion its rules and orders

allowed, upon any paper or matter in their possession; and for himself be

would have it understood, that whatever the noble lord who moved for this

paper, or any other person might do, when it should be produced, he de

sired the noble lord opposite to him (Lord Mulgrave) and the House to

know, that he would not suffer himself to be restricted from making use of

it in any way, or to ground any motion upon it he might think proper. But

he would be candid with the noble lord, and assure him, that the paper in

question would in a degree influence the vote he should give, when the

Thanks of that House should be noved to Lord Gambier.

Lord Mulgrave shortly explained, and the unotion was agreed to.
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THURSDAY, FFBRUARY 8.

Lord Mulgrave prefaced his motion for the thanks of the House to

Admiral Lord Gambier, by alluding to the motion of Earl Grosvenor, for

the Adiniralty letter to Lord Cochrane, which he considered irrelevant and

improper; he deprecated party feelings of this kind, and he trusted the

House would give their unanimous thanks to the noble lord, who had con–

tributed so much to the honour and glory of the nation, by the exploits in

Basque Roads; for his part he considered it the naval parallel with the

victory of Talavera, and deserving of the highest tribute of approbation and

gratitude. His lordship entered fully into the details of the transaction,

and highly complimented the different officers who had distinguished them

selves on the glorious occasion. He trusted the report of an opposition to

the motion was unfounded, as our glory and salvation depended on Par

liament doing its duty to our brave tars; who, on all occasions, encounter

and surmount the most hazardous enterprises, in which this was pre

eminently conspicuous, and for which he moved the thanks of the House

to Lord Gambier, &c.

Lord Holland represented, in very strong terms, the aukward situation in

which ministers had placed themselves, by proposing thanks to the noble

admiral, and then sending him to a court martial with all his honours on his

head; he defended his side of the House from the imputation of party in

opposing the measure, which being of the highest consequence, should not,

he said, without the clearest conviction, be conferred ; if the thanks of

Parliament were often to be voted in this way, they would soon cease to be

of any value.

Lord Melville concurred in the vote of thanks, though he disapproved of

the conduct of the First Lord of the Admiralty; first, in the appointment

of Lord Cochrane to the command, which could not fail of creating much

dissatisfaction amongst the officers of the fleet; and secondly, for attending

to the representations of that officer against Lord Gambier, against whom

there were evidently no sufficient grounds to bring him to a court

martial.

The Earl of Liverpool defended the conduct of the Admiralty.

Earl Grosvenor did not think the service of Lord Gambier of such a

nature as to require the particular thanks of the House, which should be

given only on very signal and important victories. Nobody could doubt

that they were due to Lord. Idowe, to Lord Duncan, to Lord St. Vincent, or,

to the immortal Nelson, for the splendid exploits with which they had

adorned our naval history. These were things which spoke for themselves,

and nobody could doubt the propriety of voting thanks, as it were, by

acclamation. He thought, however, the services of Lord Gambier were of

a very inferior description, and called for no such reward.

Lord Grenville observed, that if ever the thanks of that House should

happen to be voted on principles of party feeling, their value would

diminish, and they would no longer be the olect of the valour and enter

prise of our soldiers and seancu. Their lordships should reserve their
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thanks for great occasions; he would not say that this was not one, but as

far as the Admiralty could do, they had rendered it a matter of doubt.

They had brought the noble admiral to a court martial, not on the accusa

tion, not on charges preferred by an inferior officer, but merely on his

declaration, that, as a member of another iiouse, he should feel himself

obliged to oppose the vote of thanks.

The Earl of Buckinghamshire, the Lord Chancellor, and Viscount Sid

mouth agreed in the original motion.

Lord Darnley did not consider the share which Lord Gambier had in the

affair of Bºsque Roads, as by any means elititled to so high an honour as

the thanks of that House.

The question was afterwards carried without a division.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9.

The Lord Chancellor informed 'dmiral Baron Gambier of the thanks

voted to him by their lordships yesterday; in doing which, his lordship, on

the part of the House, passed a great encomium upon the life and services

of the noble admiral, and concluded by testifying his personal respect.

Lord Gambier expressed his high sense of the honour conferred upon

him, but acknowledged he was not able to describe the gratitude he felt

upon this occasion. -

Viscount Melville rose, and entered into a history of the origin of the

Commissioners of Naval Revision. The reports upon their lordships table

were voluminous; and yet, from some cause it happened, that the whole

had not been presented. These reports, from time to time, were made for

the purpose of introducing improvements into the civil department of our

navy. But being made experimentally, it was necessary that some regula

tion of the whole should be adopted; for, from the different modes which

had been resorted to, it appeared that the measures adopted in the dock

yards, were widely opposite to those in the victualling yards. He com

mented at great length on the haste with which these reports passed from

the Commissioners to the Admiralty Board, and from thence to the

Council. Towards the conclusion, he recommended the propriety of the

substance of these Reports being under the direction of his Majesty, who,

by his council, might have every means of completing, for the prosperity

of the navy, what had been so wisely begun. He passed many compliments

upon the character and ability of those who had been appointed Com

missioners, and moved, “That there be laid before that House, an ac

count of all steps taken by his Majesty, to forward the object of the

second and other reports,” &c.

Lord Mulgrave said, he scarcely knew what sort of reply to make to the

observations of the Noble Viscount. There was not any thing to complain

of as the Reports now stood, though he was not altogether desirous that

they should have been laid before the House at this particular time. He

defended his own conduct at the head of the Admiralty; neither was there

such precipitation in passing these Reports, as the Noble Viscount men

tioned; for they had not been acted upon by the Admiralty Board, without

the information of one of the commissioners, Admiral Donett, a man of
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unparalleled talents for investigating this subject. The Noble Viscount

need not have hurried to town for fear of the destruction of the British

navy. There was one Report, the 8th, which regarded Northfleet; this,

he should, at present, oppose being produced; because it would be dan

gerous to permit that the contents should transpire to the enemy; and as to

another Report, not then on the table, relative to supplying timber for the

navy, not only now, but always, whether in or out of office, and at any dis

tant time, he would, for the purpose of opposing its production, hurry

up to town, even from Scotland, as the Noble Viscount had done on the

present occasion. He had no hesitation in declaring, that such had been

the prosperity of the British navy, in spite of abuses, that if the whole of

those Reports of the Commissioners of Naval Revision, although he highly

valued them, were torn to pieces, or burnt, and lost to the country, still

there would have been no necessity for the Noble Viscount to have

frightened his imagination with phantoms, and to have set off post from

Scotland, as he understood he had done, lest, by the want of his sugges

tions, our naval prosperity should be completcly ruined.

Lord Melville trusted, that he never would bring a motion before that

House which could not be understood by every Noble Lord. He was con

fident he could not be misunderstood. He did not accuse the Noble Lord .

(Mulgrave) of rashness, but he thought that he might have been more can

did. He would assert, if the Reports were acted upon, in less than twelve

months, what he complained of would be removed. He had read the 8th

and 9th Reports with attention, and had made such comments as induced

him to bring forward the present motion.

Lord Mulgrave moved the previous question, as the Reports were already

on the table.

The Lord Chancellor was of opinion that the motion was not intelligible;

although he had read it over several times, yet he was not able to under

stand it; under these considerations, he would vote for the previous

question.

Lord Melville said, that, although the opinion of the whole House might

be against him, he would persevere, and carry into execution, the motion

he had that night brought forward.

The Lord Chancellor put the previous question, which was carried.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, Thursday, JAN cany «5.

The Speaker read a letter from Admiral Cochrane, at Martinique, dated

the 5th of June, expressing his gratitude for the honour done him by the

Vote of Thanks passed in the House of Commons.

FRIDAY, JAs UARY 26.

Lord Porchester rose for the purpose of moving, that a committee be

appointed to inquire into the conduct and policy of the Expedition to the

Scheidt. His reason for going first into an inquiry into this precious spe

cinem of the military plans of ministers was, that it was the most calami

tous of any. A great deal of boasting had been made about the wonderful
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exploits achieved at Walcheren—about the destroying a Dutch dock, and

the blowing up of a Dutch sluice. But it happened that the enemy spoke

differently, and had had the impudence to tell ministers no injury had been

done which could not be speedily repaired. It was said, that this Expedi

tion was intended principally as a diversion in favour of Austria. After

the fatal battle of the 6th of July, the armistice followed on the 12th, and

it was after this we chose to administer assistance to the dead. It was after

this we proceeded, by an expedition to Walcheren, to relieve Austria, who

was fallen never to rise again ' The Expedition was sent to a place where

it could be of no service to Austria; where it was impossible the diversion

could exteud beyond the first coup-de-main at landing. The place was the

very worst that could be chosen for such an expedition. Why was not

Antwerp the first object of attack For it was not until a month after the

sailing of the Expedition, that a consultation was held on the propriety of

attacking Antwerp. Our only hope of success rested in the suddenness of

our movement against Antwerp; but our wise men thought it better to try .

the effect of a sudden attack, after a month's notice given to the encumy.

Ile now came to the worst part of all. When the Expedition to Antwerp

was abandoned, why were the soldiers left to fall victims to pestilence 2

Why did ministers, instead of evacuating Walcheren, make costly prepara

tions to maintain it? How could this serve Austria? Would Buonaparte

have given less favourable terms to Austria, had our troops been with

drawn 2 No, certainly not. Next, as to that most important point, the

selection of a commander, he would ask, without any disparagement to

Lord Chathain, why did not ministers confide the army to some experienced

veteran, in whom the army confided. He could not, however, but

approve of the appointment of one of their own body to command the

expedition, when he considered how such an ill-judged plan might ruin the

fame of an able general. If ever there was a time when it became the

House to call loudly for inquiry, it was the present. Therefore, for

England's honour and Eugland's security, let an inquiry be voted ; and let

sonething be done which would animate the hope of an expiring world.

The Noble Lord concluded with moving, that the liouse would resolve itself

into a Cominittee to inquire into the Expedition to the Scheldt.

Mr. W. Quin seconded the motion.

Mr. Croker thought that an inquiry, such as was now called for, would

be destructive of public business and public justice; because it would

either occupy the whole time of the House, or be an improper node of

inquiry, supposing the commanders, and not the miuisters, should be in

fault. He concluded by moving the previous question.

Mr. Bathurst was in favour of the original motion.

The Chancellor of the Erchequer conceived that the present question was

not, whether we should have any inquiry at all, but whether the House

should pledge itself to go into a Committee of inquiry of the whole House,

upon a question upon which they had no inforination whatever before

them. - -

fºab. Cºron, Vol. XXIII. x
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Mr. Windham thought inquiry was necessary, and should be agreed to

with acclamations. He wanted no more information than he had already

received : the facts spoke for themselves. He wanted no more documents

than the nature of the case had already given him.

Mr. Ponsonby said, the question was, whether the House of Commons

should do its duty, or, through courtesy, give way to the pleasure of the

minister. The papers should have been on the table the first day of the

Sessions. What was the answer given to the Address of the City of Lon

don? That the proper documents would be laid before the House of

Commons, who would adopt such measures, as in their wisdom should

seem meet; and yet these documents are not produced; and when they

are, it will not be for the information of the House, but the defence of the

minister.

Mr. Stephen supported the amendment, and Sir S. Romilly opposed it.

General Grosvenor felt it a duty to the gallant army that served in that

expedition, to the Noble Lord who commanded it, to the country, and to

himself, to support the motion for immediate inquiry.

Sir Home Popham, on the part of the navy, and its gallant commander,

was decidedly of the same opinion. *

Sir W. Curtis said, he should vote decidedly against ministers on this

question, because he felt that an inquiry was absolutely necessary.

Mr. Canning observed, that in the case of the Convention of Cintra, a

measure highly disgraceful to this country, an inquiry had been instituted;

and so ought an inquiry to take place into the Expedition to Walcheren.

It was impossible for Parliament, consistently with its character, to refuse

an inquiry. But when he thus contended for its necessity, he must say,

that the House ought to wait for the papers that were to be produced,

before any motion was made on the subject; and for that reason he would

support the previous question. -

Mr. Patterson moved, that the debate be adjourned to monday se’nnight.

The House proceeded to divide on this motion, which, however, was ne

gatived without a division. º

The House then divided on Lord Porchester's motion.

For the Motion - - - - - - - - 195

Against it ------------ 186

Majority against Ministers ........ 9

The motion for an inquiry being carried, an order was made, that the

liouse do appoint a Committee for that purpose on Friday next.

MonDAY, JANUARY 29.

Lord Cochrane, after a speech of some length, in which he entered into

a professional detail of the action in Basque Roads, and the conduct, as it

appeared to him, of Lord Gambier on the occasion, concluded by moving

for a copy of the minutes of the courtmartial on his lordship. In the course

of his speech, his lordship entered into a variety of nautical details, and
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contended that Lord Gambier might have ordered in ships to attack the

French lying in the Roads, four hours sooner than was done. To this

.delay he imputed it, that the action was not attended with the complete

destruction of the French fleet. If the minutes should be produced, he

pledged his honour, and every thing that he held dear, to prove these facts,

and entered into complaints that merit in general was not promoted in the

navy, but that even there promotion was too often a mere appendix to bo

rough influence.

Captain Beresford felt himself particularly called upon to reply to some

things that had fallen from the noble lord, having been himself examined

as a wisness on that trial, and knowing all the officers who formed the court

martial, than whom there were not more respectable officers in his Majesty's

navy. (Hear! Hear!) He had been an eye-witness of the whole transae

tion, and he must say, that Lord Gambier's conduct throughout the whole

was every thing like what a British admiral's ought, from first to last. He

would say, that Lord Gambier would have disgraced himself as an officer,

if he had acted as the noble lord wished him to act; and instead of injuring

the enemy, our own ships would have been destroyed, and our sailors would

now have been confined in a French prison. The noble lord also seems

to forget the manner in which the chart was formed, for the purpose of

supporting his own evidence; he forgets also the way in which the log was

drawn up for the same purpose; (Hear! Hear!) and also the very position

of the enemy's fleet. Lord Cochrane could not expect—

Here the Speaker observed, that it was not regular to name any mem

ber.

He begged pardon of the House, not being sufficiently acquainted with its

forms; and unaccustomed as he was to address thcm, he would rather meet

an enemy in action than rise to speak in that House. (Hear! Hear!) But the

noble lord could not expect that he would give up the experience of Admiral

Stopford and all the officers in the fleet, of the most respectable officers

who formed the court martial, in deference to the noble lord's opinion.

Sir j. Orde could not conceive the object of the motion. Did the noble

lord wish to try Lord Gambier again at the bar of that House? He had

been already tried and most honourably acquitted by a court martial, and

that court composed of as honourable and respectable men as any in

the navy.

After a long and interesting debate in which Sir Francis Burdett, Mr.

lwhitbread, and Mr. Lyttleton supported the motion; and the Chancellor

of the Erchequer, Mr. Yorke, and Mr. Wilberforce opposed it.

Lord Cochrane rose to reply. His lordship entered into a detail at

considerable length relative to the subject of the log-book of his ship,

and the nature of the signals which were given to the fire-ships.-The

noble lord further stated that the officers that were promoted in conse

quence of this service were not those that were engaged in the action,

but some of those that were not at all employed. He considered

his character at stake; his conduct had been impeached, and in jus

tice to himself as well as to the public, he wished to have the whole
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of the proceedings laid before the House. If he did not prove what he had

stated, he was willing to be condemned to infamy, and even to be expelled

the House. An evidence before the court martial had stated that he (his

lordship) was to blame; and when he wished to be heard in his own defence,

he was told that his conduct was not the question before the Court, and

therefore refused a hearing, though in the examination of other witnesses,

the Court had been extremely rigorous in their inquiry, with an obvious

view to find him in the wrong. The noble lord then proceeded to make

some animadversions on the testimony of Mr. Fairfax, when

Mr. Yorke called his lordship to order *

Lord Cochrane insisted, that Mr. Fairfax having come on deck in conse

quence of hearing the explosion of the fireship, could not possibly see it

take place, considering that there were not less than a hundred barrels of

gunpowder on board, though he had given evidence of having witnessed the

fact. The whole transaction was as yet involved in much mystery, and, if

all were revealed, he was persuaded that there could not be two opinions

on the subject. He did not impute any misconduct to the noble lord, but

he wished to prevent the House from giving their solemn thanks, in a case

where nothing had been done worthy of that distinction.

Lord Cochrane's motion was at length negatived, by 171 against 19 ;

aſter which Mr. Perceval's amendment, substituting the word Sentence for

Minutes, was carried without a division, and the Chancellor of the Exche

guer brought up the sentence of the court martial, which was laid on the

table. -

The Chancellor of the Erchequer then moved the following resolution:

“That the thanks of the House be given to Admiral Lord Gambier, for

his zeal, judgment, ability, and assiduous attention in the execution of his

important service in Basque Roads, having pursued the enemy into their

own roads, and driven two of their vessels ashore on the 11th and 12th of

April, 1800, and having afterwards destroyed others, and rendered the

enemy's fleet inefficient during the remainder of the campaign.” -

Lord Cochrane objected to the vote, on the ground that Lord Gambier

was not entitled to it for the service performed. He could not agree to

vote away thanks when he could not divine any reasonable cause for so

doing. -

Sir john Orde conceived that the noble lord was well entitled to receive

the thanks of the House.

Sir Francis Burdett obscred, that the question for determination was,

whether the noble lord’s services were of a nature to deserve thanks?

He could not perceive a single fact that called for such a vote. On the

contrary, the Ilouse had the declaration of his noble friend that Lord Gain

bier was not within seven miles of the scene of action. The Hon. Baronet

should have no objection to voting thanks to his Majesty's ininisters, for

advising his Majesty to bestow the Red Ribband upon his noble friend

(Lord Cochrane), and thought an amendment to that effect would be de

sirable. -

Mr. Windham objected to the motion, on the ground that the service
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which my Lord Gambier had performed did not merit such high honours,

he regretted that Ministers were every day becoming more lavish of such

distinctions.

The House divided on the notion of thanks,

Ayes 161; Noes 39: Majority 122.

wrDNESDAY, JANuARY 31.

In a committee of supply, for moving the Navy Estimates, Mr. Ward

moved, “That it was the opinion of the committee, that the number of

seamen employed for the year 1810 be 130,000 men, including 31,000 ma

rines: which was agreed to.”

He observed, that it was necessary to follow up this vote with the usual

vote of wear and tear, with the wages and victuals of the number of men

yoted. He had to observe, that the amount voted last year was 11,900,000l.

but there would be a diminution this year in the sum to the amount of one

million and upwards. In the first place, he observed, though the number

of men voted amounted to 130,000, yet on an average there was an increase

of 13,000, which it would be for the House to consider hereafter, whether

they should be continued in the service or not? On the subject of victual

ling, he had to remark, that there would be a considerable saving in the

estimates of the navy, in which was included heretofore the victualling sol

diers beyond the seas, so that on an average of three years the amount of

one million, included in that service, would be carried to the army. There

would also be a considerable saving on seamen's wages being taken this

year at 11. 15s. 6d. instead of 11.17s. as last year.—The whole of the es

timate would then be 10,800,000l. He concluded by moving

That the sum of 2,999,750l. be granted to his Majesty, for the wages of

the said 130,000 men, for 13 lunar months, at the rate of 11.15s. 6d. per

man per month.

That the sum of 3,999,260. be granted to his Majesty, for victualling to

the said men, at 21. 17s. 8d. per man per month.

That the sum of 3,295,4561. be granted to his Majesty, for wear and tear,

at the rate of 11.19s. per man per month.

And that the sum of 595,400l. be granted for ordnance.

Admiral Markham observed, that in former years it was usual to state

the average of the number of seamen that would be employed, but he had

never heard of such an excess before, as that noticed by the Right Hon.

Gentleman. He had flattered them with the prospect of a considerable

saving, but he should wish to understand in which of the four departments

this deduction was to be made. The Sca Fencibles, no doubt, were a

considerable expense, amounting to 200,000l. a year, but even the aboli

tion of that force would go but a short way to the saving that had been

suggested.

The Chancellor of the Erchequer said, in conscquence of an application

from the Admiralty to put down the Sea Fencibles, as not being of any

advantage to the country, it was intended that they should be discontinued;

but then there must be half-pay to the officers reduccd. The victualling of
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the troops abroad would be brought forward, he observed, in a distinct

estimate, as not properly belonging to the estimates of the Navy. Besides

this reduction of the Sea Fencibles, there would be a saving also to a con

siderable amount from the difference of seamen's wages being 1s. 6d. per

man less than last year. From the diminution of the transport service,

there must be also a considerable saving. The number of men had in

creased considerably, as stated, but it would be for the House to determine

whether they would continue them or not.

Sir John Newport wished to know if the same regulation was to be extend

ed to the Irish Sea Fencibles, or any provision in that case made for the

officers.

Mr. Ward stated, that it was intended to reduce them on the same prin

ciple as the English.

Mr. Calcraft observed, that an abstract of the navy estimates ought to

be laid before the House, as the others were, a circumstance which contri

buted much to conveniency. He did not see why greater advantages should

be allowed to officers that had served in the River Fencibles, than to others

that had been in general service, the former having been in general prefer

red by many officers. He did not see, therefore, why they should have the

additional half-pay.

The Chancellor of the Erchequer stated, that they were not to have ad

ditional half-pay. What he had said was, that they were to be restored to

half-pay, that having been suspended during their service in the Sea

Fencibles.

The resolutions, after some further remarks from Admiral Markham,

were put and carriºd.

1. PIDAY, FEBRUARY 2.

Lord Porchester said, before he moved that the order of the day should

be read, for going into a committee on the Walcheren Expedition, he

thought it necessary to call for certain papers, which had not yet been sub

mitted to the committce. He could not conceive that the entire of the

papers important to the investigation into the conduct of the expedition had

been printed. IIe found among them, in the first instance, a short form

of instructions for the Commander-in-chief. Was there no more detailed

one?—Was he left to this dry digest of his orders ? Was there no plan,

no succession of objc.cts proposed to the noble lord at the head of the Ex

pedition? Were there no explanatory communications :

Lord Castlereagh was peculiarly solicitous that all information should be

collected. The information on the table was decidedly imperfect. But

the deficiencies were not to be filled up by any thing that was to be found

in the office of the war department. Much of the information on which

such expeditions were undertaken, was not of that species which could

easily be reduced into official forms.—Much of it was oral; much connect

ed with things and persons that could not, with propricty, be brought be

fore the House in an embodied form. There were many documents, how

ever, which still night be produced. For instance, the original plan; the

general measures preparatory to the service; the evidence connected with
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its origin and performance, He was anxious to give all the information

which could be furnished relative to his connection with the matter of In

quiry. There were two branches of that Inquiry; first, the policy of the

expedition, and next the performance. The House of course would not

expect to receive any of those peculiar details which might involve the

Foreign Powers with whom we had been in alliance; but much might still

be given.

The noble mover had noticed the dry digest of orders, as he conceived

it, transmitted to the Commander-in-chief. But, it should be recollected,

that the instructions under the sign Manual were always as brief, as un

technical, and as general, as possible. The Admiralty instructions had gone

more into detail: but the Admiralty were a professional Board—a number

of men acquainted with the peculiar practice of the service. His Majesty's

Ministers were, as it was to be expected, but generally informed on mat

ters of a military nature; and technical points would not, of course, be

found in their instructions. But still there was much valuable information

to be required—much was contained in the different despatches from Wal

cheren and South Beveland, and much relative to the attack on Antwerp,

which he did not hesitate to admit as the first and prominent object of

the expedition. Before he sat down, he begged to know of the noble lord

to which of the divisions of Inquiry he proposed first attending—whether

to the policy of the expedition, or its execution?

Lord Porches!er conceived, that the policy could not properly be disjoined

from the execution: they were connected with each other, and might to

gether be considered. In the conduct of the Inquiry, he proposed to follow

the order of time, and first to examine all the proceedings that occurred

previously to the embarkation; then the amount and nature of the force

prepared; then the conduct of the Expedition,when on service; and finaliy,

all that occurred from the capture of Flushing, to the evacuation of Wal

cheren. The consideration of policy went side by side, with every question.

of the Inquiry, and he should not separate them.

Mr. Croker wished to know whether it were the intention to move for any

additional papers from the Admiralty department.

Mr. Ticrney said, he did not conceive that it was at all incumbent on.

his noble friend to move for these or any other papers. The House had

determined to go into an Inquiry; and he apprehended it would be com

petent to the committee, from time to time, to instruct the Chairinan to

move for all such papers as might be found necessary in the course of the

investigation. .

The Chancellor of the Frchequer thought the Right Hon. Gentleman per

fectly correct in his latter statement, and that the Chairman might unques

tionably be ordered to move for any papers, especially if the course pointed

out by his noble friend behind him should be adopted, viz. that of appoint

ing a secret committee to consider of such papers as could not without

prejudice to the public interests be promulgated, in a committee of the

whole House. He thought such secret committee would be very proper,

and it was his intention, if the House would give him leave, to move him

self, on Monday, for its appointment.
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Mr. Tierncy said, considering that the committee for the purpose of In

quiry, was voted by the house against the sense of the Right Hon. Gentle

man, he was somewhat surprised he should now attempt to interfere in any

of the particular modes to be adopted for carrying the wishes of the House

into execution. He thought that, on consideration, the Right Hon. Gentle

man should not be too prompt in coming forward in the appointment of

committees. Instead, therefore, of waiting till Monday, he would advise

his noble friend to move this very night, before they separated, for a secret

committee, to examine particular papers; on which they should make their

report to the House.

Mr. Canning said, he had heard it was by some understood, that he had

intimated, that let the Inquiry turn out as it might, it was his intention to

move for another tribunal, before which it might be investigated. There

was nothing, however, further from his thoughts. What he had said was,

that he was only sorry the subject had not been referred to another tribunal

before the meeting of Parliament.

With respect to the Inquiry into which the Committee was now going to

enter, he considered it to embrace four points. With regard to the first,

the policy of the expedition, as comprehending this country, as to her rela

tions with other powers on the continent, he considered himself equally res

ponsible with all the other Ministers. With respect to the time of its de

parture from our ports, he also considered himself fully and completely

responsible.

As to the exccution of the naval and military parts of the expedition,

though he was not actually responsible, he did not mean to put in a dis

claimer against it. With respect to the policy of the evacuation of Wal

cheren, he could not be considered as at all responsible.

The question was then put and agreed to.

Lord Porchester then moved the order of the day for the House to re

solve itself into a committee of the whole House, to inquire into the Wal

cheren expedition.

On the question that the Speaker should leave the chair being put,

Mr. Yorke rose and moved the standing order for the exclusion of stran

gers. The gallery was immediately cleared.

Mon DAY, Fenavary 5. |

The Speaker acquainted the House, that he had received a letter from

Admiral Lord Gambier, in return to the Vote of Thanks transmitted to

him by the House, which he accordingly read. His Lordship expressed the

high sense he entertained of the honour conferred upon him, and the hope

that his conduct in the service of his country should always be such as to

merit the approbation of that Honourable House.

Mr. Whitbread moved, that an humble address be presented to his Ma

jesty, praying his Majesty to lay before the house, copies of the despatches

of Mr. Erskine to Mr. Canning, of the third and fourth of Dec. 1809.-

agreed to.

Lord Porchester moved, “for the appointment of a secret committee, to

whom should be referred the inspection and selection of certain secret in
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formation, and confidential communications, laid before his Majesty's Minis

ters, with respect to the expedition to the Scheldt, and of a nature improper

to be made public.” It was his intention that this committee should be

composed of nine members; but the number might be increased or dimin

ished, as might be judged expedient. *-

After a discussion of considerable length, the following Members were

appointed to form the Committee:

Lord Porchester, General Ferguson,

Mr. F. Robinson, Mr. Wilberforce,

Admiral Markham, Mr. Sturges Bourne,

Mr. Bathurst, Mr. Yorke,

Captain Bercsford, Mr. Davis Giddy.

General Crawford,

- TU Esday, FEBRUARY 6. -

Lord Cochrane said, he felt himself bound to make some observations on

the oaths administered to the Judge Advocate, the members of Naval

Courts Martial, and the evidence called in favour of the defendant. He

complained that the Judge Advocate was not bound to make a copy of

the evidence adduced, and as all oaths in general bound witnesses to speak

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the same should be

done by evidence called for a defendant, who did not, as they now stood,

think themselves bound to state more than they were asked.—His Lordship

concluded by moving, - - -

That there be laid before the House copies of the oaths administered to

the members of a Court Martial, to the Judge Advocate, and to the

witnesses. - - - -

Mr. Croker observed, that the two first oaths were included in an Act

of Parliament, and therefore the motion for these was unnecessary.

Mr. Robert Ward had no objection to a copy of the last oath being pro

duced, which required correction. - - -

His Lordship then moved for a copy alone of the oath administered to

witnesses, which was ordered accordingly. -

Mr. Yorke having, every evening, enforced the standing order of the

House, for the exclusion of strangers, previously to the House going into

a committee on the Walcheren expedition.

Mr. Sheridan, agreeably to notice, made the following motion :-

“That a Committee of Privileges meet to-morrow in the Speaker's

chambers, to consider an order of the Llouse, of the 25th of January last,

which directs, that all strangers found in the House, be taken into

custody.” -

The honourable member was not aware of any evil resulting from the

non-enforcement of the order for the exclusion of strangers; he wished to

leave it in the power of any individual member to enforce the standing

order when he thought fit; but he should expect him to state the grounds

why he thought it unfit that the discussion should be open to the public.

He should expect some reason for the motion, to shew that it did not arise

fron merecaprice, and that the question of exclusion or aduittance, should

decided on by the House. r -

{Hab. CIbron, (ſici, XXIII. r "
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- Mr. Windham, and other members, opposed the motion, on the ground;

that neither the House nor the country was benefited by the Newspaper

publications of the proceedings of Parliament—On a division, the motion

was lost, by 166 against 30.

FitI oa Y FEBRUARY 9.

Sir C. Pole presented a petition against the delays in Admiralty Courts,

with respect to the payment of prize-money, which was received, and

ordered to lie on the table.

MoxDAY, FEBRUARY 19.

Mr. Croker presented a copy of the oath administered to members of

Courts Martial, which was ordered to lie on the table. - }

Mr. Hutchinson observed, that the great object of the late expedition

was to destroy the enemy's arsenals at Antwerp, together with the ships

of war which were stationed thcre, as well as those on the stocks. Now

it appeared, that on the 29th of August last, the Earl of Chatham wrote

to ministers, that the possession of Antwerp could only be obtained by a

regular siege, to which his army was unequal, and that without the fall

of that fortress, the ulterior object of the expedition, the destruction of

the French fleet, was placed beyond our reach. He could scarcely believe

it possible that ministers could have deteriained on the expedition, with

out knowing the defences of Antwerp. If they were ignorant of its being

a fortified place, their ignorance was grossly culpable; but if they knew

it to be a fortress completely defencible, their idea of taking it by a

coup-de-main was ridiculous, and their whole plan culpable in the extreme.

He wished, therefore, that all the information of which ministers were

possessed, relative to the nature and plan of the defences of Antwerp

should be laid before the House; being persuaded that on this very point

the whole policy of the expedition would turn. The honourable member

concluded by moving—ist, For any plan or plans in the possession of

ministers of the fortifications of Antwerp; 2dly, the same with regard to

Forts Lillo and Liefkenshock; the substance of all the intelligence possessed

by ministers, relative to the defences of Antwerp.

The Chancellor of the Erchequer objected to the motions as at least

premature, since the information would be submitted to the Secret Com

mittee appointed by the House, and it would be much more decorous to

wait till their report was before the House.

Mr. Yorke observed, with regard to the first motion, for a plan of

Antwerp, there might be a plan or no plan in the possession of ministers;

he did not know as to that, but they might have that which was in the

hands of every one, and which could be got in the shops. He did not,

therefore, see any necessity for the two first motions. The third motion,

for the substance of all information relative to Antwerp, appeared pre

mature, as the Secret Committee were actually employed on that very

subject, and would be in posscssion of the intelligence itself, and not

Inerely the substance of it, as moved for by the honourable gentleman.

He thought it would be more considerate and decorous towards the Com
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mittee to wait for their report, and should therefore move the previous

question. -

General Tarleton thought it would be extremely useful to have the plans

of Antwerp and Lillo, as contributing to the elucidation of the expedition.

When the Right Hon. Gentleman spoke of the plans of Antwerp, that

were in every body's hands, he seemed to have forgotten that within the

last ten years it was become a great naval arsenal, and its fortifications

greatly strengthened.

Mr. Whitbread expressed his belief that the only reason why ministers

opposed the motion was, because they had no information favourable to

themselves to communicate.

Mr. Hutchinson replied; after which Lord Porchester and Mr. Windham

said a few words, and the previous question was carried without a division.

#letterg on ºrrbite,

Copied verbatim from the LoNDow Gazette.

---

AnMIRALTY-office, JANUARY 27, 1810.

APTAIN Munge, of his Majesty's Ship Phoenix, has transmitted in his

letter of the 29th instant, to John Wilso: Croker, Esq. the copy of

a letter from Captain Coode, of the Drisk sloop, and stating his having

captured on the 12th instaut, Le Harpalode lugger privateer, of two

guns, with a complement of fifty-four men, belonging to St. Maloes, out

two days, and had made no capture.

rebrº UARY 6.

The following are copies of despatches which have been received at this

office, from Vice-admiral the Honourable Sir Alexander Cochrane, K. B.

Commander-in-chief of his Majesty's ships and vessels at the Leeward

Islands, addressed to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

Pompºc, Fort Royal Bay, Martinique,

SI R, Dec. 11, 1809.

I send here with the copy of a letter from Captain Ballard, of the

Blonde, detriling the particulars of an attack on an enemy's privateer.

I have the honour to be, &c.

- ALEX. COCHRANE.

His Majesty's Ship Blonde, Saints,

si R, - Sept. 25. 1809.

The signal for an enemy's vessel was made from the Hill, standing for

Basse Terre; the boats of the vessels named in the margin", were sent in

pursuit of her, under the orders of Lieutenant Richardson, of this ship.

On their approach she ran on shore in a bay between two batteries, which

kept up a very heavy cross ſire at the boats; but that was not an obstacle

to prevent their getting poss.cssion of her, and attempting to tow her out,

* Ilonde, Facon, Scorpion.



164 NAvAL history of THE PREsENT YEAR, 1810.

although a very large body of men with small arms were firing at them out

of bushes; she was bilged and they left her.

I beg leave to recommend to your notice Lieutenant Richardson, for

his brave conduct; he speaks highly of the cool and determined valour

of every individual employed on this service.

Mr.#. master, and one sailor of the Blonde, were most se

verely wounded; the latter soon after died; Mr. Thompson's right arm

has been amputated ; I hope he will do well. I beg to recommend him to

your particular notice. I have, &c.

V. V. BALLARD.

To the Honourable Sir A. Cochrane, K. B.

Rear-admiral of the Red, &c. &c.

t Pompee, Fort Royal Bay, Martinique,
SIR, - 12th Dec. 1809.

The enclosed copy of a letter from Captain Cameron, of his Majesty's

sloop, Hazard, addressed to Commodore Fahie, in my absence, I request

you to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the total

destruction of the schooner privateer mentioned therein, and the silencing

of the battery under which she was moored, was accomplished under

circumstances of considerable difficulty, in the face of a formidable force,

and is highly honourable to the parties employed.

Our loss in this little dash has, I am sorry to say, been severe.

- I have, &c. .

ALEX, COCHRANE.

His Majesty's Sloop Hazard, off St. Mary's,

sir, Guadaloupe, Oct. 17, 1809.

Cruising on my station blockading Point-à Petre, Pelorus in company,

at day-light this morning I observed a privateer schooner, moored under

the battery of St. Alary. I immediately determined on the capture or

destruction ef her. Both ships stood in sufficiently close to silence the

battery effectually, and cover our boats, which were despatched under the

orders of Lieutenants Robertson and Flinn, first of their respective ships;

and I am happy to say, they succeeded in boarding her; but as she was

moored to the shore with a chain from the mast lead and each quarter,

finding it impossible to bring her out, they shortly after blew her up.

In justice to the officers and men employed on this service, I cannot

omit particularizing the very gallant manner in which they approached the

schooner, under a very heavy fire of grape from the battery, until it was

silenced by the ships, and of grape and musquetry from the privateer, until

they were nearly alongside, when the enemy quitted her, and joined at

long line of musquetry on the beach, and two ficla pieces, to the fire of

which they were exposed during the whole time they were preparing to

blow her up, at a distance of not more than ten yards. . -

The privateer had one long eighteen-pounder on a circular carriage, and

two swivels, about one hundred tons, and appeared to have from eighty

to one hundred men; she was coppered and appeared new, and left Point

à-Petre yesterday on a cruize. Our joint loss has been fifteen killed and

wounded, lists of which are enclosed; that of the enemy must have been

very considerable, as the shore was completely lined with musquetry, ex

posed to a heavy cannonade from both ships, as well as from the small

arms in the boats.

I should be very deficient in my duty was I not to mention the very

allant style Captain Huskisson of the Pelorus supported me in, totally

destroying the enemy's battery by a joint fire. - * . . . .
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It is impossible for me to express my ideas of the very gallant manner

in which Lieutenants Itobertson and Flinn conducted themselves on this

occasion; and they speak in the highest terms of Messrs. Brisbane and

Hunter, midshipmen of this ship, Mr. Ferguson, boatswain, and Mr. Scott,

mate of the Pelorus, who as well as every individual employed were

volunteers on the service. I have the honour to he, &c.

- HUGH CAMIERON.

To Commodore Fahie.

Report of killed and wounded on board his Majesty's Sloop Pelorus, on the

Morning of the 17th October, 1809.

Lieutenant Edward Flinn, much hurt by blowing up the enemy's

schooner; Alexander M.Cardel, capt. master, killed; Richard Grumby,

private marine, ditto; Michael Lane, private marine, wounded, (since

dead); John Simpson, yeoman of the powder-rooin, severely wounded;

Thomas Redgrave, yeoman of the sheets, slightly wounded; John Living

ston, quarter-master, ditto; John Swan, coxswain, ditto.

Report of killed and wounded on Board his Majes'y's Sloop Hazard, on the

Morning of the 17th October, 1809.

James Murray, captain of the Forecastle, killed; Thomas Farthing,

corporal of marines, ditto; Willian Perryman, private marine, ditto;

Mr. Ferguson, boatswain, badly wounded, blown up ; Thomas Giles, pri

wate marine, dangerously wounded; Wm. Tallowgreen, private marine,

severely wounded ; Pierce Hestra, private marine, slightly wounded.

- - HUG II CAMERON.

Pompee, Fort-Royal Bay, Martinique,

SIR, Dec. 13, 1809.

I have to request that you will lay before the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, the accompanying letter from Captain Ballard, of the

Blonde, with its enclosure from Captain Miller, of the Thetis.

The manner in which the capture of the Nisus French corvette was

planned by Captain Miller, was most ably carried into execution by Capt.

lºliott, of his Majesty's sloop Pultusk, who commanded the seamen and

marines that were landed at a distance to attack the battery under which

she was anchored; a service they performed after passing through almost

impenetrable woods.

Captain Elliott received a severe contusion from the enemy's advanced

sentinel, whom he surprised, and shot with a pistol, but who had sufficient

strength to strike him in the knee with the butt-end of his musquet, after

firing it. He speaks highly of Lieutenant Belchier, and the other officers

and men under his command.

Lieutenant Carr, of the Attentive Gun Brig, has ever conducted himself

as a brºve and able officer. On every occasion he has distinguished him

self. I have the honour to be, &c.

ALEX, COCIIPANE.

His Majesty's Ship Blonde, off Guadaloupe,

5IR, December 14, 1809.

It was not until Sunday the 10th instant that I heard from Captain

Miller that a French brig from Europe had got into the Hayes. The

Thetis was despatched to reconnoitre her, and, if possible, to get her

out. I have much pleasure in forwarding you Captain Miller's letter to

me, giving an eccount of his having taken the French National Brig Nisus,

and destroyed the fortifications at that place.
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I have desired Captain Miller to remain off that port, as probably most

of the supplies bound to this part of the island Inay make for it. I regret

not having had earlier information of her being there, as it is likely she

unight have been taken before the supplies which she brought, consisting of

flour, beef, &c. were landed.

The Blonde and Hazard are off Lasseterre.

I have the honour to be, &c.

V. V. BALLARP).

To the Hon. Sir Alexander Cochrane, K. B.

. His Majesty's Ship Thetis, off N. W. Part of

SIR, Guadaloupe, JDec. 13, 1809.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that the brig you directed me to

reconnoitre at the Hayes, proved to be the French national corvette Le

Nisus, commanded by Mons. Le Netvel, Capitaine de Fregate, brought

out of that port yesterday evening. The gallantry displayed by Captain

Elliott, of the Pultusk, who headed the marines of this ship, the Pultusk,

Achates, and Bacchus, with a party of seventy-five seamen, secured the

possession of this vessel, and the destruction of every defence at the port

of the Hayes. The Difficulties they had to encounter in finding their way

through thick woods, over a high hill, without any path or gnide, adds an

instance to the perseverance and intrepidity of British seamen and marines.

It was dark before this gallant party found their way to the fort. Their

charge made upon it was irresistible ; the chemy (amounting, by the ac

count of one of the prisoners, to three hundred men) fled after a slight re

sistance, and the brig surrendered immediately upon the guns of the fort

being turned upon her, and was brought out by Captain Elliott, who left

Lieutenant Belchier, first of this ship, in charge of the destruction of the

battery, which he completely effected, setting fire to the buildings, spiking

the guns, and throwing the carriages and ammunition over the cliff. I

should be deſicient in duty not to report the zeal and ability displayed by

that officer in the performance of this service, as well as the assistance his

abilities have afforded me whenever called upon; and the credit Lieut.

Curr has added to his character, and the gallantry of the Attentive in

keeping up a fire on the battery and brig for upwards of six hours, a con

siderable part of the time within range of grape.

I am gratified at the conduct of every officer and man of this ship,

keeping up a constant fire, and working in a very narrow harbour with

120 incu out of the ship. Captain Elliot reports the conduct of his ship's

company, and of Lieutenants Ruel and Cooke, and the marines, as well

as of every officer and seaman of the landing party, in the highest terms.

Conceiving it of much importance to prevent the enemy getting guns

mountcd again at the fort, and cutting off reinforcements from Basseterre,

which the prisoners report were expected, I have thought it my duty to

remain of the IIay's in hopes of accomplishing that object, and prevent

ing any vesses getting into that port, or their getting round the cargo of

Le Nisus, which i unticrºtana to be a supply of provisions, and is in the

town; most of her crew got on shore from her after surrendering : she

sailed from L'Orient on the 30th October, and arrived at the Hayes the 1st

of this month, and was ready again for sea, laden with coffee. I am

happy to add, that not a man has been lost; the boatswain's inate and

one seaman on board the Attentive, one marine and one seaman, belonging

to this ship, wounded on shore. * I have, &c.

GEORGE MILLI'I',

To I. M. Ballard, Senior Officer, ºf Guadaloupe.
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General List of killed and wounded, Dec. 12, 1809.

! Tii ETIs.

- John Holland, marine, badly wounded; Thomas Elford, seaman,

slightly wounded.

ATTENTIve.

Thomas Berry, boatswain's mate, severely wounded; Arch. Chapman,

quarter-master, slightly wounded.

SIR, Pompee, Fort Royal Bay, Dec. 16, 1809.

I send for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty

the copy of a letter from Captain Hawker, of the Melampus, acquainting

me with the capture of a French corvette, laden with supplies from Gua

daloupe. I have the honor to be, &c.

ALEX. COCHRANE.

SIR, His Mjesty's Ship Melampus, Dec. 14, 1809.

I have the honor to acquaint you, his Majesty’s ship under my command

captured this day, after a chase of twenty-eight hours, Le Bearnais, a French

brig corvette, of sixteen twenty-four pounder carronades and one hundred

and nine men, including thirty soldiers, commanded by Monsieur Montha

zen, Lieutenant de Vaisseau; she is perfectly new, laden with flour and

warlike stores, from Bayonne to Guadaloupe; she had one man killed and

some wounded, and wounded two of ours before she struck; part of the

cargo was thrown overboard during the chase.

I have the honor to be, &c.

The Hon. Sir Aler. Cochrane, K. E. 5 c.

SIR, Pompee, under.}ſarie Galante, Dec. 25, 1809.

I have great pleasure in sending Captain Walker, of his Majesty's sloop

Rosamond's report of his success in capturing the Papillon, a Freiich cor

vette, having thirty soldiers and a quantity of flour on board, intended for

the garrison of Guadaloupe. -

I have the honor to be, &c.

AJ.E.X. COCHIRAN F.

SI R, - Rosamond, at Sca, Dec. 19, 1899.

I have great satisfaction in acquainting you that, on sunday the 17th in

stant, while running down oil the north side of Grandterre, I received in

formation from the boat of a small privateer belonging to Antigua, com

manded by a Mr. Morris, that a French national brig was between Guada

loupe and Montserrat; on which I immediately proceeded in the direction

pointed out, and at noon was fortunate enough to get sight of her, and, after

a chase of thirty-eight hours, she surrendered to his Majesty's sloop under

my command, close in with Santa Cruz. She is the national brig Le Pa

pillon, commanded by Monsieur De la Genetic re, Capitaine de Fregate,

mounting fourteen twenty-four pounder carronades, and two long sixes,

with one hundred and ten met, on board, thirty of whom are troops. She

was from Bourdeaux, bound to Guadaloupe, had been thirty-three days out,

with three hundred barrels of flour on board, cighty of which she threw

overboard during the clase. The Papillon is a vesse of large dimensions,

two years old, sails fast, and appears to me to le well calculated, in every

point, for his Majesty's service. - -
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It is a pleasing part of my duty to represent to you the alacrity and zeal

shewn by every officer and man under my command, during the chase, and

I beg to introduce to your notice Lieutenant Henry Louey, first lieutenant;

who sliewed himself on this and all other occasions a most active and zea

lous officer.

I have the honor to be, &c.

- B. WALKER.

lice-admiral the Hon. Sir Aler. Cochrane, K. B.

SIR, Pompee, tinder Marie Galante, Dec. 25, 1800.

Being at anchor in Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, on the 10th instant, a

man of war brig, far in the Offing to leeward, appeared with a signal flying

that she had been chased by the enemy's frigates; I in mediately made the

signal to the Perlen, then on her way towards Guadaloupe, to speak the

brig, and to proceed according to the intelligence she might obtain; the

Alcmene was ordered to weigh and follow, and the Sceptre, Alfred, and

Freija, which had at that monient joined me, were not allowed to anchor;

but to leave their flat boats, and proceed also.

So soon as I heard from Captain Weatherall of the Observateur, the brig

which made the signal, that the enemy's frigates; four in number, had cap

tured and burnt his Majesty's ship Junon (belonging to the Halifax squad

ron), about one hundred and fifty miles to windward of Guadaloupe, and

that the Observateur had escaped by superior sailing, I proceeded to sea

with this ship and the Abercrombie, and arrived off the Saintes early in the

morning of the 18th, and about noou I was informed by Captain Eliot, of

his Majesty's sloop Pultusk, that two of the enemy's frigates were at anchor

about three leagues to the northward and westward of the town of Basse

terre; I then directed Captain Fahie, of the Abercrombie, to remain and

guard Point-a-Petre, and Captain Watson, of the Alfred, to guard Basse

terre, and made all sail in this ship with an intention of attacking the enciny:

but on approaching nearer, I discovered the Sceptre, of the line, the Broude,

Thetis, Freija, and Castor frigates, and Cygnet, Hazard, and Ringdove sloops,

and Elizabeth schooner, ready to commence the attack, I therefore did not

interfere with the judicious arrangement of Captain Ballard of the Sceptre,

the scnior captain, and had only an opportunity of witnessing the engage

ment. Baffling and light winds preventing the Poinpce from getting within

gun-shot until the action had ceased, and the two frigates and batteries

whicſ: defended the anchorage completely destroyed.

The Blonde, Thetis, Cygnet, Hazard, and Ringdove, bore the brunt of the

action froin their being a-head of the other ships, and by the animiated fire

kept up from them, one of the enemy's frigates was very soon dismasted,

when the men began to desert their ships, and soon after set fire to them.

Upon this Captain Cameron, of the Hazard, with the boats of the squadron,

gallantly landed and storiued the batteries, which were still amnoying our

ships both with cannon and musquetry, and in the act of hauling down the

enemy's colours, he fell by a swivel shot. In him the ſervice has lost a

brave and distinguished officer, and who, with Licutenant Jenkins, first of

the Blonde, also killed, have left each a widow and family to hament their

loss.

The names of the frigates destroyed are, I understand, the Loire and

Seine, picreed for forty guns each, but had none mounted on their quarter

decks or forecastles; they were moored in a strong, position in Auce la

Barque, with their broadsides toward the entrauce, which was defended by

a heavy battery, now demolished, and the magazines blown up.

I am informed by the seven prisoners brought off from the shore, that

these ships had not their full coinplciuc at of seamen, but that they had four
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isndred troops on board and fifty artillery men, which all escaped, with

the exception of the above seven, and twenty others taken in a re-captured

vessel; but all the warlike stores and provisions, intended for the garrison

of Guadaloupe, were blown up in the frigatcs.

I enclose a list of killed and wounded: the Blonde's loss is rather severe,

and so is, I have reason to believe, the enemy's, who had time to save no

thing but their clothes.

I had every reason to be highly pleased in witnessing the emulation and

bravery displayed by the several ships, in closing with the enemy; and I

request you to make the same known to the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty; also Captain Ballard's report, which is sent herewith.

I have not yet been able to fall in with the other two frigates; but I am in

great hopes of preventing their arrival at Guadaloupe.

I have, &c.

ALEX. COCIIRANE.

sir, Scep're, off Guadaloupe, Dec. 18, 1809.

The moment I took charge of the squadron you did me the honour to:

place under iny command, I that instant rejected the enemy's truce, con

ceiving it a mere French finesse, to procrastinate our attack on their fri

gates, at an anchor in Port à la Duche.

The captains of the squadron most readily entered into my plans, which,

and that really zeal manifested throughout the squadron, claims my most

grateful thanks. To Captains Ballard and Miller all possible praise is due

for sojudiciously placing their ships, in a situation nearly annihilating the

enemy's two frigates, of forty guns each; the outer ship's masts gone and

on fire, by the time this ship and the rest of the squadron, from baffling

winds, could render assistance.

Ilainent that this little affair has not been achievcd without bloodshed.

To that gallant officer, Captain Cameron, I gave discretionary orders with

the other commanders, aided by the armed boats, to act against the batte

ries; and, while in possession of the northernmost fort, which we had be

fore silenced, he received a wound from a musket ball, and afterwards his

mortal wound from a swivel shot. In him the service has lost a most ineri

** and good officer. I grieve to find he has lett a widow to mourn his

(JSS.

lins, of this ship, as well as Guise and Mollesworth, for their prompt mea

sures in destroying the batteries; and to every other officer there employed;

for the same spirit that excited them seemed in short to animate every in

dividual in the squadron.

From Captain Dix I received every assistance the nature of the service

uired, who I trust stands high in your estimation.

“Tº is a list of the wounded on board the Thetis, which is the only

return I have received.

I have, &c. *

W. W. BALLARD.

To Sir Aler. Cochrane, K. B. Vice

admiral ºf the Blue, &c.

List of Men wounded in Action with the Enemy belonging to His Majesty's

Ship Thetis, George. Miller, Esq. Captain, dated December 18, 1809.

John M*Masters, quarter-master's-mate, badly wounded, in destroying

the battery and two frigates; William Royle, landman, ditto; Williaia

ſºat, ºſpron, CR01, XXIII. Z

- - -
|

I beg leave to recommend to your notice Lieutenants Wyborn and Col
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Upton, able seaman, ditto; William Hooper, ordinary seaman, slightly

wounded, in destroying the battery and two frigates; Patrick Steele, laud

man, ditto; William M'Ferrett, able seatnan, ditto.

G. M. LLER, Captain.

W. DAVIS, Surgeon.

His Majesty's Ship Blonde, off Guadaloupe,

stR, * I}ecember 13, 1803.

I herewith return you a list of killed and wounded on board his Majes

ty's ship Blonde, in action with two French frigates, Loire aud Renommée,

of forty-four guns each, under a battery of Ance la Barque, on the evening

of the 1st December. Thank God our loss is not greater. The Blonde

has not suffered either in her hull, masts, or yards. One bower and stream

cabies were shot away; the other iower cable was cut; we are now without

a bower anchor. The conduct of the officers and ship's company merit my

warmest praise. Mr. Thompson, the master, lost his arm about three

months past in a gallant manner, destroying a small privateer under the

batteries of Guadaloupe. -

I have the honour to be, &c.

V. V. BALLARD.

List of Killed and Wounded on hoard His Majesty's Ship B'onde, in Action,

on the Evening of 18:h December, with the French Frigates Renoinute

and Loire, of Forty-four Guns each, under a Five Gun Buttery L'Ance a

Barque, Guadaloupe.

Killed.— Mr. G. Jenkins, first licutenant : Mr. Jºdward Freeman, mas

ter's-mate; P. Johnstone, able seaman; John Potter, able seaman; N.

Lops, able seaman; George Bushell, private marine; Anthony Stanning,

private marine.

Wounded.—William Johnson, captain of the aſ:er-gallery, mortally;

Thomas Sedgraves, able seaman, severely; John Willson, ordinary seaman,

ditto; Jean Saing, supernumerary scalpan (black man), ditto; Luke Skep

pen, private unarine, ditto; William Bluet, private marine, slightly; Jos.

Trenter, private marine, ditto; William Johnson, private marine, ditto;

Mr. C. W. Richardson, third lieutenant, disto; Mr. T. Robotham, midship.

man, ditto; Thomas Urell, able seaman, ditto; Robert Morrison, yeoman

of the sheets, ditto; John Copeman, able seaman, ditto; David Logne,

ordinary seaman, ditto; William Cox, ordinary seaman, ditto; John String

field, landmau, ditto; Jancs Leach, acting caulker, ditto.

V. V. B.ALLARD.

Extract of a Letter from the Honourable Captain Bouverie, of His Mjesty's

Ship the Medusa, addressed to the Honºrable Rear-adai, at Stºpford,

and transmitted by Lord Gambier to John Hºlson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Ship Mºdusa, Jan. 14, 1810.

I have the honour to inform you, that yesterday his Majesty's ship under

my command captured the French privateer L'tiirondelle, of fourteen guns

and seventy-five inen; this vessel is quite new ; she belonged to Nantes,

and left the entrance of the Loire just twenty-four hours before her

capture. -

Copy of a Letter from Captain Mudge, ºf His 31.jcs'ſs Ship the Phanir, to

john Wilson Croker, Esq. dated at Sea, January 29, 1810.

sir,

I beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of their Lordships, that
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at one P. M. after a chase of twenty-one hours, (the last six cahn) I cap

tured (by the baats of this ship and Jalouse) the French privateer brig le

Charles, of finirteen guns and ninety mem.

It is but justice to inform their Lordships, that first Lieutenant Monday,

second Lieutenant Roberts, with lieutenant itand all, of the Jalouse, very

gallantly boarded her, under a heavy fire of grape ºud ºnusketry.

- I have the bouqur to be, &c. -

Z. MUDGE.

Pharnir.—t killed, 1 wounded. -

Julvust.—None killed or wounded.

FEBRUARY |O.

Conw of a Letter from Cºntain Righ, of his Majes'w's Ship Wałianº, cd

dressed ºn Adminut Lord Gambi, r, and transuit ted by him to john Wilsoa

Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Skip Waliant, of Bellesle,

MY Lord, 3d February, 1810.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that at day-light this morning I fell in with,

and after six hours chase, captured the French Frigate Cantoniere (now

called the Confiance), from the Isle of France, in part disarmed, having

fourteen guns and a complement of a hundred and thirty-seven men, and

laden with a cargo of colonial produce.

It appears she was lent to the merchants of the Mauritius, for the pur

pose of transporting this valuable cargº to France. I have, &c.

JOHN BLIGH.

FfHru'Artv 1.0.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Patner, gº His Mºjosº.'s Sloop Picºsant,

, addressed to … dai, u/ lºng, und by him transualted by the latter to

John Wilson Croker, Esq.

IIis Majesty's Sloop Pheasant, at Sea,

st R, February 4, 1810.

I have the bonour to acquaint you, that of Scilly, yesterday at eleven

A. M. on clearing up of a thick fog, a ºngger was seen bearing West bout

the distance of six or seven miles from this slºop. There was then bºnt a

very light air of wiki from the Northward, I therefore thoº, ht it useless

to chase him, but made sail roin him, keeping the Pheasant's head sails

as much aback as possibie, and the lºgger direct a stern, to prevent his

discovering us to be a vessel of war; anº; I was happy to see tist the ura

neuvre took, as he immediately made all sa" after tis, and with

rowing, &c. was up to the Pheasont by five P. M. when he hoisted French

colours and gave us a shot; on which tacked, and had the good fºrtuue

in pass; tıg him to strike away his top past; the lugger likewise gave the

Pheasaat his guns in passiºg, and fired sever..! volleys of small arties at

her without effect. I am happy to add, that after a case of fºur he rs [

succeeded in capturing her, whose name is the Le Comte D. iśuyeº, urg.

belºnging to St. Maloes, cºrrying fourteen guns, which were thrºwn over

lºard in the chase, and her crew consisted of fifty-three men; b.d been

out three days from the Isle o Bas, had lºot inade any capture, is a new

vessel upwards of eighty tººs, an on uºr secºud cruis. . I have, &c.

JCHN PALMER,
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FEBRUARY 10.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Stuart, commanding his Majesty's Ship

Clyde, to John Wilson Croker, Esq., datcd at Sea,

si it. - February 6, 1810.

Be pleased to inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that

his Majesty's Ship Clyde, under my command, after a chase of five hours,

has captured the French luiger privateer La Transet, pierced for fourteen

guns, aud having forty-five men, last from Bourdezux.

I have the hºnour to be, &c.

JOHN STUART, Captain.

- ***

£abal Courtă îartial.

-º-

(ON Monday, the 11th of Tecember, a Court Martial was held on James

Nehemiah Taylor, Esq. surgeon of his Majesty's ship Jamaica, of

24 guns, on board his Majesty's ship Gladiator, in Portsmouth Harbour.—

The charge against the prisoner was, that he had been guilty of an abomin

--

able offence of Thomas Ashton, a boy of the royal imarines, his servant, on

board the Jamaica, on the 23d of August last, on her voyage from Halifax.

Several witnesses having been examined, the court was cleared, and

agreed that the charge had becn proved against the said Nehemiah Taylor,

and did adjudge him to suffer death, by being hanged by the neck on board

such ship of his Majesty, and at such time, as the commissioners for execu

ting the office of Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Bri

tain, Ireland, &c. or any three of them for the time being, should direct.—

The court was again opened, the prisoner brought in, audience admitted,

and scntence passed accordingly.

The dreadful sentence of the law was carried into execution, on the 26th

of September. On the day preceding, the unfortunate prisoner had had a

long conversation with Mr. Howell, the chaplain of the ship, of which the

following is part:-" Now sir, I am willing to make a full disclosure of all

my sins, for I feel I must unburden my lit art and mind of then. I will

tell you with whom I have been concerned in this hateful crime, which I

have practised so long and so often, and who are the persons that have ten

ded to bring me into this taneful practice. Sir, this crime is more general

than you are aware of thºre is a society formed for the practice of it ! and,

belonging to it, are some men whom the public look up to.”—He was pro

ceeding to make this painful and disgusting disclosure, when Mr. H. desi

red be would not mention any names, as, in his present situation, it could

bc of no service, and the recollection of the circumstances micht only tend

to rufile his mind, and break off his communications with the Deity, which

above all things he shoºtd endeavour to preserve. He proceeded: -In

London, in France, and in the Mediterranean, he had seen the act commit

ted, and it was not considered a crime; that having taken tºp the vile and

baneful opinion, that he had a right to do with himself as he pleased, and was

not accountaile to God, he had frequently committed it; and so powerful

was the influence of the vice over him, that when objects did not present

themselves to him, he sought them. He now loathed himself, he saw its

detestable nature, and cried unto God for a pardon of all his sins; and he

hoped and believed, that, through Christ, he should obtain it!” His sub

sequent conversation and prayers were most pious, scriptural, pathetic, and

affecting. . When he was about to be removed from the Puissant to the Ja
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maica (on the morning of his execution,) he said to Mr. II. “could the

curtain of life drop here, in this cabin, I should neet it with satisfaction

and composure, restius as I do, on the mercy of God, through the Saviour.

But should you perceive me flurried or discomposed in my last moments, do

not attribute it to any thing but that awfulness, which it is impossible not

to feel, from the scene of the boats round the ship, and the preparations

inade to make an example of my end.” When the boat had arrived along

side the Jamaica, he turned to Mr. H. and exclaiut d-" this is, indeed,

sir, a most awful monent.” He continued in prayer for some time, in the

gun-room of the Jamaica, and said twice or thrice “he was ready.” Though

the hour appointed for his execution (11 o'clock) had not arrived, yet his

wishes were complied with. He walked to the place of execution, praying

all the time, in which he was joined by the Provost-marshal, a man of su

perior miud. He was so composed as to correct the Provost-marshal twice,

in reading the warrant for his execution; and when putting on the cap, it

being too small, the Provost-marshal said he wished it had come down over

the whole of his face, he said “never mind.” Mr. H. now said “here I

must leave you, my feelings will not allow me to remain with you longer;

I will go in the cabin and pray for you."—Shaking Mr. H. most affection

ately by the hand, be replied, “Do, do | God bless you!” These were

the last words he uttercd, and a few minutes before eleven he was launched

into eternity. He apparently suffered very little; in three or four minutes

his struggles were ended.

He was a man of good education, strong natural abilities, and very exten

sive reading; but his principal reading, as he said, was in Voltaire, Boling

broke, and other infidel authors. His manuers were easy and courteous,

and his quick flow of observations, upon almost every subject, shewed a

well-stored mind. He was 38 years of age, 19 years of which he was a sur

geon in the navy. He was son of the late Mr. Taylor, Dispenser of the

Royal Hospital at Haslar. His body was landed aud interred, at Alver

$toke.
-

---

Høromotions and 3ppointments,

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Rear-admiral Pickmore is to hoist his flag and proceed with a reinforce

ment off Cadiz.

Captain John Allen to the Franchise; William Ramage to the Cherokee;

E. M. Chamberline to the Teneraire; William Hanwell to the Grampus:

John Quilliam to the Alexandria; James Tillard to the Sabriſia; John

Lambourn to the Trinculo : S. T. Digby to the Theban; George Burlton

to the Rodney; Tower to the Curaçoa; G. Lennock to the Ra

ven; John Poo Beresford, M. P. to the Poictiers; l?ashwood to

the Pyramus; Stackpoole to the Tonnant; J. L. O'Conner to

the Bonne Citoyenne.

Lieuteuant Robert Atchison is appointed to the Royal Hospital at Green

wich, vice Lt. Hunter, deceased.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

Robert Glenney to the Formidable; Henry Jenkinson to the Clyde,

Henry Masterman to the Formidable; Edward Biddulph to the tºmyx;

Wilson B. Bigland to the Implacable; James L. Lean to the Thracian;

Mark Anthony to the Rinaldo; Andrew Vincent to the Owen Giełdower;

-

-
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Launcelot Jackson to the Dolphin; W. W. Clifton to the Cherokee; R. T.

Peevor to the Cretan; Piercy Brett to the Formidable; Robert Peter to the

Lion; S. L. Falkiner to the Castilian ; Akſred Robinson to the F!y; Ed

ward H. Scott to the Albacore; William Alaoue (?) to the Gleekstadt;

Charles Tulloch to the Scipion; Robert B. Young to the Priºcess Carolina;

Thomas Archer to the Beagle; Thomas Hawkes to the Doterel; \villain

Rowley to the Lynx; Robert Trist to the Pleche; Joseph Magin to the Sci

pion; Thomas Ebor ºld to the Couragcux ; Jºnes Lew to the Devastation;

Col. Campbell to the Theban; Henry Meymall to ditto: George Young

(1) to the Lion; W. N. Glasscock to ditto; John Kains to the Vesuvius;

William Elliott (2) to the Implacable; John Neale (1) to the Parthian ;

John Chrystie to the Cordelia; George Bºwen to the Dictator; Richard

Conner to the Sybille; James Fastiman to the Princess; L. E. M*Reidy to

the Dictator; Henry Elton to ditto; William I ſoughton to the Audacious;

Francis James Lewis to the Argus; George law kins to the Plantageuet;

Charles Jolley to the Ulysses; Alexander Bissett to ditto; Frederick Voller

to the Mercurius; Robert Streathfield to the Rose; William Hamilton (2)

to ditto; William Ruddell to the Apelles; Thomas W. Cecil to the Ton

nant; G. W. Larmon to ditto; David Shine to the Mars; William Edward

Parry to the Alexandria; Thomas Phipps to the Bermuda; Roddam T.

I)ouglas to the St. George; William Figg to the Rolla; Thomas Skead to

ditto; Daniel Miller (2) to the Itinaldo ; Thomas Pettinan to the Dread

nought ; Thomas Lipson, 1st lieutenant, to the Bonne Citoyenne; Neilson

Williamson, 2d lieutenant, to ditto.

A list of midshipmen who passed for lieutenants on the first Wednesday

in the month, at Somerset-House, London, and the Out-ports:—

In London.—Frederick Stunn, William Smith, William Hewett, Frede

rick Boyce, Thomas Dundas, Richard Scanlan, George Beaseley, Wilſiam

Randall, James Rennie, George i3issett.

Shcerness.-John Broderick, Willian Budgen, James Robinson, Samuel

Price, William Mlcadows, William Hornsby, Jatues iiarris, John Middleton,

Henry Ansell.

Portsmouth.-George Read, J. Y. Oliver, William Robertson, George

Deal, M. Hoyle, Thomas Baker, Francis Mcheux, George IIugo, John

Adamson, Jos'. Drewe, James Crawford, It. M. Woodriffe, John Mee, H.

W. De Chaer.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

Richard Gibbs to the Grampus; Charles Stormouth to the Theban; John

Lauder to the Belvidera; James Holbrook to the Cherokee; James Coul

thread to the Mars; Leyson Rees to the Pyramus: Alexander Geunett to

the Waldemaar; Pearcc Power to the Recruit; William Gilinore to the

Helena; Robert Smyth to the Implacable: John Farley to the Rinaldo;

Fºlward Colley to the Prometheus; Ambrose Blacklock to the Ethalion;

Francis Torbitt to the Helicon; P. Waldron to the Tartarus; W. Preston

to the Zenobia; Daniel Mongrove to the Thracian; N. Poulden to the

Coesen; Mr. Iiciary Donnett is appointed dispenser of the naval hospital

at Gibraltar. -

Mr. John Mortiner to be surgeon of the naval hospital at Barbadocs,

vice Mr. Cormick, deceased; Mr. Niel Sumith to succeed Mr. Mortimer, us

surgeon of the hospital at Martinique.

J. W. Ellia is appointed dispetišer for prisoners of war, at Portchester

Castle.

*
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William Mackay to the Saturn; George Smith to the Surly cutter; R.

Burnside to the Rodney; Thomas Johnstone to the Resolution; Thomas

Heron to the Arvi Princen; Thomas Davis to the Ethalion; George Par

sons to the Harpy; J. L. Drummond to the St. Juan ; Francis Torbitt to

the Avenger; William Warden to the Namur; George Meredith to the

Poictiers; David Thomson to the Sheldrake; Thomas Alexander to the

Alert; William Greaves to the Ceres.

Assistant-surgeons appointed, &c.

John Clerke to the Africaine; Charles Norman to the Monarch; Tho

mas Richards to the Centinel; W. M. Ewen to the Formidable; James

Alexander to the Starling G. B. ; William Sutton to the Orion; G. S. Ru

therford to the Lion; Walter Oudhey to be an hospital mate at Haslar;

Patrick Coleman to ditto; [J. M. Mianus to be hospital mate at Dartmoor;

J. F. Headerson to the Bellerophon; Thomas Bolton to the Implacable;

Thomas Hagan to the Kent; Alfred Nicholson to the Royal William;

Thomas Hagan to the Vesta!; John Hunter to the Haughty G. B.; S. T.

Aplin to the Impetueux; John Buchanan to the Belvidere; G. Zimmerman

to the itedbreast G. B.

e BIRTHS.

Lately, in Devonshire-street, the Lady of Captain H. M. Scott, R.N. of

a both.

Lately, at Portsmouth, the Lady of the Hon. Captain Paget, of his Ma

jesty's ship Revenge, of a daughter. -

On the 28th of January, the Lady of Captain Woodley Losack, of his
Majesty's slip Isis, of a sun. e

MARRIAGES.

Iły special licence, at St. George's, Hanover-square, by the Reverend Dr.

Fuºchard, domestic chaplain to the Earl of Northesk, Rear-admiral of the

White, Walter Long, Esq of Preshan House, Hants, to Mary Carnegie, eld

est daughter of the Earl of Northesk.

Lately at Chatham, Lieutenant Pelbit, late of the Briseis, to Miss How,

of Chathain.

On the 9th of August last, Lieutenant John Lambert, R. N. to Miss

Leigh, daughter of Leigh, Esq. all prisoners of war, at Verdun.

James Farquhar, Esq. surgeon in the Royal Navy, to Miss Barbara

Fordyce.

Mr. Salter, Purser of his Majesty's ship Thalia, to Miss Pye, daughter of

the late Mr. Pye, purser in the Royal Navy, of Portsea.

OBITUARY,

On the 14th of February, at Edinbro', Mrs. Charles Dundas, sister to the

Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melville, late 1st Lord Commissioner of the Ad

nurakty. - * -

I ately, T, Malin, Esq. a commissioner of excise, father-in-law to Lord

Mulgrave, and Captain Malin, of his Majesty's ship Undaunted.
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On the 9th of February, at the advanced age of 86 years, Lady Stanhope,

mother of Vice-admiral Sir H. E. Stanhope, Bart. - *

On the 14th of February, after a lingering illness, Miss Jane Robb, young

est daughter of Charles Robb, Esq. master-attendant of his Majesty's Dock

Yard, at Deptford. -

On the 4th of February, after a lingering illness, Jane Kent, wife of

Captain Kent, of his Majesty's ship Agincourt, she had been twice round

the World, an occurrence that happens to few females.

Lately, Lieutenant Jenkins, of his Majesty's ship the Blonde.

On the 27th of February, at his apartments, in Greenwich Hospital, aftera

most severe illness, which at his a vanced age,(79) he struggled against with a

fortitude peculiar to himself, Lieutenant William Hunter, " of that institu

tion, and brother of Admiral John Hunter. He was one of the oldest offi

cers and best seamen which the British Navy could boast of, and the many

amiable and generous acts which he was continually in the habit of exerci

sing to many who stood in necd of his support, nºtist be deeply engraven in

the hearts of those who shared his bounty; his warn and enerous heart

never suffered the object of disticss to pass, without affording such relief as

would have done honor to the liberality of a man of far superior circum

stances; by his death, the young man of merit entering into life has lost a

generous protector, and seciety a valuable inember, and by all who knew

him, he lived respected, and died lamented.

Lately fell at Guadaloupe, in the act of most gallantly destroying two of

the enemy's frigates, which took shelter under the forts of that island, Cap

tain Cameron of his Majesty's sloop the Hazard.

Lately at Madras, commissioner Inman, residing at that presidency.

Lately, at Jamaica, of the yellow fever, Mr. P. Murphy, surgeon of the

Naval Hospital at Port Royal. - -

On the 16th February, at his father's house in the Dock-yard at Dept

ford, Mr. John Hooker, cliest sou of Mir. Iiooker, one of the builders as

sistants of that yard.

Qo the 8th November, on the Jamaica station, Captain Welch, of his

Majesty's ship Racoon. Also, Mr. Murphy, surgeon of the Naval Hospital

at Jamaica.

At Shcerness, Captain Bass, of his Majesty's ship Gluckstadt.

Mr. Pancass, a carpenter of the ſtoyal Navy, who attained his 90th year,

on new-year's day last.

Richard Lewin, Esq. aged 90, formerly a commander in the service of

the East. India Company.

--- -

*...* The account of the death of Mrs. Rose, wife of Lieutenant James

Rose, commander of the Crown prison ship, at Portsmouth, (copicá, we

believe, from a provincial paper) is erroneous–We have the pleasure of

stating, that that Lady is alive, and in perfect health.

* For an interesting Biographical Memoir of this worthy and lamented

officer, with his portrait, see Vol. XIII, page 1, Natal Chronicle.
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MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

or THE LATE

Jo HN CARTER AL LEN, ESQ.

ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE SQUADRON,

* In danger cool, in battle steady,

To die or conquer always ready."
-

-

T has been justly observed, that, “ as it is not the fortune of

every man to have that opportunity of distinguishing himself,

which is necessary to the acquisition of high renown, there have

been several cºmmanders who have attained the most elevated rank

in the service, and with the greatest intinºis honour, without

acquiring that fame which has indelibly established the characters

of others ; yet are these men not a tittle less entitled to the thanks

and applause of their countrymenº–This remark applies with

considerable force to the late Admira Allen: for, though his -

professional honours were, literally, the reward of professional

merit, his services never appear to have been sufficiently brought

forward to public notice.

This gentleman obtained a lieutenant's commission on the 14th

of June, 1745, and was made commander, in the Grampus sloop,

on the 5th of April, 1757.* This proved to be a very fortunate

appointment; as, in the course of the year, after

action in the Bay, he took the Duc d'Aumont, Fre

of 16 guns and 100 men; for which, on the ºs.

he was promoted to post rankº-in-the Experiment frigate, of 20

gallant

guns.—In the interim, however, he, for a short period, com

manded, by order, a sixth rate, on the Mediterranean station.

Captain Allen did not remain long in the Experiment; but,

* Robert Allen died captain of the Mary yacht, in the year 1752; and

Edward Allen perished with several of his crew, when captain of the

Greenwich, which was overset in a hurricane, at Jamaica, on the 22d of T

October, 1744; but, whether either of these officers were related to the -

subject of this memoir, we are uninformed. -

- -

iſºab, Cſ;fºr, Gioſ, XXIII, 2 A -

- -
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early in the year 1760, he sailed from England, in the Repulse

frigate, which formed part of a small squadron, sent under the

command of the Hon. Captain (afterwards admiral) Byron, to

demolish the fortifications at Louisbourg. Whilst employed on

this service, Captain Byron received intelligence that some French

ships of war had put into the Bay of Chaleur, with several small

vessels under their convoy, laden with ammunition, stores, &c.

for the French army in Canada. He accordingly proceeded

thither, with his own ship, the Fame, of 74 guns, the Repulse,

Captain Allen, and the Scarborough, of 20 guns, Captain Stott.

On the 24th of June, this little squadron cntered the bay, and

discovered the following French ships at anchor:-

Ships. Guns.

Machault ---------- 32

Bienfaisant -------- 22

Marquis de Marloze. - 16

On Captain Byron's approach, the French retired higher up,

landed their men, and began to erect batteries on the shore, to

obstruct his passage up the channel, which was very narrow and

shoal. On the 8th of July, our ships were lightened, and with

some difficulty warped up within shot of the chemy, who, for a

time, sustained a brisk cannonade, which ultimately compellcd

them to set fire to their ships, abandon them, and fly to the shore.

The Machault and Bienfaisant were burnt by their own crews,

and the Marquis de Marloze by the English.-The batteries were

now specdily silenced; and a party of seamen and marines was

landed, by which the fortifications of the place were destroyed,

with twenty sail of sloops, schooners, and small privateers.

On this service, which was of considerable importance, Captain

Allen distinguished himself in a very gallant manner. The French

convoy, so fortunately destroyed, had been despatched from

Europe, for the relief of the garrison of Montreal; but, finding

that the British squadron, under Lord Colville, had reached the

river St. Lawrence before them, they put into the Bay of Chaleur,

hoping that, by landing the troops, provisions, and stores, they

might be conveyed to their place of destination by land.

Captain Allen returned to Louisbourg with Captain Byron ;

and, in the following year, he was detached by Lord Colville,
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with some other ships, to convey troops to the West Indies,

where he remained, in the Repulse, till the conclusion of the war.

On the 4th of June, 1761, after he had joined Commodore Sir

James Douglas with the convoy, he proceeded with that officer to

the attack of the island of Dominica; which, after a short

resistance, surrendered on the 8th of the month. In 1762, he

was with Admiral Rodney at the reduction of Martinique, and

other French settlements. *

In 1763, Captain Allen returned to England; the Repulse

was dismantled, and laid up ; and, in consequence of the peace,

her commander was not again employed, till the month of May,

1770. At that time, Captain Allen was appointed to the Ajax,

of 74 guns; one of four ships, all of the same force, which were

soon afterwards ordered to Ireland, and thence to Gibraltar;

having taken on board a body of troops, at the former place, for

the purpose of relieving such part of the garrison as had been

quartered abroad, during the usually allotted period of service.

This mode of conveying the soldiers was adopted from economical

and prudential motives; to save the expense of hiring transports,

and to ensure their safe arrival at Gibraltar; the dispute between

Britain and Spain, respecting Falkland's Islands, being then at its

height.

In 1771, the above-mentioned service having been executed, and

the difference with Spain settled, the Ajax was put out of com

mission ; and Captain Allen is not known to have holden any far

ther command till the year 1777, when he was appointed to the

Albion, of 74 guns. From that ship he was removed, early in the

ensuing year, into the Egmont, of the same force. In the latter

he served under Admiral Keppel, on the home station; and,

in the memorable action with the French fleet, off Ushant, the

skill and gallantry which he displayed did him great credit. # On

that occasion, the Egmont had twelve men killed, and nineteen

wounded. -

* Wide biographical memoir of Lord Rodney, NAVAL Chaoxicle, Vol. I.

page 863, et seq.

+ The details of this action, with a portrait and biographical memoir of

Admiral Lord Keppel, and the trial of that officer, will be found in the

seventh Volume of the NAVAL CHRoxicle, pages 289, 277, and 339.
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Soon after the return of the fleet into port, Captain Allen (s

said to have been removed into his former ship, the Ajax ; but of

this we are not certain. If so, it was not long before he resumed

the command of the Egmont; as, in 1779, he served in the

Channel fleet, under Sir Charles Hardy; and, in the month of

August, in that year, when the combined force of France and

Spain appeared before Plymouth,” he was in the rear division,

with Admiral Digby.

Towards the close of 1779, or early in 1780, Captain Allen

removed into the Gibraltar, of 80 guns ; and, in the summer of

the latter year he was employed in the Soundings, under the

command of Sir Francis Geary. F

About the month of May, 1782, Captain Allen was appointed

to the Royal William, of 84 guns, one of the ships which were

at that time equipping for Channel service.—In September

following, he proceeded in that ship to Gibraltar, under the orders

of Admiral Lord Howe, for the relief of that fortress.f. In the

partial action which ensued, with the combined fleets, off Cape

Spartel, on the 20th of October, he was stationed in the line, as

one of the seconds to Vice-admiral Barrington ; Ś on which occa

sion, the Royal William had two men killed, and thirteen

wounded ; amongst the latter of whom, were her second and third

lieutenants. -

This appears to have been the last command which Captain

Allen enjoyed. On the 21th of September, 1787, he was pro

moted to the rank of rear-admiral of the white squadron; but, in

consequence of the general tranquillity which then, and for some

years afterwards prevailed, he was never called upon to hoist his

flag.—On the 21st of September, 1790, he was made rear-admiral

of the red squadron; on the 1st of February, 1793, vice-admiral

of the white; on the 12th of April, 1794, vice-admiral of the

* Wide NAvAL CHRON1cle, Vol. XIX. page 104.

+ For a portrait and biographical memoir of this officer, the reader is

referred to the XVIIth Volume of The NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 177.

f Wide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I. page 17.

* Wide biographical memoir of Admiral Barrington, Naval Chronicºt,

Yol, IV, pages 191 and 196,

w
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red; on the 1st of June, 1795, admiral of the blue; and, on the

14th of February, 1799, admiral of the white.

We are not acquainted with the name or family of the lady to

whom Admiral Allen was united in marriage; but we understand

that, in the month of September, 1788, he had a daughter married

to—Robinson, Eq. a banker, of Arundel, in Sussex.

Generally esteemed and regretted, Admiral Allen terminated a

long and active life, some time in the year 1800.
/

*-

NAVAL ANECDOTES, w

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GURGITe V.Asto.

ChianACTER OF LORD COcti RANE,

IIE following character of the gallant Captain Lord Cochrane (from

CobbETT's Political Register) was drawn, in consequence of the Hon.

C. Yorke having said in the House of Commons, that he thought it pre

sumptuous in that officer to set up his judgment in opposition to that of

others, who were captains before he was born:—

“ Lord Cochrane, if my information be correct, was the originator of the

enterprise; (in Basque Roads) it was he who first saw the practicability of

burning the enemy's fleet; it was he who proposed it; it was he who

planned the attack; it was he who indicated the means; and, would

not the Admiralty have been guilty of shameful neglect of their duty,

if they had not employed him to execute the plan His youth /

Well, Mr. Yorke, this is very good, after all that we have heard, and

all that we know, about the age of colonels of regiments But,

his youth ! Why, my Lord Cochrane, though only thirty, perhaps, and

though he has “never commanded a ship of the line,” has, perhaps, had

more real experience, and more active experience, than almost any man in

the navy. And, then, are his signal intrepidity and still more signal skill

and resource of mind; are these to pass for nothing; and is such a man to

be “presumptuous,” because he sets up his judgment against that of a

man “who was a captain before he was born ?” Age, in such cases, is

not to be reckoned by the number of days that a man has moved upon

earth, but by the strength and extent of mind with which nature has

blessed him ; and, without disparagement to any man, I have no hesitation

to say, that my Lord Cochrane possesses these qualities in a degree that

falls to the lot of but very few men indeed ; and, of this opinion, the
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country, judging of him by his deeds, decidedly is, with respect to this dis

tinguished officer. He has, besides, so much enthusiasm in the cause of

his country; such an ardent zeal in all he undertakes; he has been so

wedded to his noble profession; he is so completely disinterested; he has

a soul so devoted to the fame of his country; that though I doubt not

there may be others equal to him in these respects, yet I am warranted in

believing, that his equals are rarely to be found. His mind is stored with

all the knowledge, various as it is, that his profession demands, or that can

be useful in it; and to this is added an astonishing perseverance, a never

ceasing attention, an activity almost beyond belief. Those who have

witnessed his conduct in the performance of his duty, speak of him in

strains of encodium truly romantic. And, is such a man to be told, that

hisjudgment is not to be set up against those, who have seen more years

than himself? How would Mr. Yorke have relished this, if offered against

Mr. Pitt, when he became prime minister at the age of twenty-two!”

N LW Sip E.R.I.A.,

M. HepessTromſ, the celebrated traveller, has again visited the lands

discovered to the north of Siberia; and which are described, in the best

maps, as the country of Listickof, or Sannikow. This place is found to be

nothing but an island. But more to the north, M. Hedenstrom discovered

a country, watered by considerable rivers, and which appeared to form part

of a continent. He inspected the coasts for 170 wersts, and found them

covered with large petrified trees, heaped over each other in layers. The

mountains are composed of slate, petrified wood, and coal. That country

has been named New Siberia.

AccordNT OF LA CANON I en E.

The Gazette account of the capture of the Canoniere, is very brief

and unsatisfactory. The following details, transmitted from Portsmouth,

respecting this valuable prize, will, we believe, be found perfectly

COrrect :-

“On Thursday (Feb. 8) the famous French frigate Canoniere, of 44

guns, arrived here, captured by the Valiant, of 74 guns, Captain John

Bligh, on the Saturday preceding, within seven or eight leagues of Belleisle.

The circumstances attending her capture shew the peculiar good fortune of

Captain Bligh. On Thursday se’nnight (Feb. 1.) the Defiance, of 74 guns,

Captain Hotham, and the Valiant, were in company together, when Cap

tain Hotham, as senior officer, made the Valiant's signal to follow him, to

join the squadron in Quiberon Bay. The Valiant being then astern of the

Defiance, could not weather the point to get round into the Bay, but the

Defiance did. It being light winds, the following day the Valiant could

make no progress; and in the course of the night she fell in with the

Canoniere, and chased her from day-light on Saturday morning until noon,

when the wind took the Canoniere by the head, threw her round upon the

Valiant's broadside, and she struck, no other ship being in sight. Her
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capture is almost entirely attributed to light baffling winds, with which the

Valiant rather gained upon her, as she was three miles from her at day-light,

and when she struck she was about one mile. Under any other circum

stances she would have escaped, as she out-sailed, in six hours, every ship

that ever chased her before. She had been from the Isle of France ninety

three days, and had been chased fourteen times during the passage. It had

been long known that she was to return to Europe, laden with the spoil of

the principal captures which the French had made in the East Indies during

the last three years. Our squadron off the Isle of France, and our cruizers

to the westward, were on the most vigilant look-out for her; and but for

the scemingly untoward circumstance of the Valiant not being able to fetch

Quiberon Bay at that particular time, she would have been safe in

Belleisle in a few hours after the time she was fallen in with. On her

passage out to the East Indies she ran into the Cape of Good Hope soon

after it had been taken by Sir Home Popham; but perceiving the English

flag flying, she cut her cable and escaped. Since that time she had becn

cruizing in the Indian Seas, to the terror of all our trade there; but wanting

repairs, which could not be done at the Isle of France, the governor of that

island, de Caen, lent her for a consideration to the merchants, to bring their

goods to France; her cargo cost 800,000 dollars there, and the merchants

called her la Confiance. She was formerly la Minerve, in his Majesty's service,

and was taken at Cherbourg, by running aground in a fog. She had seventy

three passengers on board from the Isle of France. About eighteen months

since she was chased by Sir Edward Pellew and the Caroline frigate, at which

time the captain of her says he had four millions of dollars on board, and

a box of diamonds, the value of which he does not know. Her present

cargo is expected to yield to the captors about 150,000l. She had only 18

guns mounted when captured; the others were left at the Isle of France to

make room for the cargo. She will be sent round to the River, as East

India produce cannot be sold in any other than a London market. G. C.

Grout, Esq. (purser of the Valiant), and J. Wilkinson, Esq. (Secretary to

Lord Gambier), are the agents for her. Her cargo consists of sugar

330,175lbs. coffee 281,912lbs. Mocha ditto 14,7211bs. Bengal cotton

197,384lbs. indigo 111,848lbs. cloves 774lbs. nutanegs 631bs, ebony

19,550lbs. tea 30 boxes, pepper 78,684lbs, gum arabic 5,1421bs. tortoise

shell 1,091 lbs. cinnamom 500lbs. nankeen 760 pieces, galls 4,340lbs. bark

1,2931bs. raw silk 869lbs. elephants' teeth 1,272ibs. ginger 10,708;bs.

India goods 300 pieces.”

AFFECT1NG INSTANCE OF PRESERVATION AT SEA.

The following extract of a letter from Mrs. Lewellyn, wiſe of Captain

Lewellyn (of Swansea) of the Weymouth, captured on the 4th of Novem

ber, 1809, by a French privateer, of six guns, and 63 men, will be read

with interest:-

“We sailed from Gibraltar last Friday fortnight, with the wind as fair

as it could blow, and which cºntinued for eight days. We were within one
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day's sail of England, when the wind came contrary, and we had two very

stormy nights. On the 4th instant, about twelve o'clock, a French pri

vateer chased, and came up with us about three o'clock, after firing at us

twice; but Mr. Llewellyn was determined not to give up the vessel, and

was preparing to give them a broadside, and had every thing ready for that

purpose, when, shameful to relate, the sailors ran below, leaving only Mr.

Llewellyn, one man, and three gentlemen (passengers) on the deck. In

this situation, resistance was useless, and he was obliged to strike. Judge

of my feelings at this moment, with the horrors of a French prison, Proba

bly for life, before my eyes. We were then obliged to send our own new

boat to bring the captors on board. When they came they immediately

sent ten of our men, with the three passengers, on board the privateer, and

insisted on our going also ; but I begged and entreated they would permit

us to remain with the ship until we arrived in France. One of the officers

returned to the privateer, and promised he would endeavour to prevail with

the captain to grant my request, and to which he consented. About eight

o'clock he came on board, drank a few glasses of wine, and promised on ,

his honour, if he saw a fishing boat, he would put us on board. He then.

went away, observing we should see him again very early in the morning,

but by day-light we could perceive him in chase of two other vessels. All

our hopes were now gone, no boat appeared, and even if one had, the

lieutenant assured us he could not allow us to go unless the captain were

present. We now endeavoured to be reconciled to our fate, never expect

ing to see our friends or our country more. Mr. L. was distressed beyond

every thing on my account, and which determined me to endeavour to

appear more cheerful, that he might be comforted. At this time we again

solicited the lieutenant to grant us our own old boat that was left in the

ship; but he replied, that it was impossible, for that his own life must

answer for it if he did. However, we saw that he was a ſecling man, and

I persevered, and yesterday morning, at breakfast, on witnessing my dis

tress, he shed tears, and at last consented, that when night came on we

should have the boat, and a little boy with us. Mr. L. told him, that if he

left it until it was dark, we must inevitably be lost; when this

generous Frenchman had the humanity to allow us to depart between two

and three o'clock, gave us all our clothes, a few bottles of wine, a piece of

cheese, and some biscuits, likewise a sail and a small colour. We had not

left the ship a quarter of an hour before one of the planks in the boat gave

way, when the mast and sail fell over. To save the boat, Mr. L. cut the

cords, and let them go, but in the fright one of the oars went also.

He then lashed the remaining oar to the cross seat in the boat, tied the

colour to it, and stood up all the way, holding his great coat for a sail. The

boy steered, and I bailed her, for I had forgot to tell you that the boat

was extremely leaky. At this moment we knew not which way to go,

there were so many rocks. It was off the Longships: we had twelve

miles to go, and night coming on. Mr. L. then saw a vessel about three

miles distant, which he endeavoured to make towards; but in this attempt

we got among the breakers, when all hopes of being saved forsook us; but
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the Lord was all-sufficient, and in a few minutes we got off, but we had

lost sight of the vessel. In a little time after, we saw her again, when

Mr. L. continued to hail for half an hour, until he was hoarse, and at last

they heard us; but when we were expecting they would afford us their

assistance, we instantly beheld them crowding all their sail to make from

us, taking us for French. Our distress now raised us to the highest pitch

of despair—it was our last hope, for the boat was filling with water very

fast, and it was past five o'clock. Mr. L. then hailed again, and Iscreamed

as loud as I could, that we were sinking. When they heard a female

voice, their apprehensions left them, and they hove-to for us. When we

got alongside, a rope was thrown out, which Mr. L. caught, and I was got

on board almost fainting. I was directly taken to the cabin; but I had not

been two minutes there, when I heard a great noise on the deck, and some

one crying out, “for God's sake save the man!” I flew on deck, and

found that the boat had sunk with Mr. L. and the boy. I was now almost

mad, but by the greatest miracle in the world, they still held by the rope,

though under water for a minute, and were drawn up by four inen. The
name of the vessel that picked us up is the Richard, Captain Stevens, of

St. Ives, and we received every kindness our situation required. We

arrived here to-day at one o'clock, where we shall remain a few days, as a

cutter has sailed in quest of the Weymouth, and we are anxious to know

the result."

The Weymouth was re-captured by the Plover sloop, at the moment

when she was about to enter St. Maloes. She was carried into Scilly, where

the captain and boy again joined, and took her to Plymouth. At Plymouth,

the captain remained to settle the recapture, leaving the vessel in charge of

the mate to take to London, in his progress to which place tho Weymouth

was lost. .* -

Sir Arks,

The following relation of a surprising circumstance, is furnished by one

of the officers of his Majesty's ship Daedalus, on board of which it lap

pened, whilst she was lying at Samana, St. Domingo —

“Several sharks were seen swimming about the ship early in the fore

uoon of the 20th of November, 1808, waiting their prey. A hook and

bait were put overboard, which one of them immediately seized with

voraciousness; its attempts to escape were frustrated by a rope being

passed over its fins, with which it was hoisted on board, by no less a num

ber of men than twenty : in its maw was found a calf that had been hove

overboard, a few hours previously to its being caught: its length, from the

shout to the extremity of the tail, was ten feet, and the circumference of

the body proportionate; the jaws, when extended, passed over the body of

the stoutest man in the ship. Three others were successively caught, of

equal size with the first ; in the last of which were found sixty-two young

ones, a turkey, and a live hawk’s-bill turtle, measuring two ſect six inches

ia length, and one foot nine inches in breadth; it swati, about immediately

fºab. QIbrom, Wol. XXIII. 2 B
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after its release, in a tub of water, apparently not the least injured by its

singular confinement.”

An instance of so extraordinary a nature deserves to be recorded ; and

it may be said, without deviating from the truth, that with one hook, sixty

three sharks were caught at one time, and all alive.

BREAKING UP OF THE PRINCESSA.

The Princessa, of 74 guns, lately broken up at Plymouth, was taken from

the Spaniards by Lord Rodney, in the memorable engagement off Cape

St. Vincent, with Don.Langara, in January, 1780, when five ships of the

line were taken, one more driven on shore, and another blown up. She

was fitted up for Admiral Drake's flag-ship, during the remainder of the

war, in the West Indies; and in 1784 she was paid off at Plymouth, and

fitted for a sheer-hulk: she remained as such till the 27th of November,

1809, when she was brought into dock, to be taken to pieces; on looking

at her bottom, which was not coppered, an amazing quantity of oysters was

found, the largest ever seen in this country. She was built in 1757, chiefly

of cedar and mahogany, most of which, considering her age, is in high

preservation.

FART HER PROOFs of 1 ME ExISTENCE OF MERMAIDS.*

The following declaration, on this curious subject, is copied from a reccht

Scotch newspaper, under the date of Arasag, October 28, 1809:—

“Neil M*Intosh in Sandy Island, Canna, states that he has heard from

different individuals in the island of Canna, that they have seen the fish

called Mermaids; that these animals had the upper parts resembling the

human figure, and the lower extremities resembling a fish. In particular,

about six years ago, Niel Stewart and Neil M*Isaac, both alive in Canna,

when walking upon the sea beach on the north end of the island, on a Sun

day, saw, stretched on a rock at a sinall distance, an animal of this descrip

tion, having the appearance of a woman in the upper parts, and of a fish

below; that on seeing them it sprung into the water, after which they had

a more distinct view of its upper parts, which strongly resembled a female of

the human species. That Lachlan M*Arthur, of the same island, informed

A1*Intosh, that some years ago, sailing from Uist to Skye in a stormy day,

he saw rising from the water, near the stern of the boat in which he was,

a figure, rescinbling a woman in its upper parts, which terrified him

extremely.

“Neil M*Intosh further states, that he himself, about five years ago.

was steering a boat fronu Canna to Skye in a stormy day; that when about

ene-fourth of the passage from Canna, he saw something near him of a

white colour, and of the human figure, spring almost out of the water,

which he took for the auimal above described; but as it instantly disap

ared again, he had no opportunity of examining it minutely; that he felt

considerable alarm at the sight of it, as a general opinion or prejudice.

- F

* Wife page 276 of the preceding Volunae,
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exists amongst the inhabitants of the Western Isles, that it is extremely

unlucky to meet with or look upon such animals at sea, or to point thern

out to the res; of the crew, unless they observe it themselves.

“Signed, Neil. M'Is Tosh; Robear Brows, factor for Clanrannald'

witness; Dos Ald M'Neil, of Canna, witness; W.M. CAMPBrill, W. S.

Edinburgh, witness; JAMEs G1LLEPIE, architect, Edinburgh, witness.

“Portree, 2d October, 1809.”

“That what is above written is a true copy of the original.

“ Attested, MAlcolm WRIGHT, N.P."

FARTHQUAkr, AND DIsAPPEARANCE of AN ISLAND, AT THE CAPE of

- GOOD II ol’E. -

ONE of the most remarkable facts in the history of geography is com

municated by letters conveyed in the last ships from the Cape of Good

IIope. -

The island of Bosson, or Penguin, sometimes called Seal Island, at the

western extremity of Table Bay, has entircly disappeared beneath the

water. In December an earthquake was felt at Cape Town, only two

leagues distant, by which some damage was occasioned to the houses;

but we do not find that any lives were lost at that place ; and it is sup

posed that the convulsion extended to Bosson. The island was about two

miles in length, and one in breadth, and was, although flat, somewhat more

elevated above the surface of the sea than the contiguous island of Eliza

beth, The Dutch, when in possession of the Cape, kept a guard of 24 men

on Bosson, and it was employed as a place of banishment for criminals, to

the number of from 70 to 100, who dug lime-stone to supply materials for

the buildings on the adjacent continent. No women were then permitted

to reside there, not even the wife of the port-master. It was not allowed

that strangers should visit it, since a Danish ship which had lost great part

of her crew, and was refused assistance at the Cape, sent a boat on shore,

dispcrsed the guard. and received on board as many malefactors as were

necessary to navigate her to Europe. At the southern extremity of the

island, a flag was hoisted on the approach of any vessel. How many lives

have been lost by this awful visitation is not ascertained.

PRISON-SHIP REGULATIONs.

THE following, we believe, will be found a correct statement of the

new arrangements which have been adopted at Portsmouth, respecting the

prison-ships, and which are also to be followed at all the other ports:–

“All the prison-ships here, the Assistance excepted (which remains

under the Admiralty, with all her former officers and men, and Captain

Downman's pendant), are, as soon as ever they can, to be paid off from

the navy, to be put under the Transport Board, to be commanded by a

lieutenant of the navy, as agent of transports, with 8s. 6d. per day, subject
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to the usual deductions for Property Tax and Widow's Fund; they will be

lent men from some ships in commission under the Admiralty ; the

lieutenants who are in them now may remain if they please. This has been

officially communicated to them. By this arrangement they are not sub

jcct to martial law ; and it is to be hoped it will effectually stop every dis

content on the part of the militia, who are embarked in them all but the

Admiralty ship, which has marines. This is the exact plan, and will take

place at all other ports where there are prison-ships; and in the arrange

ment it is pleasing to see the same officers allowed to retain theircommands.” s - - - - - - - -

*
-

* --

CORRESPONDENCE.

-

MR. EDITor, * - - February 20, 1810.

N looking over your XXIst Volume the other day, (page 398) I met with

a suggestion from your ingenious Correspondent, Captain Ricketts,

that the large Congreve Rocket might probably be found a successful sub

stitute for the mortar, as proposed by Captain Manby, for obtaining a

communication with shipwrecked vessels, off such parts of the coast as

might be inaccessible to horses, or heavily laden men. The point is de

serving of consideration ; the lightness of the rocket is greatly in its

favour; but, as much is understood to depend upon the barbed shot, used

by Captain Manby, I fear that the proposed substitute might not prove

equally efficacious. As many of your Correspondents, however, must be

Inuch better judges of the subject than I can pretend to be; and as the pre

servation of the lives of our fellow creatures is an object of the most serious

importance, I shall feel myself obliged if you will have the goodness to

insert the following account of Captain Manby's mode of‘procuring the

desired communication :-

“A five and a half inch royal mortar is laid at the object requiring

assistance, if the wind blows directly on the shore; but an allowance to be

made to windward, in proportion as the wind blows on the side, as the body

of rope will fall considerably to leeward in that case. The rope requires

the greatest regularity in being laid, as on that depends its preservation ;

it must be short faked, and care taken that the fakes do not touch each

other; the end is passed through a leather case, of three feet in length,

which effectually prevents the rope from burning, and bent to a large eye

that projects out of the shot. It being fired over the vessel, the rope falls on

the rigging. When the persons on board get it, they are to return a rope by .

the one sent, to which the people on shore will bend a stout rope, and a

tailed block rove with the rope that had been fired, to get communication;

these they will haul on board. The stout rope must then be mada fast tº
! . . . . . . - - * . .

. . .
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any part of the rigging they can depend on ; but if the masts are standing,

l should recommend that it should be fastened to the mast head,just below

the cap, for the convenience of getting from the top into the conveyance

sent to then, as the people are most likely to assemble in the tops. The

other end of the large rope should be tied to a long gun tackle purchase,

secured by three iron-shod stakes, driven triangularly into the ground. The

tackle being bowsed, keeps the rope sufficiently taught, and persons easing

off the fall, as the ship rolls, prevent the rope parting, or what it is lashed

to from being carried away. The tailed block is made fast under the

large rope, and one end of the small rope that is rove round it, is bent to

the fore part of the cot—the other end to the after part of the same con

veyance. The cot has large eyelet holes in it, to let out water it might

catch in dipping through the top of a surf, and lashings to secure the people

from being washed out. It is extended by a stretcher of wood, having gud

geons and forelock pins at each end to receive the great rope, and travel on

it to and from the vessel, as long as she holds together, for the purpose of

bringing Oil shore the crew, goods, or stores.”

The subjoined minutes of Captain Manby's experiments, at Lowestoffe,

in 1807, will farther tend to illustrate the subject –

“A cohorn of four inches and a half bore, weighing three quarters of a

hundred weight and one pound, at thirty-five degrees elevation, loaded with

four ounces of gunpowder, threw a round shot, weighing eleven pounds and

a half, to which was fastened a hided rope and a large deep sea line, to the

distance of one hundred and eighty yards; at an elevation of thirty degrees,

to one hundred and eighty-eight yards.

A field piece of five inches and a half bore, threw a round shot, barbed

at the top, weighing thirty pounds, fastened to a whale rope of one inch

and a half, to the distance of one hundred and ninety yards; the eleva

tion was twenty degrees and a half, and a charge of eight ounces of powder.

“The same piece, elevated twenty-five degrees, with a charge of tcm

ounces of powder, threw a shot, similar to the last, two hundred yards.

“ The grapnel with extended flutes, weiging forty-two pounds, and the

same rope as before, the piece at an elevation of twenty-two degrees, and

a charge of ten ounces of powder, was thrown one hundred and ninety

yards. A boat was hauled over the surf, by pulling at the line fastened to

the grapnel, which she went to, took up, and returned again to the shore.”

A correspondent of Captain Manby's makes the following remark,

respecting the barbed shot, alluded to in the experiments —

“I am persuaded that the round shot with barbed points, having been

thrown over the ship, and drawn back by the people on shore, (even if the

wretched sufferers were so enſeebled or benumbed as to render no

assistance) would lay such hold on the sides or rigging, as would enable

the men in the life-boat to keep the boat's head at right angles with the

opposing wave; and that they would, in spite of the most outrageous surf,
*

reach the vessel.”
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In addition to what has already been mentioned, Captain Manby has

more recently made some experiments, having for their object the means of

saving the crews of shipwrecked vessels, on dark nights. Of these experi

ments, the following account appeared in one of our daily papers:—

“Three requisites were necessary to effect this important object; first,

to discover precisely where the wrecked vessel was, if it was not in the

power of the crew to point out her distressing situation by luminous sig

nals; 2dly, to lay the piece of artillery with accuracy for the object ; 3dly,

to make the flight of a rope perfectly discernible to those on shore, and to

those for whose safety it was intended.

“A small mortar firing a paper ball high into the air, at a certain

calculated distance it was exploded, disengaging a shower of large balls of

fire that kept a luminous fall nearly to the horizon, where the vessel was

supposed to be seen; and a stand, having two perpendiculars in it, was

pointed to the object; supposing the stand to have ascertained the direct

position of the wrecked vessel, the mortar was to be placed behind it,

directed to the line of the two perpendiculars, and the rope regularly laid

on the ground in its front; the mortar being loaded with a shell having

three large fuzces, or rather rockets in it, which, when fired, carried the

rope, surrounded by such an immense blaze of light that could scarcely be

conceived. All before whom the experiment was made, congratulated the

inventor, and expressed their fullest conviction of its utility.”

I have thus, Sir, endeavoured to throw together a tolerably clear exposi

tion of Captain Manby's plan; in the hope that Captain Ricketts, or some

other of your intelligent correspondents, may be induced to pay the subject

a farther attention. . I am, &c. -

- T. L. D.

---

MR. Editor,

A” you have sometimes given a glance in your Chroxrcle at the con

W. cerns of our East India navy, I have sent you the following copy of

an official letter from Captain Tremenheere to N. B. Fdmonstone, Esq.

Chief ScCretary to Government, which was published in the Calcutta

Gazette.

- TIM WEATHERSIDE,

t

“To N. B. EDMoxsroNE, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government.

-

“ siſt,

“It is with the most acute and painful emotions of sorrow and concern,

that I acquaint you, for the information of the Right Hon. the Governor

general in Council, of the loss of the Hon. Company's ship Asia, late under

my command, on the Gillingham Sand.

“On Thursday the 1st instant, about half-past niae A.M. when nearly

abreast of Mud Point, standing up, under the topsails, with a fine moderate
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breeze from the southward, and the Pilot schooner a-head, waving, (as r

was informed) four fathoms, the ship suddenly shoaled her water to a half

three, when the helm was immediately put to port, and the yards braced

up with the larboard braces, the Pilot (Mr. Nash) conceiving there was

deeper water to the eastward; but she immediately shoaled to a small

quarter three, and before the head-yards could be backed, took the ground.

The starboard bower anchor was instantly let go, and in a short time she

swung off, and rode to the tide; and the sails were all clewed up aud

handed.

“At a quarter past eleven, after waiting till there was four fathoms

alongside, we hove short; and while the cable was bitting with the inten

tion of kedging in to the eastward, as the pilot informed me, the ship drove,

and almost immediately took the ground a second time; the cable was

veered away as fast as possible, but to no purpose, as a very strong flood

tide had set the ship directly on the sand before the anchor held. The

topsail, courses, jibs, and stay-sails were directly set, for the purpose of

shooting her to the eastward, and as soon as they were trimmed, the cable

was cut; but she had taken too strong hold of the ground; and the tide,

which before was setting strong out from Channel Creek, now began to

ebb, without the sails having had any effect in altering her position; they

were therefore clewed up and handed, the top-gallant-yards and masts

sent down on deck; and the pilot schooner ordered to lay an anchor out

a-head. A boat with an officer was despatched to Culpee and Diamond

harbour, for the purpose of sending down an anchor boat, and empty sloops

and bhurs, to receive the guns, and what cargo it should be found -

necessary to discharge in order to lighten her; and also for what men that

could be procured from the ships at those places, by which time it was near

four o'clock, and as the ship was lying, apparently very easy, and the

water in the well had not increased inore than two inches from the tiune it

had been sounded, at in the morning the ship's company were ordered

to dinner, as they had not time to breakfast before the ship was got unuer

weigh in the morning, and had not tasted any thing from the day beiore.

About half past four, while we were all at dinner, three of the beauts in

the hold, before the main-hatchway, gave way; and the upper deck and

gunwale appeared to be rising on the larboard side. The booms and long

boat were then ordered to be got out; the water to be started; and a party

under the third officer ordered to attend at the pumps. At half-past five,

the water in the well, which had been gradually increasing from the time

the beams gave way, was now reported to be three feet: a strong party,

however, at the pumps, kept it for some time from gaining on us; but the

number of men which were necessary for that purpose, and for sending the

booms and long boat over the side, fully employed every individual of the

ship's company, and the few lascars, which were spared, on Iny application,

from the two pilot schooners, (the Houghly having returned to us imme

diately that Mr. Humphrys had seen the Walthamstow safe at Lainond

Harbour) and it was found impracticable to spare any men to take on board

the end of the caule, which was fast to the anchor that the schºoſef
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had laid out to the eastward, before the flood had made too strong td

effect it. - . .

“About eight o'clock the booms were all overboard, and it was then

found that four of the iron knees in the main hold had broke, and the ship

began to fill very fast. The orlop deck hatches were ordered to be

caulked down, and well secured, and every one sent to the pumps, where

every possible exertion was made, by every individual of the ship's com

pany, and the greatest order and cheerfulness prevailed amongst them

to the last. At nine o'clock the water had forced its way through the

after hatches, (which had been caulked down) and in less than half an hour.

afterwards, it appeared on the gun-deck. The people were then ordered

up from the pumps; the boats to be lowered, and the flood having made

strong) to prepare to cut away the main-mast, which was carried into

execution at ten o'clock, the mizen-top-mast falling with it. The main

top mast sticking in the sand, the heel of the lower mast lay over the lar

board gunwale, and the rigging on the quarter-deck and poop. At 11, the

wreck of the mast and the rigging was cleared of the decks; by which time.

the upper deck was nearly under water; when we assembled, almost every

person, on the poop (some few remaining on the forecastle), with what few

articles of clothes that could be secured, and anxiously waited till high

water; the sea occasionally breaking over us, and so high, that the star

board boat, although hoisted up, and the only one then remaining of any

service to us, (the long boat and large cutter having been stove alongside)

was frequently cndangered. At half-past two, on the morning of the 2d,

as soon as the tide broke, the John Bebb pilot schooner (attending the ship)

sent her boat, in which the sick, the most helpless, and as many others as

she could take, were conveyed to that vessel; and, with the assistance of

the Houghly's boat, and the ship's, I suppose every person was out of her

by half-past three; when, after examining every accessible part of the ship,

the officers and myself qnitted her; and I had the heartfelt satisfaction to

find, when I mustered the ship's company, immediately on my getting on

board this schooner, that every one was saved from the ship.

* I trust, when the circumstances attending the unfortunate loss of this

valuable and excellent ship are investigated, (which I most respectfully

request may be done with as little delay as possible) it will appear, that.

every exertion to preserve her, and the valuable property on board, which

it was possible for men to use, circumstanced as we were, was made,

by every officer and individual belonging to and on board her; and, of their

uniform steady, sober, and orderly conduct at all times, and on this trying

and melancholy occasion in particular, I cannot sufficiently cypress my

approbation and thanks.

“...The officers and men are distributod on board this vessel and a sloop,

which was proceeding to Hidgellce, on government service, for salt, which

I have detained, for the purpose of taking such articles of clothes and

stores as can be saved from the gun and upper decks, which we have becrt

hitherto employed about, when the tide would permit boats to lay alongside

the wreck; but, I am sorry to add, that one man, yesterday, cohtrived to
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get so intoxicated (the only instance which has occurred of that kind) that

neither persuasion nor threats could prevail on him to quit the ship, on the

flood making; but he was observed, about half flood, to get on one of the

rafts which had been made the night before, and cut it adrift; and I hope

he will land in safety.

“The ship was completely covered at high water yesterday, and I much

fear there is no possibility of recovering any part of the valuable cargo,

stores, and private property, below the gun-deck; which has been half full

at low water every tide since we left her. I, however, purpose remaining

here till every thing is secured, that can be saved ; and I respectfully

request, that the Right Hon. the Governor-general in Council will be

pleased to order (and also arrange with the captains of his Majesty's navy)

that the Asia's crew may be distributed among the Hon. Company's ships

now in the river; and that his Lordship in Council will further be pleased

to allot a house, or quarters of some kind, for the principal and warrant

officers.

“I cannot conclude this letter without mentioning the great assistance

which Captain Marshall, Lieutenant Stock, and Ensign Pool, of the

Madras Establishment, Cornet Thorne, of his Majesty's 25th regiment of

Dragoons, and Mr. William Gordon, of Madras, passengers, have afforded,

in working the ship up the river, and in their subsequent endeavours to save

every thing from the wreck which they could. I must not fail to acknow

ledge the ready assistance which Captain Jones, of the Hon. Company's

ship Walthamstow, sent to us, immediately his ship was placed in safety at

Diamond Harbour: and I also beg leave to express my entire approbation

of the conduct and exertions of Mr. Adair, his second officer, commanding

the party, and the officers under him. To Mr. Humphrys, of the Hooghly

schooner, I am much obliged, for the zeal and inclination he has shewn

to render every assistance in his power; and for the attention, kindness,

and hospitality, with which myself, officers, passengers, and ship's com

pany, have been received and treated by Mr. Nash, I feel myself very much

indebted, and extremely grateful.

“I have the honour to be, &c.

, “ H. P. TREMENIHEERE.”

“The John Bebb, Pilot Schooner, off Channel

Creek, June 3, 1809.”

To the preceding document, we are happy to add the substance of the

opinion forined by a Court of Inquiry, assembled at the office of the

Marine Board, on the 12th instant, for the purpose of investigating the

circumstances of the case.

After a full investigation of the case, the Court were of opinion,

“That Captain Tremenheere, his officers, and ship's company,

used every possible exertion to save the ship, both before and

after she finally took the ground; and that no blame whatever is

imputable to Captain Tremenheere, his officers, or his ship's

company. They have been therefore honourably acquitted by the

Court.”

Siab, Jijron, Gioi, XXIII. 2 G
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*

The Right Hon. the Governor-general in Council having been pleased to

appoint Captain Tremenheere to the frigate lately built at Penang, by

order of the Honourable Company; Captain Tremenhcere was yesterday

sworn in to the command; and, with his officers and ship's company, will

proceed to that island in the Venus, expected to sail in a few days.

*-**

MR. EDITor,

OU have lately favoured your readers with some well-authenticated

accounts from the coast of Scotland, of a phenomenon having been

seen there of that description called a Mermaid." I remember well,

although perhaps forty years since, a curiosity of that sort, that was to be

seen in the strand, which, the proprietor said, had been brought from the

Grecian Archipelago. It had been well preserved, and, to the best of my

recollection, was about three feet in length. The face was well formed,

and the features handsome ; a kind of fin encircled the forehead. The

neck and breasts like a young woman, but the body tapered down to a

large fin or tail; it had neither hands nor arms, but a strong fleshy fin on

each side the breasts. As the price of admission was high, it was not

generally seen; but Mr. Edmund Burke, and several of his scientific

friends, were there the day I saw it, and had no doubt of its being of a

species called a Mermaid. It is probable that there may be persons now

living, who can give a better description than I have done of this uncom

mon work of nature; which will much oblige, your's, &c. K.

**~~

Mn. EDITor, --

TI AM willing to hope, that through the medium of your Chrostelz,

you will have the goodness to lay before the public, a proposition

which I submitted in June, 1808, to the nobleman at the head of the naval

department. As no notice was taken of it by him, I trust that the candour

of the English people at large, will be satisfied as to the justness of my

statement; the more especially at this moment, when the persecution of

the navy seems to be the order of the day, and when many officers, from

the abolition of the Sea Fencibles, are subjected to the inconvenience of a

reduction of their half pay; having, in consequence, become lower on the

list of those who are unemployed. Such a reduction must, at any time, be

severely felt; but particularly if not brought on by themselves. Probably

my suggestions may attract the notice of some of your numerous Cor

respondents, and may elicit some remarks on the subject. At all events,

your naval friends will acknowledge the correctness of my statement; the

great inconvenience which accrues from the reduction of the half pay, to

those who have not arrived at that part of the list which cntitles them to an

increase thereof; and the trouble which it must cause at the Navy Office,

to discover who are and who are not entitled to an increase, or reduction.

r— *F

* Fide Vol. XXII. page 2:6.
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In the hope that my suggestions may find a place in your Chronicle, I

here subjoin a copy of the letter which I submitted to the Right Hon. Lord

Mulgrave, First Lord of the Admiralty, General in the Army, &c.

“My Lord,

“The situation which you hold, as chief of a great naval power,

may perhaps induce your Lordship to pay a little attention to any

suggestion which may be submitted to your notice, with the view of

relieving the necessities of its supporters; I hope, therefore, to draw your

consideration to the subject of the half-pay of captains and commanders.

At present those officers labour under a great disadvantage, as to not

knowing when they are entitled to receive the additional increase of half

pay; and having received it, may meet with the inconvenience of its being

again reduced; a circumstance which depends on the number of officers

employed senior to them, and which in my humble opinion must cause

some little confusion at the Navy Office, as to discovering who are, or who

are not employed, which may depend on the correctness of a clerk. Per

mit me to suggest an idea, that it might be attended with great conveni

ence to all parties, if officers were placed in three classes, receiving as at

present, post captains, twelve, ten, and eight shillings per day; and com

manders, eight, seven, and six shillings aud sixpence per day. The first

class, including those who had served ten years and upwards (on their

respective list) to receive, as captains, twelve shillings per day; and com

manders, eight shillings per day; the second class, those who had served

from three years to ten, to receive, as captains, ten shillings per day, and

commanders, seven shillings; the third class, those who are under three

-years standing, as captains, or commanders, the former to receive eight

shillings, and the latter, six shillings and sixpence per day, as it is at pre

sent; and should it so happen, that an officer should be twenty years on

the post captains' list, I think it might not be unreasonable that he should

be rewarded for his services with fifteen shillings per day. An officer coin

pleting his third year, as post captain, takcs another rank; consequently he

might expect to receive some little addition to lis half pay, and not, as is

now the case, that an officer of seven years post rank (or if peace, con

siderably more) should receive no more half pay than a commander.

“If the above suggestion be thought deserving of your Lordship's notice,

I beg leave to refer you to the Navy List, by which you will perceive, that

it will not be many officers who are entitled to receive the little increase

of half pay; as the junior olicer, by the present method, extends nearly

to the different periods proposed by the foregorug plan ; and according to

my calculation, would require not more than four thousand five hundred

pounds per antium, addition to the present half pay of captains and com

lºanders; and rendering, upon an average, one hundred and fifty officers

more satisfied with their receipt of half pay !!” -

“To the Right IIon. Lord Mulgrave,

Junº, 1808.”
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The preceding statement was sent to the First Lord of the Admiralty

without a signature, but it rested with his Lordship to call me forward, if he

chose it. Trusting that my ideas may coincide with those of your readers,

I subscribe myself, a constant reader, aud

JOHN SPECTOR.

February 8th, 1810.

***

His Majesty's Sloop Muros, Guernsey,

MR. EDIton, February 20th, 1810.

IHAYING tried the enclosed plan with very good effect, and as I think.

it may prove of material service to vessels in calms, I have thought

proper to send it you; requesting that, if you think it worthy of a place in

the NAval CHRonicle, you will publish it.

Having been becalmed in his Majesty's ship Sir Francis Drake, in the

East Indies, for several days, about three degrees to the southward of the

Line, on our return from a cruise, and getting very short of provisions, &c.

we found it necessary to try some scheme to give her head-way. Several

methods were tried, but all were found to have some objections. At last

I suggested the present plan, which, on putting to trial, I was happy to find

succeeded beyond my expectations.
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We had a quantity of spare wood

on board, cut in the Straits of Sinca

pore, which allowed some scope for

invention. Two spars, about eight feet

longer than top-mast studding-sail booms,

and stouter in proportion, were pointed

out of the ports, abreast of the main

mast. Holes were cut in the heels, for

lashing them in the ports so as to allow

them to swivel fore and aft. At the

outer end of each was nailed on a wash

of two inch plank, three feet wide and

six long; without this was rigged on a

topping liſt that went up to the mainmast

head, a small hawser that led forward

to the cat-head, and a stouter hawser that led aft close to the taffrail; so

that in working it, the men stationed at the topping lift topped it up a few

feet above the water: it was then hauled forward, and when far enough so,

the men stationed at the after hawser ran aft as fast as they could. The

faster it is worked, the faster the ship must move through the water. Two

of these sweeps may be worked abreast of the main-mast, and two at the

fore. They are, in my opinion, far superior to any others.

I am, Sir,

Your humble servant,

CLEM. SNEYD.

***

M. R. EbiTor,

Aº I recur to the pleasing task of exhibiting the courage and suc

cess of our ancestors, in combating the enemies of their country.

Your's, &c. ROBUR.

Captain Jumper commanded the Weymouth in the year 1697, and gave

the following account of an action which occurred between him and a

French man of war :-

“I chased by order two vessels, which I took by two o'clock, being

French, and sent them to leeward to my companions, and lay for another

ship, which bore down to me; I perceived her to be a warlike ship; but

when she came near she misliked and run; but I soon came up with her,

and ſought her for two hours and an half very close, with double-headed

shot and bars, which tore her cighteen or twenty feet long, betwixt wind

and water, and shattered her much in her rigging and sails, so that he

struck his colours and top-sails, and laid the ship's head off shore as I bid

him ; but in an hour after, the ship sunk. The Dover coming up with me

just before, with his boats and mine we saved about 100 men. The first
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captain was drowned, as were most of the officers that were not killed

before hand. The second captain and many more were killed by my first

broadside. She was the French King's ship, of Brest, of 48 guns, and 380

men, 13 ports in each tier, 127 feet by the keel, and sixteen months old.

None fired a gun at her but myself.

“December 22. This morning I saw a sail to windward, crowding after

us, so I shortened sail for her, and about eleven and an half lay by, believing

her to be the Dover; about noon she brought-to and viewed us, being very

near, and soon after made a French signal, which I could answer no other

wise than by shewing French colours, as we did, and made sail to her, who

made no great haste from us till within gun-shot and half. Between four

and five I came up with her, having just then lost her top-mast, and fired

our upper tiers at each other very close, as we could; about three quarters

of an hour after we begun, she laid me a-board, but afraid to enter his

men, sheered off. By this time the Loo got up with us, and shot a head of

me, and fired his guns, and the Frenchman at him ; then I shot up

between them, and fired as before, in which time the powder blew up in

the round house, and very much burnt many of my quarter-deck people,

the man at the scuttle being blown away; in which smoke the Frenchman

got half a mile from us, and we almost a-board the Loo, but got off with

out touching her, and soon put out the fire, and getting a-head of the Loo,

got up with the Frenchman very close, and fired, at which time he putting

his helm a-weather, to go out a-head of me, took my bowsprit with his

mainmast, and carried the bowsprit by the board, and went clean, which

bowsprit in three minutes carried my foremast, mainmast, and inizen-top

mast by the board, which falling most within board, did much damage to

the ship, staved the barge, and broke the spare topmast, which accident

happening, I was incapable of doing any more than firing three or four guns

that were loaded, as she passed me ; but the Loo kept her company before

the wind, firing at each other as long as I could see them; so we cut away,

and threw all overboard to clear our deck and guns, fearing another French

man that waited our motion all the afternoon to windward, but I saw him

not; neither doth the ship leak, but by noon this day we got up two jury

masts. It is observable, that a monkey aboard, about an hour before we’

began to fire, tore the bowsprit off the picture of the Weymouth.”

Subsequent accounts enable us to render the enemies of England of that

time justice; the vessel which disabled the Weymouth escaped from the

Loo, and in the whole of the contest with the two frigates, the French

| captain and crew demonstrated great courage and address. The Anglesea

man of war captured the Glory privateer, of St. Maloes, incunting 16 guns,

and manued with 180 men some time after, when it was discovered that

the vessel alluded to lost fifty men killed, and had a considerable number

wounded.
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I shall conclude my present communication with the line-of-battle formed

“The English to lead with the larboard, and the

Dutch with the starboard tacks on board.”

in January, 1697.
-

Frigates and Fireships. Ships' Names. Men. Guns. Divisions and Squadrons.

Hollandia ..........] 375 | 72

Sneek . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 44 w

Hounslaerdyke...... 210 52

Aernham . . . . . . . . . . 325 64

Guns |Delf ... . . . . . . . . . . . 210 || 52 DUTCH.

Sehonant ....... 30|Haerlem .. - - - 3.25 64

Zelandia ...........! 325 | 64 Vice-admiral.

w Łciden . . . . . . . . . . . . 325 64

Brynois De Vreeze.......... 210 || 50

Brandenberg Niiniguen . . . . . . . . . 210 50

Utrecht . . . . . . 325 | 64

Fenhorne ... 210 h()

Alchmere . . . . . . . . . . . 375 | 72

Men. Guns. Medway ........... 364 60

Dunwich 100 10 Guernsey .......... 226 50

Strombolo fire-ship Devonshire ......... 476 80 Blue.—Vice-admiral

Shrewsbury ........| 476 80 Mitchell.

Cornwall ... . . . . . . . . 476 80

Litchfield .......... 226 50

Men. Guns. Eagle...., , 446 70

Experiment 132 32 Queen ............ 754 100 Blue.—AdmiralShovell.

|Berwick... . . . . . . . . . . 446 70

Firebrand Fireshi Portland ..........! 226 || 50

Fortune ; *P*Royal oak.. . . . 454 || 74

Crown ............! 226 50

Chichester..........! 476 80

Bon-adventure ...... 226 50

Boyne . . . . . 476 8:)

Joseph, fireship. Lancaster .. 476 80 |Blue.—Rear-admiral

- Torbay ............ 476 80 Bembow.

Anglesey .......... 226 50

York .............. 332 64

r ----

Captain . . . . . . . . . . . . 44G | 70

Assistance . . . . . . . . . . 226 50

Men. Guns.Stirling Castle ...... 446 70

Shoreham 133 32 Victory ............ 754 100 Red.—Vice-admiral

Content . . . . . . . . . . . . 446 || 70 Aylmer.

Severn............. 226 50

Plimouth . . . . . . . ... . . .332 G()

Besides these there were with us the Breda, Trident, a Dutch man of

war, besides tenderS.

This fleet cruised for some time off Brest, but not meeting with the

£nemy, returned to Spithead.
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Relating to the Erpedition to the Scheldt, presented by his Majesty's Com

mand to both Houses of Parliament.

(Continued from page 135.)

THE third head—Departure of the Armament, and Subsequent Opera

tions—comprises thirty-two papers.

No. 1, is unimportant.

No. 2, from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Pole, dated Amethyst, Downs, July

24, contains copies of all the Admiral's instructious to the different flag and

divisional officers in the expedition; accompanied by the following

remarks:—

“You will observe, Sir, that the first object is the possession of Cadsand,

which service I have confided to Captain Owen, and he is to co-operate

with the Marquis of Huntley, whose division is embarked in the ships under

his orders.

“The main object, as their Lordships have been already apprized, is

Walcheren, which is to be possessed by the troops embarked in the

squadron at Portsmouth, under the direction of Sir Eyre Coote and Rear

admiral Otway.

“The other object is, to possess the south side of Schoven, for the

advantage of commanding the Roompot Channel, with a view of giving

every facility and acceleration to the transport of the troops to South

Beveland, and this service being confided to Lieutenant-general Sir John

Hope, and branching out into more consequence and arrangement than I

had at first an idea of, I considered it right to appoint Rear-admiral Sir

Richard Keats to take charge of the squadron, and to co-operate with the

lieutenant-general accordingly. Captain Plampin will be the next senior

officer, and will, I am satisfied, render any information to the rear-admiral

that he may be in possession of from his former intercourse with that

country.

“The last division is for the Vere Channel, which I have entrusted to

Sir Michael Seymour, and I think, from some arrangements which I have

in contemplation, that much benefit will be derived from [to] the general

service, from an early possession of this channel, and pushing it forward

under prudence to Tergoes, to shorten the route of Sir John Hope.

“Having now laid before their Lordships my general outline of opera

tions, I have only to assure them that I shall endeavour to give a superin

tending eye to the whole, and if the event should fortunately be such as

to cnable us to effect the landing at Domberg, I shall be very well able to

do so.

“After the Earl of Chatham is satisfied that his footing at Walcheren

is of so commanding a nature as to preclude the necessity of re-embarking

his troops, I shall then order the Portsmouth division of ships to the
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Downs, with all others which I can spare, for the double purpose of re

lieving their Lordships' minds from the anxiety which they have expressed

about these particular ships, in the fourth paragraph of their instructions,

aud to enable them to apply their services in any other way.

“I shall lose no time in pushing up the river according to their Lord

ships' instructions, taking every possible precaution to avoid the numerous

shoals; preliminary steps to which have been taken, and a card of expla:

nation printed for the information of every ship. -

“I am very glad to find that their Lordships have so fully estimated the

difficulty and intricacy of the navigation of the Scheldt, because they will

be less surprised if I should not be able to carry up the line-of-battle ships;

but, ii, such an event, I beg you to assure them, that I shall make every

disposition to attack the enemy's fleet with the frigates and flotilla under

my command.”

Nos. 3 and 4 are of the same date, and from the same to the same. The

latter is as follows:–

“I had determined, upon the arrival of Captain Bolton's letter, to pro

ceed instantly off the Scheldt, to join the squadron, and hoist my flag in the

St. Domingo, conceiving the enemy might put to sea; and having made all

my arrangements, left it to Sir Richard Keats and Admiral Otway to

follow me to the object of the Expedition. I have for the present been

stopped by their Lordships' commanding Ine by telegraph to send the York,

Superb, and Venerable, to sea. The York is certainly not fit. The

Superb, as well as the York, has troops in. The sentiments of Lord Chat

han will be communicated by Lord Castlereagh. His lordship does not

wish to be separated from Sir Home Popham; and Lord Chatham objects

to the troops proceeding to sea. I shall obey their lordships" orders

respecting the Superb and Venerable, and have substituted the Courageux

for the York; sending the troops of the Courageux on board the few

transports we have, and as soon as I can get transports for the troops in

the Superb, she shall also proceed off the Scheldt; but if the Valiant

arrives, I shall send that ship.”

No. 5, encloses a letter from Captain Bolton, to Sir R. Strachan, dated

Fisgard, East Capel Roads, July 23; announcing that the enemy's fleet,

amounting to eleven sºil of the line, had just dropped down the Scheldt,

and anchored close off the town of Flushing.

No. 6, dated July 25, announces the sailing of Rear-admiral Otway's

division from Spithead.

No. 7, from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Pole, dated Amethyst, Downs, July

25, contains the following statement 1–

“Having received information that the enemy's fleet has moved down

the river, and anchored close in to Flushing, I think it right to proceed to

sea without a moment's loss of time, and I shall sail immediately.

“All the arrangements have been made some time, and we have waited

fºat. Tºron. Çioſ. XXIII. 2 D
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only for a fair wind, and the arrival of Admiral Otway, to proceed to

sea with the whole armament; but as Admiral Otway may arrive on the

first movement of a change, I have, with a view of gaining as much time

as possible, made dispositions for his fleet. Boats are to be sent to him

the moment he reaches the anchorage; and by way of hastening the

arrangements for the rowing gun-boats, I have despatched Captain Jan

verin to Dungeness, to wait his being off that place, with a plan for their

covering the landing of the troops, even under the strongest opposition, in

any place we may be able to land at.

“I have left Rear-admiral Sir R. Keats to attend to the duty in the

Downs, and to issue the necessary orders which I have given him ſor the

following order of sailing :-

“Captain Owen, with Lord Huntley's division, to sail first.

“After he is under weigh, Sir R. Keats to sail for Schowen, anchoring

in the first instance under the Bangart. Sir John Hope's division of the

army is embarked in this squadron. .

“After Sir R. Keats has made sail, then Admiral Otway is to sail with

the grand division for Walcheren.

“I have also given Captain Sir Home Popham an order to receive the

Earl of Chatham on board, to proceed to sea with him whenever his lord

ship pleases.”

No. 8, from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Pole, dated Amethyst, Downs, July

26, contains copies of all the orders given by the admiral to the several

commanders of the divisions of the squadrons under his command, for the

guidance of their conduct, on the arrival of the armament on the enemy's

coast.—“In consequence,” says Sir R. Strachau, “ of Sir Richard Keats

being ordered away, and Captain Plampin also, I have given the command

of the division under the rear-admiral, for the present, to Captain Bathurst,

of the Salsette; and, as the French fleet and flotilla are come down the

Scheldt, the Earl of Chatham has abandoned the intention of landing in

Zoutland Bay, and intends to land between Domberg and East Capel. I

shall not confine myself to any particular point, but if the ships of the

enemy are in a situation to be attacked to advantage, I shall take the

command of the division intended to perform that service."

The following, marked “Most Secret,” is the first enclosure in

No. 8:—

“si R, “London, 16th July, 1809.

“The armament under the Earl of Chatham and myself, yields perhaps

to none that ever embarked from this country, either as it respects the

interest of the nation, or the credit of those who are selected for its execu

tion; and from its extensive and minute combinations, no enterprise ever

afforded a fairer scope for zeal and ability to all the individuals honoured

with a share in it. -

“I have personally explained to you the general object, and the general

outline of operation, and, as far as circumstances will permit, I shall in
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course superintend the whole scale; but, from the unavoidable complicated

nature of the undertaking, a detailed inspection of any point of the

various movements, which must be making at the same time, is absolutely

impossible.

“The proximity to England of the scene of action, renders it necessary

that every part of our proceedings should be clearly understood before we

sail; and that each officer in his respective sphere should be prepared to

execute his assigned portion of the extensive duties which this occasion

imposes upon us; specific squadrons of ships, and divisions of the army, will

be appropriated to specific branches of the service, with a view to the

commanding officers making their minor arrangements without loss of

time.

“The possession of Walcheren is of great national value, and its early

reduction of equal importance to the ulterior objects of this expedition; a

force of considerable magnitude is dedicated to that purpose, and the direc

tion of the naval part is entrusted to your experienced skill.

“The ships and vessels named in the margin," are appointed for this

service; and I hereby authorize you to take them under your command;

and their commanders have received my instructions to that effect.

“The Earl of Chatham has directed the left wing of the army to be

embarked in this squadron, to act with you in the reduction of Walcheren;

and he has placed it under the orders of Sir Eyre Coote, his second in

command, to whom, from his character and talent, you will, I am sure, be

induced to give the most intimate co-operation. I enclose you the em

barkation return, with a variety of other papers, a schedule of which is

hereuato annexed.

“You will observe among those papers, that there are two modes for

attacking the island, Nos. 1. and 2. dependant on the state of the wind and

weather. They will give you a general view of the combinations at present

determined upon; and the details of service for the army will be made con

formable to these naval arrangements.

“You must be aware that the plans are made from the best information

we can obtain, and from the most authorized charts; that one especially

which has been furnished by the Admiralty from the survey of Captain

Bolton, and upon which my reliance for the anchorage and passage of the

Duerloo has been principally founded. Although the Duerloo is the station

for the attack, No. 1. yet I cannot help repeating my hope that the beach

about Domburgh will be sinooth enough for the whole operation to take

place there, for the reasons assigned in the memorandum upon this subject.

I shall keep a frigate cruizing off this spot, to watch the beach, and report by

signal its state when in sight.

* Monarch, Royal Oak, Impetueux, Ganges, Orión, Belleisle, Cesar,

Resolution, Revenge, Bellona, Eagle, Hero, Illustrious, Marlborough,

Achille, Alfred, Sceptre, Aboukir, Imperieuse, L'Aigle, Pallas, Rota, Dryad,

Perlen, Weymouth, Harpy, Plover, Thais, Fleche, Vulture, Hawke, Swal.

low, Rose, Cormorant, Greyhound, Industry, Shark.
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“I do not mean to confine your execution of this service to the strict

letter of these plans, but to their general spirit, leaving to your own judg

ment and discretion to vary your operations, according to any more recent

intelligence which you may receive; to local circumstances with which

I am unacquainted, and to unprovided contingencies which may arise on

the spot.

“The battering train for Flushing will be directed to join you; and if

the operation of landing should take place on the north side of Walcheren,

you will naturally order those ships to move up the river, as far as

the army obtains possession of the batteries, from West Capel towards

Flushing; as horses are not provided for this train, and it must be drawn by

seamen, it will be desirable to disembark it as near the scene of action as

possible.

“You will see by Captain Owen's orders, that he is to watch your mo

tions, in case you should deem it necessary to appropriate any part of his

division to other services, after the object of capturing Cadsand has been

accomplished.

“As the landing a great body of men in the first instance must be a pro

minent feature of success, if the least opposition is presented, I shall be

able to attach to you a proportion of the Sea Fencible boats, which I

expect will be put under my orders. -

“Before I conclude this letter, I beg to assure you of my perfect

reliance on your judgment, and that I shall cover any act of sound discre

tion exercised by you with my sauction and authority.

“You will I am certain, endeavour to cultivate and enforce the most

perfect union and cordiality between the army and navy; the success of our

common object being so obviously dependant upon a hearty co-operation

of both. I have, &c.

* R. J. STRACHAN.”

“ W. A. Otway, Esq. Rear-admiral

of the White.”

The second enclosure, in No. 8, directs Rear-admiral Otway, in case Sir

Eyre Coote should disembark in Zoutland Bay, to provide for the attack of

the batteries of Dykershook and Zoutland.

The third enclosure, dated Amethyst, Downs, July 24, is from Sir

R. Strachan to Sir R. Keats, ordering bim to take the ships as per note,”

under his direction.—After some information of minor interest, Sir

R. Strachan thus proceeds :- -

“The brigade of Guards has enbarked at Chatham, under the direc

* Superb, Agincourt, Powerful, Monmouth, Courageux, Princess of

Orange, Leyden, Isis, Adamant, Ulysses, Statira, San Fiorenzo, Lavinia,

Salsette, Euryalus, Bucephalus, Heroine, Pandora, Royalist, Crocus,

Sabrina, Peacock, Apelles, Reindeer, Cordelia, Trompeuse, Fly, Raleigh,

Bold, Cracker, Furious, Gallaut.
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tion of Captain Plampin, whose embarkation return is hereunto annexed,

and the two last brigades have been embarked in the Downs.

“You will also receive a return of the number of guns intended for the

gun-boats, that were unavoidably embarked in the men of war which have

received the brigade of Guards. Some of those guns will be wanted for the

main object. I request you will direct the Leyden and Ulysses to join

Rear-admiral Otway's division, as the application of these gun-boats is

connected with his first operation of disembarking the troops. Those ships

shall rejoin you the moment the guns are taken out.

“ Captain Plampin has put the gun-boats in divisions and sub-divisions;

therefore, the officers appointed by the Admiralty, and attached to the

divisions, must necessarily join Rear-admiral Otway with the guns.

“As the destruction of the batteries on the south side of the island of

Schowen is the first object of this detachment, you will consult with Sir

John Hope on the best mode of effecting it; yielding to his wishes as much

as you consistently can, unless there are any professional objections against

them, which you will naturally represent accordingly. -

“There are two channels, one on each side the island, Roompot and

Brewershaven. Should the former be the one fixed on for you to enter, the

pilotage card and accompanying chart of the Scheldt will point out that

there are vesse's lying on the Banjart, under which there is excellent

anchorage for large ships, especially when we are in possession of the

shore between Fast Capel and Denhaak. I ground this assertion upon the

charts furnished by the Admiralty, which I am bound to consider the best

basis for all my operations. If you have occasion to use the Brewershaven

Channel, you must place a vessel on the outer edge of the east bank and

the Hide Sand, that the vessels under your orders may enter that Channel

with more safety.

“After possession has been obtained of this island, you will, in course,

use your utmost endeavours to persuade pilots to take charge of the vessels

which it may be necessary to take up the East Scheldt; and you will

detain all the small craft you can to give you every facility in this operation.

“If the Lieutenant-general should be desirous of taking possession of

North Beveland and Duyveland, you are to give him every assistance in

doing so, and in the transporting his troops to South Beveland or Tholen.

South Beveland is, I apprehend, the principal point to which his attention

will be called, that he may get possession of the south side of the island,

that we may not be interrupted in the navigation of the Scheldt from any

batteries that are erected there. You will select the vessels best calculated

for this purpose from those which you may detain, many of the ships under

your orders not being able to proceed higher than Schowen.

“You will endeavour, by the most active employment of your flotilla, to

cut off all communication with the islands in the possession of the enemy;

and if you receive intelligence that any number of boats have been col

lected at any particular place for the purpose of embarking troops to

attack our army, I desire you will take such measures as you shall judge

expedient, to burn or destroy them, provided such an enterprise is net
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attended with any extraordinary risk. I have great reliance on your

judgment, and you may be assured I shall be ever ready to cover any act

of sound discretion exercised by yourself, with my sanction and authority.

“ It is possible that General Hope may wish to move forward all his

division to South Beveland, and at the same time experience some reluc

tance in evacuating the position he may be in possession of on the island of

Schowen. If such should be the case, and the general and yourself con

sider that any of the positions are essential, in conjunction with your

flotilla, to prevent the enemy throwing reinforcements into South Beve

land, and that such positions are maintainable by the marines of the ships

under your orders, you have my authority to land them, or any part

of the seamen, for that purpose ; taking care to provide for their retreat

in case of circumstances arising to make such a measure necessary. . The

free navigation of the lower part of the East Scheldt, and the channel

leading to South Beveland, is very important; and as long as it can be com

mauded by the resources of your squadron, it will be desirable to apply them

to that purpose.

“I am perfectly satisfied that, in the event of your landing any seamen

or marines to do duty on shore, you will establish such regulations as are

best calculated to relieve the inhabitants as much as possible from the hard

ships and calamities to which they must be liable, by the prompt move

ments of an invading army. And as I trust the wind will enable us to make

our first descent on the north side of Walcheren, I shall then be so con

tiguous to your station that immediate communication may be had in any

case in which you may deem it necessary to consult me. At all events,

and under almost any circumstances, there will be very little difficulty in

referring to me by vessels or telegraphs, as I shall not be further from you

than the Duerloo Channel, until a permanent footing can be obtained in

the island of Walcheren.”

*

The fourth enclosure consists of previous, but less important instructions

to Sir R. Keats.

The fifth enclosure comprises Sir R. Strachan's instructions to Lord Gard-'

ner. “After a landing has been effected,” says Sir Richard, “and the

batteries in Cadsand arc in the possession of our troops, I propose that the

squadron under your lordship's command shall run along the coast of that

island, and take a position to the south-east of Flushing, but completely

without the range of shells.”

The sixth enclosure is an order from Sir R. Strachan, to Captain Barton,

of the York, respecting the embarkation of troops, &c.

The seventh enclosure, from Sir R. Strachan to Captain Owen, of the

Clyde, directs the latter officer to take the ships, as per note," under his

command-Aſter some farther preliminary matter, Sir Richard's instruc

tions proceed as follows:– -

* Hussar, Thalia, Nymphon, Circe, Zenobia, Redpole, Magnet, Thrasher,

Indignant, Fancy, Dover, Itaven, Cherokee.
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“You will see by a copy of the general arrangements enclosed to you

with some other papers, that there are two services in view for the forces

under the Marquis of Huntley and yourself; the first is, the capture of

Cadsand, which I hope will be accomplished without much difficulty, and

probably by landing only one brigade, though the other must be held in

readiness in case of any unexpected opposition; for many lives are fre

quently saved by having a commanding force, especially where a first

impression is to be made. -

“From the latest intelligence I have received, the best place for effect

ing a landing is near the Wulpen signal station, or rather to the westward,

because the shore is steep, and there are only two batteries, one about a

mile to the eastward, the other about two miles to the westward of this

place. This place has also the appearance of being clear of wood, and it

will on that account offer some advantage to our army. I state this obser

vation from the latest intelligence I have received; but as the execution of

this service is left to your judgment and discretion, you will in course act

as shall seem most advisable to obtain possession of Cadsand as carly as

possible, that the fleet may have the advantage of a safe anchorage along the

coast to Sluys Roads.

“I propose that your divisiou shall precede the fleet by a few hours,

that no time may be lost in getting possession of the island, that the

bombs may run up to take their stations according to the memorandum

enclosed. On this account I wish you to see Lord Huntley as early as

possible, to make all the preliminary arrangements with him before you sail

from the Downs. -

“The second object of your command is, to be prepared to carry into

effect the possible service which may be required, of landing a brigade near

the Nolle, to cut off the enemy's retreat, if he moves from Flushing to repel

our landing at Zoutland.

“This operation will principally depend upon attack No. 1. being carrigd

into execution, and Admiral Otway will make the signal to you with the

Nolle rendezvous flag, if Sir Eyre Coote should wish the landing to be made

at the Nolle.

“As Rear-admiral Otway is to superintend the service which is carrying

on against Walcheren, you will obey any orders he may think proper to give

you, after you have executed the duty assigned to you.

“It will be very desirable to prevent the enemy as much as possible from

relieving the island of Walcheren by supplies or reinforcements; you will

therefore station vessels so as to cut off the communication from Cadsand,

and if, by sinking vessels on the Ghent Passage, or other Channels, will raise

difficult impediments, I desire you will sink such vessels accordingly.”

The eighth enclosure is Sir R. Strachan's instructions to the lion Captain

Beauclerc, for covering the disembarkation of the army.

The ninth enclosure is Sir Richard Strachan's instructions to Captain Sir

M. Seymour, as follow:—

“The Earl of Chatham, who commands the army on the present expedi
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tion, considers it an important object to obtain possession as early as

possible of the east coast of the island of Walcheren, from Den Haak to

Annesy Den; but as it mayhappen that a landing cannot be effected on the

beach between Doumburgh and East Capel, on account of the surf, I think

it right that measures should be taken to force the passage of the Veer Gatt;

and from my conviction of your zeal and judgment, I have selected you to

conduct this service, in conjunction with the senior officer, who may coin

mand the ships on board of which the division of the army under Lieutenant

general Frazer is embarked. This division will be detached by Rear

admiral Otway from the Duerloo Channel, if he is obliged to make the

landing in Zoutland Bay; but if the wind should be southerly, and that the

landing is to be attempted at or near Domburgh, then probably there will

be no occasion to force the passage of the Vcer Gatt; but as the immediate

intercourses between the advancing army and some of his Majesty's ships

may be of great advantage to the general cause, I desire you will take the

ships named in the margin" under your directions, and make your arrange

ments for the two following objects —

“First—In case the army cannot land between Domburgh and Capel wo

force the battery of Den Haak, some troops to be ready to follow in, and

to land on the first smooth spot they may reach; but the general command

ing the force for this service will regulate the necessary number of men to

be employed, and fix on the places where they can be used with the

greatest effect.

“Secondly—To run in the channel as soon as the troops have taken

possession of the fort of Den Haak, or have so commanded its attention,

that you may effectually silence it, when you will carry on a communication

with General Frazer, and give him every assistance in your power, to ac

celerate the reduction of the town and fortresses of Ter Veer and Ar

muyden, and to seize the ferry between the last place and the island of

Develand, continuing to round the island till you can establish a communi

cation through the Scheldt, either by signal or otherwise; the further ser

vices towards the East Scheldt by the Channel, between Woolversdyke and

North Beveland, which I wish you to perform, I will hereafter point out

to you. I will acquaint you as early as possible with the name of the

officer that Admiral Otway has selected to disembark General Frazer's

division at Doumburgh; in the mean time you may make your arrangements

for the two services pointed out in this letter.

“It may be very material to the advance of Sir John Hope's detach

ment, that he should have the earliest intelligence of your movements

towards South Beveland, and therefore you will endeavour to communicate

by signal or otherwise your progress to Rear admiral Keats, as the general

may like to send some troops by that chaunel to South Beveland; I mean

the channel between North Beveland and Woolversdyke, in which there

is plenty of water for the largest transports; the distance indeed is so

* Rosario, Attack, Protector, Martial.
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short between the Veer and Roompot channel, that you may make your

communication fuller by boat, especially as it is an object of great inport

ance that Sir John Hope should be acquainted with all the resources which

the flotilla may be enabled to afford him in moving his army to South

Beveland.”

The tenth enclosure is Sir R. Strachan's directions to Captain Parish, of

the Onyx, respecting the ordnance transports, and their mode of proceeding

with, and aiding, the expedition. .

No. 9, dated July 26, directs Sir R. Strachan to detain the Venerable for

the reception of Lord Chatham and his suite, and to put to sea, with the

whole armament, as soon as all is ready. - *

No. 10, dated July 27, announces the arrival of Rear-admiral Otway's

division in the Downs. -

No. 11, from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Pole, dated Amethyst, Downs,

July 27, contains the following enclosure, marked “Most Secret :"—

“sin, “Amethyst, in the Downs, july 26°h, 1800.

“As it has been deemed expedient to abandon the idea of landing in

Zoutland Bay, or any other place on the south-west side of the island of

Walsheren, in consequence of the enemy having moved his fleet to Flush

ing, and to confine our operations to the north-east side,

“You will, notwithstanding any previous orders which you may have

received, proceed to the Stone Grounds, in a station convenient to close

towards me under the Banjart, or as near to Domburg as you can, con

sistent with safety; having a reference to the wind and weather, and my

desire to disembark the troops on the north-east side, as already mentioned,

that is to the eastward of Domburg, if the beach is smooth, if not, near

Denhaak.

“I send you a memorandum” that was written on the subject, which

will give you the best view of it, and upon which, in conjunction with Lord

Chatham, I have formed the determination of changing my original plan of

disembarking the army. I ain, &c.

“Rear-admiral Otway, &c.” “R. J. STRACHAN.”

No. 12, dated Admiralty Office, July 28, is a direction to Sir R. Strachan,

not to detach any part of his force, till he shall be perfectly satisfied that it

can be safely dispensed with.

No. 13, announces the sailing of Sir R. Strachan's division, from the

Downs, on the 26th of July.

No. 14, dated July 29, announces the receipt of intelligence from

Admiral Gardner, that the French fleet had gone up the Scheldt.

No. 15, dated July 30, announces the sailing of the last division of the

atmannent.

* Not enclosed to the Admiralty.

fºst, Çºrem, dol. XXIII. 2 E
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No. 16, dated August 8, announces the sailing of the horse transports,

with the horses, artillery drivers, &c.

No. 17, is Sir R. Strachan's account of the arrival of the Expedition off

the Vere Gat. (Wide Naval Chronicle; Vol. XXII page 140.)

No 13, is Sir R. Strachan's account of the surrender of Fort Rammekins,

as given in the Gazette. (Wide Naval. Chronicle, Vol. XXII. page 142.)

This number contains the following enclosure, from which only a short

extract was given in the Gazette —

SIR, “Sabrina, off Wemeldinge, 3d August, 1809.

“I landed this forenoon under an impression (from a false report) that

you were in the West Schclit, for I considered it might be of some

advantage to wait upon you. Soon after I lauded, I was informed by letter ,

from Sir John Hope, that, much to his surprise, Bathz had been evacuated

in the night; and as he informed ine the communication was open between

Walcheren and this island, and he had sent to Lord Chatham an account

of the evacuation, I concluded you would hear it from thence, and went on

to Bathz with a view to make observations, and from which I am this

moment returned. It is difficult, considering the strength and compactness

of the fortification, to account for an officer having declined to make some

stand with six hundred men under his orders; the guns, which are mostly

brass, were spiked, and the carriages damaged, but some of the guns are

already rendered serviceable. Three or four miles above Bathz I counted

twenty-four gun-brigs, and about a dozen luggers and gun-boats. In

formation procured by Sir John Hope, states they have thirty brigs

armed, and fifty gun-boats. At Bergen-op-Zoom we know they have

fourteen; above Lillo, and we think abreast of Phillipe, are four ships of

the line; a little above them is a fifth; and considerably higher up, as high

as Antwerp, the general thought above it rather, are five more ships of the

line, or that appear so from their size. Neither the flotilla nor ships have

in my opinion the appearance of being moored for defence; I conclude

they are in readiness to move as circumstances may determine them.

I did not discover more than ten ships that I considered of the line,

two others might have been frigates; and by a mass of masts, which I took

for the arsenal, I thought there were some which had an appearance of

fitting out.

“The flotilla have menaced to bombard Batbz, and have been once

under sail for that purpose, but probably it may be only a threat.

“The channel between South Beveland and Bergen-op-Zoom will not

admit of our smallest brigs going that way; it is a gülley difficult by all

accounts, as the enemy has reunoved the marks for even pilots to keep in

it; but I shall keep what gun-boats may arrive, (I have only two at present)

ready to act, and I have ordered cach ship with me to prepare such flat

boats as they have the means, with carronades, and I count upon twenty at

least, and hope a greater number.

“I was informed by Sir John Hope, that at a small distance to the

eastward of Bathz, is a causeway or bank, somewhat muddy, which at one

third ebb begins to dry; he has had an opportunity of examining it parti
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cularly, but if his information is correct, it connects with the inain, and

would admit of a few men abreast. -

“I am taking measures to procure pilots for the West Scheldt, and pur

pose sending across one of our most able masters, to inform himself what

he can of that navigation.

“In reply to your first question of yesterday, respecting a place of re

embarkation, Sir John Hope informs me he has thought of North Beve

land. There is a dyke which connects Wolversdyke and South Beveland,

by which at half ebb persons pass, but I believe it will not do for cannon.

“In answer to the second, I reply, that I have sufficient force at present

to prevent the communication of North Holland with these islands, though

the enemy should make use of all the gun-boats I have hitherto seen in the

East Scheldt; but if he can find a channel to bring his West Scheldt

flotilla down, and especially his brigs, which, from their appearance, I

take to be praams, and if so, a very light draught of water, we shall

require a far more numerous flotilla than I have at present. But as long

as our operations continue in the West Schclit, I suppose they will not

disturb us; when they cease, I think it most probable the enemy will

turn his attention particularly this way, and on this consideration it is my

wish to send all the transports below Zierick Zee, keeping all the sloops

and gun-boats attached to me, with a couple of frigates when they can be

spared, in the bay formed by Schowed, the Bevelands, and Tholen.

“It is not in my power to command the navigation between Bergen-op

Zoom and South Beveland, on account of the shallowness of the water,

and the intricacy of the narrow channel.

“ I have the honour to be, &c.

“ R. G. KEATS.”

* Rear-admiral Sir R. J. Strachan, Bart. A. B.”

The second and third enclosures, relating to the landing of Sir John

Hope's division on South Beveland, and the terms on which Rammekins sur

rendered, were given in the Gazette. (Pide Naval ChkoNicLE, Vol. XXII.

pages 142 and 148.) The fourth enclosure is as follows:–

“ sir, - “Salsette, 24th July, 1809.

“I have the honour to inform you I am anchored, with the part of the

division which followed me, on the bearings herewith enclosed. The

channel appeared narrow at the first spot of the Banjart, but no difficulty

occurred. Iłalf six was the least water the Salsette had, and she is now

anchored in nine fathoms, and though the anchorage has not been yet

thoroughly examined, it will hold a more considerable number of ships,

and by extending it upwards, between North Beveland and Schowen, I

should suppose would be sufficiently spacious for the whole fleet, out of

shot from Schewen, and long gun-shot from North Beveland.

“As the principle on which a landing on Schowen appeared to be deemed

necessary, was merely to secure an anchorage for the squadron, and we

seem to possess a secure one, in which with any summer weather I am
~
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inclined to believe the gun-boats will ride, I coincided in opinion with the

general, that as it forms no part of the plan of operations intended to be

adopted in his original instructions, that it may be thought altogether

unnecessary. At all events, I shall use every exertion to get the gun-boats

ready, and otherwise accelerate preparations for disembarking; but as it

could not be effected with any system before the morning, I am in hopes

to receive your further instructions before that time.

“I preferred anchoring in my present situation to running higher up, as

the division is better situated for carrying into effect the original plan of

operations.

“We observed 20 or 22 vessels near Campvere, which had the appear

ance of gun-boats; but no troops or preparations have been observed on

Schowen or North Beveland.

“I have the honour to be, Sir,

“Your most obedient humble servant,

“ R. G. KEATS.”

“P.S. Captain Sir Home Popham, who with great judgment led the

division up, has given it as his opinion, that there is a safe passage

through the Keeter, and has offered his service to examine it this

afternoon, and is now departing for that purpose. If it should

turn out that the passage is clear and unobjectionable, I propose,

in concurrence with the general's opinion, moving the whole up

in the morning, with a view to make a landing on South Beveland

at OilCe. - R. G. K.”

* Rear-admiral Sir Richard J. Strachan.”

No. 19, announces Sir R. Strachan's having sent the Idas cutter to

England, with his and Lord Chathain's despatches, relating to the capture

of Walcheren.

No. 20, contains two enclosures, the first of which is as follows:–

“Clyde, on the Edge of the Elleboog,

“ sin, 4th August, 1809.

“In my letter of yesterday I acquainted you that I had sent the boats

of the squadron in chase of some vessels coming out of Flushing, the wind

was then S.S.W. the weather fine, and the flood tide nearly down, which

gave every advantage for returning; I therefore ordered the Raven to chase

for their protection; she passed the heavy fire of Cadsand in the most

handsome manner, and I had great hopes that the boats so supported would

have been successful, when the wind suddenly flew to west in a squall, first

blowing hard, and then baffling.

“It appeared by Captain Hanchett's report, which I have the honour to

enclose, that he was drawn towards Flushing with a view of protecting Solne

of the boats which had kept too far over, and in this succeeded; but the

extent of the whole sea front of Flushing was too much for her; she was

crippled, and with the wind so scant, she found a difficulty in getting off
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the shore, even with the assistance of the boats, and at length, being dark,

she grounded on the Elleboog.

“It was about eleven o'clock when Lieutenant Strong returned, and

gave me notice of her situation. He had left eight boats under the orders

of Lieutenant Clarke, of the Clyde, to attend her. At day-light I sent two

gun-brigs to her; at seven she floated; and the Indignant, having anchored

well for the purpose, hove her into deep water. -

“Captain Hanchet was himself bruized by part of the main boom, and

I lose the assistance in him of a very zealous officer, it being necessary to

send her to the Roompot to refit.

“I have remaining with me the Nymphen, Vesuvius, Zenobia, indig

hant, Thrasher, Martial, and Protector, with which I have taken the

nearest position to Flushing that circumstances will allow. I have, &c.

“ E. W. C. R. O.W.E.N.”

“The other vessels with the transports are on their way to the Roompot,

according to the directions you sent me through Lord Gardner.

“Rear-admiral Sir R.J. Strachan, Bart. K.B.”

º

The second enclosure, referred to above, never appeared in the Gazette;

but it will be found at page 133 of our preceding Volume.

Nos. 21 and 22, are despatches from Sir R. Strachan, given at pages 154

and 156, of our XXIId. Volume.

No. 23, is a letter from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Pole, dated Kangaroo,

West Scheldt, August 12; announcing, that Lord Gardner had anchored off

Dykeshook; that two other line-of-battle ships had also anchored in the

Welling; that the Centaur and Theseus had been despatched off the Texel;

and that the Amethyst, after passing Flushing, had got aground.

No. 24, is another despatch from Sir R. Stracban, with an enclosure from

Sir R. Keats; both given at page 157 of our XXIId. Volume.

No. 25, is composed ofSir R Strachan's despatches,with their enclosures,

relating to the surrender of Flushing; given at page 158 of our preceding

Volume. -

No. 26, contains the following enclosure, alluded to in the Gazette

Ertraordinary of August 20. (Wide Naval Chaoxicle, Vol. XXII.

page 163.)

“ siR, “Camilla, in the West Scheldt, August 15th, 1809.

“I have the honour to inform you, that, in pursuance of your instruc

tions, I yesterday hoisted my flag in the Camilla, and am at present with

eighteen sloops and gun-brigs, and four divisions of gun-boats, lying

between the Saeftingen shoals, a position judiciously chosen by Captain Sir

Home Popham, as it effectually cuts off the oommunication between the

East and West Scheldts.

“The enemy's flotilla, considerably increased in number, has retired

above or under the protection of Lillo; and thirteen men of war with

top-gallant-yards crossed, (but we differ as to the exact number of the

line) are anchored off and below Antwerp, as far down as Phillippe-Six
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of our frigates are anchored off Waerden, waiting an opportunity to

come up. -

“From the representation it will be evident, that, although it may not

be probable the enemy will advance and attack our present situation, still

that he has abundantly the means so to do, until a stronger force arrives.

In the passage of the East Scheldt, between Bergen-op-Zoom and Tholen,

the enemy (as I have before observed) has collected 44 gun-vessels, which

I am doubtful if we can with propriety attack; but the situation is recon

noitring, and if it should appear they are nét too strongly protected, it

shall be done as soon as the frigates arrive, provided the services of our

gun-boats are not required for greater objects. As the navigation of this

river is now opened sufficiently high to admit of the co-operation of the

nrmy, and it does not appear to me that any thing material can be effected

by the navy, with a view to the accomplishment of the ulterior object,

without such co-operation, I have ordered most of the ſlat boats from the

East Scheidt to Bathz, and presume those also at Campvcre will be required,

if it be determined to remove the troops from South Beveland. The sloops

nnd gun-brigs are mostly short of provisions and water. Farther supplies

are much wanted.

“The channel is sounding, and from its width and depth seems in our

present situation capable of being interrupted by sinking of vessels (perhaps

channcis might break out elsewhere); but should such a measure be deter

mined upon, we have none here proper for the purpose, nor can stones be

found to fill them with. - I am, &c.

“ R. G. KEATS.”

“Rear-admiral Sir R. j. Strachan, Bart. and I.B.”

No. 27, with its enclosures, and sub-enclosures, as follow, is very im

portant —

“Letter from Sir Richard Strachan to Mr. Pole, dated Camilla, ºff

Saflinger, 22d August, 1809.

“ sir,

“As the enrmy has moored most of his ships rather above Antwerp, ex

cept three sail of the line and three frigates, I have stopped the division of

Lord Gardner's at Waerden, and intend only to have the St. Domingo,

Venerable, and Courageux at this anchorage. The enemy are constructing

h battery between Lillo and Fort Frederick Hendrick. We had some

firing yesterday to prevent their mounting their guns, but they work in the

night, and will effect their purpose. A strong boom extends from Lillo to,

Liftkenshoeck. The enemy appear in considerable force on both sides of

the river; it is said, fifteen thousand men are collected in the neighbour

hood of Santoliet: the beach near that place appears favourable for land

ing the troops. I have directed Sir R. Keats to undertake this arrange

ment; to Captain Cochrane I have given the command of the flotilla, and

to Sir Home Popham, that of the fire vessels department. It is the

opinion of Sir R. Keats and myself, and I believe every sea officer, that
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without the co-operation of the army, we cannot effect the ultimate object

of this expedition. -

“I received a letter last night from Rear-admiral Otway, stating, that

the army had yesterday embarked at Rammakens; but the wind, which

blew strong into the Slough, prevented the transports getting to the West

Scheldt, the navigation being narrow and very difficult. The transports

with the cavalry arrived here yesterday. -

“I deem it my duty to acquaint you, for their lordship's information,

that upon my arrival off Waerden, I received a letter from Sir Richard

Keats, brought by Sir Home Popham, containing his correspondence with

the Earl of Rosslyn, copies of which accompany this; in consequence

thereof, I sent Sir Home Popham, with the letter marked A. to Lord

Chatham : Sir Home returned in the evening of the 20th, but I have re

ceived no reply.

* “I also beg you will please to lay the accompanying letters before their

lordships. The conduct of Captain Bathurst, during the time he has been

employed under Sir R. Keats, is highly ineritorious, and I am much pleased

with the activity of Captain Sayer, in the Raleigh, and the gallantry of

Lieutenant Mitchell, of the Salsette, and the officers and crews of the boats

under his orders.

“It is reported Lord Chatham will be at Bathz this afternoon. I shall

have occasion again to write; in the mean time I think it but right to for

ward this despatch, that I may receive their lordships' instructious respect

ing the applications to trade. I have, &c.

* Hon. W. W. Pole.” “ R. J. STRACHAN.”

(First enclosure referred to in No. 27.)

“si R, “Camilla, ºff Saeflengen, 18th August, 1809.

“Your letters of the 12th and 16th instant (are the latest I have

received from you) having impressed me with the possibility of the genera:

commanding the forces in South Beveland having received instructions

similar to those you have honoured me with : I lost no time after the

receipt of the letters, to address a letter, No. 1. to the Earl of Rosslyn.

No. 2. contains his lordship's reply, which I wait the turn of tide to for

ward to you. Though I now feel myself thoroughly authorized to form

and act upon any plan separately or conjointly with the army, it is my

duty distinctly to state, (as I have before done) that it does not in my

opinion, nor in that of any officer, naval or military, that I have conversed

with, appear practicable to undertake, with any prospect of success, any

measure, except in co-operation of the army, with a view to the destruc

tion of the enemy's men of war near Antwerp. Since the arrival of our

flotilla, when the enemy retired above Lillo, my letters have professed the

same opinion; our measures are, and in my judgment must necessarily be

confined to preparation, until it shall be determined that the army shall go

forward, as it would be attended with extreme convenience and advantage

to ascertain as early as possible the plans of the comiuander-in-ci.icſ of
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the forces, that our preparatory measures may be directed accordingly,

I hope I have not been misunderstood. Left to Iny judgment I see

nothing I can attempt but in conjunction with the army; but 1 am ready,

and shall cheerfully undertake any enterprise you may please to recom

mend or command. I have, &c.

* R. G. KEATS."

“Rear-admiral Sir R.J. Strachan,

Bart and K. B. &c.”

(Sub-enclosure, No. 1. referred to in first enclosure to No. 27.)

“My Lord, “Camilla, off Saeflingen, August 17th, 1809.

“By a letter which I received yesterday from Sir Richard Strachan, and

by a second I have just received, I find myself vested with full authority;

and it should seem Sir Richard Strachan considers your lordship, who

commands the troops on South Beveland, has similar authority to concert

and act without delay on any plan that may appear to us best calculated

to promote the ultimate objects of the expedition; namely, “the destruc

tion of the enemy's ships of war near Antwerp.” If your lordship's

instructions are of a corresponding nature, I shall have the honour of

waiting upon you immediately, and am ready to apply the naval means

under my orders in co-operation with the troops under your lordship's com:

mand, in prosecution of any plan we may approve.

“I have the honour to be, &c.

- - “R. G. KEATS."

“To Lieutenant-general the Earl of Rosslyn.”

(Sub-enclosure, No. 2. referred to in first enclosure No. 27.)
t

“ siR, “Ter Goes, August 17th, 1809, # before Twelve.

“I have this instant had the honour to receive your letter, and in answer

to it I can only say that I have received no instructions whatever on the

subject of any ulterior operations.

“I have some reason to expect the commander of the forces to remove

his head-quarters to this place in the course of to-morrow or next day, and

I will not fail to give you the earliest notice of his lordship's arrival, or of

any information that may arrive upon that subject.

“I have the honour to be, &c.

“To Sir R. G. Keats.” “ ROSSLYN.”

A.

(Second enclosure referred to in No.27.)

“St. Domingo, West Scheldt, off Waerden,

“My Lorn, 18th August, 1809.

“From the many communications which I have received from Sir

R. Keats and Sir Home Popham, I thought it right to send for Sir Home,

the necessity of my seeing him was also anticipated by Sir Richard, who
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oriered him down the river to meet me, and he this morning came on board

the St. Domingo, when he gave me every local information that could possi

bly be required, and the result of all the intelligence which he obtained

from deserters. The whole appeared so important, that I have desired Sir

Home to wait on your lordship without loss of time, and I have desired

him to take such measures as may be necessary to forward the plans which

you may think most proper to adopt; and as he has my entire confidence,

he will, I am certain, after explaining himself, do whatever you may judge

best to accelerate the different objects of the public service.

“I have, &c.

“The Earl of Chatham.” - “R. J. STRACIIAN.”

(Third enclosure referred to in No. 27.)

“ siR, “Salsette, off Duieveland, 17th August, 1809.

“I enclose herewith a letter from Captain Sayer, of his Majesty's sloop

Italeigh, giving an account of his driving the enemy's flotilla of gun-vessels

(with the capture of one of them) from their situation off Phillips Land,

and of the enemy's being pursued by the flat boats, eleven in number,

under Lieutenant Mitchell, of the Salsette, close up to Williamstadt,

where they took shelter, supported by several other vessels, and beg leave

to add, that the brigs were prevented joining in the pursuit, from not

being able to find a channel, even for the Betsey cutter. The Gallant got

on shore, and was nearly dry, but I am happy to learn she has got off again

without damage. I have learnt from the prisoners, that the ship lying

on the north side of Overilºchee, is the Royal Holland, a first rate, bearing

a rear-admiral's flag, said to be badly in nued, as every description of

persons are now impressed in Holland, and put on board their fleet. The

ship moved yesterday nearer to Williamstadt, where two more ships are

lying, said to be the small frigate-, manned and re: dy for service. I am

likewise informed, that the garrison of Williamstadt is at present very

weak, but that they are sending troops from all adjacent places to rein

force it. May hope you will pardon my requesting, if it can be spared,

the further assistance of a sloop of war and gun-brig, for the purpose of

occupyin: a situation of the north end of Schowen, near to Browerslaven,

for the protection of that part from any small vessels that might come round

the east end of Overflºckee, and to survey that channel, and ascertain if

there is any outlet fºr ships that way.

“I purpose taking a situation in the Keetan with the frigates, and with

the Raleigh, &c. &c. off East Duiveland, and trust to be a ſe to keep the

cheiny completely in check from those islands, and also, with the assistance

of boats occasionally, greatly to impede the passage of their vessels to and
from Bergen-op-Zoom. I am, &c.

“Rear-admiral Sir R. Keats, K.B.” - “ W. BATHURST.”

ſºb, &Igton, CIGI, XXIII, 2 F
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(Sub-enclosure in third enclosure to No. 27.)

“His Majesty's Soop Raleigh, off East Duiveland,

“ sir, 16th August, 1809.

“I have the honour to acquaint you that, agreeable to your directions,

I proceeded this morning at day-light up the Keetan and Zieppe passages,

in his Majesty's sloop under my command, with his Majesty's gun-brig

Gaſant, Betsey hired cutter, and a division of armed flat boats, for the

purpose of driving a flotilla of thirteen gun-vessels of the enemy from their

anchorage between Phillips-land and Overflacke, where they had long kept

the inhabitants of East Duiveland and Schowen in great terror. On our

approach the enemy weighed and made off to Williamstadt, towards which

they were pursued, and engaged in handsome style by the flat-boats, under

the directions of Lieutenant Mitchell, of his Majesty's ship Salsette, whose

exertions were great on the occasion. He succeeded in cutting off the

Stormont, being numbered 180, armed with one brass 18-pounder, two

9-pounders, and two swivels, having on board one officer and twenty-three

men. Our loss upon this occasion was not a single man killed, and but five

wounded.

“I feel groat satisfaction in having observed (had an opportunity offered

for completing their destruction) that nothing would have been wanted in

the great zcal shewn and so handsomely conducted as it was by Lieutenant

Mitchcli, and so well supported by every officer, seaman, and marine,

employed in this service.

“ Enclosed I send you a list of the five scamen wounded, and have the

honour to be, &c.

“ Walter Bathurst, Esq. “ GEO. SAYER."

Captain of his Majesty's Ship Salsette.”

No. 28, from Sir R. Keats to Sir R. Strachan, dated Canilla, off Sacſenger,

August 27, states, that, pursuant to the orders of the latter, one of the

bombs, and 6 gun-boats, should be immediately ordered off Waerden, to

annoy and obstruct the enemy's works. -

No. 29, dated St. Domingo, off Bathz, August 27, is the much-talked-of

letter of Sir Richard Strachan, of which only a wretchedly-nutilated

extract was given in the Gazette of September 2. (Wide Naval CuroN1

ci F., Vol. XXII. page 943.) We here insert it, with its enclosures, all of

which are very important documents.

** si R.

“I conclude you have received my letters of the 22d instant. I have

now to acquaint you, for their Lordships' information, that the flat-boats.

and every description of vessels being assembled, and every necessary

arrangement made on the part of the navy for landing the army near

sautoliet on the beach, which had been previously reconnoitred, and not

hearing fron the Earl of Chatham respecting his intentions, I communicated

with lis lordship on the 24th instant, and on the following day I found his

lordship bad uot coine to a deteriliation, on account of the increased
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force of the enemy, and the army getting sickly; and that he had sent for

the generals to consult. I therefore, on the morning of the 26th (to bring

matters to a conclusion) wrote to his lordship, a copy of my letter accom

panying this.

“I soon after went on shore to the meeting of the lieutenant-generals of

the army, taking with me itcar-admiral Sir Richard Keats; I found them

decidedly of opinion, that no operations could be undertaken against Ant

werp with any prospect of success at this advanced season of the year, and

the enemy increasing in strength, and our own forces diminished by

sickness; and that, as the taking of Lillo aid Licſkei shock, would not

ensure our obtaining the ultimate object of the czpedition, without Antwcrp

being reduced, and the country near these fortresses being inundated, it was

also their decided opinion, that the army ought not to make any attempt

on them. I had already in the most unqualified manner offered every naval

assistance to reduce these fortresses, and also in aid of every other opera

tion of the army; conceiving the subject of the deliberation of the generals

perfectly military, I withdrew with Sir Richard Keats.

“The ships of the enemy which were above the town of Antwerp about

five miles, have come dowu, and are now extended along the river face of

it, except two of the line lower down in the reach above Liefkenshoek, and

four frigates next to Lillo; an immense number of small gun-boats are on

the boom ; behind them a crescent of sixty gun and mortar brigs. The

battery between Lillo and Frederic Hendric is finished; it has ten guns.

The cncmy has been driven from that which he was constructing on the

Doel side with loss, by the fire of our bombs and gun-vessels. Our stock

of water is reducing fast, the wells on the island are nearly exhausted by

the army on shore, the people in our boats begin to get sickly, and the

army on South Beveland exceedingly so. We are dropping the transports

down towards Waerden, by way of clearing this place, where we lay so

thick, that we are exposed to fire-vessels; if the enemy had any enterprise

he is secure behind the boom, which is seen just at the water's edge, from

any such attempt on our part. I think no time should be lost in commu

nicating the foregoing circumstances. -

“I have waited tili this evening's tide to know if Lord Chatham means

to write home on this occasion, as I have not heard from his lordship. I

shall despatch the Idas, and keep another cutter ready to receive his

despatches and convey them to England. I have to observe, that I have

not heard from you since the 12th of this month, but Lord Chatham has

received answers to his official letters relative to the fall of Flushing.

“I have the honour to be, &c.

“ R. J. STRACHAN.”

“ P. S. As I was making up this despatch, I received Lord Chatham's

answer to my letter of yesterday, a copy accompanies this.

* IIonourable W. W. Pole.”
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(First enclosure referred to in No. 29.)

“ St. Domingo, in the West Scheldt,

“ My Lord, 16th August, 1809.

“I consider it impossible for the navy to move higher up the Schelit

than its present situation, while the enemy is in possession of Lillo and

Liefkenshock. An attack upon these fortresses is, I think, more a tailitary

than a naval question : though in consideration of the means for such a

measure, I beg of you to be assured, that every co-operation which can be

devised shall be most checrifully given on the part of the navy. The com

mand of these fortresses may open some field of enterprise to us, and pre

sent an opportunity of obtaining more local information than we have at

present; but I do not imagine that all the objects of the expedition can be

fully accomplished without possession of Antwerp.

“Your lordship is, no doubt, aware of the propriety of coming to an

immediate decision as to the line of our future operations, in consequence

of the advanced state of the season, and the shortness of our provisions and

Watcr. I have, &c.

“ R. J. STRACHAN.”

“His Ercellency the Right Hon. Earl

of Chatham, &c.”

(Second enclosure referred to in No. 29.

“ sir, “Bathz, August 27th, 1809.

“I received the honour of your letter of yesterday's date, and agree

entirely with you, that unless the fortresses of Lillo and Licfkenshock are in

our possession, it could not possibly be expected that any naval force could

be carried higher up the Scheldt; and I equally concur in opinion with

you, that the making an attack on either or both of these places is much

more of a military than a naval question ; at the same time that I am sen

sible of the full extent of the co-operation you have offered towards the

attainment of this object, should it be deemed adviseable.

“Upon the subject of the expediency of landing the army for the pur

pose of making an attempt upon these two places, I am first to observe,

that the attack, particularly on Liefkenshock, will be extremely difficult

in consequence of the inundation, and that the measure of the dividing the

army, which such an operation would require, would be attended with con

siderable hazard. I am further to remark, that I do not conceive that the

reduction of the forts in question would in any respect advance the ulterior

objects of the expedition, except in as much as it might give facility to the

transports of the means of siege; but as, under all circumstances, and the

relative force of the enemy considered, the undertaking the siege of Ant

werp must be looked upon as utterly impracticable, I apprehend it would

be unadvisable to commit the safety of the army in an enterprise, the

success of which would not in the smallest degree secure to us the accom

plishment of the ultimate object in view, which could alone be effected by

the capture of the citadel and town of Antwerp. I am equally aware



NAVAL STATE PAPERs. - 221

-

with you of the urgent necessity of coming to a speedy determination as to

our future plaus, not only on account of the important consideration you

represent of the advanced season of the year, and the shortness of provi

sions and water; but I am sorry to add, on account of the alarming pro

gress of sickness of this army, I have, &c. -

- “ CIHATHAM.”

“Rear-admiral Sir R. Strachan, K.B. &c.”

No. 30, dated St. Domingo, off Bathz, August 31, is as follows:-

“siR, -

“In addition to my letter of yesterday, herewith sent, I have to inform

you I have not yet heard from Lord Chatham; our arrangements are made

for embarking the army, and retreating from South Beveland; but the ships

which I propose to sink" have not yet come round from the East Scheldt,

and we are at a stand on that account. Our advanced flotilla and bombs,

under the command of Captain Cockburne, have been annoyed this morn

ing from the enemy's work near Doel, which is at last silenced. To save

aminunition, I have ordered the frigates and bombs, and the flotilla, to

drop out of shell range. -

“I beg to correct my statement of the provisions of the army, which was

made from Captain Woodriffe, the agent's representation. I find upon

seeing the commissary's report, that there was on the 28th about ten days

for the whole army. I have, &c.

“Hon. W. W. Pole.” “ IR. J. STRACHAN.”

No. 31, is a letter from Admiral Otway to Mr. Pole, dated Dannemark,

off Flushing, September 1; announcing that the Belleisle, Leyden, Adamant,

and Princess of Orange, had proceeded up the Scheldt, to join Sir R.

Strachan. -

No. 32, the last of this series, is a letter from Sir R. Strachan to J. W.

Croker, Fsq. dated London, January 20, 1810; enclosing a letter from Sir

Home Popham, detailing that officer's proceedings in the upper part of the

Scheidt, which Sir Richard omitted to enclose in his letter of August 13:—

“Skylark, with the Flotilla, three miles below Lillo,

“ siR, 13th August, 1809.

“I have the honour to inform you, that I reached Bathz the day before

yesterday in the afternoon, just as the fort had forced six of the enemy's

gun-boats on shore, five of which were burnt, and a sixth captured by the

garrison.

“ In the evening, one of their advanced vessels, mounting six guns, with

sixty men, was cut off by the flotilla under my orders, and handsomely

burnt by Captain Ryder.

“I followed the enemy as fast as the wind and tide would allow me, and

I have now the pleasure of stating, that, after a feeble attempt, which he

* Princess of Orange, Agincourt, Leyden, Monmouth.
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made yesterday and to day, by a distant cannonade, to prevent our forcing

him from this anchorage, about two miles below Lillo, that the whole of

his fleet and flotilla is now above the chain which extends across the river

to the fort of Liefkenshoek. -

“ Were it not for the many witnesses to the fact, I should scarcely have

a sufficient confidence in the result of my own observation to relate to you,

that there is, within three miles of Lillo, a vice and a rear-admiral's flag

flying, three sail of the line, and three frigates, with their top-gallant-yards

across, and near seventy gun-brigs and luggers, besides a great number of

armed vessels of every description, independently of the other line-of-battle

ships which are near Antwerp; and yet the enemy has suffered us to

obtain this anchorage with so little trouble, and scarce any loss, and retire

altogether under the cover of his fortress.

“I take this occasion to assure you, that I have been exceedingly

flattered by the marked zeal and exertion of every officer to carry into effect

the different arrangements which the intricacy of the navigation in the

first attempt to sail up the Scheidt, and the position of the enemy, made

it necessary to adopt. I am, &c.

- “ HOME POPHAM.”

“To Sir Richard Strachan, Bart. and K. B.

Commander-in-chief, &c.”

***

Cºy of the Earl ºf CHATHAM's Statement of his Proceedings, dated 15th

October, 1809; presented to the KING, 14th February, 1810.

In submitting to your Majesty a statement of my proceedings in the exe

cution of the service your Majesty was graciously pleased to confide to me,

and of the cvents which occurred in the course of it, it is not my intention

to trouble your Majesty with any further details of the earlier parts of our

operations, which, having terminated in the speedy reduction of Walcheren

by your Majesty's troops, and the occupation of the adjacent islands, and

of the important fort of Batz, received at the time your Majesty's most

gracious approbation ; but to confine myself principally in the narrative,

which I am anxious to be permitted to bring under your Majesty's view, to

the consideration of the two following points, as most immediately applying

to the conduct and final result of the expedition to the Scheldt:—1st. The

ground upon which, after the army was at length assembled near Batz, a

landing in prosecution of the ulterior objects of the expedition was not

deemed advisable; 2dly. Why that army was not sooner there assembled,

in readiness to commence further operations.

With respect to the former proposition, I am inclined to think that it is

so clear and evident, that no further operations could at that time, and in

the then sickly state of the army, have been undertaken with any prospect

of success; that it would be unneccssarily trespassing on your Majesty to

enter into much more detail on this Point than has been already brought
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before your Majesty, in my despatch of the 29th of August: and the chief

object of this paper will be directed to shew to your Majesty, that the

second point, namely, why the army was not brought up sooner to the des

tination from whence its ulterior operations were to commence, is purely a

naval consideration, and that the delay did in no shape rest with me, or

depend upon any arrangements in which the army was concerned, every

facility, on the contrary, having been afforded by their movements to the

spectly progress of the armament.

In doing this, it will, I conceive, be necessary, for the sake of per

spicuity, that I should take up the consideration of this business from its

coininencernent.

Your Majesty will permit me here to recall to your recollection the

change which took place in the original project formed for the attack

of Antwerp, and of the French fleet in the West Scheldt, in consequence of

the opinions of the general and staff officers to whom this question was re

ferred; and a combined operation of the army and navy, the whole, with

the exception of the force to be left for the reduction of Walcheren,

to proceed up the West Scheldt, was accordingly determined on.

Upon the practicability of such an operation being at once carried into

execution, which was, however, the ground-work of the expedition,

and which alone, in the opinion of all persons consulted, seemed to afford

any prospect of success, even in the most sanguine view of the subjcct in.

all other respects, I must confess, I entertained great doubts, till the com

munication of a distinct official opinion, given on this point by the Lords of

the Admiralty, decided in the affirmative this important question.

At the same time it is to be remarked, that the occupation of Walcheren,

which, by some persons, it had been thought possible to leave behind us,

and the reduction of Flushing, which it had once been proposed only

to mask, were deemed indispensable to the security of the fleet, in case of

disaster; and accordingly a considerable separate force was allotted to this

service; and, in this view, it was besides distinctly agreed upon, that a vigo

rous attack by the navy upon the sea front should be made at the same time

that the troops, after effecting their landing, advanced to invest Flushing; it

being hoped that by a powerful co-operation from the sea, at the moment

the troops had presented themselves before the place, the labour and delay

of a regular siege might have been avoided, and a considerable portion of

the force, allotted to this service, set at liberty to follow the army up

the Scheldt. IIow far this expectation was fulfilled, or whether the

assurance given that the whole of the armamcut (the part to be landed at

Walcheren excepted) should be at once transported up the Scheldt,

in prosecution of the ultimate objects of the expedition, was carried

into effect, or was wholly disappointed, the information already before your

Miajesty, will have, in a great measure shewn, and which it will be my duty

to bring more particularly under your Majesty's view, when I detail

the subsequent course of our proceedings.

From what cause this failure ensued, whether it arose from insufficient
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arrangements on the part of the admiral, or was the unavoidable result of

difficulties inherent in the nature of the expedition itself, it is not for me,

considering it entirely as a naval question, to presume to offer any opinion

upon it to your majesty. -

It may, however, be here proper to remark, that, in all the projects

which have at various times been brought forward on the subject of

an attack upon the island of Walcheren and the Scheldt, the necessity of

having a wind a good deal to the westward, with moderate weather,

has always been insisted on. Without these advantages, in the one case,

the passage would be difficult; in the other, the surf would prevent

a landing on the points deemed most favourable in other respects. In the

present instance, owing to the wind blowing strong from the westward, the

surf was actually such as to prevent a landing on either of the points first

fixed on for that purpose by the admiral; and the situation of the gun-boats

and transports at anchor in the Stone deep becoming very critical, and the

gale increasing, he found it necessary to carry such part of the fleet as was

arrived for safety into the Roompot, and by which means the division of the

army destined for the attack of Walcheren was enabled to effect its landing

from a more sheltered anchorage on the Bree Saud, to the westward

of Fort den Haak. At this time, the divisiou under Lieutenant-general

Lord Rosslyn, as well as that under Lieutenant-general Grosvenor, also the

cavalry, artillery, &c. were not arrived; but they were afterwards, on their

making the island, ordered by the admiral into the Veer Gat. It is,

however, particularly deserving of attention, that this measure, though

in itself one of great advantage, as far as it applied to the division destined

for the attack of Walcheren, by placing the transports, store.ships,

and small craft in scourity, was, if carried further, certainly not a little at

variance with the leading purpose of the expedition, namely, the running

with the right wing, and the advance of the army at once up the West

Scheldt, at the same moment that the attack upon-Walcheren was proceed

ing: but that even this need have delayed it for more than three or

four days, unless on account of naval difficulties, which it will be for

the admiral, not for me to explain, I deny; for as soon as Ter Veere and the

fort of Raminekins fell, which happened on the 3d of August, the passage

of the Sloe was open to the transports and gun-vessels; or they might have

entered by the Burloo or by the Zoutland passages, the batteries of .

Dyskook, of Vygeeteer, and the Nolle, having been all carried by the army

early on the 1st of August; and on the same day the battery of Borslen, at

the south-west end of South Beveland, was abandoned on the movement of

a detachment from the corps under Sir John Hope; and I know of nothing

(but this, of course, is a point for the admiral to speak to) to have prevented

the line-of-battle ships and frigates from coming in and passing up above

Flushing, in the first instance, according to the plan originally decided

upon. -

Before, however, I pursue further the details of the proceedings of the

army, governed as they necessarily were (until a footing should be gained on

the Continent) by the movements of the navy, I must for a moment refer to

-
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two separate operations; the one underLieutenant-general Lord Huntley and

Commodore Owen, and the other under Lieutenant-general Sir John Hope

and Rear-admiral Sir Richard Keats; but both directed to assist and ensure

a rapid progress up the Scheldt, had the admiral found it practicable

in other respects. With respect to the former, which was destined to

destroy the Cadsand batteries, and particularly that of Breskens, had

it been carried at once into effect, and that the admiral could have availed

himself of it, to take the ships up the West Scheldt by the Weeling

passage, it would have been of the utmost advantage; but it was certainly

rather fortunate it did not take place at a later period, as after all the trans

ports, store-ships, &c. were ordered into the Veere Gat, and the plan

of running at once up the West Scheldt, by the Weeling channel, seemed

abandoned, the object of destroying the Cadsand batteries ceased, and a

landing there would only have been an unnecessary risk, and a very incon

venient separation of our force, and of course occasioned great delay

in collecting it for ulterior operations. It must not however be forgotten,

that the difficulties here turned out to be much greater than had been at all

foreseen before we sailed. In the first place, the beach was so ex

yosed, that in blowing weather it was found impossible to land, and, from

what cause I know not, the Marquis of Huntley's division could not

be taken up, in the first instance, high enough to attack the Bresken's

battery, the only one, from its situation, of much importance. In addition

to this, the enemy, who had been represented by all the intelligence commu

nicated to me to be very weak, almost actually without troops in that quar

ter, appeared to be well prepared, and in considerable force. Under

these circumstances, according to Lord Huntley's report, Commodore

Owen appears to have experienced great disappointment in not having the

support of Lord Gardner's fleet and of his boats; but his lordship, as

I believe, could never enter the Weeling channel at all; nor indeed was I

ever acquainted with what instructions were given to him on this head.

When it was found that Lord Huntley's division could neither land

nor proceed by the Weeling passage, up the Scheldt, as I had intended

they should, it was determined to withdraw them; but from the boisterous

state of the weather, it was some days before this could be effected. As

soon as it was accomplished, they were passed over to South Beveland.

with respect to Sir John Hope's operation, it was more prosperous. The

object of it was this:–In the original arrangement for carrying the army at

once up the West Scheldt, Sir John Hope's division was included; but just

before we sailed, the admiral received intelligence that the French fleet was

come down abreast of Flushing, and scemed to threaten to oppose our pas

sage up the Scheldt.

In this view, it was conceived that, by a landing on the north side

of South Beveland, the island might be possessed, and all the batteries

taken in reverse, and thereby the position of the French fleet, if they ven

tured to remain near Flushing, would be, as it were, turned, and their

retreat rendercq more difficult, while the attack on them by our ships

fºap. QIyron, Vol. XXIII. ‘2 G
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would have been much facilitated; and for this object, the division of Sir

John Hope rather preceded, in sailing from the Downs, the rest of

the fleet.

The navigation of the East Scheldt was found most difficult, but by the

skill and perseverance of Sir R. Keats, this purpose was happily and early

accomplished, though the troops were carried a great way in schuyts and

boats; and this division was landed near Ter-Goes, from whence they

swept all the batteries in the island that could impede the pregress of our

ships up the West Scheldt, and possessed themselves on the 2d of August of

the important post of Batz, to which it had been promiscd the army should

at once have been brought up. - -

Sir John Hope remained in possession of this post, though not without

being twice attacked by the enemy's flotilla, for nine days before any of the

gun-boats under Captain Sir Home Popham were moved up the Scheldt to

his support.

But it will be recollected that both these operations tended directly to

forward the original purpose of a rapid progress up the Scheldt, the former

by opening the Cadsand channel, could the landing of Lord Huntley's divi

sion have been effected; the second, by covering the progress of our fleet

along the coast of South leveland; while this division, under Sir John

Hope, was, at the same time, so far advanced towards the destina

tion at which the rest of the armament was to be assembled.

It will now only be necessary for me to bring before your Majesty

the dates at which the several parts of che armament were enabled, accord

ing to the arrangement of Sir Richard Strachan, to pursue their progress up

the Scheldt. In this place, however, it may be proper that I should previ

ously advert to the grounds on which the 3d division under Lieutenant

general Grosvenor, as well as the two light battalions of the King's German

Legion, (composing part of the force destined, in the first instance, to pro

ceed against Antwerp) were landed at Walcheren and employed before

Flushing. -

Your Majesty will be pleased to recollect, that the troops which sailed

from Portsmouth, under Lieutenant-general Sir Eyre Coote, were destined

for the service of Walcheren, and had been considered as sufficient for that

object, according to the intelligence received, and the supposed strength of

the enemy; though, at the same time, certainly relying for the first efforts

against Flushing on the promised co-operation of the navy, and on their

establishing, as was held out, in the first instance, a naval blockade, except

on the side of Veer and Rammakins. Unfortunately, however, this did not

take place; and for several nights after the army was before Flushing, the

enemy succeeded in throwing from the opposite coast, probably from the

canal of Ghent, considerable reinforcements into the place, which enabled

him constantly to annoy our out-posts and working-parties, and finally to

attempt a sally in force, though, happily from the valour of your Majesty's

troops, without success. This proving very harrassing, particularly from

the great difficulty of communication between the several parts of our line;

I determined, in order to relieve the troops and press forward the siege with



NAVAL STATE PAPERS. 227

as much vigour as possible, to avail myself, for the time, of the services

of these corps; but it is to be remembered, that this was only done because

I saw no movement making to push forward a single vessel up the West

Scheldt; and it therefore seemed more advisable to have their assistance be

fore Flushing, than that they should lie inactive in the Veer Gat ; and they

might at any time be re-embarked from Rammakins in a few hours, when

ever their transports could be brought up from Veer, and there was

the least chance of our proceeding to our ulterior destination.

I have already stated that Rammakins surrendered on the evening of the

3d of August. - -

Immediately upon this event, feeling, as I did, great uneasiness at the

delay which had already taken place, and at the departure from the original

plan, I wrote a letter to the Admiral, then at Ter Veer, expressing my hope

that the ships would now be able to enter the West Scheldt by the

Sloe Passage, and that no time should be lost in pressing forward as speedily

as possible our further operations; and I requested, at the same time,

that he would communicate to me the extent of naval co-operation

he would afford, as well for the future blockade of Flushing, as with a view

to protecting the coasts of South Beveland, and watching the passages from

the Meuse to the East Scheldt, as this consideration would govern very much

the extent of force I must be to leave in South Beveland, when the army

advanced. To this letter he did not fully reply till the 8th of August; but

I had a note from him on the 5th, assuring me the transports should

be brought forward without delay and I had also a very long conversation

with him on the morning of the 6th, on the arrangements to be taken for our

further operations, when I urged, in the strongest manner, the necessity of

not losing a noment in bringing up the cavalry and ordnance ships, trans

ports, store-ships, victuallers, &c. &c. in order that the armament Inight pro

ceed without delay to its destination; and I added my hopes, that

they would receive the protection of the ships of war, none of which had

yet entered the West Scheldt.

To all of this, and to the several arrangements explained to him in detail,

he fully assented. -

In his reply to my letter of the 4th, on the 8th of August, he acquaints me

that several of the smaller vessels, of different descriptions, had passed

through the intricate passage of the Sloe, and that he had ordered

the frigates to pass up the West Scheldt, to be followed by the line-of-battle

ships; and he gave hopes that he should be able to go up the river with the

flotilla on the 10th of August at furthest, and that the fligates and line-of

battle ships should follow, as they canic in, in succession.

The frigates, however, did not pass Flushing till the evening of the 11th

and the line-of-battle ships only passed to the anchorage, above Flushing,

on the 14th, the second day of the bombardment.

These ships began to proceed up the river on the 18th, and arrived

on the 19th; one division as high as the bay below Waerden, the other off

the Hanswent, where they remained; the Couragcux passed above Batz;
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the cavalry ships only got through the Sloe Passage into the West Scheldt,

from the 20th to the 23d, and arrived off Batz on the 22d and 24th;

the ordnance-ships and store-ships passed through from the 22d to the 23d,

and arrived at their destination off Batz on the 24th and 25th; the

transports for Lieutenant-general Grosvenor's division only came up

to receive them on the 19th, on which day they embarked, and those for

Major general Graham's division on the 20th and 21st; and they arrived off

Batz on the 24th. The corps of Brigadier-general Rottenburgh, and

the light battalions of the German Legion, proceeded to join the Earl

of Rosslyn's division in South Beveland. -

From this statement, your Majesty will see, that, notwithstanding every

effort on my part with the Admiral, the armament was not assembled at the

point of its destination till the 25th, and of course that the means of com"

mencing operations sooner against Antwerp were never in my power.

It now became at this advanced period of my duty to consider

very seriously the expediency of landing the army on the Continent. On

comparing all the intelligence obtained as to the strength of the enemy, it

appeared to be such as to leave (as stated in my despatch of the 29th of

August) no reasonable prospect of the force under my command, after ac
complishing the preliminary operations of reducing Fort Lillo as well

as Liefkenshoeck on the opposite side of Antwerp, without the possession of

which the destruction of the ships and arsenals of the enemy could not be

effected; and in addition to this, the sickness which had begun to attack the

army about the 20th, and which was hourly increasing to an alarming extent,

created the most serious apprehensions in the minds of the medical men, as

to its further progress at that unhealthy season, and which fatal experience

has since shewn to have been but too well founded.

Your majesty will not be surprised, if, under these circumstances,

- I paused in requiring the Admiral to put the army on shore. That

a landing might have been made, and that any force that had been opposed

to us in the field would have yielded to the superior valour of British troops,

I have no doubt; but then, any such success could have been of no avail

towards the attainment of the ultimate object, and there was still less chance

that the enemy would have given us the opportunity. Secure in his

fortresses, he had a surer game to play; for if ever the army, divided as it

Inust necessarily have been in order to occupy both banks of the river, ex

posed to the effects of inundation on every side, and with all its communi

cations liable to be cut off, while the force of the enemy was daily

and hourly increasing, had once sat down before Antwerp, it is unnecessary

for me to point out to your Majesty, how critical must, in a short time, have

been their situation. But when, added to this, sickness to an alarming ex

tent had begun to spread itself among the troops, and the certain and fatal

progress of which, at that season, was but too well ascertained, it appeared

to me, that all further advance could only tend to commit irretrievably the

safety of the army which your Majesty had confided to me, and which every

principle of military duty as well as the direct teadr of my instructions

alike forbad,
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• In this state of things, I considered that there was left me no alternative,

but to pursue the course I have already stated, for your Majesty's informa

tion, in my despatch of the 29th of August; and that conduct I now most

humbly, but at the same time with perfect confidence, submit to your Ma

jesty'sjudgment.
-

I shall here close this report; which has, I fear, already detained your

Majesty but too long; by observing that wherever it has been necessary

for me to advert to the disappointments experienced, through the arrange

ments of the admiral, in the naval co-operation I have been taught

to expect, I have confined myself to stating the facts; abstaining, as it be

came me, from all comment, and leaving it to the admiral, in such report as

he may make of his proceedings, to bring under your Majesty's view the
circumstances which may have occasioned them; and, above all, to account

for the difficulties which prevented the investment of Flushing (a point

never even doubted of before) as well as to shew the obstacles which pre

sented themselves to the early progress of the armament up the west

Scheldt, which operation I had always looked upon as the primary object of

his instructions, and on the accomplishment of which our best hopes of sue

cess in any of the ulterior objects of the expedition principally, if

not wholly depended.

CHATHAM, Lieutenant-general.
Presented to the King,

14th Feb. 1810. October 15, 1809.

ADMIRAL SIR. R. J. STRACHAN'S NARRATIVE.

No. I.

Copy of a Letter from Rear-admiral Sir R. J. Strachan to 7. W. Croker,

Esq. on Lord Chatham's having produced a private Note of the Rear

admiral's respecting Provisions, &c.

** siR, London, February 28, 1810,

“I understand that Lord Chatham last night produced a private note of

mine under date the 27th of August, on the subject of provisions and other

matters, to the House of Commons.

“The allusiou to provisions in that note was in consequence of an error

in the statement which was given to me, from the principal agent of

transports, respecting the provisions of the army; but it was immediately

corrected, and, I think, [I am not certain] subsequently reported to their

lordships.

“I mention this that their lordships may be convinced of my anxiety to

prevent any improper impression in regard to the supply of provisions for

the army.

“The observations which I made in that note, to meet the feelings of his

lordship, on the view he had taken of the difficulties which presented then

selves on his expectation of success, appear to me unimportant; the thing

was desided upon ; it was not a moment to analyse the principles of that
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decision, and my public letters, and examination at the bar of the House of

Commons, will, I trust, have explained my sentiments and decision upon

this subject.

“I have the honour to be, Sir, your very humble servant, -

“ R. J. STRACHAN.”

“John Wilson Croker, Esq. &c. Admiralty.”

No. II.

Copy of a Letter from Rear-admiral Sir R. j. Strachan, to J. W. Croker,

Esq. respecting the Statement ºf the Earl ºf Chatham.

“ sin, “ London, J1arch 5, 1810.

“ I, when I solicited my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to pro

cure me an authentic copy of the statement of Lord Chathan upon the

late expedition to the Scheldt, made that request in the hope that I should

be permitted, after examining the subject of that paper, to submit to their

lordships' consideration such observations as might arise from it; and I have

now to request that you will convey to their lordships my thanks for the

transmission of the paper, and at the same time solidit their attention to

the observations upon it which I have now the honour to enclose.

“Feeling perfectly conscious that every exertion had been made by me

in forwarding the objects of the expedition, and that no blame could be

justly imputed to myself or the navy, I could not possibly suspect that Lord

Chatham, to the irregularity of presenting immediately to his Majesty such

a paper as that which I have received, had added the impropriety (to use

no stronger term) of endeavouring to exculpate himself by private insinua

tions against the conduct of others. -

“Every officer has a just right, and, where he really believes failure to

have arisen from the misconduct or negligence of those with whom he has

been associated in a joint command, is in duty bound, in many cases, to

state his opinion officially to the government.

“It is then for his Majesty to judge of the propriety and necessity of

instituting any inquiry upon the subject; but to assuume the privilege of

conveying private insinuations to the prejudice of others, from whose know

ledge they are studiously concealed, must prove utterly destructive of all

mutual confidence in the joint operations of the army and navy.

“Their lordships will be able to judge whether there is any foundation

for the imputations, that the delays originated with myself, or with any

others in the naval service, or whether during my command on the late

expedition, any proceeding on my part has in any respect justified the line

of conduct which Lord Chatham has thought it to adopt towards me.

“Upon this subject, that I may not interrupt my observations upon his

Lordship's Statement, I will now advert to my letter of the 27th of

August.

“That letter was an official one; I have already expressed my regret

that it was so inadvertently worded as to excite any suspicion of my im

puting blame to the commander-in-chief of the army, on the ground of his

then determining to abandon any further attempt in the Scheidt.

-
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* I was not aware that any expressions which I might have considered

myself justified in using for the purpose of conveying my sentiments to their

lordships, would have been given to the world, if they should have been

thought injurious to the character of the commander-in-chief of the

forces.

“In my letter to Lord Chatham of the 26th of August (enclosure to

No. 29, "dmiralty Papers, 3.) I offered the fullest co-operation of the

navy in any further attempt in the Scheldt, and therefore I thought myself

bound to state, in my official letter, that I had made such offer; and I was

of opinion, as I have since explained in my evidence, that it would have

been advisable to have attacked forts Lillo and Liefkenshoeik.

“ It appeared to me that this offered a chance of opening some further

field of enterprise for the navy, or at all events of ascertaining whether the

destruction of the enemy's fleet, or of any considerable part of it, was

indeed practicable; but in expressing my wish, I meant to represent it to

be more of a military than a naval question, and I never presumed to set

my opinion upon that subject against the professional opiniou of the

army, still less to impute any misconduct or blame, as attaching to their

determination that such an attack was not advisable.

“When all these circumstances, their publicity, and my readiness at all

times to do justice in this respect to the army, are considered, I cannot think

that a misinterpretation of the general expression in a public official letter

* could even palliate, much less justify, the secret attack which has been made

upon my character and conduct.

. “With these general observations I submit to their lordships, that it is

much more easy to answer direct charges than indirect insinuations, and, I

trust, they will therefore excuse my troubling them at a greater length than

I should otherwise have thought necessary.

“I have the honour to be, Sir,

“Your most obedient humble servant,

“ R. J. STRACHAN.”

“John Wilson Croker, Esq. §c. Admiralty.”

No. III.

From Rear-admiral Sir R. j. Strachan; containing his Observations on the

Statement of the Earl of Chatham.

“ London, 5th March, 1810.

Observations on the Earl of Chatham's Statement of his Proceedings, dated

October 15, presented to the King February 14. w

“Upon the first point to which Lord Chatham in his Narrative has

called his Majesty's attention, namely, “the ground upon which, after the

army was at length assembled near Bathz, a landing in prosecution of the

ulterior objects of the Expedition was not deemed advisable,” it would be

improper for me to make any observations, because the reasons which are

said to have rendered it “clear and evident that no further operations

£ould at that time be undertaken with any prospect of success,” were such
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as I was not competent to appreciate, and therefore I did not presume to

discuss.

“ Not being aware from my own observations that further success was

unattainable, I ventured to offer the fullest assistance and co-operation of

the naval armament under my command in any ulterior measures which

might be deemed advisable; and I trust that in making this offer I shall not

be thought to have been guided by a too forward and indiscreet zeal, rather

than by a due sense of my professional duty.

“ Upon the second point, namely, “Why the army was not sooner

assembled at Bathz to re-commence further operations,” I feel confident

that I shall have no difficulty in proving, in direct contradiction to the

assertion in Lord Chatham's Statement, that the delay did in no shape rest

with me, or depend upon any arrangements in which the navy was exclu

sively concerned, but that, on the contrary, every facility was afforded by

the navy towards accelerating the movements of the army, and every

exertion used by all those under my command, in the various and compli

cated services entrusted to them.

“I have in vain endeavoured to ascertain the foundation upon which

the assertion rests, that it “was distinctly agreed upon that a vigorous

attack by the navy upon the sea front should be made at the same time

that the troops after effecting their landing advanced to invest Flushing, it

being hoped that by a powerful co-operation from the sea at the moment

the troops presented themselves before the place, the labour and delay of a

regular siege might have been avoided.” I cannot find any instructions,

orders, letters, or communications, either previous to our departure from

the Downs, or subsequent, alluding to any such agreement, and can have

no difficulty, not merely in asserting that no such agreement was made, but

that from the nature of the thing itself, it is quite impossible that any such

agreement could have been made.

“It certainly was in contemplation, if the enemy's fleet had remained in

the lower part of the river, more particularly in the vicinity of Flushing, to

have pushed a fleet of line-of-battle ships into the Scheldt to attack them,

and a squadron for that purpose, among other objects, was ready, under

the orders of Lord Garduer. With that squadron I intended to have pro

ceeded to the attack of the enemy's fleet, if it had not retreated up the

river before the armament arrived on the coast of Zealand.

“It was also in my contemplation, by means of that squadron, to co

operate with the army in any attack upon Flushing, wherein the assistance

of the navy should be thought desirable. This is proved by my orders to

Lord Gardner of the 16th and 20th of July; but it is so far from being true

that this view of mine was the result of any agreement preconcerted with

Lord Chatham, as the Statement seems to imply, that the first spontaneous

offer of such co-operation on my part was passed by without any immediate

notice by his lordship. This offer was contained in my letter of the 8th of

August, to which I shall shortly have occasion to allude.

“For particulars of the co-operation and assistance actually afforded

thein by the navy in the commencement of our operations, I may refer to
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the last paragraph of Lord Chatham's despatch of the 2d August (No. 1

Military Letter B.).

“In answer to the inputation of misconduct thrown upon me, for not

having realized the hope, ‘that by a powerful co-operation from the sea at

the moment the troops presented themselves before the place, the labour

and delay of a regular siege might have been avoided, it is perhaps

sufficient to state, that such a hope must-appear chimerical, except upon

one or two suppositions. If the commander-in-chief, from a conviction

that the works of Flushing on the land-side were either too weak or too

extensive, or manned by a garrison too inadequate to resist a sudden and

general assault, had proposed a simultaneous attack from the line-of-battle

ships, our fire might certainly have contributed to the success of such a

project; but an enterprise so desperate as this, under the well-ascertained

circumstances of the fortress and garrison, can never have been for a

moment in ontemplation.

“If for the purpose of sparing to his army the labour and delay of a

regular siege, the commander-in-chief had wished to Inake his attack on the

sea front, to embark the assailing army in the boats of the fleet, and to

land them under the protection of our ships of the line, I need only say that

I was perfectly ready to share the hazards of such an attack, and that the

ships were prepared for the service. It could not be for me to suggest such

a measure, which of course must originate with the commander-in-chief, to

whom, however, I thought it my duty to state in 11 y letter of the 8th of

August (Minutes of Evidence, p. 160) my readiness to ‘act under a pre

vious concert for co-operation with the army in such a plan of attack as

might accelerate the surrender of Flushing.’

“But such a proposal, in point of fact, was not made to me; from whence

I must conclude, that it was not thought to offer any rational prospect of

adequate advantage. A concerted and combined attack, it should seem,

was thought hopeless, until the land batteries should be in a condition to

act ; but that a ‘vigorous attack by the navy upon the sea front, an attack

undertaken at the moment the troops presented themselves before the

place,” would have afforded reasonable grounds of hope; although it is

evideºt that in this case the enemy, after simply shutting their gates against

the aimy, whose inusketry, unassisted by great guns, could have done little

mischief to the garrison, would have directed their whole fire against us,

and having crippled a part of our fleet, could have been still able to impose

upon our troops the labour aud delay of a regular siege.

“I will not advert to the charges and insinuations, in relation to my

conduct, it having failed ‘in performance of an assurance that the whole

of the armament should be at once transported up the Scheldt,' in having

adopted a measure which, though of great advantage as applied to the

division intended for the attack of Walcheren, was not a little at variance

with the leading purpose of the expedition, namely, the running with the

right wing, and the advance of the army at once up the Scheldt.

“These observations are accompanied by a denial that even this change

Clsb. Qſbron. Cioſ. XXLII. 2 II
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;

in the destination of part of the fleet from the West to the East Scheldt

“would have delayed the advance more than three or four days,’ a remark

in which I entirely concur with Lord Chatham, though on grounds very

different from those assumed in the Statement.

“Upon this part of the case I must recur shortly to the original dis

cussion and plans, relating to the expedition, and the circumstances under

which we arrived at Walcheren.

`" It had been at one time proposed before we quitted London, to land

the whole army in Tholon and South Beveland, as presenting fewer difficul

ties than the navigation of the Scheldt, which under the most favourable

circumstances must always be liable to various contingencies. This pro

posal was, I understand, a good deal discussed, and on this point it is only

necessary to refer to my instructions to Sir R. Keats, when he was directed

to give every assistance in the transporting the troops to South Beveland and

Tholen.

“Another plan had been proposed, of disembarking in the Slough,

marching across South Beveland, embarking again at Bathz, and ſanding at

Santfliet. (Min. Ev. p. 197.)

“This plan appeared to be approved by many good judges of military

operations, for one proof of which I may refer to the Minutes of Evidence,

page 197.

“The third plan which was suggested as preferable to either of the

former, provided we met with no obstacles, was to proceed directly up the

West Scheldt, and this (see Mem. Min. Ev.) was ultimately adopted,

because, by keeping the troops in the transports, it promised to preserve

them in an efficient state until their immediate service should be called for.

To this arrangement the command of the Weiling passage was thought to

be necessary, for which reason a respectable force was destined to occupy

Cadsand.

“Speaking of the failure of the attack on Cadsand, Lord Chatham says,

* in the first place the beach was so exposed, that in blowing weather it

was found impossible to land.” Secondly, ‘from what cause I know not,

the Marquis of Huntley's division could not be taken up in the first instance

high enough to attack the Breskens battery, the only one from its situation

of much importance.’ Lastly, his lordship says, “Commodore Owen

appears to have experienced great disappointment, in not having the sup

port of Lord Gardner's fleet and his boats."

“I trust that I shall be able to answer, in a very few words the pre

ceding insinuations. I confess that I was aware of the importance of Cad

sand before we sailed from England; Lord Chatham, from being impressed

with the same idea, was induced to send over an engineer (Captain

Paisley) to report on the practicability of effecting a landing on the beach.

The same engineer, in his evidence (page 87. Min. Ev.) and speaking of the

time to which Lord Chatham alludes, when he says “(the beach was so

exposed,’ &c.) answers, ‘it appears to me there was no difficulty in land

ing, unless what might arise from the enemy having a greater force than we
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could oppose to them in the first instance; of the enemy's force I am not a

judge.”

“I do not believe that the Breskens battery had occurred to any person

until I stated in the printed secret circular memorandum, “that the first

thing the enemy would do would be to erect a mortar and furnace battery

at Breskens, &c.' I never heard a wish on the subject of passing the

Breskens battery: and I do think if it had been represented to me as so

extremely strong, I should have urged the propriety of landing below it,

and taking it in reverse, in preference to the risk which the troops in

transports would be subjected to by passing it. The engineer, in Minutes

of Evidence, page 86, says, “the batteries appeared to me to have very

little strength i-the batteries appeared to me to be open batteries.’

“I refer to these Minutes of Evidence, merely as proofs of the inaccu

racy of the Statement.

“I selected Commodore Owen, an officer of great intelligence and pro

fessional talent, for the purpose of co-operating with the Marquis of

Huntley; I gave him every latitude of discretion; the quarter-master

general sent Lord Huntley a copy of the commodore's instructions, and I

apprehend there is no position or part of the beach between Sluys and the

Ghent canal, on which he would not have attempted to effect a landing,

if any proposition or request had been made by Lord Huntley to that

effect.

“I only require on this point that a dispassionate attention should be

paid to my orders, that my letter of the 2d July to Lord Gardner, coupled

with that of the 16th, should be read with attention, and that a reference

should be made to the evidence of Commodore Owen and the Marquis of

IIuntley, which I think unequivocally prove, that no application was ever

made to me for a proportion of boats beyond what was carried by Commo

dore Owen's squadron.

“Our original determination of landing in Zoutland Bay was laid aside,

in consequence of intelligence received at Deal of the preparation of the

enemy on that part of the coast, and a memoir was drawn up on this sub

ject, which was submitted to Lord Chatham and Lord Castlereagh, and

approved of by both; and it was consequently intended to land on Dom

burgh Beach; but on our arrival at Walcheren, the surf was found to be

so heavy on Domburgh Beach, in consequence of a strong westerly wind,

the landing there was impossible; it became therefore absolutely necessary

to take shelter in the Roompot and Veergat, and the constant succession of

gales for many days after our arrival, made it impossible, independently of

other obstacles, to recur to the original intention of entering the western

mouth of the Scheldt.

“Upon the change in our measures, which was thus forced upon us by

the untoward state of the weather, I must here beg leave to offer a very

few remarks. It is admitted by Lord Chatham to have been in some

respects advantageous, by placing the transports and small craft in a place

of security, and by facilitating the disembarkation of the troops on the

Bree Sand.

-º
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- “His lordship further states, that by this change of the destination of

the fleet the occupation of Cadsand became unnecessary, and that if it

could have been accomplished it would have occasioned a very inconvenient

separation of our force. On the other hand, this change of destination

necessarily tended to produce some delay in the naval operations, by

forcing us to proceed by a circuitous instead of a direct navigation; but the

main question is, how far it necessarily tended to retard the attainment of

the ulterior objects of the expedition.

“I have already stated, that for the purpose of obtaining those objects,

three places had been proposed, the last of which, as [ conceived, had

been selected as the most advantageous, only upon the supposition of our

encountering no obstacles to the navigation of the whole fleet up the West

Scheldt. Now the Wieling Channel had been rendered inaccessible to us

by our failure at Cadsand, and consequently our expectations, in this

respect, had been wholly overthrown, and the ground of preference on

which the third plan had been adopted was in course removed ; but it is

evident, that the impracticability of the first plan, which proposed to carry

the army through the East Scheldt to Thoſen, or that of the second,

according to which the troops were to have been landed on South Beveland

and to have proceeded to Bathz, could not be materially affected by the

enemy's possession of Cadsand, or at all by the circumstance of our fleet

being compelled, by stress of weather, to take shelter in the Veer Gat; on

the contrary, it will appear by the military instructions to Sir John Hope

(Min. Ev. page 165.) “that the navigation of the East Scheldt being little

understood, and whether there was sufficient depth of water for the

transports and victuallers which must necessarily attend this service, it is

now judged most advisable that the operation should take place by the

Veer Passage.”

“Now the only imaginable impediments to the further progress of our

army must have been apprehended, either from a military force of the

enemy occupying South Beveland, or from the French fleet in the West

Scheldt, or from the enemy's flotilla : but the corps of Sir John Hope

became possessed of the whole of South Beveland on the 2d August, the

French fleet had retired beyond the bomb of Lillo on the 1st August, from

the enemy's flotilla, which was unable to prevent the corps under Sir John

Hope from taking possession of Bathz, or to regain possession of it before

the greater part of the guns, which had been previously spiked, were ren

dered serviceable, and which, on the first appearance of the British flotilla,

retired in confusion, and never afterwards repassed the boom of Lillo, no

opposition to the movements of the army could at any time have been rea

sonably appreheuded.

“With respect to the immediate difficulties which Inay have operated as

an objection to the disembarkation of the troops on South Beveland, and to

their subsequent march across that island, he need only refer to the

opinions of the naval officers who were employed in the Slough, by which I

... think it will appear that 20,000 men, and 4000 horses, might have been

landed from the Slough in 48 hours (page 175, M. E.) that cavalry aud
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ordnance horses might easily perform this march from the Slough to Bathz

in thirty-six hours, the distance being from thirty to thirty-five miles.-

With regard to artillery, it was stated by Sir John Hope, in answer to a

question (Min. Ev. page 173.) as to the number of guns found in Bathz and

Waerden, which might have been used for ulterior objects, that there were

twelve 24-pounders in the battery at Waerden, and fourteen or fifteen at

Bathz, all of which, as the general believed, were on travelling carriages.

I might add, that the quantity of ordnance and ordnance stores taken on

the island, as appears by the return in Journal Army Proceedings, page 15,

was such as I should suppose to be sufficient for all the possible wants of

the army.

“When, therefore, Lord Chatham contends in his Statement that the

second point, namely, “why the army was not brought up sooner to the

destination from whence all its operations were to commence, is purely a

naval consideration, his position is certainly true in words, but as cer

tainly incorrect in its implied meaning. It is obvious that the army might

have marched to Bathz in the course of a few days, but it is also obvious

that it could not be conveyed on board a fleet of 400 transports, besides

frigates, sloops, and flotilla, through a very intricate channel, without some

delay. The difficulty of conducting such a fleet at all, through the mazes.

of such a navigation, can only be appreciated by professional men; it was

very greatly increased by an adverse wind, blowing for some time with such

violence, as to render the expedient of warping (the only means of pro

ceeding) totally impracticable; such obstacles to our progress were only to be

overcome by great exertions and perseverance, by a considerable, but not,

as I trust, an unnecessary expenditure of labour and time.

“I can only say, that I made every arrangement, by appointing the most

active officers to every separate part of each service, and that I had every

reason to be satisfied with their zeal, activity, and exertion. -

“Having anticipated many of these diſficulties, I attempted, in a con

versation with Lord Chatham on the 1st August, to impress them on his

lordship's mind, and I inferred from his answers, that he intended to

modify his plans in consequence, and to proceed by South Beveland instead

of the West Scheldt.—Under this persuasion I directed Admiral Otway to

take the command of the flect employed before Walcheren, that I might be

at liberty to employ my whole attention in forwarding the different prepa

rations necessary to facilitate the progress of the army to the destination

from whence its ulterior operations were to commence.

“I immediately directed Sir Home Popham to proceed through the

Slough with several sloops of war, all the bombs, gun-brigs, and gun-boats,

and use every exertion in getting the flotilla into the West Scheldt, that it

might in the first instance co-operate with Commodore Owen in completing

the naval blockade of Flushing, and to be ready to proceed to Bathz at the

shortest notice, whenever its services should be required there, for the pur

pose of prosecuting the ulterior objects of the expedition.

“I also instructed him to hasten as much as possible the progress of the

transports through the Slough.
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“The subsequent news of the rapid occupation of South Beveland and

of the fort of Bathz, with a quantity of artillery and ammunition in the

other forts (v. Journal Army Proceedings, page 15, Sir John Hope)

adapted to our future operations, and also of the facility which might be

afforded to our arrangements for crossing to Santfliet, by a ford reported

capable of being passed by some part of the army, further strengthened my

opinion that the landing in South Beveland with all the cavalry and infantry

would be the only means of rapidly approaching towards the ultimate

objects of the expedition.

“Accordingly, in my interview with Lord Chatham on the 6th, I stated

fully the difficulties I had to encounter from the untoward state of the

weather, and from the intricacy of the channel in passing the vessels through

the Slough, as also from the difficulties made by the pilots, who refused to

take charge of the vessels, or even to carry the line-of-battle ships into the

West Scheldt. (Vide Lord Gardner's Letter.)

“The strong impression I felt upon this subject induced me to deviate

from the line of conduct I have always adopted in relation to military

matters, of not interposing any opinion; and I ventured to propose to his

lordship to commence the disembarkation by landing the cavalry imme

diately on South Beveland, and marching then to Bathz, which night be

followed by all the infantry not occupied in the siege of Flushing; stating

that much delay and difficulty would arise in getting our numerous vessels

and transports through the Slough; that in addition to the frigates which

were already under orders to proceed into the West Scheldt, I should be

able in a day or two to get a sutficient portion of sloops and flotilla,

including the transports I ordered to be armed, and the launches of the

fleet to be fitted with carronades, to increase the flotilla through the

Slough to send up to co-operate with the army at Bathz, and such a limited

number of transports as might contain articles essential to the first advance

of the army. I also informed his lordship that every possible exertion was

making to accomplish the passage through the Slough, on the nature of

which exertions, being wholly technical, such as buoying and anchoring

small transports on the side of the shoals, and making arrangements for

warping (the wind being still adverse) it cannot be necessary for me to

dwell.

“That Lord Chatham fully understood the nature and extent of the ob

stacles to our getting into the West Scheldt, which I described, is obvious

from his letter of the 7th of August (No. 3. military papers, B.) written after

, the interview, in which I had explained them, and ventured to propose the

remedy of landing the cavalry, &c. on South Beveland.

“To this letter I beg to call the most particular attention, as it is very

difficult to reconcile the statement in that letter with the insinuations which

it is my painful duty to answer. It is no less difficult to reconcile the

admission, that “the active enterprise of the enemy, and the reinforcement

thrown into Flushing, rendered it necessary to land General Grosvenor's

division,’ with the assertion in the statement, that “it is to be remembercd

that this was only done because his lordship saw no movement making to

push forward a single vessel up the West Scheldt.’ -
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“Upon the justice of the last observation, after the conversation which

had passed between us on the 6th, I dare not trust myself with making any

comments.

“I then thought, and I still think, that if the plan which I had presumed to

suggest had been adopted; had the cavalry been landed on South Beveland,

and a limited number of transports been selected, that a delay of only a few

days would have resulted from the adverse accident which had unavoidably

given a different course to the direction of our operations.

“ Lord Chatham seemed to think it necessary that all the men of war and

transports should assemble in the Upper Scheldt, at Bathz.

“My opinions on this subject I have already stated. It is to be remem

bered that the French fleet had retreated above Lillo, so that the presence

of our line-of-battle ships in the West Scheldt could not be necessary until

the army should have been assembled at Bathz, and even then, unless

it should have been deemed inexpedient for the army to have advanced upon

Antwerp, until we should have broken the boom of Lillo, I still think that

not more than four ships could have been required for that purpose. In the

mean time our flotilla would have been amply sufficient to have protected

the passage of the army from Bathz to Santvliet, as I should not have agreed

to any proposition for crossing the army unless I had been quite certain that

I had the most ample means of giving it the fullest protection. Being,

however, particularly anxious to pursue the line of conduct most congenial

to his lordship's wishes, and consequently best adapted to promote a cordial

co-operation, I promised every exertion in carrying his intentions into execu

tion.

“Accordingly, on my return from Lord Chatham, I continued my

arrangements for accelerating the various complicated objects which were

to be attended to.

“The first part of the flotilla which got through the Slough, were applied

to the cutting off the communication betweenCadsand and Flushing; because

his lordship had regretted (though without urging it as a subject of com

plaint), that supplies had been so often thrown into Flushing. In fact, until

after the 7th of August, the weather continued so bad, with the wind at S.

W. and S.S. W. that we were unable to interrupt the communication of the

enemy,as the only vessels by which we could effect it were constantly driven

in by the gales, and could not keep the sea. The wind which was most ad

verse to us, was most favourable to the enemy, who could from Cadsand run

before it into Flushing without the possibility of interruption.

“On the 7th we were able, by the weather moderating, to establish the

sea blockade of Flushing; and on the 9th a considerable body of the flotilla,

under the command of Sir Home Popham, was carried through the Swatch

way of the Caloot Sand at the entrance of the Slough Passage, and pro

ceeded to Bathz, where they arrived on the 11th. At the same time

a squadron of frigates passed Flushing to join this flotilla, and proceeded on

the following day up the Scheldt. - - -

“With respect to the line-of-battle ships, great difficulty had occurred.
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from the objections of the pilots, but I regretted this less because I had coh

sidered these ships, if in consequence of Iny offer they should be called for

by Lord Chatham, as applicable to the co-operation in the attack upon the

town; and having placed the different divisions of the fleet employed

in the various services in the East Scheldt, at Batht, in the Slough, and in the

West Scheldt, under the command of officers of responsibility, with directions

to press the passage of the transports through the Slough, I remained in the

vicinity of Walcheren for the purpose of communicating with Lord Chat

ham, as I conceived it my duty to do, until he should think it right to pro

ceed to South Beveland. The ships' of the line, therefore, whose immediate

presence at Bathz did not, for the reasons which I have just mentioned, ap

pear to me at all necessary, did not pass Flushing until the attack on the

14th. The Courageux, which ship was intended to go up the river when

the frigates did, proceeded early in the morning of the 15th. I detained

the others, as the anchorage at Bathz was very confined,and,at that time, ex

tremely crowded, but they were only a few miles lower down, and within

reach of going up in one tide whenever it should be required of them

to proceed up the river.

“The transports proceeded up the river in different divisions as fast as the

difficulties I have stated could be overcome, and in consequence of the ar

rangements made, and the exertions of the officers employed, with fewer

accidents than I believe have ever occurred to so large a fleet in such a na

vigation.

“I trust I have now succeeded in proving the point with which I set out,

namely, that if the army was not sooner assembled at Bathz, the delay was

in no shape imputable to my misconduct; the particular line of operations

which had been suggested to the commander-in-chief of the forces and to

myself, as most likely to ensure the attainment of the ultimate objects of the

expedition, was departed from, is notorious; but I have endeavoured

to shew that the failure of the attack on Cadsand was not owing to any de

fect in the orders and instructions issued by me, and it was evidently

impossible, that while Cadsand and Flushing remained in the hands of the

enemy, I could carry such a naval armament as was assembled under my

orders to the point of general rendezvous. No precautions of mine could

secure the fleet and army against the fury of the ciements, or enable us in

spite of the adverse gales, to reach, by the shortest course, our proper des.

tunation.

“In conveying the fleet to a secure place of refuge, and one where the

disembarkation of the troops took place with little loss of time and without

any loss of lives, I trust I shall not be accused either ºf a dereliction of my

duty, or of any inattention to the interests of the army.

“From this period I considered myself bound implicitly to accede to the

wishes of the commander-in-chief. With him alone was there an option

between a march of 36 hours and a voyage of indefinite length. I trust that

it was owing to no defect of zeal on my part, and I am sure it was owing to

no want of exertion on the part of the many excellent naval officers whom

I have the honour to command, that the progress of a fleet which it was ne
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cessary to warp, or in less technical language, to haul by human labour,

through the windings of a most intricate channel, and often directly in the

teeth of the wind, appeared so tardy that Lord Chathan “saw no move

ment making to push forward a single vessel to the West Scheldt. The

exertions of the naval officers and men were not rendered less irksome by,

the persuasion that the labour which, though incessant, often proved una

vailing, might have been spared to them at the expense of a short march

across the island of South Beveland. To impute to me or to the navy, un

der the name of delay, the loss of time which was passed by me in constant

solicitude, and by the men in unremitting toil, is not what I should have ex

pected from Lord Chatham.

“It would have been more agreeable to myself to have offered to their

lordships a simple journal of the daily trausnctions of the fleet, as that

course would have afforded me that of paying a just tribute of gratitude to

the numerous, able, and zealous officers, by whom I was aided in the different

branches of the service, under my directions, and who may possibly consi

der themselves as unjustly subject, together with myself, to some imputa

tion, from the marked, and perhaps invidious, accuracy with which the par

ticular days of arrival of different divisions are specified in Lord Chatham's

stateinent.

“But I am convinced that it was not the intention of his Lordship, in

eollecting such a multitude of dates, to attribute any blame to those officers.

He has closed his report by pointing me out as the only object of his ani

madversions.

“He leaves me “to account for the difficulties which prevented the in

vestment of Flushing, as well as to shew the obstacles which presented

themselves to the early progress of the armament up the West Scheldt.”

“He was not aware, it seems, that the first point was rendered impossible

by the state of the winds; he was not even aware that the circumstances of

his being blown into the East Scheldt had impeded his early progress up the

West Scheldt.

“Concerning Lord Chatham's opinions I have now ceased to be solicit

ous, but I am, and ever shall be, sincerely anxious that your lordship's

should not see cause to regret the confidence with which you have

been pleased to houour me on this occasion.

* London, March 5, 1810. “R. J. STRACHAN, Rear-admiral.”

i

PLATE CCCVI.

ASTEL-A-MARE is a sea-port town of Italy, in the kingdom of

Naples, and province of Principato Citra. The fortress of Castel-a-

Mare, which possesses great strength, was one of those fortresses in the Bay

of Naples, in which the Neapolitan rebels took refuge, in the ºmmer

rºat. &pton. Gioi, XXIII. 2 I
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of 1799. In the middle of June, aſter the whole of Naples, excepting For

St. Elnio, and the Castles Uovo and Nuovo, had submitted to his Sicilian

TMajesty's arms, Captain Iloo, e, of the Sea-horse, summoned the garrison of

Castel-a-Mare to surrender, as prisoners of war. The naval and military

commanders agreed to capitulate, on the conditions of being permitted to

leave the fortress with military honours; and of being, without exception,

released on their word of honour, and allowed to depart to their respective.

homes and families. Captain Foote not replying to this counter proposal, ther

republican chiefs came on board of the Sea-horse, and obtained an armis

tiee of two hours and a-half, to make the proffered terms known to their

forces; and it was ultimately agreed, on the evening of June 15, that the

whole of the garrison, with the crews of the rebel flotilla, should march out

of the fort with military honours, grounding their arms on passing the last

barrier, and proceeding whither they might think proper. It was also

agreed, that such of the rebels as might chuse to avail themselves of the

protection of the British flag, should be received on board of the Sea

horse.

A knowledge of the immense strength of Castel-a-Mare, and a wish to

prevent the effusion of blood, were Captain Foote's inducements to grant

these favourable terms. The Neapolitan minister (the Chevalier Acton) in

a conversation which Captain Foote afterwards had with him on the subject,

“seemed much exasperated with some of the officers who had composed

the garrison of Castel-a-Mare, remarking, that they had acted with the

blackest ingratitude, as they owed even their education to his Sicilian Ma

jesty's bounty.” -

-

º

DESCRIPTION OF THIE AZORE ISLANDS.

LETTER I.

Mr. EDIror, ** -

S it is the fashion during the summer months, to go to some watering

\\ place by the sea-side; my wandering disposition lately induced ine

to cross the Atlantic, and take a peep at the Azore Islands, and NEw

roundland: neither of which, but particularly the former, are sufficiently

known or duly appreciated in this country. The remarks and observations

which I made during this water excursion, are much at your service; but

you must allow me to send them as they occur to my recollection,

and something after the manner of old Corya e's Crudities.

Our wary and keen eyed enemy will one day, I fear when too late, make

this country sensible of the great importance, which the Azore Islands are

of to our West India trade, and to our navy. One single French man

of war, with only a very few troops, would soon wrest them from the feeble
**

* - - *

* Wide “CAPTAIN Foore's vindication,” Part I. page 27.
-* * *

; :
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arm of the Portuguese; and to increase the danger, the governor-general

who resides at Perceira, is at least a questionable character. But I shall, in

my present letter, merely confine myself to the account of these valuable.

islands which I received through the means of our consul, Mr. Parkin, at

Fayal, from one of the merchants resident on that island, of the name of

Greeves.

The Azores, or Western IsláNDs, are nine in number. Their climate

is perhaps the best in the world, the greatest heat being 80, and the

extreme of cold 50, in the open air; but the thermometer fluctuates

between those two points, and is very seldom at either: the average differ

ence from December to August is not more than 15 degrees. Almost

every thing can be produced in the open air: lately fine coffee and tobacco

of the best sort grows spontaneously. Many of the tropical fruits thrive

extremely well, particularly the Banana. There are about two hun

dred and twenty thousand inhabitants, totally different from the Portuguese

on the Continent, in their manners, complexion, and features; being fair

and very mild in their manners, and much more industrious.

These beautiful islands would be of an immense value to a maritime

power; a thousand stout lads could be obtained yearly, who would make

excellent sailors, their natural habits inclining thern to a sea-faring

life. The situation of the Azores, from 37 to 40 N. and from 25 to 31 W.

of Greenwich, is the first in the world; and well adapted to become

the centre of commerce. Their produce is already great, and if emulation

and encouragement took place, it might be doubled, so as to supply

a large navy with all the biscuit that might be wanted, as well as great store

of beef and pork. In the island of Fayal an excellent Port wine could be

made: the island of Pico, in the vicinity of Fayal, produces yearly from 16

to 24,000 pipes of a white wine of a remarkable salubrious quality, some

thing between Madeira and Hock: a little of it has been sent to England,

where it was so much admired, that orders were immediately given

for some pipes of it. This wine has of late years been much improved, it

becomes quite mellow in about three years, or in from six to eight months,

if sent on a sea voyage. The Passado, or Fay." Malmsey, is peculiar to

the island; the method of making it is as follows: When the grapes

are ripe, the choicest bunches are culled, and exposed for 15 days on large

Lava-stones, and the grapes are turned every day, so that all the watery

particles are exhaled: when afterwards compressed, their juice becomes

quite thick and luscious, and brandy is put in to preserve it, so that it becomes

quite a cordial. Of late years the principal exportation of wine has been

to the West Indies, for the use of the British navy and army. By experi

ence the Fayal wine is found to be a sovereign antiscorbutic, and from its

great antiseptic qualities an excellent preservative fron ſevers, particular

ly that horrid and pestilential one, called the yellow fever. This fact was

proved, by 70 pipes that were sent in the Belloua of 74 guns to St. Domin

go; it was divided amongst several vessels, whose crews, in a most astonish

ing manner, recovered. As the principal part of the island of Pico belongs

to the inhabitants of Fayal, all the wine is shipped off from the latter, where
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is the only good Port in all the Azores, and thus it is called Fayal

wine.

. From the islands of St. Michael and Perceira, from 80 to 100 vessels

sail annually laden with grain: at St. Michael's are yearly exported from 60

to 80,000 boxes of oranges and lemons, and at Perceira from 10 to 15,000.

The importation of British manufactures, being the principal, amounts

yearly to about 30,000l. From the United States are received boards,

staves, rice, fish, pitch, tar, iron in pots and bars, with a variety of Indian

goods, which are paid for in wine. Sometimes a vessel goes to Russia with

wine, and returns with flax and iron.

The island of St. Michael, whicl: is one of the southernmost, contains a

celebrated volcano, and possesses nearly all sorts of mineral waters. It has

also baths, which have performed extraordinary cures in cutaneous, gouty,

and rheumatic complaints. In the island of St. George, a volcano burst

forth during the year 1808. In a word, the inhabitants are mild and oivil

in their deportment, and did they but enjoy the blessings of a British

government, these islands would again deserve the appellation of Fortunate,

which it is thought they received from the Antients. No venomous reptile

exists amongst thcm.

For the present I remain,

Mr. Editor,

Your humble servant,

- TIM. WEATHERSIDE.

,F.

PLATE CCCVII.

TN addition to the particulars formerly given, respecting Antwerp, someº

good information, comprised in the minutes of Evidence, taken before

the Committee for inquiring into the causes of the failure of the Expedition

to the Scheldt, will appear in a subsequent part of the present Volume.

At present, therefore, it is only necessary to observe, that the annexed

plan of Antwerp, with that of the Citadel, at page 135, will materially

elucidate the various papers, &c. relating to the proceedings in the Scheldt,

which have been laid before Parliament; and of which, a more copious and

faithful abstract will be found in the Naval CHRowicle than in any other

publication.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1810.

(February–March./ -

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

V E are sorry to witness that increase of acrimony and party, which

nearly pervades at the present important moment all our public

prints. Instead of intelligence, or sound political remark on the extraor

dinary events that are passing upon the Continent, the size of our daily

* * *- :-
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Yapers is increased, in order to afford room for that diurnal portion of

abuse and discontent which hoaest John Bull swallows with his breakfast,

and afterwards deals out to his acquaintance. Not that we wish to defend

the present ministers, or their measures; but the angry diatribes of an

anonymous writer in a newspaper will not remove them, though they may

tend to alienate the mass of the people from their governors, and secretly

encourage a seditious spirit. The cause of our inveterate enemy cannot be

more ably supported. It has even sometimes brought a smile on the cold

and cadaverous countenance of Buonaparte.

In the midst of this political warfare, Captain Wilby, aid-de-camp to

Lieutenant-general Sir George Beckwith, commanding his Majesty's forces

in the Windward and Leeward Islands, arrived on the 15th of March, with

an account of the capture of the valuable Island of Guadaloupe. The

expedition, with the squadron under the command of Vice-admiral the

Hon. Sir Alexander Cochrane, sailed from Martinique on the 22d of

January, and the result was in every respect most honourable to the enter

prise and valour of our brave countrymen. We only trust, that we shall be

able to retain the valuable acquisitions we have again wrested from the

French, who have now received a death blow to their West India coni

merce. It will also enable us to keep the Americans in check, inasmuch as

all their favourite and lucrative trade with the West Indies, must now pass

through our hands.

When the Hazard left Guadaloupe, the French frigate Nereide, of the

largest class, which escaped from St. Maloes some time ago, hove in sight

off Basseterre, where two of our frigates and two sloops were lying at

anchor; discovering the island to be in our possession, she stood back,

which our squadron perceiving, immediately slipped their cables, and all

four were in close pursuit when the IIazard came away, and there is little

doubt of her being captured. -

On Monday, the 26th of March, Lord Porchester, agreeably to notice,

brought forward a string of resolutions in censure of the Scheldt expedition;

exonerating both the navy and army from blame. Lord Castlereagh spoke

in defence of the policy and conduct of the expedition, and was followed by

Mr. Ponsonby on the other side. On the 27th the debate was resumed,

and General Crauford moved an amendment to Lord Porchester's resolu

tions, in favour of ministers. Another adjournment took place, and the

debate was again resumed on the 29th ; the House having been occupied

the whole of the preceding evening respecting a libellous breach of privilege

committed by Sir F. Burdett, in a publication concerning the committal of

J. G. Jones to Newgate, for contempt of Parliament.—Lord Chatham had

some time previously resigned, in consequence of a vote of censure passed

on him by the House of Commons.

Rumours of pacific overtures from France to England have been afloat;

but we believe that the intercourse which has taken place between the two

countries related only to an intended exchange of prisoners.

An expectation of hostilities between Russia and France has been some

time-entertained; but an extraordinary depreciation of the Russian Bank
* ,

**
º
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paper, which has recently taken place, an immense increase of the

national debt, and a consequent levy of new taxes on the people, are cir

cumstances which tend to discountenance such an opinion.

The French, it is said, are about to take possession of the ports of the

Baltic. For the purpose, as we presume, of counteracting this measure,

an expedition is now fitting out at Yarinouth.

The Electorate of Hanover was formally annexed to the Kingdom of

Westphalia, on the 1st of March.

z It is yet uncertain, whether peace be likely to take place between Russia

and the Porte.—Equally uncertain are Buonaparte's intentious with respect

to Holland. King Louis has not returned to that country.

Cadiz is closely invested by the French, who are understood to have

obtained a footing on the Isle of Leon. The city, however, is considered to

be impregnable.”

It is conjectured, that, should the French succeed in making themselves

masters of Cadiz, their next attempt will be upon Gibraltar. In contempla–

tion of this, every precaution has been used to insure the safety of that

fortress-A very formidable czpedition has for some time been fitting out,

the naval command of which is to be intrusted to Sir Sidney Smith and

Commodore Owen. In the opinion of some, it is destined to assist in the

protection of Gibraltar; but, according to others, it has in view some

important object in South America. If it be not necessary for the defence

of Gibraltar, we should be better pleased if it were going to the Mauritius;

the capture of which would deprive Buonaparte of the last of his “colonies

and commerce.”

. The relations between Great Britain and America have assumed a

favourable aspect. Lieutenant Elliott, in the John Adams frigate, sailed

from Cowes about the 20th of March, with the projet of a plan for the

adjustment of all differences between the two countries, drawn up by the

Marquis Wellesley and Mr. Pinckney. The disposition of the inhabitants

of the United States also appears to be more amicable than formerly; and

a circumstance which will probably operate forcibly in our favour is, that

Buonaparte has sequestrated and ordered for sale all the American property

in France. General Armstrong, after ineffectually remonstrating against

this measure, is said to have demanded his passports.

A letter from Trieste states, that the Russian fleet, which has been

ceded by Russia to France, consists of four sail of the line, besides frigates

and corvettes. These vessels are partly at Tricste, and partly at Venice.

The Russian crews have already set out on their return home, and the

French have taken possession of the vessels.

The Terror bomb, Lieutenant Whitaker, which has been stationed as a

floating battery in Sea Reach during the whole of the war, has lately been

paid off at Sheerness and laid up in ordinary.

* A Map of Cadiz and the Isle of Leon will be found in the XXIst

Volume of The Naval Chaonicle, page 476.
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3|mperial 15arliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16.

M ARQUIS WELLESLEY brought down a message from his Majesty,

informing their lordships that his Majesty had entered into an

arrangement respecting Portugal, by which he had agreed to advance pe

caniary succours for the support of an army of Portuguese troops, not

exceeding 30,000 men.

Thursday, FEBRUARY 22.

An Address was carried, on his Majesty's Message respecting Portugal,

by 124 against 94.

Friday, February 23.

Viscount Melville moved for a return of all King's ships employed in the

transport service at distinct periods from 1801, specifying the number of

officers and men, the number of troops on board, the number of guns each

ship was calculated to carry, and the number actually employed; also

stating how many, if any, were captured by the enemy, or otherwise lost in

the service on which they were employed. The Noble Wiscount also moved

a similar return of the transports—Ordered.

- FRIDAY, MArch 2.

"The Marquis of Lansdowne moved an humble address to his Majesty,

praying his Majesty would be graciously pleased to inform that House who

it was that advised his Majesty to say in his answer to the Address of the

City of London, that there were no grounds for Inquiry into the conduct of

the Commander of the Expedition to the Scheldt.

The Earl of Liverpool said, that if the Noble Marquis's object was merely

to ascertain the fact of who were his Majesty's advisers on that occasion,

he had no objection to inform him, that it was given by all his Majesty's

present servants, except the Noble Earl who commanded the expedition.

All except Lord Chatham were present at the deliberation, and concurred

in the advice, and they were answerable for it, if it was improper.—(Hear?

hear ! from the Opposition.) He thought still that the expedition was, as

originally intended, a grand effort, perhaps, one of the grandest that any

government ever made—(a laugh from the Opposition); but from its

failure, he could not collect that it was owing to any fault in the original

plan, since, by that only a division was to be employed to mask Flushing,

while the main body proceeded to act against Antwerp. That this was

not carried into effect, was neither the fault of the executive government,

nor of those employed by it; but arose from the operations of the wind

and weather, most unusual and unlooked for at that season of the year.

He would ask, therefore, if, without any charge being brought against

any of the commanders, or by one individual in the expedition against

another, ministers would have been justified in instituting an inquiry?

Nor could any military inquiry have been set on foot to embrace the

operations of the navy, the laws of the two services being so different.

The Earl of Rosslyn concurred with the Noble Earl, that no military

inquiry could have been instituted, to embrace the naval part of the
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expedition; but any facts of accusation that could be brought against it,

ministers might have referred to a competent tribunal. The Noble Lord

(Liverpool) seemed to have calculated onno obstructions from the weather,

and that their days should all be fair. . But even the First Lord of the

Admiralty had been told by the naval commander, that he believed they

would not get beyond Flushing.

Lord Mulgrave defended administration, and entered into a vindica

tion of Lord Chatham. The Noble Lord, however, disclaimed all know

ledge of the existence of the memorial of Lord Chatham at the time the

answer was given to the City Address; whether that answer was right or

wrong, had he been acquainted with the contents of that paper, he should

not have advised giving such a one.

A desultory debate followed, in which Lord Westmoreland opposed the

motion; and Lords Grey, Grenville, Holland, and Darnley supported it;

and a division taking place, the numbers were—Contents 90–Non-contents

136. —Majority against the motion 46.

FR1DAY, MARCH 9.

Lord Mulgrave, in answer to a question from Lord Holland, respecting

a statement he had seen in a French official paper, in which it was said a

proposition had been made to our government for an exchange of prisoners,

and had on our part been declined, assured the Noble Lord that he had

never seen the statement alluded to. A proposition had been made to our

government for a convention to be held at Morlaix; it had, however, gone

off on its own terms, they being such as it was impossible our government.

could accede to.

MONDAY, MARCH 12.

Lord Holland moved an humble Address to his Majesty, for the produc

tion of such instructions as had been given to our ministers abroad, to

induce the powers in alliance with us to abolish the African Slave Trade.—

Ordcred.

The Earl of Lauderdale mentioned a report, that a fresh sum of money

was about to be given to the East India Company, but he hoped every one

knew enough of India affairs to see the gross impropriety of such a measure.

He then moved, that a Committee be appointed to inquire into the state of

the Company's affairs, and report accordingly.—Ordered.

Mon DAY, MA Rch 19.

Lord Melville observed, that on a former evening he had moved their

lordships for certain papers relative to the transport service: and it was

now his intention to submit a motion for the production of other documents

which appertained to the same subject. The object he had in view was to

shew, at a future period, the wisdom of supplying transports wholly from

the royal dock-yards, without having recourse either to hire or to build.

Having stated the utility of employing those ships, which are laid up in or

dinary, for that service, he moved, “That an humble address be presented

to his Majesty, that he would be graciously pleased to direct that there be

laid before the House an account of the number of ships in the different
**
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wock-yards of Deptford, Chatham, Portsmouth, and Plymouth, stating the

various rates for which they are severally calculated, and the number

of vessels laid up in ordinary in the said several ports and harbours.”—

Ordered. º --

His lordship next moved for an account of the various artificers employed

in the dock-yards, distinguishing the shipwrights from the others.--

Vrdered.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, Tirursday, Feb. 15.

Admiral Markham gave notice, that he should, on the 22d of March,

move for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of certain officers of

the army, navy, militia, and marines, so far as respects the Income Tax to

which they are liable on account of their pay; and also to relieve

from the same tax all funded property, not exceeding ten pounds per
annum.

Mr. Perceval brought down a message from the king, respecting

the maintenance of Portuguese troops, similar to that which had been deli

vered in the House of Lords. -

Mr. Wardle rose to move for certain papers, for the purpose of disclosing

abuses in the civil department of the navy, and in the barrack department.

A short time ago he was applied to by a person of the name of Butt, who

had originally purchased his situation in the navy office, and on his retire

ment he had urged that some equivalent should be given him for the pur

chase which he had made. Mr. Butt had stated to him, that Lord

Barham, when at the head of the navy office, had been in the constant habit

of selling the inferior offices in that department. Another object which he

had in view was, to better the situation of the clerks in the navy office. He

knew an instance of a junior clerk, often years standing, having a salary of

800l. a year, while a senior clerk in the same office, of twenty-seven years

standing, had only a salary of 200l. a year. With regard to abuses in the

superannuated list, if the necessary papers were granted, he would shew

that, in 1804, an office clerk was superannuated against his will, and a boy

of fourteen put in his place. This was in the sick and hurt office, where

he could prove that an efficient clerk had his salary raised to 130l. he was

then removed on the superannuated list, to make room for a junior clerk,

who was substituted in his room. This was the case of a Mr. Isaac Judd,

who was a clerk in the sick and hurt office in 1804. With regard to the

pension list, he was acquainted with another instance, where a public

officer was pensioned off at his salary of 500l. a year; the salary was then

raised to 1,000l. a year, and a junior clerk, who had before only 250l. a

year, was put into the office so raised to 1,000l. a year. Another abuse

which he should state was, the creation of new salaries in the sick and hurt

£at, ºſpron, CIGI, XXIII, 2K
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office. There was what was called a committee in the office, of which one

of the clerks was appointed chairman, with a salary of 200l. a year, in ad

dition to 1,000l. which he had before; and another was appointed secre

tary, with 150l. of additional salary. But the fact was, notwithstanding

this increased salary, they spent no additional time at the office, and were

only the same number of hours there. Having mentioned these circum

stances, he concluded with moving, “That there be laid before the house

copies of all letters which passed between the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty and Mr. Butt late clerk in the navy office, relative to his claims

for compensation, and his subsequent resignation, between the 1st of May,

1809, and the 16th of June, 1810; and also, copies of all letters which

passed between the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty and that person

within the same period.”

Mr. Ward said, with regard to the case of Mr. Butt, he believed it was

this: That person had purchased a place in the navy office, as he under

stood, about the year 1786, at which time the sale and purchase of situa

tions was a received and acknowledged usage in that office. He was con

vinced that the practice was a bad and odious one; but as it was then

an acknowledged usage, its permission was no more a disgrace to the noble

Lord Barham, than it was now for a chief justice to sell a legal office which

might happen to be at his disposal. In 1786, the committee appointed by

Mr. Pitt to examine into the fees of Office sat upon this very matter, and

Lord Barham, then Sir Charles Middleton, stated to them, that the fees of

his office consisted partly in salary, and partly in money arising from the

sales of inferior offices in the navy board; the committee very properly

said, that this was an improper practice, but they did not say that this was

an abuse on the part of Lord Barham. In 1796, this privilege of sale was

entirely done away, agreeably to the recommendation of the committee,

and the salary was raised to 1,500l. a year, by way of equivalent. These

were all the facts of the case, and there was no occasion for a single paper

on the subject. With regard to the circumstances mentioned in the sick

and hurt office, there was no such board now in existence, and therefore

there could be no abuses to remedy. The promotion ofjunior clerks over

their seniors was a matter of discretion, depending upon circum

stances.

The motion was then made for the production of the last mentioned cor

respondence, and lost without a division. 2

Mr. Wardle then moved for an account of the names, period of service,

age, original and present salaries of all the clerks who are now employed in

the navy office, navy pay-office, sick and wounded offices, transport office,

and prisoners of war office; which, also, was put and rejected.
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Bletterg on ºftbict,

Copied verbatim from the London Gazetre.

-

ADMIRALTY-office, FEBRUARY 13, 1810.

ESPATCHES, of which the following are copies, have been received

at this office by John Wilson Croker, Esq. from Vice-admiral Bertie,

-cº his Majesty's ships and vessels at the Cape of Good

Hope, addressed to the honourable William Wellesley Pole.

SIR, La Bourbonaise, Table-Bay, November 16, 1809.

I have the honour to congratulate their lordships on the beneficial cffects

that have already manifested themselves to the interest of his Majesty's

service, and particularly those of the honourablo East-India company, by

the measures their lordships have been Pleased to adopt for the blockade

of the Isles of France and Bourbon, and by the prompt reinforcement they

have been pleased to place under my orders, for the furtherance of this

object; the communications from Captain Rowley and Lieutenant-colonel

Keating, copies of which are forwarded herewith, fully explain the nature

of the services performed; the able manner in which they have been con

ducted, and the unanimity, zeal, and discipline, which have distinguished

the whole proceeding, merit the highest approbation, and to which I feel

that no comment or enconium of mine can render sufficient justice.

The objects proposed by Captain Rowley and Lieutenant-colonel Keat

ing in undertaking this enterprise were very considerable, and have suc

ceeded in every point; all the batteries, guns, mortars, at St. Rosa, St.

Paul's, St, Gill's, and St. Luce in the Island of Bourbon, have been ef

fectually and completely destroyed, and in their harbours the enemy can

no longer find that protection for their own ships or their captures, which

they were accustomed to seek, when the rigour of the blockade opposed
their entrance into the Isle of France.

Their naval force is reduced on this station, by a frigate (La Caroline)

of forty-four guns, and a corvette (the Grappler) of eighteen guns, besides

merchant vessels, but what is still more gratifying is the recovery out of

the hands of the enemy of the honourable company's ships Europe and

Streatham, with a considerable part of their cargoes, being the only two

ships belonging to the East-india company which have, within my know

Iedge, been brought within the limits of this station since my arrival

On 1t.

I cannot forbear to observe to their lordships that on the present occa

sion the service has been particularly indebted to Captain Corbett, of his

Majesty's ship Nereide; and on every service in which he has been em

ployed, he has displayed a zeal, activity, and universal abilities which are

the lot of few, and which when united must distinguish their possessor.

Captain Rowley, and Lieutenant-colonel Keating, alike express their high

npprobation of the conduct of Captain Willoughby of the Otter, both by

sea and land; his many wounds are honourable testimonies of his former

services, and on no occasion can he have distinguished himself beyond the

present. It gives me much satisfaction to add that the loss, considering

service performed, has been comparatively inconsiderable, a statement of

which, with other documents, is herewith transmitted.

I have the honour to be, &c.

.A. BERTIE,
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SI R, Raisonable, off Port Louis, August 28, 1809.

The harbour of St. Paul's having long been the rendezvous of those French

cruizers,and such of their prizes as have escaped the vigilance of our look-out

ships off the Isle of France, and La Caroline French frigate having succeed

ed in entering that port with two homeward bound indiamen richly laden,

I considered it practicable, both from the reports of Captain Corbett, of the

Nereide, who is perfectly acquainted with the coast, as well as from my

own observations, and from information received from prisoners, that the

place might be carried with the assistance of a detachment of the troops

from Roderique, to assist by land in an attack on the batteries. Having

communicated my opinion to Lieutenant-colonel Keating, commanding the

troops there, he immediately acceded to the measure, and in the most

handsome manner offered to embark with all the troops that could be spared

from the defence of the place. I have therefore detached the Nereide,

Otter, and Sapphire, to bring them down; and as soon as they arrive shall

roceed with the whole of our force to the attack of the place. I have in

he meantime sent the Boadicea to blockade the port, and trust that these

measures will meet your approbation. -

- I have the honour to be, &c,

To Vice-admiral Bertie, &c. J. ROWLEY.

SIR, Taisonable, St. Paul's Road, 20th September, 1809.

Having acquainted you by my letter of the 28th August with the reason

which induced me to request the assistance of Lieutenant-colonel Keating,

commanding the troops at Roderique, to co-operate with his Majesty's ships

in an attack on St. Paul's, I have now further to acquaint you, that being

joined by the Nereide, Otter, and Wasp schooner, having on board a

detachment of the 56th Regiment, and of the 2d regiment native infantry,

anounting in the whole to 368 men, under the command of Lieutenant

colonel Keating, and the Sirius having joined, we proceeded at dusk on the

evening of the 20th for the Isle of Bourbon; the force intended to be land

ed were the detachment of his Majesty's and company's troops, reinforced

by the marines of the squadron, and a party of about 100 seamen from

...this ship and the Otter, under the command of Captain Willoughby, whose

zeal induced him to volunteer the command of so small a party. As se

crecy and despatch were essential to the success of the expedition, the

whole of this force, amounting to 604, were embarked with five additional

boats on board the Nereide, Captain Corbett, who, from his perfect ac

quaintance, with the coast, as well as his known skill and activity, was in

trusted with this important service. . . . .

On our approach towards the bay of St. Paul's, to prevent suspicion, the

Nereide preceded the other ships, and being anchored close to the beach,

the whole of the detachment were landed with the greatest celerity, with

out any alarm being given to the enemy, and proceeded towards the bat

teries, which were successionally stormed ºf carried with the greatest

gallantry, and several of the guns pointed on the ships in the roads; in

the mean time the squadron stood into the bay, and according to the plan

agreed upon, when the movements of the troops enabled them to act,

opened their fire on the shipping,which was warmly returned by La Caroline

frigate, the indiamen her prizes, and those batteries which, from their

distance from the first point of attack, were enabled to continue their fire;

but these being finally carried, our ships preparing to anchor, and the Sirius

having already taken a close raking position a-head of La Caroline, they

fºund it necessary to surrender,having made an honourable resistance, and by
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mine o'clock the whole of the batteries, town, and shipping were in posses

son of his Majesty's troops and squadron.

The squadron having anchored in the roads close off the town ofSt. Paul's,

immediate exertions were made to secure La Caroline and the rest of the

shipping, whose cables being cut had drifted on shore, and they were hove

off without material injury. * - .

The guns and mortars at the different batteries and on the beach being

i. their carriages burnt or destroyed, and magazines blown off under

the directions of Captain Willoughby, the whole of the troops, marines,

and seamen, were embarked soon after dark on board of the different ships:

Thus, Sir, have we completely succeeded in the objects of the expedition,

by the capture of the enemy's shipping, the destruction of all the defences

of the only safe anchorage in the island, and which has always been a place

of shelter for their cruizers and prizes when prevented from entering the

ports of the Isle of France, besides the rescue of property to an immense

amount out of the hands of the enemy. -

It is impossible for me to do justice to, or sufficiently express the high

sense I entertain of the gallantry and skill of Lieutenant-colonel Keating.

which were equally conspicuous in planning and conducting this affair; and

the bravery shewn by the troops in successively carrying the batteries, was

eminently distinguished.

I beg leave to refer you for details, to Lieutenant-colonel Keating's let

ter, and am happy to say be mentions in high terms the conduct of Captain

Willoughby, the officers, seamen, and marines, employed on this occasion.

I need scarcely say that I received every assistance and support from theCap

tains of his Majesty's ships, whom I had the good fortune to haveplacedunder

my command, that might be expected from officers of their known merit and

experience; and I have only toregret that their ability and zeal had not more

room for exertion, as to prevent interference with the movements of the

troops on shore, the services of the ships were necessarily much limited.

The loss of the detachment in killed and wounded, considering the na

ture of the service the troops had to perform, and the advantages of the

position on the part of the enemy, was not so great as might have been

expected; I herewith enclose a list of the killed and wounded of the ships

of the squadron : among the latter I have particularly to regret Lieutenant

Lloyd and Lieutenant Howden of the Royal marines, both of the Raison

able with the party on shore, who have been always zealously forward on

occasions for service; the damages sustained by the ships of the squadron

are inmaterial.

On the morning of the 22d we could have but little communication with

the shore, on account ofthe surf on the beach,but we observed the enemy col

lecting on the heights, and in the afternoon they appeared in force,advaucing

towards the town from St. Denis, upon which it was considered advisable

by Lieutenant-colonel Keating and myself, to destroy the stores containing

the public property. From the state of the surf on the beach, the marines

were selected for this service, with a small party of seamen, and Captain

Willoughby again volunteered his services on the occasion: the Lieutenant

colonel himself accompanied the party, and a large and valuable magazine,

the only one we could ascertain to be public property, was fired, and the

party re-embarked without loss. On the morning of the 23d, the troops,

marines, and seamen, all in boats, were in readiness to land under cover

of the Nereide, when we were informed that the enemy, under the com

waand of General de Bruleys, had retreated to St. Denis in the night. The

Commandant St. Michiel being disposed to negociate, the Lieutenant-colo

nel and myself agreed to sign the terms, of which the enclosed is a copy, since

which time the troops and seamen bave been actively employed in shipping
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the property found in the public stores, consisting of provisions and some

ordnance stores, and a part of the cargoes of the captured indiamen, which

had not been fired at the same time as the others, on the supposition of

its being private property; the cargoes of the indiamen alone being valued

by then at three millions of dollars.

As the Captains of the captured indiamen were found in the place, I

have replaced them in their former situations, with such of their people as

we can collect, and are fitting their ships for sea. A strong party has also

been employed completing the destruction of the batteries, by bursting the

gºs and mortars, or heaving them off into deep water, carrying off the

shot and shells, &c. I have given the charge of the Caroline to Lieutenant

Biºett, first of this ship, to whose steadiness and good conduct I feel much

injected, both on this and many other occasions. The Sapphire sailed on

the 24th, and the Boadicea on the 25th, to resume the blockade of the Isle

of France. I had to regret the loss of the services of the former, which

from baffling winds did not join us till the 23d.

I forward these despatches by the Nereide, and beg to refer you for

further particulars to Captain Corbet, who can give you every information,

relative to these islands, and to whom I feel highly indebted for the assis

tance I have received from him on every occasion.

The Wasp schooner will be despatched this evening for Bombay. I beg

to add that the commander, Lieutenant Watkins, has sliewn much zeal

and attention in the performance of every duty he has been employed

upon.

I have, &c.

To Vice-admiral Bertie, &c. J. ROWLEY.

A Return of officers, seamen, and marines killed, wounded, and missing,

belonging to His Majesty's ships under the command of Josias Rowley, Esq.

Captain of His Majesty's Ship Raisonable, in action with the enemy at

St. Paul's and its Vicinity, Island of Buonaparte, 21st September 1869,

Killed.

Raisonable—1 Able seaman, 1 private marine. -

Boadicea—l private marine.

Sirius—2 private marines.

Nereide-1 able seannan.

Otter—I private marine.

Total—7.

- Wounded.

Raisonable—l lieutenant (4th), 1 able seaman, 1 lieutenant of marines (2d),
3 Private marines. - - -

Boudicea—l lieutenant of marines (1st), 1 corporal, 2 private marines.

Nereide—1 corporal, 4 private marines.

Otter—1 able seaman.

Sirius—a private marines.

Total—18.

--

Missing.

Sirius—l ordinary seaman.

- Names of Officers wounded.

Raisonable-Lieutenant Lloyd (4th); Mathew Howden, Lieutenant of
marines. -

Boadicca- Pye, Lieutenant of marines.

J. ROWLEY.
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sir, St. Paul's, Isle of Bourbon, 29th September, 1809.

My letter of the 16th instant, with its enclosures from Commodore Row.

ley, will have prepared the honourable the Governor in council for a de

tailed account of our operations since that period; and which in justice to

the steadiness, bravery, and good conduct of his Majesty's, and the ho

pourable company's troops, I feel it my duty to enter into minutely; trust

ing that the names of those excellent officers, whom it has been my parti

cular good fortune to have had the honour to command, may be noticed,

in proportion to the great national service which they have performed, and

the honour acquired by his Majesty's and the honourable company's troops,

# º attack upon the town, batteries, posts, and shipping of St.

aul's.

His Majesty's ships La Nereide and Otter, and honourable company’; -

cruizer Wasp, with three hundred and sixty eight officers and men, who

were embarked on the 16th instant at Fort Duncan, island of Roderiques,

arrived off Port Louis, Isle of France, on the evening of the 18th, and join

ed his majesty's ship Raisonable, Commodore Rowley, and Sirius: early

the next morning, the 19th, the seamen and troops destined for the attack,

amounting to six hundred and four, were, according to an arrangement

made by Captain Corbett, and approved by the Commodore, put on board

the Nereide, and towards evening, the squadron stood for the Isle of Bour

bon; on the morning of the 20th being off the east end of the island.

At five A.M. on the 23d instant, the troops were disembarked to the

southward of point de Galotte, seven miles from St. Paul's, and immedi

ately commenced a forced march, with a view of crossing the causeways

that extend over the Lake, before the enemy could discover our debarka

tion or approach to the town, which we were fortunate enough to effect; nor

had they time to form in any force until we had passed the strongest position.

By seven o'clock we were in possession of the first and second batteries,

Lambousiere and La Centiere; when Captain Willoughby of the royal

navy, who commanded a detachment of about a hundred seamen on shore,

and to whose zeal, activity and exertions I feel much indebted, immediatel

turned the guns upou the enemy's shipping, from whose fire,which was.

ly grape and well directed, within pistol shot of the shore, we suffered much

being necessarily exposed to it during our movements upon the beach, and

through the town. From the battery La Centiere, Captain Imlack was

detached with the second column, composed of a hundred and forty-two

of the second battalion of the 2d regiment of Bombay native infantry and

twelve Europeans, to take possession of the 3d, or battery of La Neuf,

deserted by the enemy. On his way thither, he fell in with and was opposed

by the entire force of the French, who had concentrated, and taken up a

very strong position behind a stone-wall, with eight brass field-pieces. Six

pounders, upon their flanks. This post was instantly charged in the most

gallant manner by that officer and his men.

The enemy, however, maintained their position, and Captain Han

nor, of the 56th regiment, was; ordered to proceed with the third co

lumn to his support, who charged, and took two of the enemy's guns.

The action now became warm, but never doubtful. The enemy being

reinforced from the hills, and having also received one hundred and ten

troops of the line from the French Frigate La Caroline, and the squadron

not being able to stand in to support us, our movements being endangered

by their fire, except at intervals, which they always took advantage of,

Captain Willoughºy was directed to spike the guns of Lambousiere and

I.a Centiere, and with the seamen to man the third battery La Neuf, con

tinuing to fire upon their shipping. By this arrangement Captain Forbes,

who with the reserve had covered those batteries, was enabled to advance
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against the enemy, who, after an honourable resistance, were compelled

to give way; their remaining guns being carried º that excellent officer, a

sufficient number of men were ordered to act as light troops, and to pur

sue the enemy, whilst the 3d column, with part of the reserve, advanced

against the 4th and 5th batteries, la Piere and la Caserne, which fell into

our hands without opposition,and whose entire fire was inmediately directed

against the enemy's shipping. By half-past eight o'clock, the town, batte

ries, magazines, eight brass field-pieces, one hundred and seventeen new and

heavy iron guns, of different calibres, and all the public stores, were in

our possession, with several prisoners. The instant the squadron perceived

that the object in landing had succeeded, and that they could, with safety

to the troops, stand in effectually, they immediately anchored close to the

enemy's shipping, which after a short firing surrendered. The entire of the

batteries being destroyed, and the town completely commanded by our

squadron, the troops were re-embarked by eight o'clock the same even
1Ilº.

#erewith I have the honour to annex a return of the shipping, guns, and

stores taken and destroyed upon this occasion. I have also the honour to

enclose a return of the killed, wounded, and missing, and though our loss

has been severe, it is not equal to what Inight have been expected from the

nature of the attack, the position and strength of the enemy, and the num

ber of guns, to which our little force was exposed at different times during

the morning. -

To the judicious arrangements of Commodore Rowley, the cordial co

operation and support of the rest of the officers of his Majesty's navy, and

personal exertions and assistance of Captain Corbett in landing the entire

force from his Majesty's ship la Nereide, I impute the happy termination

and ultimate success of this enterprise.

On the 23d, late in the evening, the enemy appeared in some force upon

the hills, and a heavy column was observed advancing from St. Denis,

which I since understand to have been under the imamediate command of

General Des Brusleys; the Commodore and myself now agreed upon the

propriety of landing a sufficient force to destroy all public property; and

accordingly the marines, with a few sailors under Captain Willoughby, were

ordered upon this service, when I had an opportunity of again witnessing

the steadiness and good conduct of the scamen and royal marines, who ef

fectually burnt an extensive government store of considerable value; the

remaining stores were only saved from some doubt existing respecting their

being public property. º

On the morning of the 23d, the entire force was put in boats to re-land

and attack the enemy, whose retreat however to St. Denis during the night

revented the necessity of any further debarkation. The Commandant,

St. Michiel, being disposed to enter into negociations, with the concurrence

of Commodore Rowley, the preliminary articles were drawn up, a copy of

which is enclosed, and the Commandant accompanying me on board his

Majesty's ship Raisonable, they were signed, subject to the confirmation

or rejection of the Commander-in chief General de Brusleys. On the 24th

all the remaining public stores were delivered over by the head of the Po

lice, and fatigue parties from the squadron and troops were ordered to em

bark them on board the honourable company's recaptured ship Streatham,

which together with the Europe were placed under the orders of their for

iner commanders. From the 25th to the 28th, the whole of the guns, &c.

were finally destroyed, our guards continuing to mount regularly in the

town for the protection of i. inhabitants and their property. The frigate

la Caroline, with the other shipping, are making all possiele preparation

for sea, and it is hoped that all the necessary arrangements will be made

er the troops returning to Roderiques by the the 3d of next month.
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I cannot conclude this despatch without mentioning the obligations I

am under to Lieutenant Reman, of the Bombay engineers, through

whose exertions 1 was enabled to give a plan of attack to the officers in

command of columns, and who, upon the entire of this service, has been

zealous and indefatigable. I beg also to notice the exertions of Ensign

Pearce, of the 56th regiment, who, being attached to my personal stall,

has rendered me the most essential services.

I have the honour to be, &c.

HENRY S. KEATING, Lieut.-col. 56th Reg.

To Fras. Warden, Esq. Chief Secretary to

Government, Bombay.

ARTICLES of AGREEMENT entered into between Commodore Josías

Rowley, cominanding His Britannic Majesty's Ships in the Roads of

St. Paul's, and Lieutenant-colonel Keating, commanding His .Majesty's

and the IJonourable Company's Troops, on the one Purt, and Captain

St. Jºſichiei, Commandant Militaire of St. Paul's, on the other.

It is agreed that, in consequence of the town of St. Paul's being in pos

session of the English, and the situation of the inhabitants, a mutual

suspension of arms shall immediately take place, under the following

conditions —

Article I. That the field-pieces taken by the English troops, and

subsequently stolen by the negroes, shall be restored to the English.

Answer. Two field-pieces only were taken by the negroes, and

brought to my camp. I will refer this article to the General command

ing the island. -

Art. 11. That public property of every description, such as guns,

stores, merchandise, and money, in the town of St. Paul’s, shall remain

in possession of the English.

Answer. Accepted.

Art. I 11. That the limits of the town are considered to be the Canal

running near the Promenade, and from theirce to the Cavera.

Answer. Accepted.

Art. i V. That such public property as is not in possession of the Eng

Hsh, shall be pointed out to them iry the commizudant upon his word of

honour.

Answer. If any such comes to my knowledge, within the limits

marked, I will point it out.

Art. W. That no troops of the island shall inarch into the town of St.

Patii’s, or in any manner molest the English, without twenty-one days

previous notice, given in writing to the oſlicer comutatºling his Maj.sty's

and the Honourable Company’s troops ; and the English on their part

agree, not to erect any batteries, or make any other military arraðge

ments on shore, without the same notice to the commandant of the

town.

Answer. Accepted, for those troops under iny command ; the rest I

wiłł refer to the General. -

Art. vi. That there shall be no impediment to the inhabitants selling

to the English supplies of fresh meat and vegetables, the English paying

the usual price for the same ; and that the sick are to be accommodated

on shore if required. -

Answer. Accepted. -

Art. vii. Thai nothing here abovementicued shall be considered as

º enting the English from attacking any other part of the island either

w sea or land.

zeau. Jyton. Ciol. XXIII. 2 L.
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Answer. Accepted, under the condition that no disembarkation or

movement of troops shall take place at St. Paul's within the limits

abovementioned. -

Art. VIII. That all English prisoners at St. Paul's shall be given up.

Answer. I will refer this to the General.

Art. IX. That no impediment shall be made to the negroes who have

been accustomed to work on the beach, assisting the English, upon

receiving their regular pay. -

Answer. Accepted.

Art. X. That three days shall be given for the ratification of General

Desbruleys to these articles ; and in the event of these not being ratified

on his part, either party shall be at liberty to commence hostilities, upon

giving twenty-four hours previous notice.

Answer. Accepted.

The following Articles added on the Part of Captain St. Michiel.

Art. I. The French troops under my command are to be considered

as at liberty to quit their present cantonment, and to march to the

assistance of any other part of the island that may be threatened with an

attack, without giving notice to the British commandant. The com

mandant of the militia will remain at St. Paul's, to see the foregoing

articles carried into effect.

Answer. Accepted.

Art. II. The civil authorities of St. Paul's shall resume their functions,

the inhabitants shall be governed by French laws, and remain in the un

disturbed exercise of their religion.

Answer. Accepted.

Done at St. Paul's, in the Island of Buonaparte, this

23d of September, 1809.

(Signed) JOS. ROWLEY, commanding his Britannic

Majesty's squadron.

HENRY KEATING, Lieut. Col. command

ing a detachment of his Britannic Ma

jesty's and the Honourable Company's

troops.

ST. MICHIEL, Commandant Militia.

TRANSLATION.

To Commodore Rowley, commanding His Britannic Majesty's Naval

Forces, and Colonel Keating, commanding His said Majesty's Land

Forces. -

GENTLEMI EN, -

The sudden death of General Deshruleys has not allowed his successor,

who was then absent from the head-quarters, to examine the articles of

the suspension of hostilities agreed upon between you and me, which

has caused a delay in my return. As the term has expired, I am directed,

gentlemen, to propose to you a prolongation of the same for the space

of five days.

I have the honour to be, &c.

St. Paul’s, 26th Sept. 1809. ST, MICHIEL.



NAVAL history of The present year, 1810. 259

To Captain St. Michiel, Commandant Militaire, St. Paul's.

st R,

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

26th instant, explaining the unavoidable delay which occurred in your

return to St. Paul's, and purposing to prolong the suspension of arms

entered into between us, on the 23d instant, for five days longer; a pro

position which meets with our concurrence.

We have the honour to be, &c.

JOSIAS ROWLEY, Commander.

HENRY KEATING, Lieut. Col.

St. Paul's, 27th Sept. 1809.

.f List of Ships and Vessels captured and destroyed in the Road of

St. Paul's, Isle of Bourbon. 21st September, 1809.

La Caroline frigate, of 46 guns (28 long eighteen-pounders, 10 long

eight-pounders, 8 thirty-six pounder carronades) and 360 men; com

manded by Monsieur Ferretier, lieutenant de vaisseau.

Grappler brig, pierced for 16 guns, eleven on board ; 6 eighteen

pounder carronades mounted, 3 long six-pounder carronades in the hold.

Merchantmen captured and destroyed.

Streatham, ship, of 30 guns and 819 tons; partly laden with saltpetre,

the rest of the cargo landed.

Europe, ofº: and 820 tons ; ditto.

Fanny, brig, of 2 guns and 150 tons; laden with a little rice and corn,

Trois Amis, of 60 tons; laden with slaves and rice.

Le Creole, schooner, of 50 tons ; in ballast.

Three vessels, names unknown, destroyed,

One ship, name unknown, burnt on the stocks.

J. ROWLEY.

Return of the Guns, Ammunition, &c. found at Post St. Paul's, Island of

Bourbon, when taken Possession of by a Detachment of Troops under

the Command of Lieutenant-colonel Keating, on the 22d September,

1 SO9.

In the Battery Lambousiere—7 iron guns, twenty-four-pounders ;

3 iron guns, twelve-pounders; 500 balls of sizes.

In the Battery La Centiere—5 iron guns, twenty-four- ounders s

1 thirteen and half inch mortar, l eight inch mortar, iO0 balls of sizes,

100 thirteen and half inch shells, 20 eight inch shells, 15 rounds of grape
shot. -

In the Battery La Neuf-5 iron guns, twenty-four-pounders, $20 balls

of sizes, 30 eight inch shells. -

In the Battery La Pierre—5 iron guns, twenty-four-pounders; iron
gun, six-pounder ; 1 thirteen and half inch mortar, 1 five and half inch

mortar, 3,600 balls of sizes, 40 thirteen and half inch shells, 35 eight

inch shells, 24 five and half inch shells, 150 bar-shot, 20 rounds of grape

shot.

In the Battery La Caserne–6 iron guns, eighteen-pounders; 1 eight

inch mortar, 500 balls of sizes, 50 eight inch shells, 13 rounds of grape

shot.
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On the Beach between the Batteries La Neuf and La Pierre–15 iron

guns, twenty-four-pounders; 10 iron guns, eighteen-pounders; 16 iron

guns, twelve-pounders; 12 iron guns, nine-pounders ; 9 iron guns, four

pounders; 4 carronades, twelve-pounders ; 8 brass field-pieces, six

pounders ; 150 balls of sizes, 15 thirteen and half inch shells, 110 bar

shot, 30 rounds of grape shot.

In the Grand Magazine—320 one to four inch shells, 17 boxes of

ammunition, 8 barrels of ammunition, 2 b .rrels of fuzees, 12 barrels of

gunpowder, 200 cannisters of grape shot, 50 rounds of grape shot, 320

pikes, 40 rammers, 40 spunges, 1 stand of arms.

Total–37 iron guns, i wenty-four pounders; 16 iron guns, eighteen

pounders; 19 iron guns, twelve-pounders; 12 iron guns, nine-pounders;

1 iron gun, six-pounder ; 9 iron guns, four-pounders ; 4 carronades,

twelve-pounders; 9 brass field-pieces, six-pounders; 2 thirteen and half

inch mortars, 2 eight inch mortars, 1 five and half inch mortar, 5, 170

balls of sizes, 155 thirteen and half inch shells, 135 eight inch shells, 24

five and half inch shells, 320 one to four inch shells, 260 bar-shot, 17

boxes of ammunition, 8 barrels of ammunition, 2 barrels of ſuzees, 12

barrels of gunpowder, 200 cannisters of grape shot, 127 rounds of grape

shot, 320 pikes, 40 rammers, 40 spunges, 1 stand of arms.

HENRY S. KEATING, Lieut. Col. 56th Reg.

N.B. Since the making out of this return, a battery of five eighteen

pounders has been found and destroyed. -

Return of Guns, &c. destroyed at St. Gilles, Island of Bourbon, on the

3d of October, 1809.

A cighteen-pounders.

9 twelve-pounders.

A guard-house, and a new building.

N.B. Six twelve-pounders were mounted complete in two batteries,

and there were new carriages ready for the remaining guns, all of which

were destroyed,

HENRY S. KEATING, Lieut.-col. commanding.

Return of Killed, Wounded, and JMissing of the Force under the Com

mand of Lieutenant-colonel Keating, 22d September, 1809, Island of

Bourbon. -

Royal Marines–7 rank and file, killed; 2 lieutenants, 17 rank and file,

wounded.

1st Batt. 56th Reg.—l sergeant, 5 rank and file, killed; I sergeant,

26 rank and file, wounded ; I drummor, 2 rank and file, missing.

2d Batt. 2d Reg. Bombay Native Infantry.—2 rank and ſile, killed;

1 lieutenant, 1 soubaillam, 2 havaldams, I drummer, 7 rank and file,

wounded.

Total— 15 killed, 58 wounded, 3 missing.

Names of Officers wounded.

Troyal Marines—Lieutenant J. R. Pye, Second Lieutenant Mathew

Howden. -

2d Batt. 2d Native Infantry.—Lieutenant Grant : Subidam Shaik

Solomon.

H. O'NEILL, Major of Brigade,

HENRY S. KEATING, .
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-

rºº. 27.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Saver, ºf his Majesty's Sloop the Raleigh,

addressed to Vice-admiral Campbell, and transmitted by the latter to John

Wilson Croker, Esq.

sIR, His Majesty's Sloop Raleigh, Feb. 24, 1810.

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, that this afternoon, at five o'clock,

Beachy Head bearing F.N.E. five or six leagues, his Majesty's sloop under

my command captured, after a short chase, le Modeste French lugger

privateer, pierced for 18 guns, but had only four mounted, having a com

plement of 43 men, and commanded by Monsieur Prosper Paul Feray,

out 16 hours from Fecamp, and had not taken any thing. Two othe

luggers were in company with her, which made off with all sail set, an

having charge of a convoy prevented my giving chase to them.

- I have the honour to be, &c.

GEO, SAYER,

£abal Courts 1Dartial.

-

(ON Monday and Tuesday, the 5th and 6th of February, a court-martial

was held on the Hon. Captain Warwick Lake, of his Majesty's ship

Ulysses, for having, when commander of his Majesty's ship Recruit, on the

13th of December, 1807, at six o'clock in the afternoon, caused a seaman,

of the name of Robert Jeffery, to be put on shore on the desert island of

Sombrero, in the West Indies. It appeared, that in the month of Novem

ber, 1807, Jeffery went into the gunner's cabin, and took out a bottle with

some rum in it: that on the day he was sent on shore he broached a cask

of spruce beer, which had been brewed for the ship's company: and that

his general character was that of a skulker. The Recruit being off the

island of Sombrero, Captain Lake asked the master what island it was, and

if there were not some thieves on board; to which the master answered,

“yes, there were two.” Captain Lake then desired him to send Jeffery

up to him; the man soon cahie up, and Captain Lake said he would not keep

such a man in the ship. He then ordered Lieutenant Mould to land the

man, and immediately return to the ship. So soon as Admiral Cochrane

heard of the circumstance, he reprimanded Captain Lake, and sent him to

take the man off the island. Some of the officers of the Recruit landed,

and explored the island, but they found nothing on it: it was a barren

spot, covered in the middle with a kind of rough grass weed. There was

no house or inhabitant on it. It appeared, however, by American news-"

papers, afterwards received, that the man had been taken off the island by

an American ship, and landed in America. -

Captain Lake, in his defence, admitted that he put the man on shore, but

denied that he ever intended to put his life in jeopardy, as he thought the

island was inhabited: that in landing him, he thought he would be more

sensible of his want of conduct, and would reform in future.

The Court agreed that the charge had been proved, and did sentence

Captain Lake to be—1)ismissed fram his Majes y's service.

Captain Bedford, President. Miembers of the Court—Captains Pater,

Panpin, John Erskine Douglas, ltogers, Barrett, Irwin, Sir Arch. Dickson,

Curubg. land, Raggett, and Ilaiſ. -
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On Monday, March 19, a court-martial was held on board the Utile, at

Yarmouth, on a seaman belonging to the Desirée, for striking one of his

officers, and using mutinous language. The unfortunate man, who was

tried at his own request, received sentence of death.

On Tuesday, March 20th, a court-martial was held on board the Salvador,

in Hamoaze, for the trial of F. Sangater, gunner of the Quebec, for disobe

dience of orders; which charges being fully proved, he was dismissed

his ship. -

On Friday, March 23, a court-martial was held on board the Salvador

del Mundo, on Captain Burton, for the loss of the Wildboar sloop, wrecked

on the Runnel-stones; when the Court were of opinion that no blame was

attachable to Captain Burton, his officers, or ship's company, except the

master, who was sentenced to be dismissed the service, aud placed at the

disposal of the commander-in-chief.

Lately, Mr. Peter Grant, assistant-surgeon of the Ganges, was dismissed

the service, by the sentence of a court-martial, for unofficer-like conduct.

***

Høromotions and 3ppointments,

whiteli.ALL, MARCH 17.

The King has been graciously pleased, by warrant under his royal signet

and sign manual, to give and grant unto James Lucas Yeo, Esq. a post cap

tain in the royal navy, his Majesty's royal license and permission that he

may, in compliance with the desire of his Royal Highness the Prince Re

gent of Portugal, accept the rank and wear the insignia of a Knight Con

mander of the Royal Portuguese Military Order of St. Bento d'Avis, which

that Prince has been pleased to confer upon the said Captain Yeo, (dis

pensing with his taking the customary oaths of the said order, in consider

ation of his being of a different communion,) as a testimony of the sense

which is Royal Highness entertains of the distinguished skill, valour, aud

intrepidity displayed by the said Captain Yeo (with his Majesty's ship the

Confiance under his command) at the reduction of the island of Cayenne,

in the months of December 1808 and January 1809. And also to order,

that this his Majesty's concession and declaration, together with the relative

documents, be registered in his college of arms.

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Admiral Sir Charles Cotton is appointed to supersede Lord Collingwood,

as commander-in-chief of his Majesty's ships and vessels in the Me

diterranean. º -

Rear-admiral Eliab Harvey, who was tried by a court-martial, for dis

respect to Admiral Lord Gambier, and dismissed the service, was on Wed

nesday, March the z ist, restored to his former rank of a rear-admiral of the

white squadron of his Majc:ty's flect.
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Captain D. Campbell to the Audacious; Temple Hardy to the Resolu

tion; — Morris to the Amsterdam; Burton to the Primrose; W.

Webb to the Mercury; Stephen Poyntz to the Edgar; Richard Byron to

the Belvidera.

Captain Thicknesse, of the Sheldrake, has been promoted to the rank of

post captain.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

Lieutenant Charles Thurloe Smith, nephew of the gallant Sir W. Sidney

Smith, is promoted to the rank of master and commander. -

Francis D. Romney to the Dictator; S. Arabin to the Theseus; Rheuben

Paine to ditto; H. D. Parker to the Scipion; George E. Marshall to the

Vesuvius; Neilson Williamson to the Bonne Citoyenne; John Smith (5) to

the Courageux; John Couch to the Saturn; John Rootes to the Mon

mouth; William Hall to the Temeraire; Andrew Mott to the Rover;

Charles Turner (2) to the Mars; David Thomas to the Apelles; Henry

Lewis to the Resolution; Thomas Smith (3) to the Eagle; George Brooks

to the Resolution; Edward H. Scott to the Saturn; Robert W. Riches to

the Solebay; S. H. W. House to the Formidable; Allen George Field to

l'Aimable ; Thomas Eborall to the Ganymede; William Ring to the Ca

lypso; Joseph Bazalgette to the Leonidas; John Caldwell to the Hound;

William Figg to the Skylark; Richard Racole to the Rolla; Henry Pigott to

the Avenger; W. B. Watts to the Canada; G. S. Philpot to the Defence;

John Medlicott to the Impetueux; William Richardson (2) to ditto.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

John Meredith to the Poictiers; Charles Chambers to the Princess

Carolina; R. Burnside to the Rodney; Thomas Johnstone to the Reso

lution; William Clayton to the Lyra sloop; R. W. West to the Hero; S.

J. Dodd promoted and appointed to the Cheerful cutter; Allan Courfoot

to the Formidable; William Cree to the Vanguard; Richard Jeffreys to

the Lion; John Warkman promoted and appointed to the Primrose; Simon

Davidson to the Espiegle; John M'Hugh to the Rolla; John R. Roberts

to the Chanticleer; Cuthbert Eden to the Canada; Robert Prideaux to

the Pyramus; Thomas Dias to the Bourbonaise; Hugh M'Peake to the

Woodlark; Joseph M'Carogher to the Favourite; Thomas Reynolds to

the Tribune. -

Assistant-surgeons appointed, &c..

william Sutton to the Orion; G. S. Rutherford to the Lion; Walter

Oudney to be an hospital mate at Haslar; Robert Coleman, ditto, at ditto;

John Smith to the Hero; W. B. Knight, hospital-mate at Deal hospital ;

Samuel Cumings to l'Aimable; John Paterson to the Renown; P. Blakie

to the Saturn; M. Burnside to the Rodney; William Shºrt to l'Aigle;

william Simpkins to the Dreadnought; Alexander Gemmell tº the wool

wich S.S.; Robert Bell to the Manly G.B.; Thomas Loden tº the Trasher

G.B.; F. J. Brandon to the Grampus; James Johnstone to the Snipe, G.B.;

John Morris to the Aboukir; William Cuddie to the Prevoyante; Thomas

Hayes to the Grampus; Robert Finlayson to the Plantagenet; Jaunes Ste

venson to the Princess Carolina; David Burnside to be on hospital mate at

Yarmouth hospital; J. P. Christie to the Namur: W. H. Trotman to the

victory; P. M. Buchan to the Gorgon; William Inches to the Venerable;

Giles Ingram to the Vanguard; Samuel IIorton to the Diligent S.$.
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BIRTHS.

The lady of Captain Sir Edward Hamilton, R.N., of a son, at his house

in Nottingham-place.

The lady of John Barrow, Esq. of the Admiralty, of a son.

At Blackheath, the lady of Admiral Lord Gardner, of a son.

At Portsmouth, the lady of Captain M. Buckle. of a daughter.

At Woodend, near Chichester, the lady of Captain Sir J. Gore, of a

daughter. h

At Cowhill, near Dumfries, the lady of Captain C. Johnstone, of a

daughter. - -

, --

MARRIAGES.

On Tuesday, the 27th ult. at Banstead, in Surrey, Captain Platt, of the

Royal South Lincoln Regiment of Militia, to Charlotte, widow of the late

Captain Bouchier, Lieutenant-governor of the royal hospital at Green

wich. -

In Novemberlast, by the Rev. Mr. Hanser, at Halifax; John Gullett, Esq.

purser of his Majesty's ship the Swiftsure, bearing the flag of Vice-admiral

the Right Hon. Sir John Warren, Bart. to Miss R. Hart, youngest daughter

ofSamuel Hart, Esq. late member of the House of Assembly of the province

of Nova Scotia. - -

ORITUARY.

On the 16th of March, aged 75, after a lingering illness, Mrs. Savage,

wife of Vice-admiral Savage, and only surviving sister of the late Mrs.

Trapaud, widow of the late General Trapaud, and of Richard Plaistow,

Esq. of Potter's Bar. º

At Ardglas, in Ireland, the Right Hon. Lord Lecale, Vice-admiral of the

red squadron of his Majesty's fleet.

At the attack of Guadaloupe, whilst serving with the army as a volunteer,

Lieutenant Elliott, of his Majesty's ship the Sceptre.

Lately, in the West Indies, Captain Patrick Tonyn, of the Orpheus.

At Guadaloupe, where he was a prisoner on parole, a few hours after

the island was reduced, Captain John Shortland, who so gallantly defended

the Junon until she sunk, amidst the joint attack of four of the cinemy's

frigates. -

At Chichester, Captain Cracraft, R.N. confmander of the sea fencibles

on the coast of Sussex.

•,• We are exceedingly sorry that the feelings of the late Mrs. Rose's

friends should have been hurt, by a statement at the 176th page of this

volume, contradicting the account of her death, which had becn previously

inserted. We gave the contradiction with much pleasure, because we

believed we were correcting an unfortunate mis-statement; but we now

find, that, owing to a similarity of names, the Gentleman on whose infor

mation we relied was mistaken. Mrs. Rose, it appears, is really dead; and

was buried on the 9th day of January.
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MEMOIR OF THIE PUBLIC SERVICES

or THE LATE

MARRIOT ARBUTHNOT, Esq.

ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE SQUADRON.

- the firm veteran, who has dauntless stood

PY e.

sº

" In many a scene of carnage and of blood.”

DMIRAL ARBUTHNOT, who was particularly dis.

tinguished by his services in the American war, has generally

been considered as the nephew of the celebrated Dr. Arbuthnot, the

friend of Swift, Garth, and Pope. From the best information,

however, which we have been able to collect, in the College of

Arms, the relationship cannot be traced ; but such family notices

as may be relied on respecting the admiral, will be found amongst

the “ IIeraldi Particulars,” # the close of this memoir.

Admiral Arbuthnot, whose father was a resident of Weymouth, in

Dorsetshire, was born about the year 1711. He entered the naval

service at an early period of life ; but it was not till towards the

close of the Scotch rebellion, in 1746, that he attained the rank of

commander. . He was then appointed to the Janaica sloop, a

cruizer on the home station; and, at the latter end of the year, he

took the Faret, and the Fly, two small privateers belonging to

Boulogne.

On the 22d of June, 1747, Mr. Arbuthnot was made post-cap

tain in the Surprise frigate, of 24 guns ; and, in the course of the

year, he participated in the capture of the Superbe, a French

armed ship, of 36 guns, and 136 men, which surrendered to the

Surprise and the Jamaica.

Captain Arbuthnot was next removed into the Triton, a frigate

of the same force as the Surprise; in which, in January, 1748, he

Captured the Tyger, a stout French privateer, of 16 guns, and

146 men, belonging to Bayonne. This was a very satisfactory

instance of success, the Tyger having committed considerable

depredations on the English trade. She had made three prizes in

the early part of the cruise on which she was taken,

sºap, Tºron, Col. XXIII. 2M
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In 1757, Captain Arbuthnot commanded the Garland, a vessel

of 20 guns, employed to cruise in the Channel; and, in 1759, he

was appointed to the Portland, of 50 guns. In the spring of the

latter year, the French had assembled a very powerful armament

at Brest, for the alleged purpose of attempting the invasion of

Great Britain, or of Ireland. To counteract this intention, Sir

Edward Hawke sailed from Spithead, in May, with a strong fleet

to cruise off Brest, and in the Soundings. When he reached his

station, he detached three small squadrons to scour the enemy's

coast: one of these, to which the Portland, Captain Arbuthnot,

was subsequently attached, was employed under the command of

Captain Duff, in blocking up a fleet of transports in the Morbi

han; another, under the Hon. Captain Keppel, in Basque Roads,

and off the Isle of Aix ; and the third, under the Hon. Captain

Herbert, to watch the motions of the enemy in Brest. While

blocking up the transports in the Morbihan, Captain Duff's

squadron took one or two insignificant vessels ; but in the latter

service on which it was employed, towards the close of the year,

it was more fortunate. In the month of November, having in

creased his force, Captain Duff took his station in Quiberon Bay,

with the following squadron :-

Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders.

Rochester .. 50 300 Commodore R. Duff.

Belliqueux -- 64 500 Captain P. Saumarez.

Portland ... 50 300 Mar. Arbuthnot.

Falkland - - - 50 300 -— F. S. Drake.

Chatham --- 50 300 — John Lockhart.

Venus - - - - - 36 250 — T. Harrison.

Minerva - .. 32 220 -— A. Hood.

Sapphire. --- 32 220 — J. Strachan,

Vengeance -- 28 200 —— G. Nightingale.

Coventry ... 28 200 – Fra. Burslem.

Maidstone .. 28 200 Dudley Digges.

With this squadron, Captain Duff effectually blockaded a

numerous fleet of transports, which were intended for the recep

tion of the troops, to be convoyed by the fleet of the Marquis de

Conflans, to effect the threatened invasion. The vigilance of this

squadron very much impeded the equipment of the expedition, and

ultimately rendered it abortive.-Sir Edward Hawke's force having
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been driven from off Brest, by adverse winds, the Marquis de

Conflans naturally took advantage of the circumstance, to put to

sea. Having left the harbour, his first object appeared to be the

destruction of Captain Duff's squadron ; and he was actually in

full chase of it, when Sir Edward Hawke, who had been apprized

of his movements, came up with him. Thus, to the Marquis's

too eager pursuit of what he deemed a certain prize, may, in some

measure, be ascribed the glorious victory which ensued; as he had

thrown himself so near the British fleet, as to render his escape

back into Brest totally impracticable.* -

Captain Arbuthnot continued some time longer attached to the

Channel fleet; and, in August, 1760, he sailed with Sir Edward

Hawke, to relieve Admiral Boscawen, in Quiberon Bay; where,

we believe, he remained till March, 1761.

He was soon afterwards removed into the Orford, of 70 guns,

in which he proceeded to the Jamaica station, to reinforce the

squadron of Rear-admiral Holmes; + and in the following year

(1762) he was employed at the memorable reduction of the

Havannah, under Admiral Pocock, and Commodore Keppel.:

This was the last active service in which he was engaged, during

the war; and, from the peace of 1763, to the year 1770, he is not

understood to have enjoyed any command.

In 1770, Captain Arbuthnot was appointed to the Terrible, of

74 guns, one of the guard-ships at Portsmouth, in which he re

mained during the usual period of three years.

In the year 1775, in consequence of the rebellion which had

broken out in North America, Captain Arbuthnot was appointed

a commissioner of the navy, resident at Halifax, in Nova Scotia;

the only port in America where ships of war could then be refitted,

and where the best provisions which existing circumstances would

allow, were made for the requisite service. He continued to fill

* Sir Edward Hawke's official letter, with other details relating to the

action, will be found in our memoir of that officer, in the VIIth Volume of

the NAvAL Chronicle.

t On the 24th of December, 1761, several months after the arrival of

Captain Arbuthnot, Rear-admiral Holmes died, and the command of the

squadron devolved upon Captain Arthur Forrest, of the Centaur.

# Wide Naval Curonicle, Vol. VIII. page 455; and Vol. VII.

Page 287,
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this arduous and important office till the year 1778; in the autumn

of which he returned to England, having been previously promoted

to a flag, as rear-admiral of the white squadron, on the 23d of

January. He reached Portsmouth about the middle of Septem

ber ; and, in the beginning of 1779, sat, as one of the members

of the court martial, on the trial of Admiral Keppel, which termi

nated so much to the honour of that officer.”

On the 19th of March, 1779, he was promoted to the rank of

vice-admiral of the blue squadron; and, about the same time, he

was appointed to the chief command on the North American sta

tion. He accordingly hoisted his ſlag on board the Europe, and

sailed from Spithead, with the following force, on the 1st of

May :- -

Ships. Guns. Commanders. *

-- Marriot Arbuthnot, Esq. Vice-admiral of the Blue,
Europe ---- 64(8. Arjºir." sq. Vice-admira -

Robust ---- 74 — Phillips Cosby.

Russel ----- 74 F. S. Drake.

Defiance - - - 64 Max. Jacobs.

With this squadron, Admiral Arbuthnot took under his convoy

the trade bound to North America and Newfoundland, consisting,

altogether, of nearly three hundred sail. On his passage down

Channel, he fell in with a vessel which had been sent express from

Jersey to England, with an account of the imminent danger

that island was then in, by an attack from the French ; and,

£onceiving it to be his duty to prevent the loss of so valuable a

place, he made direct for Jersey, leaving the convoy in Torbay,

to await his return. The report, which induced the admiral to

take this step was, that a French armament, consisting of five

ships of war, besides bomb-ketches and other small vessels, had

arrived off the island, and landed a considerable number of troops,

Before he could reach Jersey, however, he found that the enemy

had been repulsed ; consequently, he rejoined his convoy, pursued

his original instructions, and proceeded for America. The time

which he thus lost, and a continuance of westerly winds, prevented

him from clearing the Channel before the end of June ; but he at

length reached New York without any farther impediment.

* Fide Naval Chºosicle, Vol. VII. pages 304 and 889,
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Just before his arrival, Sir George Collier, whom Admiral

Arbuthnot had been appointed to succeed, had returned to New

York, with the following ships, after taking and destroying Com

modore Saltenstall's squadron, of nineteen armed vessels and

twenty-four transports, in Penobscot Bay.*

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

Raisonable - - - 64{sº Collier, Commodore.

Greyhound ... 32 —— Arch, Dickson.

Blonde ----...- 32 And. Barclay.

Virginia ----- 32 John Orde.

Galatea - - - - - 20 —— Robert Biggs.

Camilla- - - - - - 20 —— Hen. Collins.

Otter ...... 14 —— Richard Creyke.

* Albany .... 14

+ North- - - - - - 14

t Nautilus.... 18

Admiral Arbuthnot immediately assumed the command ; but,

in consequence of the arrival of the Count d’Estaing from the West

Indies, with upwards of twenty sail of the line, besides a number

of smaller vessels and transports, he found himself under the

necessity of remaining for some time at New York. Failing,

however, in his attempt upon Savannah, the capital of Georgia,

d'Estaing sent a part of his fleet back to the West Indies, and

returned to Europe with the remainder, in the month of Novem

ber. Finding the coast clear, Admiral Arbuthnot now prepared

to co-operate with General Sir Henry Clinton, in the long medi

tated reduction of Charlestown, in South Carolina; and, having

shifted his flag from the Europe into the Roebuck, he sailed from

New York on the 11th of J'ebruary, 1780, with the following

squadron :-

Ships. Guns, Commanders.

- Marriot Arbuthnot, Esq.Vice-adm. of the blue.
Roebuck .. 44 } Captain Sir A. S. Hamond.

Europe - - - 64 —- Ardesoife.

Russel - - - - 74 Fra. Sam. Drake.

* Sir George Collier's official account of this enterprise, with a list of the

rebel fleet, and other particulars, will be found in our memoir of Admiral

Sir John Orde, Bart. Naval Chronicle, Vol. XI. page 182, et seq.

* Were at Penobscot before the arrival of Sir George Collier,

-
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Ships. Guns. Commanders. - *

Robuste .. 74 Captain Phillips Cosby.

Tefiance .. 64 —— Max. Jacobs.

Raisonable. 64

Renown ... [.0 —-

Romulus .. 44

Blonde.... 32 ——

Virginia -- 32 —— John Orde.

Raleigh ... 32 — Thomas Evans.

Perseus .. 20 —— Hon. G. K. Elphinstone.

Camilla -- 20 — Henry Collins.

Germain ... 14 ——

T. Fitzherbert.

Dawson.

George Gayton.

In consequence of the badness of the weather, and the annoy

ance which the boats employed to sound the Channel sustained

from the enemics' gallies, it was not till the 20th of March that the

ships of war were able to pass the bar; and, even then, the whole

of the above force did not procecd to the place of destination.

The heavier ships at that time returned to New York, under the

orders of Captain Drake, in the Russel; leaving with the admiral,

only the Renown, Romulus, Blonde, Perseus, Camilia, and

Raleigh; which, with some other vessels of the same description,

daily expected, were considered as composing a sufficient force for

the intended service.

Admiral Arbuthnot having passed the bar, the enemy's ships of

war, to the number of ten sail, which had till then made a shew

of resolutely defending the passage up the harbour, abandoned

that plan of defence, and retreated towards the town, off which

the five following were sunk, with chevaux-dc-frize on their decks,

for the purpose of blocking up the channel.

“The Bricole, pierced for sixty, mounting forty-four guns, twenty four

and eighteen-pounders; the Truite, twenty-six twelve-pounders; the Queen

of France, twenty-eight nine-pounders; the General Moultrie, twenty-six

pounders; the Notre Dame (brig) sixteen ditto.”

On the requisition of Sir Henry Clinton, some heavy cannon

were now landed from the men of war, with a detachment of sea

men under the command of the Hon. Captain George Keith

Elphinstone, of the Perseus, and Captain Evans, of the Raleigh;

and, by the 9th of April, the army, consisting of 7,550 men, had

constructed and opened its batteries against the town. On that

day, the admiral, who had been joined by the Richmond and the
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Virginia frigates, and the Sandwich armed ship, approached nearer

to the town, for the purpose of straightening and closing in with

the enemy. To effect this, however, he was obliged to pass under

a very strong fort, possessed by the enemy, on Sullivan's island;*

but, though a severe cannonade commenced immediately on his

moving, his entire loss, very fortunately, amounted only to twenty

seven, in killed and wounded.—After passing this fort, Admiral

Arbuthnot immediately proceeded to attack a post of the chemy's

at Mount Pleasant, and also the fort on Sullivan's Island; the

reduction of which he was anxious to accomplish, without delaying

or interfering with the regular operations of the army. A brigade

of 500 seamen and marines was accordingly formed, and landed,

under the command of the captains, Hudson, Orde, and Gambier,

who took possession of Mount Pleasant, without opposition, on

the 29th of April; the garrison flying into Charlestown on their

approach. Thinking it practicable to carry the fort on Sullivan's

Island by storm, covered and supported by the ships of war, the

admiral determined to make the attempt; and, in the night of the

4th of May, another detachment, of 200 seamen and marines, was

landed, under the command of the captains Hudson, Gambier, and

Knowles. This detachment succeeded in passing the fort before

daylight, unobserved by the enemy, and took possession of a re

doubt, on the east end of the island. The ships of war being

drawn up ready to support the attack, and every arrangement

having been made for the storm, Captain Hudson summoned the

fort, the garrison of which almost immediately surrendered as pri

soners of war. -

This success was followed by the surrender of Charlestown itself,

on the 10th of the same month, when the following frigates and

other vessels were also taken —The Providence, of 32 guns,

eighteen and twelve-pounders; the Boston, of the same force;

the Ranger, of twenty guns, six-pounders; l'Aventure (French)

of twenty-six guns, nine and six-pounders ; a polacre, mounting

* A View of Sullivan's Island, with the churches of Charlestown in the

distance, from a drawing of Mr. Pocock's, appears in the XVIIIth Volume.

of the Naval CHRosicle, page 213; and an account of Sir Peter Parker's

disastrous attack upon the island, in the year 1776, will be found in our me

noir of Sir Peter Parker, Vol. XII. page 173, et seq.
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sixteen six-pounders; four armed gallies; and some empty brigs,

and other small vessels.

After the completion of this service, Admiral Arbuthnot re

turned to New York; and, for his exemplary conduct, he, iii due

time, had the satisfaction of receiving the thanks of both Houses

of Parliament.

About this time, M. de Ternay sailed from France, for America,

with a squadron of seven sail of the line, five frigates, and two

armed ships, and a convoy of transports, with 6000 troops on

board, under the command of Lieutenant-general the Count de

Rochambeau. Intelligence of the sailing of this armament was

immediately despatched from Eugland ; and Rear-admiral Graves

was sent out to reinforce Admiral Arbuthnot, with the following

line-of-battle ships:- *

Ships. Guns.

London ------ - - - - - - - 90

Bedford ------------ 74

Resolution.------- - - - - - 74

Royal Oak - - - - - - - - - - - - 74

America ------- - - - - - - 64

Prudent ------------ 64

At the time that Admiral Arbuthnot was apprized of the

approach of de Ternay, he was lying at New York, with only

four sail of the line; consequently, instead of being able to inter

cept him, he was, himself, apprehensive of attack. De Ternay

arrived at Rhode Island on the 11th of July; and, on the 13th,

Admiral Graves formed a junction with Admiral Arbuthnot. An

attack upon the enemy at Rhode Island was now meditated. The

British fleet sailed from New York, with a considerable number

of troops on board, on the 17th ; but, on their arrival off Rhode

Island, they found that the enemy were strongly posted, and that

they had put the fortifications into a perfect state of defence.

Unfortunately, also, a disagreement at this time took place between

the naval and military commanders, which occasioned the object

*Admiral Graves's force was originally intended to consist of eight ships;

but the number was afterwards reduced to six, and one frigate. During his

passage, he captured a valuable French East Indiaman, which, to prevent

delay, he left to the care of the frigate, and proceedcd with the line-of-battle

ships only.
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of the expedition to be abandoned; for, as an attack by sea, alone,

would have been impracticable, the admiral was obliged to confine

himself to the unsatisfactory service of blocking up the enemy's

fleet. The squadron continued to be thus employed till the 6th

of August, when Admiral Arbuthnot put into Gardiner's Bay, to

water and refit, and the subsequent operations of the year were

chiefly confined to the capture of privateers, &c.

On the 14th of September, Sir George Rodney arrived at New

York, from the West Indies, with eleven sail of the line and four

frigates, and took upon himself the American command during the

hurricane season. On the 26th of the same month, the subject of

this memoir attained the rank of Vice-admiral of the White

Squadron.

The ensuing year opened very inauspiciously. In a violent

storm, which happened on the 23d of January, Admiral Arbuth

not's squadron, which was lying in Gardiner's Bay, sustained

considerable damage. The Culloden, of 74 guns, was driven

ashore on the east end of Long Island, and totally lost; the Bed

ford was dismasted, and otherwise much damaged; and the Ame

rica was driven to sea, and for some time supposed to be lost;

but, after encountering some difficulties, she fortunately rejoined

the squadron. The masts of the Culloden were saved, and put on

board the Bedford.

In this disabled state—the Adamant, another of Admiral

Arbuthnot's ships, being also absent—the squadron was threatened

with an attack from the enemy. On farther consideration,

however, it was not found prudent to carry the threat into

effect.

The intention of the enemy was next directed against a small

naval force, which had been despatched from New York to co

operate with Brigadier-general Arnold, whose corps had nearly

over-run the whole province of Virginia. In this also they were

disappointed; but, on their return, they captured the Romulus, of

44 guns, whose captain had not been apprized that an enemy was

off the coast.

M. de Ternay was still determined, if possible, to effect some

thing; and, encouraged by the information, that the Bedford was

not in a fit state for sea, he took 2000 French troops on board,

ſ2ab, Jºron, Cloſ, XXIII. 2 N.
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for the purpose of co-operating with a strong detachment from the

American army, in an attack upon General Arnold, and put to

sea, with the whole of his force, on the evening of the 8th of

March. Admiral Arbuthnot, apprized of his motions and object,

got the Bedford into a state fit for service, and followed on the

10th ; and, on the 16th, when about fourteen leagues distant from

Cape Henry, he descried the French squadron, making towards

the Capes of Virginia. About two P.M. the same day, after a

few uninteresting manoeuvres, a partial action commenced; Captain

Cosby, in the Robust, of 74 guns, leading the van. The brunt of

the engagement fell chiefly on the Robust, Europe, and Prudent,

till the rest of the van and centre could come up to their assistance:

it then became more general, and continued till three o'clock,

when the enemy bore up, and ran to leeward. The Robust

“ had far more than her proportion of killed and wounded; *

and, by having at one time three ships upon her, her masts, rigging,

sails, and boats, were torn to pieces. But the French commodore

and his ships were unable to withstand the animated attack that

was made upon them ; and, in half an hour after the commence

ment of the action, they fell into disorder, and broke their line.

Unfortunately, however, a thick haze, which had prevailed pre

viously to, and during the engagement, together with the disabled

situation of some of the British ships, particularly the Robust,

Europe, and Prudent, rendered it impossible for the English

admiral to pursue his advantage, and thus the contest proved

indecisive.” +

After the action, Admiral Arbuthnot put into Lynn-haven Bay;

and M. de Ternay, chagrined and mortified at the repeated disap

pointments which he had sustained, returned to Rhode Island.

The only service of consequence that Admiral Arbuthnot had

an opportunity of performing, after the above, during the time

that he held the command on this station, was the capture of two

* The total loss of the English squadron was 30 killed, and 73 wounded;

that of the IRobust was 15 killed, and 21 wounded.

+ Wide biographical memoir of the late Admiral Phillips Cosby, Naval

Cºnoxicle, Vol. XIV. page 360-A list of the French and English fleets,

with other particulars of the action, are also given, in the memoir of

Admiral Cosby.
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or three American frigates, and some privateers of force, by

different cruizers under his orders.

Having received orders of recall, Admiral Arbuthnot shifted his

flag from the Royal Oak, on board of which it had for some time

been flying, into his old ship, the Roebuck, and resigned the com

mand to Admiral Graves. He sailed from New York early in

July, 1781 ; and, after a very prosperous passage, arrived at

Spithead on the 1st of August. He immediately struck his flag,

and proceeded to London, where he had the honour of being pre

sented to his Majesty, and was most graciously received.

Admiral Arbuthnot, in consequence of his advanced age, now

passed from a life of active and arduous service, into the shades of

retirement. He never accepted of any subsequent command ;

but, on the 24th of September, 1787, was made vice-admiral of

the red ; and, on the 1st of February, 1793, admiral of the blue

squadron.

He survived his last promotion but a short time; dying at his

house in Great Suffolk-street, Charing Cross, on the 31st of

January, 1794, aged eighty-three.

he R.A.L.D.I.C PARTICULAR8.

Robert Arbuthnot, of Weymouth, in the county of Dorset, died in the

year 1720, leaving, by Sarah his wife, two sons and a daughter, viz.

Richard, Marriot (the subject of the preceding memoir), and Mary. The

aforesaid Marriot had issue, 1st, Charles, late a captain in the 82d regiment,

who died in 1789, leaving a widow, Elizabeth ; 2d, John, who also unarrica,

and was living in 1794.

Itichard, the brother of the admiral, died before the year 1793; leaving

two daughters, Sarah and Elizabeth. The bclief, to which we have before

alluded, that the admiral was the nephew of the celebrated Dr Arbuthnot,

appears to be incorrect; inasmuch as the admiral's father, Robert, died in

1720, and Robert, the brother of the Doctor, was living in 1733; as appears

by the Doctor's will, wherein he bequeaths to him his watch.

Charlock informs us, that “the bulk of his (the admiral's) fortune, he

bequeathed to his daughter-in-law, the daughter of the Rev. Joseph Rum

ney, vicar of Berwick-upon-Tweed, widow of his last surviving son, de

ceased some years before.” But this, also, is incorrect, as one of the

admiral's sons survived him ; and, in his will, which is dated on the 20th

of November, 1793, and was proved on the 15th of March, 1794, the

admiral, who describes himself “ of Mitcham, in the county of Surrey,”

bequeaths considerable property to his daughter-in-law, Elizabeth, the

widow of his late son Captain Charles Arbuthnot. Ho devises also to
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Hugh Arbuthnot (second son of John Viscount Arbuthnot, in Scotland) and

to Robert, the third son of the said Viscount Arbuthnot.—His executors

were his son John Arbuthnot, Esq. Sir George Jackson, Bart. John Hun

ter, Esq. and Osborne Standart, Esq.

ARMs.—Azure, a crescent between three mulletts, argent.

CREst.—On a wreath a Peacock's head, erased, proper.

MoTTo.—Laus Deo.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

nANTES IN GURGIT e VASTo.

ciiARACTER OF SI R RICHARD STRAchAN.

IS a former part of this Volume,” we inserted a Character of Lord

Cochrane, as drawn in Cobbett's paper. The subjoined character of

Sir Richard Strachan, from Blagdon's Political Register, will perhaps be

equally acceptable to the readers of the Naval Chronicle :-

“ If amiable manners, domestic virtue, manly spirit, kind disposition,

and professional excellence, can compose a character to command univer

sal respect and admiration—this distinguished officer must receive such an

invaluable tribute from mankind. Sir Richard knows but little of the

piping times of peace, or of the season of repose and inactivity. The rough

aspect, the simple manners, the blunt speech, and plain appearance, that

characterized the annals of a Raleigh, have never been succeeded, by this

gallant admiral, with the elegance of fashionable life, or the introduction

of effeminate enjoyment. Under this aspect, when his life is considered,

the element on which he lives, the dangers to which he is exposed, the

hardships he has bech obliged to encounter, with the numerous et ceteras

which might be added, it must be acknowledged, that his character is the

least adapted, of all others, to shine before Parliament, as the author of a

justificatory panphlet. The prejudices of mankind, and, which may be of

far more fatai consequence, the prejudices of the service, are against a sea

officer who is a writer. Yet notwithstanding so many personal disqualifica

tions, I am proud to confess, that no public document, of a similar nature,

has ever aſſorded me more instruction or pleasure, than his plain but able

Narrative. And it evidently appears, from the facts and arguments it

embraccs, that were Sir Richard again invested with the same power, and

in the same circumstances and situation, he would act again in the same

manner as he then did, without being under the least apprehension of

→

* Page 161,
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bringing upon him even the suspicion of having acted like a coward or a

traitor to his King and Country. The facts are stated by him with the

mere intention of vindicating his own honour, and not with any design of

insinuating the least objection to the consequence of the army. Nothing

advanced in the support of the navy, proceeds from any sort of disposition to

attack Lord Chathain, and the document preserves throughout a decency

and respect, a freedom and liberty, which are the genuine characteristics of

the excellence of the laws, and the natural birthright of every subject of this

much-favoured land. In very few words, Sir Richard proves to Parliament,

that he constantly employed the utmost of his diligence and capacity to

acquit himself of the important trust with which he was honoured : that

many might have been chosen, whose knowledge and experience exceeded

his, he most readily admits; but that there were any whose zeal and hearty

inclinations were more attached to the service of their King and Country,

he can never allow. In these assertions he has the general concurrence of

every honourable mind; and it only remains for me to observe, that, as the

document has never attempted to gratify the spirit of vanity, revenge, or

disappointment, it is to be lamented that the friends of Lord Chatham stoop

to invective, and to the employment of parallels which tend to partial dis

paragement. This is not a time for Parliament to attend to invidious dis

tinctions. A period has at length arrived, when the national interest

requires an union of all parties to one common object. A war with supe

rior enemies, or any signal public calamity, from whatever cause it may

arise, demands the immediate extinction of all general animosity. When

danger threatens a state, all jealousy should subside in every loyal bosom.

Enemies should join with friends, and friends with enemies, to give force,

energy, and effect to the operations of government. Any set of men,

therefore, who cmploy their influence and their talents to excite a misunder

standing between the army and the navy, in a time of great public danger,

encourage the enemies of their country, and deserve the execration ofevery

good citizen.”

Tin E armſADA's

The Armada, launched at Plymouth in March, was laid down in 1807,

and named after that memorable victory obtained over the Spaniards by

that celebrated navigator and warrior, Sir Francis Drake, a native of that

town. In point of workmanship and excellence of materials, she may

justly rank with any ship of her class in his Majesty's navy. The head, a

chef d’auvre, represents Sir Francis Drake, admiral of the British fleet; on

the stern are the arms of Sir Francis Drake, and of the borough of Ply

mouth; over these is the naval crown, with appropriate trophies, orna

mental foliage, &c.

NEw LIGHT-house oN GREEN ISLAND, IN THE Riven St. Lawrence.

MARIN ERs are to take notice, that the Lantern of the Light house on

Green Island will in future shew a light every evening from sun-set to sun

rise the next morning, from the 15th day of April to the 10th day of De
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cember inclusive; and the following are the bearings of the Light-house

from the respective places hereunder mentioned, viz.-By Compass,

Red Island, E.S.E. 1 S. Brandy Pots, N.E. by E. : E.

White Island, E.N.E. H. E. Apple Island, W.S.W.

Basque Island, W.S.W. H. W.

The Shoal at the N.E. end of Green Island, S.W. 4 S.

The Shoal at the West end of Green Island, N.F. 3 E.

Barbadoes Mercury, February, 1810.

RECENT Exploits of Thr. LADRoxts.”

The Sylph, American ship, which left Canton on the 30th of September,

1809, has furnished the following account of these formidable firates :-

“ The Ladrones, dissatisfied with the Chinese government, are increasing

in power, and daily making excursions up the rivers, plundering, burning

villages, and massacreing the inhabitants. Their force by sea, is from 900

to 1000 Junks, from 3 to 28 guns, and perfectly manned, and they are

amply supplied by their abettors in the maritime Provinces. -

“All the efforts of the Viceroy of Canton to suppress them have proved

fruitless, as the agents sent for this purpose proved treacherous, acting in

concert with the rebels. The lower order of Mandarins cannot be trusted

to execute the orders of government; such is the wide-spread disaffection

Their mode of war is of the most sanguinary kind; the prisoners on both

sides are murdered in the most savage manner.

“Application had been made by government, through the security-mer

chants, to the Americans, for them to drop down the river for a few days,

to protect the passage from the Bog-Tyris to Whampan; but this request

could not be complied with, as the ships were not in a situation to fight

their battles. A number of American seamen, however, volunteered their

services on board a country ship that government chartered for a cruise of

fifteen days, to act in concert with a fleet ofjunks.

“As soon as they nict the enemy, the junks made off, and left the ship to

sustain the expected conflict alone ; but the Ladrones sheltered themselves

in the shoal water. Previously to this, (the latter end of August) eighteen

or twenty of the largest Ladrone junks made a formal attack on the ship

Atahulpa, Sturges, of Boston, while at anchor in Macow Roads, and when

part of Captain Sturges's crew were on shore.

“The attack was repelled with the utmost bravery for a length of time,

when, taking advantage of a breeze, the Atahulpa cut her cables, and ran

under the guns of the fort at Macow. The attack was led on by the

admiral's junk, of 28 guns. The Atahulpa had only six 6-pounders. Her

rigging was much cut, and 1eceived many shot in her hull, but none of the

w

* A very interesting account of the Ladrones, comprised in Mr. Turner's

Nºrrative of his captivity amongst those pirates, appears in the XXth

Volume of the Naval Chronicle, page 456, et seq.
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erew injured. A short time before, they captured a Portuguese brig from

Goa to Macow: Two masted vessels are much more the objects of attack,

than ships.” -

Loss of THE ship ARD.ASEFR, BY FIRE.

This noble ship, which, in the autumn of 1809, was on the eve of her

departure for England, met with a fate not uncommon to vessels belonging

to the port of Bombay. The particulars of this melancholy affair are as

follows:–

“On Wednesday night, the 13th September, about half-past ten, the

first alarm of fire was communicated, by a seacunnie, to Mr. Kempt, chief

officer, who, coming upon deck, obscrved the smoke ascending in great

columns from all the hatchways. The night was excessively dark, and

Mr. Kempt, with a presence of mind not common on such distressing

occasions, immediately hailed all the ships around him, viz. the Cruizer,

Teignmouth, which was lying close to the Ardaseer, and his Majesty's ship

Iphigenia, &c. and at the same time sent the third officer, Mr. Askwith, on

shore, to acquaint the captain with the state of the ship.

“During this time, and before any assistance was derived, the fire was

spreading very quick near the main batchway, and the gun-deck full of

thick black smoke. Immediate preparations had seemingly been making

in the fleet, for rendering all requisite assistance, as in the course of ten

minutes after the general alarm by Mr. Kempt, considerable aid was derived

by the arrival of men from the Iphigenia, Teignmouth, and Chiffonne.

Captain Wainwright, of the latter, attended in person with 100 men, and

brought a seasonable supply of buckets, with an engine, which were all set

to work with alacrity. Captain W. on learning that the fire had made such

a rapid progress, advised five auger holes to be bored, as close to the water

as possible. The crew of the Ardaseer had been roused to their duty, and

efforts were making by every one to keep the fire under. Before midnight,

Captain Riddock had arrived on board, and brought with him a large

engine from the shore, which was also set to work with great spirit; and

in order that its effects might be received with more advantage, the gun

deck was scuttled in three different places, and which, for a time, was

attended with great benefit.

“The fire, however, notwithstanding all these strenuous exertions,

increased, and the sudden bursts of flame which issued out of the hold,

together with the quantity of smoke, rendered it difficult to continue those

exertions in the same degree with which they commenced. A little after

twelve, at midnight, Mr. Money, superintendant of marine; Captain Mar

gotty, Inaster-attendant, and Mr. Mack, his first assistant, made their

appearance on board, to render all the assistance in their power. The

engines had now been playing for a considerable time, and, notwithstanding

the quantity of water derived from this source and the hand-buckets, and

every other method devised to keep the fire under, it was found that this

destructive element still gained ground ; and, as all further exertions in

this way could be of no avail, it was resolved, upon the consulation of
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Captain Wainwright, Mr. Money, the master-attendant, and Captain

Riddock, that the ship should be instantly scuttled, which resolution was

immediately carried into execution, by the carpenters of the Iphigenia and

Chiffonne, as the last resort for saving any part of the ship or cargo. The

guns were accordingly brought over to starboard, and the stream and

spare anchors cut away from the larboard side, in order to facilitate this

service, and admit a ready flow of water.

“During the time these operations were going forward, the master

attendant, with much diligence, laid a hawser out to check the ship in

shore, and prevent her sinking in deep water. At gun-fire, Captain Wain

wright, with his men, left the ship; and at the same time Mr. Money, whose

anxiety to preserve her valuable remains, had been conspicuous through

out, sent on shore for the master-builder, and a gang of carpenters, to

scuttle her in various places, that she might fill as quickly as possible: at

five in the morning the buckets and engine belonging to the master

attendant, were also sent for, and immediately set to work. The people

were now engaged in throwing and starting water down the hatchway, the

effects of which, together with the bencht derived from scuttling, were per

ceptible, as the ship was gradually sinking. The fire had not, so early as

six in the morning, made any visible havock, nor had the flames appeared

to such an extent as might have been supposed, from the length of time she

had been under its influence. At seven, however, another spectacle pre

sented itself. The flames, accompanied with a black and suffocating

smoke, suddenly burst up the fore and main hatchways, and the upper and

gun-decks were a short time afterwards in a complete blaze; and yet,

during this critical time, such was the zeal manifested by the officers of the

ship, that when the crew had abandoned her from absolute terror, these

young men, considering it adviseable to cut away the small bower and

mooring chains, to prevent her from settling upon that anchor, instantly

performed this service with much activity and judgment. The ship was

now towed in-shore, and was soon after entirely consumed.”

-

RDMARKABLE INSTANCE OF CAPTURE AND RE-CA PTURE.

The brig Berlin, of Jersey, P. Galley, master, from Lisbon, laden with

salt and fruit, for Plymouth, was captured about the 21st of October, 1809,

by the Grande Decide French privateer, in lat. 49 deg. 20 min. N. who

took out the master and crew, except two seamen, and a boy who had

secreted himself in the hold. A prize-master and seven seamen were then

sent on board the Berlin, who kept possession till about the 8th of Novem

ber, when the two men and boy rose on the French crew, and succeeded

in throwing the prize-master overboard, and driving the remainder into the

fore-cabin, where they were battened down; they were, in consequence,

in complete possession of the vessel, until the 13th of November, when the

Frenchman rose on them, and killed the two seamen, leaving the boy to tell

the fate of his brave companions. A few days after the Berlin was boarded

by the Indefatigable schooner, belonging to Bristol, who took possession of
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her, and sent the Frenchmen on board the schooner; two days subsequent

she was fallen in with by his Majesty's ship Vestal, who carried her into

Lisbon.

prºsperAT p, NAVAL CON FLICT.

The Madras Courier, of October 18, 1809, contains the following shock

ing statement :— -

“The Minerva sailed from Muscat on the 12th of May, and on the 29th,

early in the morning, she discovered at a distance about 55 dows of

Juasemies, all full of armed men, and apparently steering towards her.

Captain Hopewood immediately changed his course under a press of sail,

and thereby endeavoured to avoid them; but unfortunately the day being a

perfect calin, all his exertions were in vain; on which Captain Hopewood

then ordered all lands on deck, and prepared for defence.

, “When the Juasemies saw the Minerva changing her course, they set all

sail, and with the assistance of their oars, gained very fast upon her, and

as they approached, fired some guns at her. At 10 A.M. the action com

menced, and continued for two days and a night, during which time the

Miuerva destroy seventeen dows; sixteen of which were sunk, and one

burnt.

“At length the enchy gradually closed their dows around the Minerva,

and, as soon as they got alongside of her, the Juasemies all at once boarded

her. Captain Hopewood bravely defended himself to the last; he received

a pistol-shot would in his side, and other wounds on his belly with a sword,

and on his feet by a spear; notwithstanding which, he continued to fight

a with the utmost resolution, and did not drop till he had killed four of the

pirates with his owu hands. After his death the Juasemies began to put to

death every body who had borne arms; and when they had completed

their bloody work on deck, they discovered Mr. Bijaun David, the purser,

and Mr. John Martyn, the supercargo, on the main-top; on which they

went up, and, after cutting them into pieces, threw the mangled fragments

down upon the decks; after which they descended, and gave glory to God

for their triumph.--Tºne"second officer, Mr. Hate, having lost some of his

fingers by a shot, and seeing no hopes of relief, put an end to himself with

a pistol; the ship's coupany behaved very bravely, and were gallantly

assisted by an American geutleman, Mr. Bjaun David, the purser, and

Mr. John Martyn, the supercargo.

“The ladies and women who were on board actively employed them

selves in sowing and filling the bags of gunpowder.

“Several of the crew, amongst whom was the first officer, saved them

selves by promising to become Mussulmans. The women were spared by

the Juasemies, who promised to release them safely. The ship was carried

to Russulkharina.

“List of the Men killed on board the Minerva, by the Pirates, on the

29:h May, 1809.

“Captain John Hopewood, killed ; second officer wounded slightly,

qiaº. ºpton, aol. XXIII. 2 O
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afterwards shot himself; Mr. B. David, the purser, Mr. John Martyn, the

supercargo, and Mr. Chatoor, Arothoon passenger, were massacred, besides

about 40 Lascars.”

Sr*AN Ish LOYALTY.

The following is the correspondence respecting the Spanish fleet, which

took place between the Spanish admiral, at Cadiz, and the ministers of

King Joseph :- -

“Most ExcelleNT SIR,

“Although the grateful circumstance of your Excellency being entrusted

with the command of the Spanish fleet in that bay does not permit us to

doubt it will follow the fate of the nation, the position which it occupies

with respect to the English squadron, the incomplete state of the crews,

and the advantages which it may offer to the designs of the English cabinet

in availing itself of the opportunity of a strong easterly wind, obliges us not

to lose a moment in representing to your Excellency that his Majesty, aware

of the evils to which you might expose, by so adventurous an emigration,

the worthy officers and men belonging to the fleet, and the total abandon

ment which threatens their families, much more than the amount of the

loss of ships, the greater part of which are rotten, has authorized us to

represent to your Excellency, and all those under your command, that their

honours and interests shall be entirely preserved ; and that in order to be

convinced of the benevolent disposition of the King, and that no step may

be taken without due reſlection, your Excellency is at liberty to name per

sons, and appoint the place you may think proper, either on the water or on

shore, to enter upon the explanations which can conduce or promote, in the

present moment, the general good of the nation, and particularly the relief of

so many suffering families. -

“. God prescrve the life of your Excellency many years.

“ JOSEPH JUSTO DE SALCEDO:

“ PIEDRO DE OBRECON.

“ MIGUEL HERMOSILLA.

“P.S. This despatch is forwarded by a flag of truce.

“Most Ercellent Signor Don Ignacio

Maria de Alava.”

ANSWER.

“ Most ExcELLENT siRs,

“When your Excellencies do me the justice to acknowledge that, unal

terable in the principles of loyalty I have fixed in my heart, I am decided

to follow the fate of a faithful and generous nation, which defends gloriously

her sacred rights, and those of her legitimate King, Signor Don Ferdinand

the Seventh, whom God preserve, you might have imagined I could not

lend a hearing to such proposals, and that I could only look upon the

honours you offer, in case of my acceding to your request, as an insult to

my understanding. The generous conduct of the British nation does not
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offer the smallest suspicion as to the security of the ships under my charge,

as your Excellencies seem to insinuate with great injustice; therefore, the

worthy officers of the fleet, as well as myself, undervaluing your proffers,

and all interested motives, build our honour and our glory in persevering

firmly in defence of the just cause which we have sworn to support.

“ The nation recognizes in the Council of the Regency the supreme and

legitimate authority which represents our beloved King Don Ferdinand the

Seventh ; and my loyalty does not permit me to tender any other reply to

your Excellencies' letter of yesterday's date, which came by the flag of

truce. -

“God preserve your Excellencies many years.

“IGNACIO MARIA DE ALAVA.

“On board the Santa Ana, in the Bay of Cadiz,

February 18, 1810.

“Most Ercellen's Sirs, Don Joseph Justo de Salcedo,

Don Pedro Obrecon, and Don Miguel Hermosilla.”

ApT MOTTO FOR A CANNON-BALL.

IN the church of Ampthill, in Bedfordshire, is a monument of Robert

Nicolls, of Ampthill Park, Governor of Long-island, who being in attendance

on the Duke of York, was slain on board H. R. H.’s ship in 1672. A cannon

ball, said to be that which caused his death, is fixed in the marble within the

pediment; and on the moulding is this inscription :-

“Instrumentum mortis et immortalitatis.””

RUSSIAN COMMERC e BETWEEN ASIA AND AMERICA.

A LFTTER from St. Petersburgh, of the date of June 3, 1809, contains

the following information:—

“According to accounts received from the directors of the Russian

American Colupany, the two ships belonging to that country, namely, the

frigate Juno, from the island of Hodjak, and the brigantine Peter and

Paul, from the island of Atcha, had safely arrived on the 22d and 24th of

August, 1808, at the port of St. Peter and Paul, in Kamschatka. They

have each brought a considerable cargo of furs : the Juno was despatched

the same year with a quantity of mercantile articles and manufactures; but

the brigantine which stood in need of repairs wintered there, and will now

be despatched with her cargo to Ochotsk. The ship Nerva, which, in

the year 1806, had been sent off for the second time to Hodjak, after

touching at the island of Sitkah, arrived safe in September, 1807, at

Hodjak, after a passage of eleven months.

* “The instrument of mortality and of immortality."—Lysons's Magna

Britannia, Vol. I. page 39. -

~
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naval politics.

List of such members of Parliament who voted on Lord Porchester's

motion for censuring the late expedition to the Scheldt, as are naval officers

or connected with the navy and admiralty offices, or maritime interest.

For,

Lord Cochrane, Captain R.N. West

minster.

W. Dickinson, Er-Lord of Admi

ralty, Somerset.

John Jackson, Navy Agent, Dover.

Lord Kensington, Er-Lord of Ad

miralty, Haverford-west.

Vice-admiral Markham, Portsmouth.

R. M. Phillips, Lieutenant R. N.

Stafford.

Sir C. M. Pole, Bart. Vice-admiral,

Plymouth.

Paired off. -

Vice-admiral G. Campbell, Carmar

thenshire.

A6A I NST.

Captain J. P. Beresford, Coleraine.

Vice-admiral Sir R. Bickerton, Lord

of Adumiralty, Poole.

Henry Bonham, East India Ship

Owner, Leominster.

Rear-admiral Sir E. Buller, Bart.

East Loo.

James Buller, Lord of Admiralty,

West Loo.

J. W. Croker, Secºctary of Admi

ralty Downpatrick.

Sir W. Curtis, East India Ship Ow

ner, London.

Captain Sir C. Hamilton, Bart. Ho

Initon.

Rear-admiral E. Harvey, Fssex.

Sir E. Nepean, Bart. Er-Secretary of

Admiralty, Bridport.

Captain Viscount Newark, Notting

hamshire.

Sir J. Nicholl, Er-King's Advocate,

now Judge of Arches, Bedwin.

Admiral Sir J. Orde, Bart. Yarmouth,

I. W.

Captain P. Parker, Wexford, Co.

Hon. Captain J Percy, Beeralston.

Hon. W. W. Pole, Er Secretary of

Admiralty, Queen's County.

Captain Sir H. Popham, Ipswich.

Captain J. S. Rainier, Sandwich.

Right Hon. G. Rose, Treasurer of

the Navy, Christchurch.

Sir W. Scott, Judge of Admiralty,

Oxford.

Rear-admiral Sir T. B. Thompson,

Comptroller of the Navy, Ro

chester.

Robert Ward, Lord of Admiralty,

Haslemere.

Sir D. Wedderburne, St. Andrews.

Captain Sir J. S. Yorke, St. Ger

main's.

Paired off.

Captain W. J. Hope. Lord of Admi

ralty, Dumfriesshire.
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MR. Editor, Dozer, 19th March, 1810.

| AM not quite prepared to assent to the propriety of making living cha

racters the subject of those biographical memoirs which form the lead

ing article in each periodical number of your valuable Chaoxicle; which

articles I think had better be dedicated to record the professional example

of deceased worthies; content with simply watching the career of our co

temporaries, and treasuring up such facts, or anecdotes, as may serve for

historical materials at the proper season.” Yet I feel it may nevertheless

* In answer to this remark of our Correspondent, we beg leave to state,

that, independently of the interest which every one feels in the history of

his contemporaries, we consider the memoirs of living officers, which we

are occasionally enabled to present, as forming one of the most valuable

features of our work. It is by collecting facts and dates, as they occur, or

while they are fresh in recollection, that the most essential service is ren

dered to the future historian; and, by no means that we have been enabled

to devise, can we perform such a duty (an almost inconceivably arduous

one) in so advantageous, or so satisfactory a manner as by obtaining all the

information that we can from the friends and relatives of living characters.

Had it not been for the NAval Ch Ros IcLE, thousands of facts and anec

dotes, which it has already recorded, and which will illustrate and embellish

the pages of many a writer yet unborn, would have been suffered to glide

from the stream of memory into the gulf of oblivion. The life of Lord

Nelson furnishes a case particularly in point. A memoir, drawn up by his

lordship's own hand, formed the basis of the narrative which first appeared

in the Naval Chronicle; on which every succeeding biography of the

admiral, not excepting the splendid and voluminous performance of

Messrs. Clarke and M*Arthur, has been constructed. Had no such work

as the Naval Chronicle been in existence, it is fair to suppose that Lord

Nelson would never have been at the pains of drawing up a record of his

services; and thus the public would have been deprived of that rich and

copious detail of professional cnterprise which now forms so conspicuous

an object in the naval history of the country.

To obtain biographical information from authentic sources—from the

friends and intimate connexions of officers—is our most anxious wish. A

man's character, it is true, may be more correctly, and more boldly drawn,

after his death, than during his life-time; provided the necessary means of

estimating it are attainable. If not, a caricature only will be produced,

instead of an accurate likeness of the original. There is this particular

advantage in recording the actions of persons still living, that, if by acci

dent, any misrepresentation occur respecting them, it may be immediately

corrected. *

As to the censure which has been sometimes cast upon us, of praising
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be desirable that such of the lives of existing officers as you have already

published, be rendered as complete as possible, whether with reference to

the parentage, or public services of the individual. I was more particularly

led to make these reflections, by perusing the biographical memoirs of Sir

W. S. Smith, given in the fourth Volume of the NavAL CHRONICLE (page

445) written, as is understood, by the late Mr. Charnock, with much

spirit and accuracy; but nevertheless, deficient in some points, and erro

neous in others: some of these deficiencies or inaccuracies, it may perhaps,

as a townsman of that distinguished officer, be within my ability to point

out to you on some future occasion, not doubting but that his future life and

career, unless checked by the baneful influence of party-politics, will fur

nish such additions to our naval annals, as to require that the article should

receive proportionate augmentation, when a regular revision of the whole

may be entered upon. Meanwhile I beg leave to record upon your pages

a single fact respecting his family that did not fall within the knowledge of

his biographer, but which I happened to glean during a recent journey

along the coast of Sussex. At New Shoreham, upon a large grave-stone

amongst the pavement in the nave of the church, is the following Epitaph,

viz. “Here lieth the body of Captain Cornelius Smith, of Dºver, who served

his King, Country, and Fricnd. Faithful and honourable : he was an

indulgent husband, 'a kind father, and friendly to has acquaintance. Who

dy’d much latented the 26th of October, 1727, aged 66 years.”

In giving place to this memorial of an honest seaman, you will at the

same time be enabled to render the heraldic particulars relative to Sir

W. S. S.* more perfect in any future edition ; this Cornelius Smith having

been the father of Captain Edward Smith,t who died of his wounds in the

West Indies, commander of II. M. ship Burford, of 70 guns, and conse

quently your hero's great grandfather.

In my intended corrections of and additions to, the biographical memoirs

of the worthy character in question, I shall probably be enabled to contri

bute some particulars relative to his selection for the Levant Station in

1798, and his uncritorious conduct in that difficult command, which do not

evcry object of our biographical notice, we have only to say, that we never,

knowingly, wish to insert an account of an officer whose professional ser.

vices have not rendered him deserving of praise; and we have before had

occasion to observe, that, “ in conducting this work, it has been our unde

viating aim, rather to display excellence, than to search for defects; to pre

serve the memory of an heroic exploit, and to clear it from the obscuring

rubbish by which it might be surrounded, than to toil in the exposure of a

casual lapse of judgment, to which all men are liable, or to assist in casting

a veil over the eſorts of genuine merit.”—Editok.

* Vol. IV. page 477.

+ In Vol. XXI. page 156, of the Naval Citronicle, is an epitaph on

Captain Edward Suth, copied from a slab, in St. John's Church-yard,

Antigua. - -
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seem to have been hitherto duly appreciated by the public, because they

have never beeen fairly understood ; and which the unaccountable misre

presentation of the case, in the voluminous life of Nelson, lately published,

renders the more necessary, in strict justice both to the dead and to the

living. -

STEROPES.

***

M. R. E. Dito R,

N. Y motives for writing to you on the subject of the parliamentary

duties of naval officers, spring from a sincere desire to do good, and

of assisting so useful a work as the Naval Ch Rox icle. I have neither

been unmindful of your hint in a late preface, norinattentive to the debates

which this sessions has offered for consideration; but I confess that the

times seem so portentous, so big with momentous events, that I have been

pausing in a sort of anxious expectation, which is still far from being

removed. I will, however, venture a few observations which could not fail

to occur.

The important subject of the Admiralty and Appeal Courts, is perhaps

of the most lasting importance to the navy, of any that have been

discussed. -

As far as I can judge from the newspapers which have fallen in my way,

the discussion has hitherto taken a course more likely to irritate, and to

prevent a beneficial result, than to tend to good of any sort. The attack

appears to have been made rather against men than measures, against the

officers acting under the existing laws (or customs) instead of such of those

laws themselves which we deem to require revision or repeal. Our ardent

and zealous advocate has, however, the example of a noble reiative, whose

first parliamentary essay, if I recollect rightly, was to charge the principal

officer with whom the management of our appeal concerns lay, with con

duct as disgraceful as man could be guilty of; and I think I am correct in

saying also, that the charge was filled by the high hand of power, but never

refuted. This is not the way to proceed. A clear exposition of the hard

ships we labour under, and a espectful and man!y demand of justice are

our plain course. The propriety and necessity of affording redress to the

officers of the navy, appear, I think, as evident, as the evil for which redress

is expected. . -

Officers sail under orders from the Admiralty, and these are occasionally

elucidated, or supposed to be so, with respect to blockade or neutrals, by

copies or extracts from orders of council. Now, Sir, there may have been

some naval officers who have speculated a little in conscquence of the

latitude given, or supposed to be given, by the tenor of these orders, and

have sent neutrals into port, although under the impression of great doubt

upon their minds, as to the strict propriety of the detention. In such a

case the hazard is before them, and they voluntarily risk it; but in most

cases neutrals are detained, because, consistent with his orders, the captain

of a ship of war dures no let then proceed. The orders are acted upon to

the best of his abilities, and he ought by no means to be able to the heavy
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responsibility, the vexatious delays and ruinous expense which too often fall

upon him. Suppose, Sir, an officer, in strict cenformity with his orders,

sends a neutral into port, that she is condemned by the Court of Admiralty

and sold, the produce is detained a year and a day (I believe) to give time

for appeal, supposing it not to be given in directly. This neutra, may

possibly be sent to England, by a ship on an outward-bound voyage, or the

appeal may not be lodged for several months, and meanwhile the captors

are arrived at a distant station. The appeal is made, the King's proctor

is at hand, the trial goes on, the captors are cast, and have the proceeds

and law costs to pay, without having heard that an appeal had been thought

of During the interval, the appellants had collected fresh evidence, and

had leisure to examine every part of the first trial, while the captors are

abroad, risking their lives in a pestilent climate, and using their most stre

nuous exertions in defence of that country, by whose laws (or rather the

practice of the Court of Appeals) they are involved in an expensive suit,

without their knowledge, or without their fault, and their cause is only

pretended to be defended by a maa in whom they can have no dependance,

as he is not of their own choice. There are not wanting instances, Sir,

where appeals have been admitted after the allotted period, and the cause

given against the captors several years after the prize-money had been

legally distributed, and from the dispersion of the ship's companies, the

whole enormous loss has fallen upon the captains ! I know not, Sir, a case

of more cruel injustice than this is. Surely, on a calum revision of this

matter, no prime minister, no judge of the Admiralty, would refuse his aid

in procuring for British subjects equal laws, to the right at least of naming

their own proctors when involved in any process A consideration of the

peculiar situation of naval officers should surely cause their total exemption

from such evils as the present practice of the Court of Appeals has drawn

upon then. If their orders respecting neutrals are not sufficiently distinct,

they should be inade so; but at times a most cruel mystery has enveloped

them, so that it was in the power of the framers to blame either a detention

or dismissal, thus throwing a heavy responsibility upon ineu, who should

not have to interpret orders, but to read and obey them. To unnecessarily

detain a neutral, is in Iny humble opinion, an act of piracy which cannot

be too severely punished ; but surely the Courts of Admiralty should be

sufficient judges of this ; and if they condemn a vessel or cargo, the captors

should not be liable to any other proceedings. If the Court of Admiralty

condetun, and the Court of Appeals acquit, the officer should not suffer;

he detains under the sune evidence by which the judge condemns, and of

course declares his conduct legal. All after matters should be wholly inde

pendant of the captors; the appeal is against the decree or sentence of the

Court of Admiralty, and if that has erred, whence could repayment come

better than from the droits of Adumiralty; or if that infringes too much on

rights or usages, let a small per-centage be paid out of the proceeds of all

condemned neutrals, to answer any damages in consequeflee of the future

decrees of the Court of Appeals. At all events, common justice requires

that the naval officer should be free from any concern with that court; his
º
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uncertain situation, the impossibility of fresh evidence on his part, his

deprivation of the right of all other British subjects to name his own proc

tor, the probable dispersion of the officers and crew, which throws the

whole weight of loss upon himself, offer a case of hardship which loudly

and clearly demand redress, and, if fairly considered, must obtain it. But

I am thoroughly convinced that this case has not been taken into consi

deration, and I almost fear that there is even a systematic neglect of the

rights and interests of naval officers.

It would ill become me if I were not to mention, with deep regret, the

manner in which a naval court martial has been spoken of in Parliament, by

a naval officer. Censure more unfounded, as far as I can judge from an

attentive perusal of the minutes of that court, and all the other documents

that have fallen in my way, was never before thrown out against any body

of men, and particularly against men whose whole lives are marked by un

deviating honour and integrity. In common, not only with the navy, but

with the nation at large, I have sincerely lamented that the great natural

ability, and eminent gallantry of the accuser, have been worse than laid up

in ordinary within the walls of St. Stephen's. It would not be amiss if the

Noble Lord in question would take the epigrammatic hint which I have seen

in some of the papers—

You fight so well, and speak so ill,

Your case is somewhat odd–

Fighting abroad you're quite at home,

Speaking at home, abroad—

Therefore your friends, than hear yourself,

Would rather of you hear,

And that your name in the Gazette,

Than journals should appear.

This seems to be the hint of a friend; and I trust we shali soon hear of its

being taken, and that a large wreath of fresh laurels may succeed those

which late eveats appear to have souncvhat faded, or at least thrown into

shade. -

Notwithstanding all the good advice given by Trident and myself, you

see, Mr. Editor, that the Sca Fencibles are disbanded. We must be gra

tified to find that economy is at all attended to, and if we can depend upon

the prudence of the measure, we should rejoice at the thought that we can

indeed afford to reduce any part of our forces. Perhaps a good dext more

of the show part of our army, and of our extravagantly overgrown staff

than have yet been talked off, might have been reduced, without the loss

of an ºfficient man, and to a much more efficient saving. If Trident has

the leisure, as I am sure he has the ability, a little abstract of the numbers

and real expense of the Sea Fencibles, will not only oblige an old man, who

still loves to chatter about a profession he always admired, but I dare say

many more of your readers. I conclude in a rough sort of guess, tha;

fºst. Ipron, &gſ. XXIII. 2 F
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when the half-pay and income tax of the officers are deducted from the gross

annount of the expense, the cost of the establishment, as latterly fixed, could

not exceed 85 or 90,000l. For the sum, however, be it what it may, there

were many thousands of men enrolled, and under some regulation, in many

places admirably trained, and of essential benefit, and in all kept ready for

service at a smaller expense than any other men ever were. Nor did I

deem it of small advantage, that we had experienced naval officers sta

tioned round the coasts of the island, ready to act in cases of emergency,

at the expense only of the difference between full and half pay. But the

navy is always the national safeguard. It fights the battles, guards the

coasts, protects the commerce, and serves as the last monument of practi

~cal economy in the management of the public purse. Nevertheless, in one

respect I sincerely rejoice at the discharge of this corps of Sea Fencibles, as

I believe it to have been raised on unconstitutional principles; but so con

vinced am I of its utility under better auspices, that I think a wise minister

would propose its renovation, in some places at least, to the Par

liament.

Now, Sir, Agricola may at least exult, that some of the captains who

retire to their half pay, will receive from a grateful country, after it has

deducted only one-tenth and a few smaller items from the nominal income,

nearly 1281. per annum. That some of those men have fought in almost

every battle at sea for these last forty years, those who write and calcu

late with the degree of feeling and accuracy evinced in Agricola's letter,

will think of no moment. -

I romain, Sir, your's, &c.

E. G. F.

---

MR. EDITOR, April, 1810.

|F AVING a short time since, submitted to the notice of the perusers

of the Naval Chaoxicle, the hardships under which the captains of

the navy labour, respecting their receipt of half pay, I shall now point out

the cases alluded to ; and if you deem them worthy a place in your

Chaoxicle, they are at the service of the public, who may be able to form

an idea, as to the necessity, that those officers should do every thing in their

power, by remonstrances, in order to obtain a fired period for the receipt of

their half pay.

I shall begin with the captains, and as appointments may take place of

which I am wholly unacquainted, the statement which I make may not be

correct, as to including one, or two, officers; but it will give an idea as to

the existing inconvenience.

The officer at the bottom of the twelve shilling list, in July, 1809, extended

to the 7th December, 1795; the officer at the bottom of the twelve shilling

list, in January, 1810, extends to the 12th August, 1795, which by the

Admiralty List, makes a difference of twenty captains, who, having received

the increased half-pay, are reduced to ten shillings per day. So it appears,

that a captain of fifteen years standing, has only ten shillings per day; added
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to which, the probationary time of an officer's being in the service, will make

at least thirty years, and those the best of a man's life " " Can this be an

ample reward for such serviceſ ! It is to be observed also, that the income

tax is to be deducted from this.

The officer at the bottom of the ten shilling list, in July, 1800, extended

to the last in 1801; the officer at the bottom of the ten shilling list, in

January, 1810, extends to the 24th December, 1798, making a difference of

three years, in time, and in number about one hundred, who are reduced

from ten shillings to eight per day. Surely this may be considered a hard

ship, and might be easily obviated, and with very little expense to the

country. A captain now of twelve years standing, receives only cight

shillings per day, the same as the senior commanders, and no more than a

captain who is put on the list this day.

I must here beg to observe, that had it not been for the great jubilee

promotion, the situation of the captains respecting the half pay must have

been more deplorable; and it appears that, instead of an officer being re

warded for the length of his services, agreeably to time, he is now put fur

ther off from receiving the small remuneration which his services entitle

hini to expect. -

I think it unnecessary to commit the statement of the commanders to

the public at present, as the cases are so very similar, and may cause the

reader to be more perplexed than the writer hereof wishes he should be;

and as I am convinced, that should any regulation be adopted for the

benefit of one class of the officers alluded to, it will be extended.

I am, Sir, your humble servant,

JOHN SPECTOR.

---

MR. EDITOR, Folkstone, April 13.

CORRESPONDENT, in your Chronicle," noticed a suggestion of

mine, relative to the use of rockets in obtaining a communication

with ships stranded near the shore; and at the same time did me the

honour of expressing a wish that I might be induced to take the subject of

Captain Manby's experiment into further consideration. I have very much

to regret, Sir, that it is not in my power to answer more satisfactorily than

by this letter, a call at once so interesting to my brother sailors, and so

dear to humanity; for in fact I am still but badly informed of the actual

power of the rocket, and the influence of the wind on its flight; two points,

on which, it is evident, the merits of the substitution must chiefly depend.

From some French experiments there seems little doubt, that the end of a

line may be projected by means of a rocket, far enough, in many cases, to

answer the purpose; and as those now in use are said to carry a six-pounder

grenade more than 2000 yards, I should think that a barbed shot and line

* Wide page 188 of this Volume.
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might be sent to a sufficient distance; but it is on the practicability of

being able to ascertain, in strong and adverse winds, the rocket's line of

flight, that my principal doubts arise, and this is precisely the point, which

nothing short of actual experiment can decide. Should it be proved on

trial, that the line of flight may be sufficiently ascertained, it seems natural

to conclude that the portableness, and the luminous track of the rocket,

would give it a decided preference over the shell and mortar now in use; for

as to any objection against the length of the stick or the pole for firing them

off, it may be easily obviated, by dividing them in convenient parts, so that

they may be easily joined. The description of Captain Manby's apparatus

is nearly such as had been anticipated; but as it is evidently a matter of im

portance, not only that the crew should have every facility afforded them,

for speedily discovering the line which is sent to their relief, but that the

like facility should be yielded the people on shore, of ascertaining how,

and when they have succeeded, I would take the liberty of recommending

that a fusee should be (when the nights are dark) inserted in the shell, by

which means the position of the line may at all times be distinctly

traced.

I cannot quit this interesting subject, without remarking, that the sum of

the shipwrecked sailor's calamities would be lessened in no inconsiderable

degree, if recourse were more frequently had to some such as the following

simple expedients.

When a ship is stranded on a lee shore, let a piece of fir, or other light

plank, be fitted like a boy's kite, and fastened to a string, so that when set

off from the rigging, yard-arm, or any other lofty part, it may be played in

such a manner, as to be brought securely into the hands of the persons:

assembled to give relief. Or if a ship be wrecked in a situation where no

ledge of rocks intervenes, one, two, or three empty casks, well-bunged,

may sometimes be used with success. If the distance be short, one cask,

fastened to a rope, and thrown into the sea so that the wind may drive it to

Hand, will be sufficient; but if, on the contrary, the distance be great, then

more than one will be required to buoy up the rope, in which case, the

sccond should not be let go till the first makes a taut line from the ship;

and so on of the rest, till the foremost is passed through the surf and the

wished-for communication be established, -

*:R. Epitoſ,

#37 inserting the accompanying vindication, by Captain Tomlinson, R.N.

in your NAVAL CHEoN1cLE, you will much oblige

A CORRESPONDENT,
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A Windication of the Conduct of an Old Naval Officer, for his having dis

puted the Right of his Majesty's Ships la Nymphe and Aurora, to Share

for the Spanish Packet L'Edad de Oro, taken by the Lord Hawke Letter

of Marque, together with his Reasons for having fitted out that Wessel to

Cruise against the Enemies of this Country.

To speak of one's own conduct, is one of the most irksome tasks to which

a man of any feeling can be called, and much is added to the disagreeble

ness of such situation, when injuries received compel him in his own

defence to state facts, which of necessity in ply the criminality of another;

I have unfortunately found myself so situated, and the decided disapproba

tion of part of the navy (and others who founded their opinion on Captain

Percy Fraser's public letter) at my conduct in disputing the right of his

Majesty's ships la Nymphe and Aurora, to share for the Spanish packet

L'Edad de Oro, taken by my privateer the Lord Hawke, obliges me in jus

tification of my own conduct, to compare la Nymphe's leg with Captain

P. Fraser's letter to Lord Bridport, published in the London Gazette, by

way of accounting for my reasons for so doing, and to shew that although

Captain Fraser says he made the capture, it does not appear from his own

log that he knew when or where that prize was taken ; and as in all litigated

prize causes the ship's log is considered the best evidence in support of their

claim, I submit it to the opinion of those who are competent to judge of

the merits of this case, and such as disapproved of my conduct in particu

lar, whether from his log, Captain Fraser was justified in writing the letter

he did to Lord Bridport (which with his log is copied on the following page)

and I hope those who took exception at my litigating his right to that prize,

will be convinced, when they read this paper, that I had good reason for so

doing. -

I have been told that it was thought improper for me, being a captain in

the navy, to fit out a private ship of war; however that may be, there is no

want of respectable precedents for my conduct in this particular, as history

affords numerous instances of rewards and honours bestowed on noblemen

and gentlemen for similar acts of loyalty; and I have only followed the

example of some of the most distinguished naval officers of the present day;

for nothing was more common the last war, and it has not been singular in

the present, than for captains in the navy on actual scrwice and full pºly, to

fit out private ships of war to cruise for their etnolument; these vessels

were generally called tenders, but they were private property as well

as the Lord Hawke; and those who served in the West Indies and America

last war, cannot be unacquainted with the number of private cruizers fitted

out by the captains of his Majesty's ships on those stations. But it is ne

cessary to observe, that at the particular period I equipped the Lord
Hawke, (1798) it was considered in some measure disgraceful to remain

idle, for the kingdom was threatened with an invasion, and alumost every

other man became a soldier; besides the legislature, as well as his Majesty's

ministers, called upon every individual in the state, and the servants of the
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crown in particular, to contribute to the national defence to the utmost of

their abilities, as well by voluntary contributions as personal services. At

this momentous period I came forward with my mite, in a way that I then

thought and afterwards found to be the best, in which my services as a

seaman and a private individual could prove myself devoted to my King and

Country; (for I was then upon half pay, and unable to obtain any public

employment) and I spent great part of my private fortune in equipping a

private ship of war, calculated to attack the enemy on their own coast,

which in less than three months took six of their merchant vessels, retook

three valuable British ships, destroyed one, and took another French pri

vateer, besides taking a valuable Spanish packet and preserving her mail,

(which had been thrown overboard) for the use and advantage of govern

ment; and when it is remembered that the Lord Hawke had on leaving

England but 12 guns and 50 men, and that while I was on board her (on

my passage to Oporto with leave from the Board of Admiralty) she took

and destroyed more of the enemy's vessels between the 14th of August and

the 6th of September, than all the cruizers attached to the Channel Fleet

together; I hope it will at least be allowed that my endeavours to distress

the enemy were justified by success, and that very few private individuals

contributed more to the national defence, or risked a greater part of their

fortune for the good of the country than I did.

NICHOLAS TOMLINSON.

February 20, 1800.

Copy of his Majesty's ship la Nymphe's Log, from four o'clock A.M. the

6th of September, 1798, to the same hour of the 7th, with observations

on the remarks in that log, by Nicholas Tomlinson, respecting the capture

of the Spanish ship l'Edad de Oro, together with Captain Fraser's letter

to the Right Honourable Lord Bridport, published in the London Gazette,

September 12, 1798.

“ MY LoRD, “La Nymphe, Cawsand Bay, September 1798.

“I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that on the 6th instant,

and about six miles distant from Corunna light-house, I fell in with and

captured the Spanish ship l'Edad de Oro, from the Havannah and la Guira,

bound to Corunna laden with cocoa ; his Majesty's ship Aurora and Lord

Hawke privateer now in company; and the latter availing herself of her

sweeps, came up first and brought her to.

“I have also to acquaint your lordship that on the 7th instant, I recap

tured the Charlotte sloop from London, bound to Newfoundland.

“I have thought proper to see the Spanish prize into port.

“I am, &c.

“ PERCY FRASER."

“Right Honourable Lord Bridport.”
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LA NYMPHE'S LOG. -

H. K. f COURSES. WINDS. REMARKS, &c. at SEA, 6th Sept. 1798.

4 a N. N. E. N. W. Ditto weather.

Half-past five saw a sail on the lce bow, bore,

5 2 up and made sail in chase.

•

–F- East.

7 4

f

a 5 || 4 E. S. E. Moderate and clear; extremes of the land

from S. E. by S. to S. W. by W.

9 3 S. E. by E. H. E. All sail set in chase of a brig and a ship.

10 || 3 || 2 S. E. by E. (a)

11 2 4.

At moon light airs and clear, still in chase.

12 || 3 || 4 Variable. Corunna light-house, S by E. 9 or 10 miles.

H. K. | F. COURSES. WINDS. REMARKS, &c. at SEA, Sep. 7, 1798.

i 2 || 6 |E. H. N. W. N. W. Light airs and clear; all sail set in chase of a

ship and a bri a-hººd; a frigate in signt

+ 1 3 N. E. by E. H. E. on the starboard bow (b); answered the pri

vate signal tº the brig, fired several guns,

3 5 2 N. E. by E. and hoisted No. 9 to the brig.

4 s || 4 |E. by N. Variable. In studding-sails, takenº wore round,

- at 4 still in chase, extremes of the land from
5. Head all round. Calm. W. S. W. to S. E. off shore 10 or 11 Iniles :

6 E. by N. Variable. quarter past 4, light airs with heavy rain, in* 1–1- y loweri º e §. term she upset; out
...a - - wering th atter as e u ; ot

7 Head from N. E. to E. - i. and saved the people, (lost in | all

ner materials) sent a boat away to board the
$ Up N. N. E. off N. E. chase (c). intº hoisted English colours

over Spanish, the brig English.--Answerca

* the private signal to the ship to leeward; at

7º S. E. 7 or 8lº at 8 the loat

- - - returned ; the brig proved to be the Lord
10 } up N. E. by E. off E. S. E. Hawke privateer, of Plymouth, in compa

1 1 ny with a Spanish ship she had taken that

... (d). At 9 butnt several false fires

- *--- and rockets as signals to the Aurora frigate:
iº l W. N. W. Variable. at l l wore, sent an officer and six mºn on

l board the prize (e.) Twelve, moderate and

Cloudy, prize in company.

2 up w.W.N.W. offs.W.

- At 2 calm and cloudy, sent a boat on board

5 the prize ; half past 2 wore ; half-past 3

S. W. wore ; at four light airs, Aurora, brig, and

4 – 1–1–– prize in coinpany-love-to

N. by W.

Observations on the Remarks in La Nymphe's Log.

Note.—It is necessary to observe, that, till after the capture of the Spa

nish packet, the Nymphe had no knowledge of, or communication with the

Aurcra frigate, or the Lord Hawke privateer.
*

(a.) At 10 o'clock A.M. the Spanish packet was taken by the Lord Hawke,

after firing several single shot and one broadside at her, which from her

distance could not have been seen from the Nymphe, otherwise those

remarkable transactions would have been noted in Captain Fraser's log, par

ticularly as in his public letter he says he made the capture.
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(h.) Captain Fraser's letter says he fell in with, and captured the Spanish

ship, in company with his Majesty's ship Aurora and Lord Hawke privateer;

but by his log the Aurora was not discovered from la Nymphe (though it

was clear weather) until past 12 o'clock, upwards of two hours after the

prize was taken by the Lord Hawke.

(c.) On its falling calm seven hours after the Lord Hawke had taken the

Spanish packet, the Nymphe (which was still at a great distance) sends a

boat to board the privateer and her prize. -

(d.) At 8 P.M. three hours after she left the ship, and ten hours after

the capture, the Nymphe's boat returns, and then they are first informed,

that “The brig proved to be the Lord Hawke privateer, of Plymouth, in

company with a Spanish ship she had taken that morning;" this is the first

they pretend to know of the Lord Hawke or her prize, although Captain

Frazer, in his letter to Lord Bridport, asserts that he made the capture

within six miles of Corunna light-house; but as Cape Prior bore S.E. seven

or eight miles from the Nymphe, at seven P.M. it will appear from the pre

vious run on her log, that she must have been eighteen miles at least from

that light-house at 10 A.M. when the Spanish packet was taken by the

Lord Hawke. -

(e.) After the Nymphe's and Aurora's boats boarded the Lord Hawke

and her prize, about 8 P.M. a light air of wind sprung up, and they made

towards the frigates, and joined them at nine o'clock in the evening; when

Captain Frazer sent on board the Lord IIawke for the Spanish captain and

officers, and after he had learnt from them the time the capture was made

(for by his log he acknowledges his ignorance of that transaction), he sent

an officer and men from the Nymphe, who forcibly dispossessed the com

mander of the privateer of his prize, and he was not returned to the Lord

IIawke, (which vessel he was commissioned by the Lords of the Admiralty

to command) but taken with his people on board the Nymphe, where he

was detained a prisoner all night, and the next morning Captain Fraser

refused to restore the Lord Hawke's men, unless Captain Neale gave him a

letter to his agent, acknowledging the right of the Nymphe and Aurora to

be considered joint captors with the Lord Hawke; and the ietter was given

by Captain Neale, not because the demand was coasidered just, but because

the Lord Hawke was very short of men, and having on board ten thousand

pounds worth of recaptured property, they could not with safety be spared.

It is presumed that if Captain Fraser had not doubted his right to share for

the prize in question, he would hardly have condescended (as captain of one

of his Majesty’s ships) to ask an acknowledgment of that right from the

commander of a privateer, and establish his claim from a letter wrote by a

man under restraint (for his letter of marque and other ships papers were

not restored to him, until he wrote it) and given for so valuable a consi

deration as the restoration of his boatswain and all his best men,

-

***
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JOURNAL OF AN EXCURSION MADE FROM IAFFA (ANTIENT

IOPPA) TO JERUSAI.E.M., (now called EL KOD2.)

BY Li EUTENANT GEORG E H ILLIER, OF H. M. S. Le TIGR E.

-º-

ON Sunday, June 22d, 1800, in the afternoon, went on shore with

Sir Sidney Snith, who introduced me and the other gentlemen that

accompanied him in this excursion to the Grand Vezir, and mentioned to

him our intention of visiting Jerusalem. The Vezir immediately gave us

the necessary passports, and ordered horses, guides, and a proper guard to

be ready to attend us the next morning. This night we spent in the tent of

the Reis-Effendi, in a very uncomfortable manner, being annoyed dread

fully by various descriptions of vermin. On Monday morning, after much

fatigue and delay, we procured horses, also two soldiers as guides and

guards, and departed from the camp about ten o'clock ; at three quarters

past ten arrived at a small village called Iazou ; at twelve arrived at

Ramla,” a town in ruins, where we stopped and refreshed ourselves out of

the provisions we had provided for our journey; received at this place an

additional guard of five men, and proceeded about six miles by a very good

road to a place called Alkabab, a small town, where we baited our horses

at a place occupied by a hord of Arabs, who reside in a miserable manner

anong ruins; at three quarters past three we passed by the ruins of a town

called iºvo, (near the place where David is recorded to have slain Goliah);

in this town there appears to have formerly been some very good buildings,

but it is now a most wretched place, inhabited by Arabs. About four we

entered the pass leading through the mountains, which are inhabited by

Bedwins, who subsist by plundering travellers that are not sufficiently

armed to oppose them; we saw a few of them, who passed by us very

peaceably. The road from this place to Jerusalem is beyond description

bad, being rocky and narrow, only one horse could pass at a time, and I

think no English horses could travel it; but so sure-footed were the horses

we had, although many wanted shoes, and some were without any, not a

single accident happened. About nine we arrived at a place the Arabs

called Caryotebaram, it is now in ruins, but was formerly a place of some

note; there are very visible remains of a large Christian convent; the only

cultivated spot between the entrance of the mountains and Jerusalem is a

small valley adjoining this town, extending about three or four miles

towards Jerusalem, planted with vines, fig trees, olives, and apple trees,

with a small spot of tobacco and Indian corn. About twelve o'clock, after

travelling in the dark for some time, aver a most dreadful road, we arrived

at the gates of the Holy City, which were shut, and we could not gain

admittance till near three o'clock; the gates were then opened to us, and

- * Antiently Arimathea.

£ab. C91.3.1, Vol. XXIII. 2 Q
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we entered through a crowd of people, that sectmed much pleased at seeing

us, and conducted us to a convent of Franciscan Friars, who treated us in

the most hospitable manner. After reposing ourselves three or four hours

very comfortablv, we waited on the Othman Pasha, and delivered our

letter from the Grand Vezir; he entertained us in the Turkish manner,

with pipes, tobacco, and coffee; the house in which he resides is said to

lave been the residence of Pontius Pilate : Mount Calvary, on which

Jesus Christ was crucified, and which stood then without the walls of the

city, is now in the centre of it. After dinner we rode out of the city to

Mount Sion ; to the eastward of the town stands a Turkish mosk,

which was formerly a convent of Franciscans, built on the spot where

Christ ate the passover with the Apostles; from thence we descended into

the valley of Jehosha hat; at the entrance of it we saw the well where the

sick and hurt were made whole; this valley is very narrow, and parts the

spot where the old city of Jerusalem stood, of which there is not the least

vestige remaining ; passed two large caves cut out of the solid rock, said

by the people to have been made for the concealinent of the concubines of

Solomon; a little to the westward of them is the spilchre of Zacharias,

and a few paces farther is the tenºple of Asa, the grandson of Solomon, and

the sepulchre of Santa Madona; from here we began to ascend in a

north-easterly direction the Mount of Olives, at the foot of which is the

place where Judas betraycd Christ; on the top of the Mount was shewn to

us the stone on which Christ stood when he ascend, d into Heaven, on

which the mark of a foot appears; a small but, which contains four or five

lanps, kept continually burning, is built over the stone ; a littie farther

westward are the ruins of a church, built on the spot where the Apostles

were sitting when Christ appeared to his Disciples, after his resurrection,

and where they were assembled when they saw him ascend into Heaven.

On the Mount of Olives are a great number of olive trees, many of them

decayed and filled with stoncs, said to have been standing there at the time

of our Saviour. About a mile westward of the Mount of Olives is the

burial place of the Kings of Israe', or Iudah, in which are several apart

ments about fourteen feet square; the entrance was so very contracted,

that we were obliged to enter it on our hands and knees; the remainder of

this day we spent with our friends the friars at their convent.

On Wednesday the 25th went from Jerusalem southerly, over a very

barren rocky country; at some distance to the eastward is shewn the spot

where the angels appeared to the shepherds; soon after we passed the

tomb of Rachel, near where Ramoth-Gilead formerly stood, about a mile

to the northward of Bethlchem.” On our arrival at Bethlehem we were

* Bººt-et-lehm, so celebrated in the history of christianism, is a village

distant from Ierusalem, two leagues S.E. situated on an eminence, in a

country agreeably diversified by hills and valleys: the soil is the best of the

whole district, fruits, vines, olives, and the grain called sessam, growing

almost without cultivation, which, as is the case throughout the country, is

miserably deficient. The population is estimated at about 600 men,

-
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conducted to a convent of Franciscans, who received us as usual in a

friendly manner; from the top of their convent we had a distant vicw of

the Dead Sea (or Lake of Sodom) so reinarkable for its mepilitic vapours,

that when the wind blows from it the villages near become very unhealthy.

The convent is built on the spot where Christ was born: the place we were

shewn in the chapel of the convent, and also the tug. ger in which he was

laid, which is richly decorated, and lamps about it kerº constantly burning,

Jt was here also where the wise inen of the cast brought their presents to

our Saviour: we likewise were shewn the grotto of Joseph, and many other

sacred curiosities; among which the sepulchre of the children slain by

Herod, and that of St. Jerome, and his study. After being very handsomely

entertained here, we proceeded a few miles further to the town of St.

John, the birth-place of St. John the Baptist, where there is a convent of

Franciscans, who have an exceedingly handsome church, built on the spot

where St. John was born, and on which is the following inscription-Hic

Praecursor Domini natus.--We were much pressed to spend the night here

by the Friars, but declined it, and about seven we returned to our friends at

Jerusalem. * -

On Thursday, June 26, having previously obtained leave of the Pasha,

without whose permission no Christian can go, we went, accompanied by

one of our friends from the convent, to see the church of the scpulchre

where Christ was laid; it was built by St. Helena, the mother of the

Emperor Constantine, and contains four chapels, viz. Itoman Catholic,

Greek, Armenian, and Coptic (descendants of the original Egyptians).

At our entrance into the church is shewn the spot where Christ was em

balmed, after he was taken down from the cross, and which is now covered

with an elegant marble slab, about seven feet long ; from there we went to

the holy sepulchre, it is cut out of the solid rock, and has a small dome

over it, within which are a number of silver lamps kept continually burn

ing: we were afterwards shewn the places (alſ within the church) where our

Saviour was scourged and crucified, and the identical stone pillar to which

lie was bound when scourged: we then proceeded to the cell of St. Helena,

cut out of the rock, from the window of which were discovered the crosses

upon which our Saviour and the two thieves suffered, and they related the

following account:-Not being able, at first finding the crosses, to ascertain

the cross on which our Saviour suffered, it was proposed that trial should

be made whether any particular virtue might be attached to the cross of

our Saviour, and a woman troubled with leprosy was procured for the pur

pose; she was first laid on two of the crosses for several days without any

effect, but on her being laid on the third cross, in a short time the disease

Heſt her; they therefore suppose that was the cross on which our Saviour

suffered, and shew it as such. After viewing every thing worth notice in

capable of bearing arms upon occasion; which occasion occurs frequently,

either to resist the fiscal authority, to make war upon the neighbouring vil

£ages, or to decide domestic dissensions.—VolsFy.
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the church, we visited the Armenian convent, the chapel of which for rich

ress surpassed any thing we had seen: the pillars were covered with tiles

of porcelain ware, and the interior part of the chapel with tortoise shell and

mother of pearl; we proceeded from hence to the Greek convent, and

then to that of the Cartnelites; at the latter place we saw a number of

large casks, which we supposed would contain near 1000 gallons each;

they were filled with excellent wine, which the proprietorsallowed us to taste.

We also visited the Coptic convent, which appeared the most miserable we

had seen ; from this place we returned to the Franciscan convent, where

we rega!ed ourselves upon every thing that they could procure for us. It

would be the greatest ingratitude were I not to take particular notice of the

generous and hospitable treatment we met with at the different convents

we visited; the instant we entered, wine, sweetmeats, aqua-vitae, pipes,

tobacco, and coffee, were placed before us; and at our departure from

each, they burnt frankincense, and cach of us was sprinkled with rose

water and other perfumes. At our departure in the evening, when we

went to take leave of the superior of the convent, he seemed very much dis

tressed at our leaving him so soon, and almost with tears in his cyes impor

tuned us to make our stay longer; he told us every christian in Jerusalem

were under the greatest obligation to the English nation, and particularly to

Sir Sidney Smith, and his officers and ship's company, by whose means they

had been preserved from the merciless hands of Buonaparte; and then he

related the following anecdote of that general :—When General Dumas

had advanced with a detachment of the French army within a few leagues

of Jerusalem, he sent to Buonaparte for leave to make the attack upon it.

B. replicq, that “when he had taken Acré, he would come in person and plant

the tree of liberty in the very spot where Christ suffered, and that the first

French soldier who fell in the attack, should be buried in the Holy Sepulchre.”

Such impiety, said the old man, makes us detest the encmy, and bless our

preservers, the English. Sir Sidney Smith was the first Christian who has

been suffered to go into Jerusalem armed, or even to enter it in the dress

of a Frauk ; we were allowed to do the same, and all who have visited

it by his incans.

Jerusalem is about 50 miles S. E. from Iaffa : it stands on the north

side of Mount Sion, surrounded on every side by high rocky hills :

it is enclosed all round by a very strong wall, with square towers in

the same, about three hundred feet apart; but there did not ap

pear to be a single gun mounted, or any means for defending it;

indeed the only cannon we observed in the city, were three or four very

small oncs in the citadel before the residence of the Kaddi or judge, mercly

for ceremony : from a window in the Kaddi's house, it is said, 1)avid first

saw the fair Bathsheba. Jerusalem is computed to contain about 16,000

inhabitants, viz. Turks 10,000, Greeks 1000, Franks 400, Armenians 1000,

Jews 3,500. At our leaving Jerusalem, the superior of the Franciscan

convent made each of 'us presents of crosses and beads; and on Friday

night, at seven o'clock, we arrived on board the Tigre, much fatigued, though

hi.'ly gratified with our journey.
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NAVAL STATE PAPERS,

Relating to the Expedition to the Scheidt, presented by his Majesty's Con

mand to both Houses of Parliament.

(Continued from page 241.)

HE fourth head— Evacuation — comprises twenty-seven

Papers.

No. 1, is a letter from Sir R. Strachan to Lord Mulgrave, dated St. Do

mingo, off Borslen, September 13; in which the writer says:—“I am very

anxious, I do assure your lordship, to see you, for the purpose of communi

cating matters connected with this island; which, in my opinion, ought not

to be given up. It is a post of great importance as a naval station, and

also with a view to future operations on the Continent; particularly as it is

not certain Austria has made peace with France. This island, under po

pular government, (by popular I mean pleasing to the inhabitants, by

placing the superior ones in authority, and governing by their own laws)

may be productive of great advantages to England, in regard to trade with

the Continent, similar to that established at Heligoland. I do not appre

hend it is more unhealthy thau any of the low parts of Kent; but the troops

being at present generally infected, owing to the nature of the service to

which they have been exposed, it may be proper they should be withdrawn,

and replaced with other regiments.”

No. 2, from the same, to Mr. Pole, of the same date, encloses a detailed

plan for the defence of Walcheren; which, however, the circumstances of

the case render it unnecessary to insert.

No. 3, is a note from Sir Rupert George to Mr. Barrow, dated October

11, enclosing a statement of the transport tonnage in the Scheldt.

Nos. 4 and 5, relate to Sir R. Strachan's proposition for defending Wal

sheren; but they are not important.

No. 6, is a letter from Lieutenant colonel Mosheim, to Colonel Walsh,

respecting the preparations of the enemy in South Beveland, to attack Wal

cheren, in October.

No. 7, is Captain Cockburn's plan for retaining Walcheren, which he con

ceives it to be in our power to keep.

No. 8, is a letter from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Croker, dated Downs, No

vember 3, enclosing answers to certain queries which had been transmitted

to him by the Admiralty, as follows:– -

“Queries supposing Walcheren in the possession of the enemy.

“Query 1st.—Is the Roadstead of the Roompot out of the reach of shot

or shells from Walcheren, and every part of the neighbouring coast?

“Answer.—It is not perfectly understood in this country what the

JRoompot is, the Roompot commences after passing the end of the Unrust



302 NAVAL STATE PAPERS.

Sand; and I should think it is out of the reach of shells from Walcheren,

but I am not certain as to North Beveland; and I observed that the part of

the coast ailuded to was inaccurately re, resented in the charts, particularly

with respect to the relative position of North Heveland, Schowen, and the

Banjat Shoal, the anchorage tak, n by the fleet with the troops for Wal

cheren was not in the Roonpot, but off the Vere Gat, aid ui,der the Ban

jart, and part of it was within range of shells from Walcheren.

“Query 21 —Whether the intricacies of the passage out of the Roompot

are likely to delay or endanger the sailing of a fleet from that anchorage

“Answer:-The Channel is narrow, and buoys or vessels should be

placed on the Banjart Sand, and also on the Unrust, and the Quernes;

then with a leading wind little danger attends a fleet entering or going out of

the Roompot.

“Query 3d.—Whether a fleet could get out of the Roompot with the

same or most of the winds, with which a fleet cauld get out of Flusiving

Itoads, or from the West Scheldt.

“Answer.—Certainly, because there are various courses to be steered

in going from Flushing, through the D erloo, and the Channel of the ttoom

pot is nearly parallel to one of those courses.

“Query 4th.-Could a fleet be carried into the Roompot with the same

wind and weather, and with as much facility as into the West Scheidt

“Answer.—Certainly, and with more facility, for the reasons assigned in

the previous answer. -

“Query 5th.-Is the Roompot sufficiently secure from ice for large

ships anchoring thcre during the winter

“Answer—As I have never been in the Roompot during the winter, nor

had the Dutch ever made use of it, I can neither say from practice or

information, what portion of floating ice there may be there, that must

depend on the severity of the winter, the quantity of ice likely to be col

lected in the East Scheldt, and whether it forces its way by the Roompot,

or the other Channels; but I apprehend, with a westerly wind, the ice

which comes down the Scheldt, with the last of the ebb, will be car

ried into the Itoompot with the first of the flood.

“Supposing Wulcheren in our Possession.

“ Query ist.—Can a fleet be sufficiently secure from ice in Flushing

Roads, that is, any where between Flushing and the Rainmakins

“ Answer.—I believe in severe winters there is a great deal of ice in

Flushing Roads, and have heard that at the evacuation of the island in

1791, some vessels were cut out of the ice, though with considerable diff

culty. During the same year the passage was interrupted between Flush

ing and Cadsand for four or five weeks, and the French garrison, which was

at Cºdsand, was not able to cross over. The enciny always moored his

ships into the basin at Tlushing, before the frost set in. I do not conceive

a fleet will be secure in these roads when there is unuch ice in the river.

“Query 20.-Is the navigation of the Scheldt impeded by ice during any

and what part of the winter, so as to impede the enemy's squadron coining

down from Antwerp - -
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" Answer.—The frost will set in sooner or later, according to the prevail

ing winds, and in general about the middle of December, perhaps sooner;

and as the upper part of the river freezes first, in course, the ships cannot

move from Antwerp ; and, upon the same principles, if they are able to

move from Antwerp, there is nothing which occurs to me in the nature of

ice that can prevent their coming down the river, except the same danger

from the floating ice, which renders the road of Flushing insecure, and

would subject the enemy's squadron to great hazard if it attempts to come

down the Scheldt after the frost sets in. -

“Query 3d.—Is the entrance in and out of the Scheidt, as far as Flush

ing, navigable during the winter

“ Answer.—When there is not so much ice as to render the entrance of

the Scheldt unnavigable, I know of no other impediment to ships entering

it at all times, and in all seasons, so long as the buoys can ride, consulting

the time of tide according to the size of the ship; and here I ven

ture to remark, that it is at all times much casier for a large ship to enter

the Scheldt than to go out of it, because, in going in, if the wind is foul the

water is sinooth, and the weather tide is a rising one; whereas, in going

out, if the wind is foul there is a great deal of sea, and the weather tide is

a falling tide.

“Quer, 4th.-What security from the ice is the enemy able or likely to

find, during winter, in any part of the Scheidt above Flushing.

“Answer.—I know no security from ice that the enemy is likely to find

between Flushing and Antwerp, except the higher he proceeds up the

river the smoother the water, and, consequently, the less danger from any

floating ice ; but if by this question it is uncant, whether a squadron ready

for sea can be, during the winter, in any part of the Scheidt without being

exposed to the danger arising from floating ice, in severe winters, I should

say, there is no part where it can lay secure, and ready to put to sea.”
s

No. 9 contains Rear-admiral Otway's answers to the same queries, as

follows:–

“ Queries supposing JWalcheren in the Possessiºn ºf the Enemy.

“ 1.—In the part of the Roompot where this fleet is anchored it was not

out of shell range from Walcheren, as the Room pot there makes the

Channel narrow ; but higher up I think several ships might lay out of the

reach of shot or shells from Walcheren, North Beveland, or Schowcn.

“2.—I think that if it does not over blow, line-of-battle ships may always

work out of the Roonipot if the Channel is well buoyed, but in the narrow

part of the Channel, when standing over towards Walcheren, I believe they

will be within shot range of Fort de Hack, or any batteries the enemy inay.

have thereabouts.

“3.—I am decidedly of opinion, that a fleet may get out of the Room

pot under circumstances of wind that it could not move from Flushing, or

the West Scheldt. Jine of battle ships cannot pass the Ducrlo , but with a

leading wind, nor I believe by the Wheiling Passage, in which latter pass

our ships might be annoyed by the heavy batteries the enemy has on

Cadsand. -

*
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“4.– I am of opinion, that a fleet can be carried into the Roompot with

as much or more facility with the same wind and weather as into the

Scheldt. -

“ 5.—I am informed, that without the frost is uncommonly severe,

there is little floating ice in the Roompot till the winter breaks up in

Holland. -

“Supposing Wu'cheren in our Possession.

“ 1.—This must depend entirely on the degrees of frost; in a moderate

winter there is little or no drift ice till it thaws in the river above; but in

the winters of 1794, 1795, there was a large body of sold ice extending

some distance from the shore from the Rainmekins to West Capel.

“ 2.—I am informed, that the navigation of the Sºheldt, at least as far

down as Lillo, becomes impracticable cally in the winter, and by the

latest and best information I have, the French are removing their ships

above Antwerp, and cutting wet docks in the dykes for their security.

“ 3 —Answered in my reply to query No. 1.

“ 4.—Not any certain security whatever; from the increased rapidity of

the tides higher up the river, the dang r from the ice is consequently greater,

and there is not any port of the Scheldt below Antwerp in which larger ships

can be sheltered from the dangers of a very rapid tide and floating ice.”

No. 10, is an Admiralty Order to Rear-admiral Otway, dated Novem

ber 9, respecting the evacuation of Walcheren; enclosing a despatch to

General Don, on the same subject. From the enclosure we extract the

following passage :-

“With respect to the destruction of the basin of Flushing and other naval

defences of the island, no time necd be lost in comincucing operations for

this purpose, as soon as they can be undertaken consistently with the

security of the sick. The great object his Majesty's government has in view

is, that this operation should be effectual; and that the works should not

be left in such alcondition that the Irench ituter, with the unlimited com

mand of military labour which he possesses, may be able to re-establish

them in a short space of time. How far it may be expedient to have re

course to inundation to any considerable extent for this object, I will inform

you more particularly when I have received answers to the questions put

through you to the commanding eagineer in my despatch of the 4th instant;

I can have no difficulty however in authorizing you to inundate any part of

the island, which may be necessary for the security of the forces under your

command, in the event of attack from the enemy.”

No. 11, is another Admiralty Order to Rear-admiral Otway, dated

November 14, instructing him to co-operate with General Don, in evacu

ating Walcheren.

Nos. 12 and 13, are unimportant.

No. 14, relates to the cavalry transports, ordered to proceed to Walcheren,

to assist at the evacuation. -

No. 15, is a letter from Mr. Croker to Sir R. Strachari, with instructions

respecting the embarkation and landing of the garrison of Walcileren.
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Nos. 16 and 17, are letters from Rear-admiral Otway to Mr. Croker, dated

November 23 and 26, respecting the embarkation, &c. The latter

announces, that the whole of the sick had embarked, and that the demoli

tion of the basin and sea defences of Flushing had been begun.

No. 18, mentions the sailing of near 20,000 tons of empty transports to

Flushing. -

Nos. 19 and 20, from Rear-admiral Otway, allude to various delays in

the embarkation, occasioned by the weather, &c.

No. 21, from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Croker, dated Blake, Flushing

Roads, December 13, appears at page 77 of the present Volume.

No. 22, is the following letter from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Croker, dated

Blake, Flushing Roads, December 20 —

* SIR

“I acquainted you, in my letter cf the 6th instant by the leis, that to

avoid any further accidents to the transports, Ceneral Don and myself had

decided to order that those, in which troops were embarked, and every

vessel connected with the army, should proceed under their respective con

voys to the places of their destination, and that the flotilla should remain

in advance to keep the enemy in check on South Beveland, until the tide and

winds favoured the large ships passing through the Duerloo. In consequence

of those arrangements, the Isis, Gorgon, and Dolphin, with their respective

convoys, fell down to Zansland Bay, and their captains had iny directious

to put to sea on the 17th instant. -

“The Revenge and Aboukir dropped down the same evening, and had

the weather permitted, I should have followed with the rest of the line-of

battle ships; but on the morning of the 18th it again came on to blow very

hard from the south west, which destroyed every prospect of getting to

sca, and I therefore directed the fleet to moor.

“That there should be less difficulty in the last embarkation of the

army, Lieutenant-general Don and myself agreed to reduce the land force

at Middleburgh and Flushing, the former to one hundred and twenty, and

the latter to one hundred and thirty men; and we further determined to

embark the field artillery, which took place on the 16th instant ; I enclose

for their lordships' information a copy of my correspondence with the

lieutenant-general on this occasion.

“The disasters of the shipping during these late gules have been

numerous; six sail are wrecked, of which number three are merchant

vessels, but I have not been able to determine the loss of lives on this

occasion.

“On the 13th instant, the enemy opened their batteries on South Beve

land, on the gun-boats off the Rammekins; the distance was, however, too

great to expect any success in an attempt to silence them, I thercie e di

rected Captain Mason, of the Fisgard, who had charge of the advanced

squadron in that position, to fall back.

“Their lordships have already been apprized of the excellent arrange

inefits of Commodore Owen, for tile naval defence of the Slough, a.d

£at, Upton, Ciçi, XXIII. ' 2 it
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Terveere; nevertheless, the enemy has made several attempts to molest

our flotilla in that navigation, but in all of which he has been foiled; the

gallantry of the commanders, officers and seamen, under the directions of

Captain Carteret, under all the difficulties to which they have been exposed,

have been conspicuous, and as I expressed in my Memorandum on that

occasion, “all have supported the character of British seamen.” I have

advised the commodore not to expose the gun-boats too much to the fire

of the enemy, but to keep in a defensive position, in order to prevent a

faste of ammunition.

“I enclose for their lordships' information the commanders commu

nications connected with this important service, together with Captain Car

teret's reports, and my memorandum, thanking these officers and men for

distinguished behaviour. -

“I have also cautioned Captain Cramer, who in the Diana commands

the advanced squadron off Borcelen, not to undertake any enterprize except

the object should be of importance, to justify the risk of losing then ; as I

have just reason to admire the spirit of Captain Cramer's undertakings, I

regret the failure of an attempt by the boats of the squadron under his

orders on the enemy at E!!svocty Dyke, in which some men were killed

and wounded. Notwithstanding his want of success, and yet wishing to

keep up this animating spirit to the future annoyance of the enemy, I have

given out a memorandum, a copy of which is enclosed, expressive of my

approbation of the exertions of Lieutenant Miller, and the officers and men

employed under him.

“I have, &c.

“J. W. Croker, Esq. 3c.” “IR. J. STRACHAN.”

No. 23, dated Blake, Zoutland Bay, December 23, is a letter from Sir

R. Strachan to Mr. Croker; in which Sir Richard announces his having put

to sea, and cleared the Duerloo, that morning, without any accident; and

that he was going to embark in the Flying Fish schooner, to return to the

West Scheldt, to see the final retreat of the gun-boats.

No 24, is the following letter from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Croker, dated

St. Domingo, Downs, December 27 :—

“ sir,

“I had the honour to acquaint you, by his Majesty's ship Blake, that I

should return in the Flying Fish schooner to rejoin the squadron in the
Duerloo.

“I have now to acquaint you, that I made the signal from the Blake for

the ships of the squadron to proceed to their respective destinations,

according to the arrangements which I had sent you, and striking my flag

I hoisted it in the Flying Fish; but soon after, finding that I could not

regain the Ducrloo, aud being anxious about the flotilla in the Veer Gat, I

shifted to the Idas cutter, sent the Flying Fish to the Duerloo, and pro

ceeded to the Roompot, where I arrived at nine at night, and hoisted my

flag in the Resolution. I found Commodore Owen had given orders for the

retreat, and that part of the transports were dropped down, but the tide
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not answering, the flotilla and ships of war (except the Clyde) could not get

out. On the following day (24th instant) it was calm, and I went to the

commodore, whose pendant was hoisted in the Cretan, stationed between

Ter Veer and Armuyden. The enemy had increased his flotilla in the

Woolversdyke Channel, but had been silent since the batteries had beca

destroyed. I left directions with the cominodore to retire as soon as

wind and weather would permit; and in the evening the wind springing up

from the north-north-east, some divisions of the flotilla dropped out on the

following morning (25th); it came on a gale from the west-north-west, and

the dismantled flotilla was obliged to seek refuge in the Veer Gat. Com

modore Owen had returned, and took up an excellent position under

Deuttaak, extending his line to within gun-shot of Tcr Veer, to prevent the

enemy taking possession of that battery or the dyke. The Pallas, several

gun-vessels and transports had got on shore, but they were got off again.

Finding the wind had set in from the west, I sent the Dover cutter to order

the Fisgard, Diana, and Jason to join the commodore, so soon as the flotilla

from the West Scheldt had got to sea, the numerous gun vessels of the

commodore's division requiring more ships of war to take cale of them, but

the same wind which prevented our getting to sea detained the division un

der Captain Mason in the West Scheldt. It continued stormy weather

until the morning of the 26th, the wind veered to the north-east by north,

and the weather cleared up : I accordingly sent to order the flotilla to leave

its position, and as soon as day-light, made the necessary sigºals tº the

saili.g of the Sabrina and Harpy, with their respective convoys; and soon

after observing the Commodore coming out with the rear of 'ne flºtilla, I

shifted my flag to the [das, leaving orders with the commodore to proceed

in execution of former orders and a rangements. At 8 A.M. I sail, d to the

mouth of the Duerloo to see whether the division under Captain Miason got

out, and perceiving it under sail, I parted, in hopes to make the land of

England by the evening. When I got half-channel over, I had the morti

fication to find the wind N. N.W. and had doubts whether the two

squadrons could get out; but I have no uneasiness for the conduct of

either Commodore Owen and Captain Mason, having proved themselves

deserving of my fullest confidence. It is with great satisfaction I find the

wind this morning from the eastward, and trust to-morrow the ships and

vessels of the two divisions will arrive in safety at the ports of their

respective destinations.

“I arrived here at 10 A.M. and have hoisted my flag in the St. Domingo.

“I have the honour to be, &c.

“ R. J. STRACHAN.”

“.J. W. Croker, Esq. &c. Admiralty.”

No. 25, from Sir R. Strachan to Mr. Croker, with Commodore Owen's

account of the final evacuation of Walcheren, is given (from the Gazette)

at pages 81, 89, and 83 of the present Volume.

No. 26, is unimportant.
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No. 27, is the following letter and enclosure from Sir R. Strachan te

Mr. Croker, dated London, January 20:-

“ sir,

“I find I have omitted to enclose in my letter of the 13th August, a

letter I have received from Sir Home Popham, detailing his proceedings

with the flotilla under his orders, in the upper part of the Scheldt, which

reflects great credit on this zealous and intelligent officer; and I beg leave

to do justice to him, by requesting you will now lay it before their lordships,

. . “I am, &c.

“J. W. Croker, Esq.” “ R. J. STRACHAN.”

(Enclosure referred to in No. 27.)

“Skylark aith Flotilla, Three Miles below Lille,

“ sºn, 13th August, 1809.

“I have the honour to inform you, that I reached Batz the day before

yesterday in the afternoon, just as the fort had forced six of the enemy's

gun-boats on shore, five of which were burnt, and a sixth captured by the

garrison.

“In the evening one of their advanced vessels, mounting six guns, with

sixty men, was cut off by the flotilla under my orders, and handsomely

burnt by Captain Ryder; I followed the enemy as fast as the wind and tide

would allow me, and I have now the pleasure of stating, that after a feeble

attempt which he made yesterday and to-day by a distant cannonade to pre

vent our forcing him from the anchorage about two miles below Lillo, that

the whole of his fleet and flotilla is now above the chain, which extends

across the river to the fort of Liefkenshock.

“ Were it not for the many witnesses to the fact, I should scarcely have

a sufficient confidence in the result of my own observation to relate to

you, that there is within three miles of Lillo a vice and a rear-admiral's flag

flying, three sail of the line and three frigates with their top-gallant-yards

across, and near seventy gun-brigs and luggers, besides a great number of

armed vessels of every description, independantly of the other line-of-battle

ships which are near Antwerp, and yet the enemy has suffered us to obtain

this anchorage with so little trouble and scarce any loss, and retire altogether

under the cover of his fortress.

“I take this occasion to assure you that I have been exceedingly flattered

by the marked zeal and exertion of every officer to carry into effect the

different arrangements, which the intricacy of the navigation in the first

attempt to sail up the Schclit, and the position of the enemy, made it

necessary to adopt.

- “I am, &c.

“Sir R. J. Sirachan, &c.” - * HOME POPHAM."
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INTRA, a town of Portugal, rendered memorable by a disgraceful con

vention between the British and French armies, in the year 1808, is

situated about thirteen miles north-west of Lisbon. It lies in the province

of Estrainadura, between the mountains of Cintra, anciently called the

mountains of the Moon, at the mouth of the Tagus.

Cintra contains four parish churches; and its population amounts to

about 1,900.

The Moorish palace, of which a view is presented in the annexed plate,

was built by King Joseph, some time subsequently to the year 1750. It

occupies the site of a palace, actually built by the Moors, which was

destroyed by au earthquake, in 1655. The present edifice is in the same

style of architecture as the former.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS,

£20. XXXVIII.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

Falcon r r.

-

LOSS OF THE HOPE, AND TIIE FROW MARTA.

TYURING a severe gale of wind on the 2d of February, 1810, the Dutch

galliot Hope, Lust, master, from Embden, for London, was driven on

shore at Happisburgh Sand Lieutenant Dennis, commanding the signal

station at that place, on seeing her inevitable fate, and the perilous situation

of her crew, seven in number, with an alacrity that did him the highest

honour, hastened with ropes, &c. to save the sufferers. The vessel soon

parted in the middle, but providentially the crew had assembled at the

stern, which remained whole; a rope, with a barbed shot to it, was soon

thrown to them, and by the shot securely fixing itself on the wreck, a boat

was hauled over the surf; five of the crew and a passenger instantly availed

themselves of it, and were brought in safety to the shore; nothing could

induce the remaining person to venture into the boat, as the sea was running

tremendously high, preferring to rely on his strength and dexterity in

swimming for safety; but, alas! no sooner was the attempt made, than he

was dashed by the following surf, and seen no more; nearly at the same

instant the vessel went entirely to pieces.

On the same morning, the Frow Marta, from Delfzyl to London (that

had beaten over Happisburgh great sand, and there lost three of her crew)

was driven, with only three hands on board, on Horsey outer bank, at the

distance of 200 yards from the shore. The Sea Fencibles of Winterton
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repaired with all possible expedition to their assistance, with the mortar,

&c. but from no officer being present, or accompanying them, to see the

directions fully attended to, their efforts nearly proved abort , e, by a shot,

rope, and preserver, being fired away without effect; reduced to an ouly

shot, they at length effected a communication, The master innediately

made fast the rope around his son, and then secured himself by the same,

as did the passenger; thus prepared, they lifted up their hands, either as a

signal of being ready to be hauled by the rope, or to implore goodness of

Providence, and then consigned themselves to the enſuriated waves; in

the attempt the passenger became entangled with some part of the rigging

that was hanging to the wreck. No language can here describe the dis

tress of the scene to all who were present, by the struggles of the father

and son, and the efforts of the parent to save his child. At last, by a pre

sence of mind scarcely credible, the father took a knife from his pocket,

and discngaged himself from the passenger, when himself and son were

hauled in safety to the shore. The vessel soon after went into a thousand

pieces, and the unfortunate passenger was buried in its ruins. Twenty

seven persons have now been saved within one month by this system.

HYDROGRAPHY.

{OME account of a Chart, lately published by Arrowsmith, of the Dar

º gers in the Channel between Sardinia, Sucily, and Africa, that had

been surveyed by directions of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,

by William Durban, Esq. captain in his Majesty's navy. Dedicated to

Lord Mulgrave.

This valuable Chart, which is printed on one sheet of double elephant

paper, has been formed by Arrowsmith, in the first place, from the original

surveys made by Captain Durban ; and these consisted, 1. Of the very

dangerous shoals of the Esquirques, in lat. 37 deg. 47 min. N. long. 10 deg.

46% deg. E. from the meridian of Greenwich, with the bank of soundings

that surrounds it on all sides. The Esquirques are now found to consist of

two reefs of very large rocks, bearing strong marks of being volcanic pro

ductions; and these reefs are about two miles north and south of each

other. 2dly, Captain Durban surveyed Kcith's reef and shoal, in lat.

37 deg. 50 # min. N. long. 56 deg. F. with another dangerous shoal, about

three miles to the north of Keith's reef, the whole of which is now ascer

tained to consist of large detached rocks, on which his Majesty's ship

l'Atheniene was lost; and on these rocks the water, with a swell, breaks;

there is also at about half a cable's length to the westward, a dry reef of

rocks. Captain Durban, in the third place, made a survey of all the

dangers on the north-west coast of Sicily, between Trapani, and Marsala,

with the adjacent islands and channels of Favigana, Lavanso, Formiche, the

rocks of Porcelli, &c.

The remainder of this Chart, including the southern coast of the island
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of Sardinia, from the isle of Toro, to Cape Carbónara, in Sardinia, is laid

down by A. rowsmith, from accurate surveys and astronomical observa

tions made by different officers in his Majesty's navy. The opposite coast,

also, o Africa, from Cape Rosa to Cape Bon, including the island of

Galita, (whici, may be considered as the leading mark for n vigating the

Channel between the Esquirques and Cape Bon) has been traced from

accurate astronomical observations.

The following are the sailing directions for avoiding these dangers, which

are printed on the chart; and it is but justice in us to observe, that the

dangers which have been thus explored and correctly ascertained, may be

consid red as a most invaluable acquisition to the intricate navigation of the

Mediterranean.

“The Esquirques are surrounded by a bank of sand, the surface of which

is chequered by patches of coral, with which the lead brings up large round

stones, of a bright red colour; and although the depth of water by no

means decreases r. sºlarly on approaching the rocks, yet, as no bank of the

same extent exists in this Channel, the Esquirques may, by attending to the

soundings here laid down, at all times be avoided. The passage between

them and Cape Bon, which I have frequently examined, I believe to be

perfectly safe. The current in the north-west stream of the Cape, generally

runs to the northward, meeting that which sets over the Esquirques in a

south or south-east direction. Keith's Reef consists of a ledge of large

shelving rocks, nearly level with the surface of the water; it is steep too,

except on the southern side, from whence projects a small tongue of

sand.

“Ships bound up the Mediterranean, going the northern passage, should

always endeavour to make the island of Toro, which is steep too, keeping in

the latitude of Cape St. Vito, until the high land of the island of Maritino

is distinctly seen, and for which they may then, if bound through the

channel of Malta, steer with safety. Persons unacquainted with the

Channel between the island of Favigana and the Sicilian coast, should never

attempt passing through it without a pilot. The Channel of Maritimo is

free from danger : care, however, must be taken, coming out to the

southward, not to close in too soon on the Sicilian shore, for fear of the

Secca di Marsala. The south end of Maritimo just opens with Favigana, and

is the leading mark to the shoal; when on it, you have the Castle of Mar

sala in one, with a remarkable white house, some distance to the northward

of the town.”—Captain Durban adds, “That the positions of the dangers

laid down in this Chart, were determined from the mean result of six

chronometers; their rates having been, previously, and after the survey was

finished, carefully examined. The soundings were taken in boats, and laid

down from angles taken from vessels anchored on the shoals."

-
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Captain Foote's Vindication of his Conduct, when Captain of his ."fjesty's

Ship Seahorse, and Senior Officer in the Bay of Naples, in the Summer of

1799. Second Ełition, with Obser pations on the Rev. J. S. CLARRE's,

and John M'ARTHUR's, Esq. Life of Lord Nelson; and a previous

Correspondence on that Subject.

THE copious extracts which we have given, in earlier volumes of our

** work," from the first edition of Captain Foote's pamphlet, preclude

s from again entering into a review of his conduct, in the Bay of Naples;

particularly as we cousider it, and as it is now generally allowed to have

been, in every scnse of the word, unimpeachable. The sºcond edition, now

before us, has been produced in consequence of certain remarks in Mr.

Clarke's and M'Arthur's Life of Lord Nelson, which Captain Foote considers

to be injurious to his professional character.
-

“The more deeply the mind of a man is impressed by any disgraceful

conduct in the actions of another person," says Captain Foote, “the more

anxious he must be to avert from himself the odium or criminality that

might attach to that conduct. Such sentiments, and the avowal of the

authors of the splendid life of Lord Nelson, “that my vindication had be

come scarce," urges ſurge] me to presume so far on the indulgence of the

public, as to present this second edition, with the greatest part of the

correspondence which passed between the Rev. J. S. Clarke and Inyself, on

the subject of his publication; together with such additions as have been

drawn from me by the manner in which the affairs in the Bay of Naples, in

the year 1799, have been treated in that work. If the transactions in

question had bech less important, if they had not imprinted an indelible

stain somewhere, and if they had not drawn forth the animadversions of

conspicuous characters, I might have been silent; but, when the result of

.*hat was done at that time involved the faith of a country celebrated for

its untainted honour, it was impossible 1 should suffer so intolerable a load

to be laid either on my intellects, or my integrity.” -

This pamphlet is divided into four parts:–Vindication, First Part;

Correspondence with the Rev. J. S. Clarke; Vindication, Second Part, or

Additions in: this new Edition ; and Appendia, containing Letters, Capitul

tions, &c.—The first and fourth parts were comprised in the former

edition; consequently, it is only to the second and third, that our attention

is now directed.

Captain Foote informs us, that his acquaintance with the Rev. J. S.

Clarke began, upon the desire of that gentleman to communicate with him

* I'ld, Sival Cunoxicit, Vol. XVIII. page 321; and Vol. XIX. page

! .º.
-
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on the affairs in Naples Bay, in 1799; and that, to justify the appeal here

made to the public, he has found himself obliged to submit great part of the

letters which passed between them.—We must confess that we decidedly

object to the practice, which has of late been very common, of publishing

private correspondence; for, with private correspondence the public have

nothing to do ; though, if it be forced upon their notice, their animadver

sions – perhaps not very agreeable to the parties—must be expected. It is

fair, however, that we should listen to Captain Foote's “vindication" of

this part of his “conduct.”—“ Iu this Correspondence,” says he, “I have

omitted whatever might concern either persons or things unconnected with

the late publication ; and, whatever may be said treating these letters as

confidential, the readers will judge how far such a term would justify my

withholding what seems so necessary to set the whole of the conduct of the

authors of this attractive publication in a clear point of view, upon the only

occasions on which the character of Admiral Lord Nelson has been found

materially deſcetive.”

The correspondence between Mr. Clarke and Captain Foote commences

with a letter from the former, dated February 23, 1807, in which the writer

acknowledges the receipt of a packet from Captain F. and informs him

that it is his wish, that the whole of what he should publish, respecting the

proceedings in the Bay of Naples, should be laid before Captain F. previously

to publication, for him to alter, and to add to, as he may judge proper.

Mr. Clarke adds, that the opinion which he had then formed was briefly

this :-

“First; on the 18th of June, or perhap, the next day, you (Captain

Foote) received that most insolent and verbal reply from the Commandant

of Uovo; ‘Eloignez-vouz, citoyen vite vite l’ This you sent to Lord

Nelson, who probably was some days before he received it. The insolence

of the French Commandant was particularly calculated to set his natural,

and nost commendable hatred of Frenchmen, and particularly of Republi

cans, into a flame : in this state of mind he proceeds from Sicily, on board

the Foudroyant, to the Bay of Naples. You, Sir, in the mean time, from

prudential motives, and by your own declaration, contrary to your real

sentiments, had signed the capitulation of Uovo and Nuovo, on the 23d of

June, adding an admirable clause—to the Chevalier Micheroux :—‘Jc dois

vous prevenir cependant que peu instruits des usages, et des prerogatives

des nations relativenent aux traités, et aux signatures, je reclame contre

tout ce qui pourroit etre contraire aux droits desa Majesté Britannique, ou

de la nation Angloise; ' which you thus further explain in the statement of

your conduct to Lord Nelson — I signed the capitulation, lest, on a

reverse of fortune, or the arrival of the enemy's fleet, it might have been

asserted, that my refusal was the cause of such misfortunes as might occur;

and, because I considered that the Cardinal was acquainted with the will

and intention of his sovereign ; and the Count de Thurn had told me, that

the Chevalier de Micheroux was authorized to act in a diplomatique cha

racter.’ º

ºau, &bron, Gigi, XXIII. 2 s
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“Second; in the mean time, Lord Nelson, with his mind highly irritated

by the insult which you had received from Micheroux, enters the Bay of

Naples, with its Sovereign on board: with whose will the Cardinal had

not been acquainted, but had acted directly contrary to it.

“Lord Nelson, as commander-in-chief, and therefore the representa

tive of his Britannic Majesty, felt that your signature of the capitulation,

though done from the best motives, was in his opinion contrary to the rights

of his sovereign ; and therefore he, by signal, annulled the truce, the flag of

which was yet flying; and which the clause you had so sensibly inserted,

enabled Lord Nelson to do, without committing tither his own honour,

or that of his sovereign, or of casting the least reflection on your cha

racter.

“Third; the King possesses the right of annulling the sentence of any

court of justice, and even of a court martial, after such sentence shall have

been signed by the president and all the captains, without any injury to the

character either of the president or the captains.

“Lord Nelson, as the representative of the King, and with the King of

Naples on board, had certainly an equal power; the rebels were in conse

quence given up to the Neapolitan laws; and if they suffered too severely

for rebels, and beyond what the rest had done, they must blame the dupli

city of the Cardinal, and the insolenee of the message of the Commandant;

which by his own followers was deemed so repugnant to every feeling of

honour, and the laws of war, as to have been the cause of his dismissal from

the command.

“All the other capitulations from all the other forts in Naples, were

faithfully and strictly observed by the English, because French influence

had not produced a similar degree of insolence from their commanders.

“Such, dear Sir, are my leading ideas at present on this most diffi

cult and delicate subject; yet still there is one circumstance on which I

desire information; why were the prisoners in the castles of Uovo and

Nuovo treated so very severely 2 and pray what did actually take place

afterwards? Were the greater pait hanged on board Neapolitan ships ?

Were they tried on board our ships by Neapolitan laws —If you could find

time to draw up a memoir of all that happened whilst you remained on that

station, it would make an interesting part of the life; for you must remem

ber many things that Nelson said and did, which otherwise will be lost.”

In a postscript to th’s letter, Mr. Clarke informs Captain Foote, that he

1 as heard that Harrison is going to publish a second edition of the book

which originally caled forth Captain Foote's “Vindication.”—We really

are surprised that the notice of either of these gentlemen should be so much

engaged by such a trumpery, catch-penny publication. -

Captain Foote, in his answer, writes as follows, under the date of

March 11 :-

“Your liberal and candid manner of acting towards me, demands the

like conduct on my part, and I shall therefore, dear Sir, honestly tell you,

•
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that I cannot see Lord Nelson's conduct relative to annulling the capitula

tion I had signed, in the same point of view that you do.

“The Commandant of Uovo was not a Frenchman, and as his compa

nions in affliction had at the time shown every mark of disapprobation of

his conduct, it was hard they should suffer for his misbehaviour; besides,

my signing the Capitulation did away the circumstance altogether. Neither

could the unfortunate garrisons of these castles be in any way responsible

for the disrespectful or improper conduct of the Chevalier Micheroux, as he

was acting on the contrary side; and again, I must observe, that my signing

the Capitulation does away all that can be said on that head.

“Though I certainly disapproved of Cardinal Ruffo's indecision, and pro

crastination, and was not well pleased with the Chevalier Micheroux's con

duct, yet I had, a few days before, strongly recommended to the Cardinal

to try to get possession of the castles, by granting favourable terms to their

garrisons, for reasons which you must have seen in my letters or papers.

“The attention you are now necessarily obliged to give to the first and

second part of your work, has prevented your observing that Lord Nelson

ordered me, on the twenty-eighth of June, 1799, to proceed to Palermo in

the Seahorse, for the purpose of embarking their Sicilian Majesties; and

though their Majesties preferred going to Naples in their own frigate, the

Sirena, (lest, as General Acton told une, they might offend the few Neapo

litan naval officers who had remained faithful to them) yet their Sicilian

Majesties requested me to embark their treasure and staff, and to convoy

them ; and being thus under my convoy, their Majesties arrived in Naples

Bay on the 8th of July; consequently the King of Naples was not on

board the Foudroyant when that ship entered Naples Bay on the 24th ºf

June, unless Lady Hamilton possessed the power of representing that

Sovereign in every point ºf view.

“ Lord Nelson was not commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean; he

had no commission of the kind, but was acting under the orders of Earl St.

Vincent; and notwithstanding all you say on the subject, I am convinced

Lord St. Vincent himself could not have broken the Capitulation I had

signed, without disgracing the British nation by a breach of good faith !

“I am aware of our Sovereign's power as the head of all jurisprudence,

but his Majesty's power does not extend to the enemies of his country;

and capitulations have ever been sacred; otherwise, how could any

foreign powcr ever conſide in any other person than the King of Great

Britain, or his imiuediate ambassador? for no other could grant a capitula

tion, but what some superior might annul; besides, in our own country, I

believe, the Sovereign rarely, or [iſ] ever uses his prerogative to enforce the

severity of a sentence; or, if his Majesty annulled the sentence of a court

martial, declaring it was infamous, his Majesty would certainly injure the

characters of the members who couposed the court.

“Except with Fort St. Elino, no capitulation was granted at Naples by

Lord Nelson that I know of. As I finally left Naples Bay on the 11th of

July, I was not a witness of the disgraceful scenes that passed, though I

have been made acquainted with most of them by those who were. I believe



316 NAVAL LITERATURE.

it is but too true that the garrisons of Covo and Nuovo were taken out of

those castles under the pretence of putting the Capitulation I had signed

into execution, (which, after having annulled the treaty, must appear truly

singular ; and that some of those unfortunate people were treated with

great severity: none of them suffered death on board of the British ships,

but Carraccioli was tried on board the Foudroyant, bearing Lord Nelson's flag

by Neapolitan ºfficers.

“Be assured, dear Sir, that the less is said about Lord Nelson's conduct

in the Bay of Naples, the better; for, however great and noble on most

occasions, his lordship was at that time absolutely infatuated '''

In Mr. Clarke's next letter, dated April 21, 1807, he wishes to have it

understood, that the remarks which he had formerly submitted, were not to

be regarded as expressing his “ultimate opinion on the very delicate and

very difficult subject of Lord Nelson's proceedings in the Bay of Naples.”—

Alluding to Captain Foote's expressed intention of answering Harrison's

book, Mr. Clarke says:– -

“It is not for me, Sir, to presume to recommend you how to act; but

allow me to say, that you seem to make Harrison of too much importance,

if you answer him so decidedly as you intend. Every thing that I can say,

to meet your feelings, shall be said in the Life; and besides this, if you wish

to take a more decided method, if you will send me a memoir of your pro

fessional life and services, I will draw it up, and send it to a work which

myself and Admiral Payne originally brought forward—the Naval

Chronicle. This would be attended with no expense to you, and with

little trouble; and thus, without your ostensibly coining forward, you

would completely counteract Harrison's wretched insinuation.”

we must here beg leave to observe, that this is the very first time that we

ever heard of Admiral Payne" having had any thing to do with the Naval

Chronicle. Mr. Clarke, indeed, in a highly creditable manner, edited

the three first volumes of the work, and formed the plan and arrangement

which has since been continued for so many years: and in this he was pro

bably assisted by the advice and experielce of Admiral Payne, and of

other naval officers.

From May 12, 1807, the date of Captain Foote's answer to the letter

from which we have just quoted, till January 31, 1809, no farther epistolary

intercourse appears between him and Mr. Clarke. In a communication of

the latter date, Mr. Clarke thus writes:—

“I found the transactions in the Bay of Naples extend through such a

variety of papers, and embrace so many objects, that it was in vain to

think of sending you them, I trust, however, that I have throughout kept

* A biographical memoir of the late Admiral John Willet Payne, will be

found in the third Volume of The Naval Chronicle, commencing at

Page !,
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your private feelings in view, and have faithfully remembered all that passed

in the conversation we had together.

“I must, however, acknowledge, that when I had gone over the mass of

papers I had obtained, I could not bring myself to think, that Lord Nelson

was so much to blame as you, and Lord Keith, and many others, thought

him. I have, however, candidly, and I trust to you satisfactorily, stated

both sides of the question ; and I assure you, if you had been my brother,

I could not have taken more pains to gratify your ſcolings: and, as I

hope to meet your approbation, I now wish to send the rough sheets

respecting that part of Nelson's Life, that you may read them over; and I

will then, if by any inadvertency or omission I have erred, take care to

supply the deficiency, on your pointing it out, in the Appendix."

Captain Foote afterwards declines the offer of any insertion in the Appen

dir, as of inferior effect to what might be contained in the text; and, insist

ing that he could not have been imposed on by Cardinal Ruffo, as insinu

ated in the two sheets which had been submitted to his inspection, he

apprizes Mr. Clarke of his intention “to associate” his “Vindication” with

the “Life of Lord Nelson,” about to be published.

The succeeding part of the correspondence evinces a radical difference

of opinion between the writers, respecting the conduct of Lord Nelson;

and Captain Foote, considering the attempted vindication of his fordship,

as reflecting a degree of obloquy on lis own proceedings, persists in his

intention of appealing to the public. Ilis last note to this effect is dated on

the 7th of June, 1809; when he observes that he shall wait, until he shall

have carefully perused the whole of Messrs. Clarke and M'Arthur's

work. -

As we have already observed, we entertain no doubt as to the correct

ness of Captain Foote's proceedings, in the Bay of Naples; and, certainly,

he was at full liberty to controvert any statement which might be made,

militating against the soundness of his judgment, or the integrity of his con

duct. In the publication of the correspondence now before us, however,

we cannot think him altogether justifiable. Mr. Clarke's letters were evi

dently written in confidence; some of them bear unquestionable marks of

haste, and anxiety in the writer; and he never could have entertained the

remotest idea, that any of them would be obtruded on the public eye. If

hterary men, above all others, are to have their private and confidential

letters thus dragged forth to public view, it is enough to make them fearful

of trusting pen to paper; or, what is worse, it may induce them, in their

epistolary communications, to adopt a constrained and jesuitical mode of

expression, totally at variance with the practice and feeling of honourable

1minds. -

As a matter of opinion, if Mr. Clarke considered the conduct of Lord

Nelson to be defensible, he had a right to defend it; and if, by the pro

mulgation of that defence, Captain Foote felt himself aggrieved, that gen

tleman had an equal right to submit his case to the public; but we cannot

conceive that, in such an instance as the present, one man is entitled
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to publish the confidential letters of another, without the writer's

consent. -

Our remarks upon the second part of “Captain Foote's Vindication,”

published in consequence of the observations in Clarke and M'Arthur's

“Life of Lord Nelson,” must necessarily be postponed.

(To be continued.)

***

The Life of Admiral Lord Nelson, K.B. from his Lordship's MSS. by the

Rev. JAMES STANIER CLARKE, F.R.S. Librarian to the Prince, and

Chaplain of his Royal Highness's Household ; and Joh N M'ARTHUR,

Esq. LL.D. late Secretary to Admiral Lord Viscount Hood. Two

Volumes, imperial quarto. Dedicated, by permission, to his Rºyal High

ness the Prince.—Cadell and Davies.

[Continued from Vol. XXII. page 495.]

QUT to return to our review of the principal military achievements of

Nelson. At page 201, is given an account of Admiral Hotham's

action in the Mediterranean, written by Captain Nelson, beginning from

the 8th of March, 1795. We cannot but commend the disposition, which

appears throughout the whole of this Life, to respect as far as is consistent

with truth, the professional fame and character of other naval officers.

After furnishing a most impartial account of this event, drawn up by the

galiant captain of the Agamemnon, the following observations by him are

inserted, preserved in letters to Captain Locker, and Mrs. Nelson. To the

first captain he wrote as follows—“You will have heard of our brush with

the Frenchfleet, a battle it cannot be called, as the enemy would not give us

an opportunity of closing with them ; if they had, I have no doubt, from

the zeal and gallantry that was endeavoured to be shewn by each individual,

we should have obtained a most glorious conquest. Adumiral Hotham has

had much to contend with : a flect half-manued, and in every respect

inferior to the enemy ; Italy calling him to her defence ; our newly

acquired kingdom (Corsica) crying out night and 1aain; our reinforce

ments and convoy hourly capccted; and all to be done with a force by no

means adequate to these services. The French were sent out as to a certain

conquest; their orders were positive, to search out our fleet, and to destroy

us, of which they had no doubt, if we presumed to come to action with

them; their troops were then to have been landed, and Corsica retaken.

However, thank God, all is reversed (page 205).” The other letter, to his

wife, is thus introduced :-(page 2009 “Captain Nelson was disappointed

in his sanguine hopes of falling in with some of the enemy's ships, that had

not becil able to gain their ports, and his zealous mind, irritated at their

escape, thus in imagination fought the late action over again, with the

command vested in himself. “Fiorenzo, April 1, 1795, I am absolutely,

my dearest Fanny, at this moment in the horrors, feating, from our idling

here, that the active enemy may send out two or three sail of the line, and
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some frigates, to intercept our convoy, which is momentarily expected. In

short, I wish to be an admiral, and in the command of the English fleet; I

should very soon either do much, or be ruined. My disposition cannot

bear taine and slow measures. Sure I am, had I commanded our fleet on

the 14th, that either the whole French fleet would have graced my triumph,

or I should have been in a confounded scrape. I went on board Admiral

Hotham as soon as our firing grew slack in the van and the Ca Ira and

Censeur had struck, to propose to him leaving our two crippled ships, the

two prizes, and four frigates, to themselves, and to pursue the enemy ; but

he, much cooler than myself, said, “We must be contented, we have done

very well.”—Now, had we taken ten sail, and had allowed the eleventh to

escape, when it had been possible to have got at her, I could never have

called it well done. Goodall backed me, I got him to write to the admiral,

but it would not do: we should have had such a day as I believe the annals

of England never produced. I verily think, if the admiral can get hold of

them once more, and be does but get us close enough, that we shall have

the whole fleet. Nothing can stop the courage of English seamen. I may

venture to tell you, but as a secret, that I have a mistress given to me, no

less a personage than the goddess Belioma, so say the French verses made

on me, and in them I am so covered with laurels, that you would hardly

find iny sallow face. At one period I am the dear Welson, the amiable Nel

son, the fiery Nelson ; however nonsensical these expressions are, they are

better than censure, and we are all subject and open to flattery.”—In a

subsequent letter to Captain Locker, Nelson gave the following testimony to

the merit of the late Mr. Charnock's work, in five Volumes, Biographia

Navalis, “From the little I have seen of Mr. Charnock's book, I think it a

good thing, it will perpetuate the name of many a brave officer, whose ser

vices would otherwise be forgotten.”

It is an extraordinary circumstance, and one that is well worthy of the

attention of our valuable Correspondent A. F. Y. that no allowance is ever

made to such of our brave naval officers as are obliged to serve with the

army on shore, similar to what the officers in the latter service receive.

An instance of this occurred in Nelson's life during the year 1795 (Vol. I,

page 212). “The little notice which his sanguine roind imagined had

been taken of his arduous services, at the sieges of Bastia and Calvi,

weighed at this time considerably on his thoughts. The additional expense

which voluntary offers to serve on shore had occasioned, certainly deserved

some remuneration: during four months of hard service in that hot climate,

all his ship furniture, (from his own acknowledgment) owing to the move

ments of a camp, was totally lost. Accordingly, on the 8th of April, he

addressed a letter to the Hon. W. Wyndham, then secretary at war; in

which Nelson said, ‘I have been waiting for Lord Hood's arrival in these

seas, that his lordship might have supported my application for an allow

ance, which, I believe, from my present length of service on shore, will be

considered as just.” After recapitulating his various and fatiguing ser

vices at the sieges of Bastia and Calvi, he added, “I trust I do not ask an

improper thing, when I request, that the same allowance may be inade to



320 NAVAL LITERATURE.

me, as would be made to a land officer of my rank; which, situated as I

was, would be that of a brigadier-general, or else, my additional expenses

paid me. I have stated my case, Sir, plainly, and leave it to your wisdom

to act in it, as is proper.'—Not to interrupt the subsequent narrative,

Mr. Wyndham's answer is in this place subjoined, dated War Office,

July 21, 1795. Sir, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your letter of the 8th of last month, and to acquaint you, that no pay has

ever been issued under the direction, or to the knowledge of this office, to

officers of the navy serving with the army on shore.'

The next great military event in the Life of Nelson, was his co-operation

with the Austrian general, in Vado Bay. On the very first receipt of his

orders on this scrvice, by which his little squadron was to be regulated, we

find him immediately detecting the insufficiency of the orders he had

received, and using every exertion to open the eyes of his government to

those injuries which the general cause sustained by the frauds of Ireutra,

vessels. (Vol. I. page 221–223). And here another most important sub

ject is noticed, which we al-o recommend to the attention of our Corres

pondent, A. F. Y. viz. The great obstacles which are opposed to a captain

of the navy, by his being liable to prosecution for detention and damage,

and the danger of agents becoming bankrupts. Captain Nelson dwells on

this in his letter to Mr. Drake, (pages 219, 220). The whole of his services

in the Vado campaign, had hitherto been little, if at all noticed. He thus

speaks of his entering on this new career, in a letter to Mrs. Nelson, dated

July 24, 1795 —“What changes in my life of activity | Here I am, having

commenced a co-operation with an old Austrian general, almost fancying

myself charging at the head of a troop of horse. Nothing will be wanting

on my part towards the success of the common cause. I have eight sail of

frigates under my command; the service I have to perform is important,

and, as I informed you a few days ago from Genoa, I am acting not only

without the orders of my commander-in-chief, but in some measure con

trary to them. However, I have not only the support of his Majesty's

ministers, both at Turin and Genoa, but a consciousness that I am doing

what is right and proper for the service of our King and Country : political

courage in an officer abroad is as highly mccessary as military courage.

The above-mentioned ministers want the admiral to give me an order to

wear a distinguishing pendant. The Austrian army is' composed of 32,000

of the finest troops I ever saw ; and the general when he gets to Nice, will

have the baton of a field-marshal : What shall I get However, this I can

say, that all I have obtained I owe to myself, and to no one else, and to you

I may add, that my character stands high with almost all Europe; even

the Austrians knew my name perſectly. When I get through this cam

paign, I think, myself, I ought to rest. I hope to God the war will be

over, and that I may return to you in peace and quietness. A little farm,

and my good name, form all my wants and wishes."

It is impossible even to notice the various important inſormation which

the history of this and the subsequent Italian campaign co ſtains. It throws

much light ou many events that had previously been but little known, and
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makes us well acquainted with the character and conduct of the Austrian

commanders. We are also enabled to trace the quickness with which

Nelson foresaw, and the perseverance with which he thwarted the projects

of Buonaparte ; who is thus introduced to the notice of the reader (Vol. I.

page 252) “Such was the general state of Italy, when the destroying

genius of Buonaparte was sent to consuminate its misery. Having through

the means of Barras, and a marriage with the lady he recommended,

obtained the command of the French army in Italy, this young and enter

prising general arrived at his head quarters early in the spring of 1796.

General Beaulieu was appointed, after some time, to the command of the

Emperor's forces, and General Colli continued at the head of the Sardiniºn

troops.”—A general account of the disastrous Italian campaign in the

spring of 1796, is given by Captain Nelson (Vol. I. page 273) in a letter to

H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence, and this is preceded by the following

observations of the biographer. “The age of the Austrian general, Field

Marshall Beaulieu, who was upwards of 70, though, as Nelson obscrves in

one of his letters, he still possessed the fire of youth, which for a short

time changed the character of the campaign, must have rendered him a

very unequal match to the enterprising spirit of Buonaparte, who had

scarcely attained his 26th year. His rapacious love of plunder, and des

perate fortunes, made him prodigal of human blood, and regardless of the

means by which he promoted his own views and the wishes of his republic.

Like Catiline, he possessed a tongue that could explain, and a hand that

could execute. (Eratei censilium ad facinus aptum : consilio auten neque

lingua, neque manus deerat.)” -

After giving with much interest an account of the blockade of Genoa and

Leghorn, and proving, from unquestionable * documents, (Vol. I. page 238)

particularly by two letters from Sir John Jervis to Lord Bute, and Ir.

Secretary Jackson, at Turin, that the French made a custom of selling their

Austrian prisoners to the Spaniards, who transported some of them to their

mines in South America, and selected the best for recruits; we then come

to Captain Nelson's successful attack of the island of Elba, in July, 1796,

(page 297.) On the 15th of August, Nelson was established a commodore,

with a captain under him, when his mind was soon occupied in suggesting

plans for the defence of Corsica against the powerful preparations of the

French ; and also in drawing up spirited remonstrances against the

duplicity and treachery of the Genoese (pages 314—320). Here again

new light is thrown on many important events in the French war; which

it is impossible for us to notice. Commodore Nelson's plan for the

evacuation of Corsica, as sent to Sir J. Jervis, is dated October 3, 1796,

(page 328) and at page 332, an account of the evacuation of Bastia is given

by the commodore, in a letter to H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence ; and

this was succeeded by the evacuation of Porto Ferrajo in the island of

Elba, (page 336) on which service Nelson hoisted his broad pendant

December 10th, 1796, on board the Minerve, Captain G. Cockburn, who

has lately so much distinguished himself in the taking of Martinique.

* l'ide Naval. Chronicle, Vol. I. page 470.

ſ?ab. Ibron. Giol. XX111. - 2 T
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The remaining pages of this interesting Volume are occupied with air

account of the events which led to the battle of the 14th of February, 1797,

and a minute detail of such parts of that action as relate to the gallant

commodore. (Pages 343–359). Nelson's own remarks relative to him.

self, which had already been published, are now given from a more circum

stantial and animated account, which he sent to his friend the Duke of

Clarence, (page 340). We have also the following letter addressed after

the action to his wife, (page 355). “The more I think of our late action

the more I am astonished; it absolutely appears a dream. The Santissima

Trinidad, of four decks, lost 500 killed and wounded; had not my ship

been so cut up, I would have had her ; but it is well, thank God for it.

As to myself, I assure you I never was better, and rich in the praises of

every man, from the highest to the lowest, in the fleet. The Spanish war

will give us a cottage and a piece of ground, which is all I want. I shałł

come one day laughing back, when we will retire from the busy scenes of

life: I do not, however, mean to be a hermit, the Dons will give us a little

money. If my father should at any time wish for any part that is in my

agent's hands, I beg he would always take it; for that would give me more

real pleasure than buying house or land.”

In the course of this splendid edition of Nelson's life, the letters of the

different officers, with whom he served, that were addressed to him, are

occasionally inserted, which enables the reader to judge of their various

characters, and gives a considerable variety to the narrative: and to these

are sometimes added the letters which he received from intimate and early

friends, on the accomplishment of his great military actions; as well as the

praise and parental advice of his aged parent. We shall conclude the

present article, which has extended to a review of Nelson's professional

achievements throughout the first Volume; with a congratulatory ietter

from the wife of his early patron, Admiral Sir Peter Parker, after the

action of the 14th of February, 1797, and with an extract from the

admirable epistle of his father, with which the second Book and first Volume

concludes:—“My dear Nelson, I cannot let Sir Robert Calder sail from

hence (Portsmonth) without writing you a few lines. There are no

expressions in the English language, that I am acquaintcd with, equal to

convey the idea which I have of your gallant and meritorious exertions in

your country's cause upon all occasions. Your conduct on the memorable

14th of February, a proud day for Old England, is above all praise; it

never was, nor ever can be equalled. All that I shall say, is, that your

mother could not have heard of your deeds with more affection, nor could

she be more rejoiced at your personal escape from all the dangers to which

you were exposed on that glorious day. Long may you live, my dear

Nelson, an ornament to your country and your profession, is the sincere

wish of your old commander Sir Peter, and myself, and every branch of

our family. Pray offer my most affectionate regards to your truly able aud

gallant commander-in-chief; he shall henceforth be my Valentine. I must

request you also to remember me to dear good Collingwood in the kindest

manner, I am very happy at the glory he laws gained: remember me also to

|
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George Martin, and the whole of the invincible fifteen that I have the

honour of knowing. God bless you, my dear Nelson, your affectionate and

sincere friend, Margaret Parker.”—His father's letter thus concludes—“A

wise moralist has observed, that even bliss can rise but to a certain pitch, and

this has been verified in me. The height of glory to which your professional

judgment, united with a proper degree of bravery, guarded by Providence,

has raised you, few sons, my dear child, attain to, and fewer fathers live to

see. Tears of joy have involuntarily trickled down my furrowed cheek.

Who could stand the force of such general congratulation? The name and

services of Nelson have sounded throughout the city of Bath, from the com

mon ballad singer to the public theatre. Joy sparkles in every eye, and

desponding Britain draws back her sable veil and smiles. It gives me

inward satisfaction to know, that the laurels you have wreathed, sprung

from those principles and religious truths which alone constitute the hero;

and though a civic crown is all you at present reap, it is to the mind of

inestimable value, and I have no doubt will one day bear a golden apple.”

The remainder of the first division of our review of Nelson's principal

achievements, throughout the second Volume, will, we trust, be comprised

in our next number; and we shall then take a view of his public character

as a naval officer, and of his private one as an individual, from the Volume

before us.

(To be continued.)

£abal 1:30ctrp.

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

FAlco N.Er.

*-
-

EXTRACTS FROM THE DELUSIONS OF HOPE,

A POEM.

Fifty-three Pages, 12mo. Anonymous. 1806. Cadell and Davies.

*...* A copy of this Poem, which has great merit, was sent us some time

since, from a gentleman in the Royal Navy; and we have many apologies

to make to the author, that it has not been noticed before. If we are

correct in our supposition, the author is in the medical department, and

was some time since promoted one of the physicians to the fleet: if this

supposition be correct, we may add, that the goodness both of his head,

and heart, have long merited this advancement, and must add a value

to his compositions.

extr ACTS,

7.

IFAIN would these themes, oft sung, the muse employ ;

For dear to her the thick embowering shade,

The straw-thatched cot, the scene of humble joy,

The artless ballad of the village maid
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Of ruddy cheek, the music of the glade,

Nature's wild song ! and sunburnt whistling swain,

By ample produce of the year repaid:

Hut pity tunes a solitary strain,

Due to the sigh-swola heart, long worn by many a pain.

8.

Oh, unfrequented is the cell where leans

Misfortune o'er the meagre babe she rears,

Barcd is her milkless breast in vain, she weans

Her hectic nursling with a mother's tears;

She cannot sleep, and still-lipped silence hears

All day, and all the night, her restless sigh;

No friendly voice her widowed bosom cheers,

No ray of hope beams in her reddened cye,

Or visits her pale cheek the starting tear to dry.

9.

Orphan of winter, thus the snow-drop peeps,

The first and simplest of the flowery throng;

From the encircling snow it modest creeps,

And rears its head the northern blasts among.

I, like this lonely emblem of my song,

So patient still, though angry storms assail :

For, like the flower, to misery's child belong

The drooping head, and cheek so wond’rous pale,

Cold, shuddering, shelterless, amidst the inclement gale.

Mark where the oak its branching arms extends,

And from the blast yon humble cot defends...

And now they issue from the cottage door,

A healthy round-cheeked progeny, though poor.

Of manners rude, the thoughtless peasant boy,

Whistling unconscious, shares the general joy;

And from the pasture drives the lowing cows

To yon green bank o'erhung with hawthorn boughs,

Where Susan waits, the fairest of the green,

Their eldest pride, and beauty's sylvan queen.

White rise the foaming streamlcts in the pail :

And, as she milks, she sings some artless tale:

“As how, deccived by vows, some luckless maid

Was of her heart by cruel man betrayed; -

Her faithless lover fled far o'cr the sea, .

And left the hapless girl to misery.”

And ever, as she sung, a stealing sigh

Burst from her breast; and in her jetty eye

The dewy gem a moment trembling staid,

Then down her ruddy cheek unbidden strayed.
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Ah may no stranger in poor Susan's breast

E'er cloud her days, or rob her nights of rest.

Sad her bewildered fate, who's doomed to prove

Without return the pangs of secret love.

Like her, I've heard, in some leaf-tangled bower,

The love-lorn nightingale her sorrows pour

The cold night long; and oft the saddening strain

Now paused awhile, and now went on again.

But ah! the little warbler lived not long:

No food she sought, yet still at eve she sung:

Her roving wanderer ne'er returned again,

All day she grieved, all night she mourned in vain;

Then from her once-loved nest away she hied,

Till weary, down she sunk, and shivering died.

PArt II.

On the smooth bosom of the refluent tide,

The ship adventurous ploughs her trackless way,

A towering castle ! But the storm descried,

Whose threat'ning voice the swelling waves obey,

With canvas furled, and stript of banners gay,

She flies before the gale : Thus visions bright

Of hope delusive youthful eyes survey;

But, while they gaze enraptured with delight,

Clouds 'whelm the floating imagery in darkest night.

The following scenery would seem to have been presented to this inge

nious writer, whilst he served on board his Majesty's ship B— in the

Mediterranean :-

39.

There, when at eve the clear-eyed sun resigns

His empire to the silvery-bosomed queen,

The west one sheet of bright vermilion shines,

Where massive rocks, and hills, and vales are seen,

With fairy isles, and azure lakes between ;

And here, and there, some farmer of the skies,

His cottage rears upon a spot of green,

While, scatter'd 'mid the magic landscape, rise

The spring and summer's bloom, and autumn's richer dyes.

62.

For ah! Prosperity's a summer beam,

And changeful as the star-bespangled sky;

Where now the rainbow’s beauteous colours gleam,

And now the rushing storms impetuous fly

O'er the caerulean-bosom'd canopy:

Or as the varying dawn of April, born

With rosy blush, and softly sparkling eye;
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But scarcely short-liv'd smiles her face adorn,

Ere clouds destroy the sunshine of her opening morn.

In speaking of a friendship, which commenced whilst he remained on the

Mediterranean station, the author says

79.

On Nile's fam'd shore, where science, yet a child,

First from her cradle sprung; and fearless threw

Her ardent gaze on the red sun, and smil’d—

Where embryon arts to adolescence grew;

Where sea-nurs’d commerce pointed to the view

Her hundred cities, on the isle-clad wave;

Where the two Epic sires proud Ilion drew,

And where to marble Athens sculpture gave

The breathing bust, and matchless column'd architrave.

80.

Our friendship form'd : and trust me, in my breast

Thy welfare ne'er shall diminution know,

Though absence transient passions lulls to rest,

Though age and grief may strew my hairs with snow,

Thou closer to my heart from time shalt grow. --

The length of these extracts is the best proof of the estimation in which

we hold this Poem, and which we believe it is a first attempt. The following

address, more particularly to those in the British navy, does honour to the

author's heart:

Banish thy breast those passions that declare

The soul contracted, low, ungenerous, blind,

They seek thy laisery: but cherish there

Integrity, and love of human kind,

Whate'er cnnobles and expands the mind;

And would'st thou make a palace of a cell,

Around thy heart O let contentment dwell.

***

ON THE DEATH OF LORD COLLINGWOOD.

W HFN laurel'd Nelsos on Trafalgar's day,

Bcheld his friend to glory lead the way,

With glowing heart, the noble hero cried,

“See GALLANT Col.1,INGwood the LINE divide : *

Such were his words, in exultation given,

Ere VicroRY bore her glorious son to Heaven :

Well was he call'd Gr, Ear Nelson's honour'd friend,

Who shar'd his triumph, and partook his end.
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Each died for ENGLAND-One, in battle's roar;

The other, 'ere he reach'd his native shore.

To both, BRITANN1A, grateful honours yield;

Nelson thy thunderbolt! his friend thy shield !

In the same monument let both appear,

And where you plac'd THE LAUREL-shed The TEAR 1

April 20th, 1810. WILLIAM THOMAS FITZGERALD.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1810.

(March–April./

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

UONAPARTE'S marriage with the Archduchess Maria Louisa, daugh

ter of the Emperor of Austria, took place at Paris on the 1st of April.

Astonishing as it may seem, the Archduke Charles, recently the most formi

dable opponent of the tyrant, officiated as his proxy at the ceremony which

was previously performed at Vienna | 1

An important treaty has been ratified between France and Holland,

which, if our limits will allow, shall be inserted in a subsequent part of this

Volume. From the United Provinces this Treaty separates, and ut,ites to

France, the whole of Zealand, Dutch Brabant, &c formally placing

Buonaparte at the head of the navy, and giving him the administration of

the naval law of all the other provinces, of which Louis is still permitted to

continue the administrator. But the article of most consequence to forcign

powers in this treaty is that which relates to America; by which Buonaparte

places under sequestration not only the American merchandise which has

reached the ceded provinces of Holland, but that too which has been

imported into the rest of the United Provinces, since the beginning of 1809.

All this is to be made over to him as a pledge for the submission of

America—“in order,” as the Treaty states, “ to his disposing thereºf

according to the state of his relations,” with that country.

The Dutch government, we understand, has granted licences to neutrals,

under certain restrictions. º

A Proclamation of the Swedish government directs, that no British

goods shall be admitted into Swedish ports after the 24th of April. Having

acceded to the Continental System, as it is called, Sweden abandons the

right of importing Colonial produce, which was reserved by the Treaty with

Russia, and now agrees to import nothing but salt.

In a late Dutch paper, a very important Decree of the Danish govern

ment is noticed, by which it appears, that the Court of Copenhagen has re

solved to carry into practice the principle, that “fee bottoms make frce

goods.”—It is stated, on the authority of a letter from Copenhagen, that the

Danish Chaucery has issued an order relative to captures and prizes, and

which among various new regulations contains the following:—Letters of
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marque shall henceforth be given only to Danish citizens, and for vessels

carrying guns, and having crews suitably arined. None but experienced

seamen to have the command of privateers. Securities to be given by the

captains for the compensation of damage done by the improper exercise of

their authority. No ship to be taken within the jurisdiction of friendly or

neutral states, which jurisdiction is, according to the common acceptation,

understood to extend one nautical mile from the land. With respect to the

Sound, it is particularly directed that captures shall not be made under the

Swedish batteries, nor within gun-shot of the Swedish coast. Whereas free

ships make free goods, no vessel belonging to a neutral or friendly power can

be detained, to whomsoever the cargo may belong, provided the ship's

papers are found to be good, and the vessel is not laden with contraband of

war for England, or is not in other respects of suspicious character. On the

contrary, if the ship be not free, it follows as a consequence that the cargo

is not free. English ships, smugglers' ships having false papers, 'carrying

goods contraband of war, or sailing under the protection of English convoys

in the North Sea and the Baltic, are good prizes.

A gentleman who recently left Paris has brought an official account from

the American Consulate at that city, of vessels, bearing the flag of the

United States, which have been confiscated or sequestrated in the ports of

France, Spain, Holland, Italy, and Naples, within the last year. They

amount altogether to upwards of 140. These exactions, robberies, and

insults, appear to be endured by the Americag government with a patience

beyond all Christian example. The gentleman alluded to, however, states,

that it was the prevailing opinion at Paris, that war between France and

the United States was inevitable ; hut General Armstrong had not taken

his departure so late as the 12th of April.

The first reports, of Ceuta having beca taken possession of by the

English, were incorrect. That post, however, is now occupied by a British

gairison. “We have frequently pointed out,” says a writer in the Pilor

utwspaper, “since the commencement of the struggle for the independence

of Spain, the value of this post, which, with Gibraltar, assures to Britain the

perfect knowledge and coniinand of the ingress aud egress of the Mcditer

ranean. Its utility in this view has long since struck the provident mind of

that penetrating and able officer, Sir Sidney Smith, who, we believe, re

peatedly made represcitations to government on the subject, during the he

of Mr. Pitt.”

The following extract of a letter from the Cape of Good Hope, dated

January 21, is important:—“The Boadicea frigate arrived here yesterday

from off the Mauritius, where slic left our fleet on the 4th instnut. Slie

brings intelligence of the French frigates, which bad been cruising in the

Indian Scas, having succeeded in getting safe in with four prizes, one appa

rently a large Indianam, which we chased on shore at the Black River; an

unsuccessful attempt had been made by the boats of the fleet to destroy

her. The French fleet that has got safe in, and were chased by our fleet

on the morning of the 2d instant, consists of four frigates, with four prizes,

and as we know of only three French frigates being on this station, vii.
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Bellona, la Manche, and (Enus, some apprehensions are entertained of the

other frigate being the Piedmontaise, which was reported in India to have

been captured by two French frigates. It is however possible, that they

may have been joined by another French frigate from Europe. The

Raisonable is expected here in a few days from the fleet, and by her we

expect to have some further particulars.”

3mperial parliament.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, Mos DAY, Fr BRUAR v 19.

ORD COCHRA NE rose to make a motion, relative to the enormous

expenses incurred in the Admiralty Courts, by the captors of ships, in

getting their prizes condemned, &c. After animadverting on these, and on

numerous other abuses, he observed, that he wished to arrange the papers

he should move for under three heads—those relating to the abuses in the

Admiralty Courts; those relating to compromising the droits of the Crown

and Admiralty; and, lastly, abuses which went to compromise the interests

of Greenwich Hospital. At present he should confine himself to the first of

these.—He therefore concluded with moving for “a copy of proceedings

of the prize agents in the case of condemnation of the Sarah Christiana, and

several other captured ships.” -

Sir William Scott contended, that the Court of Admiralty was not ac

countable for the exorbitance of any charges that might be made by agents'

Though these accounts were lodged in that court, government was not

responsible for them. It was for the noble lord, or any other person who

employed those agents, to examine their accounts, and to complain in the

proper place if they were deemed incorrect.

Sir Charles Pole coincided with the noble lord in many of his animadver

sions on the conduct of the Court of Admiralty, and observed, that it was

no easy matter to get justice from that court. Instead of condemning

vessels in favour of the captors, they were sometimes condemned as droits,

unless the captors consented to pay the 30 per cent. Abuses did exist, and

many of these were owing to the King's proctor being employed only in

cases of prizes taken by ships of war. He saw no reasonable objection that

could be offered to more proctors being employed.

Sir John Nicholl said, he had the authority of the King's advocate, that

his income for ten years had not been at an average more than 7,000l. per

annum, and a large portion of that did not arise from the navy, but from his

other employments in cases of Excise, Customs, &c. The whole he derived

from the navy did not amount to 4,000l. a year; but suppose it were more,

it could not be thought too much, considering the attention, the talents, and

application that were necessary. The King's proctor had no more ſee than

the most insignificant privateer paid to any other proctor, and the fees were

now lower than during the whole period of the American war.

£ab. Tºron, Wol. XXIII. 2 w
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The Chancellor of the Erchequer wished to have an opportunity of dis

cussing the question, but thought it unnecessary to load the table with so

many papers as those moved for by the noble lord. The discussion might be

introduced from any one of the cases mentioned.

Lord Cochrane then moved, that there be laid before the House an

account of the sale of the ship Two Sisters, captured by the Eliza; and a

copy of the authority under which the King's proctor acts, dated the 29th

of March, 1779. --Ordered.

On the motion of Mr. Rose, a copy of an order of his Majesty in Coun

cil, directed to the Lord High Admiral of England, directing the adjudica

tion of captured vessels, was ordered to be produced.

Lord Folkstone called the attention of the Ilouse to the Narrative of the

Army under Lord Chatham in the late Expedition, presented by the

Chancellor of the Exchequer this day to the House. In his opinion, that

document ought not to be received by the lIouse, on account of its irregu

larity. It appeared to have been presented by Lord Chatham into his

Majesty's own hands, instead of being regularly transmitted through a

secretary of state, or the commander-in-chief. It was not authenticated,

and who was to be responsible to the House for its contents?

Sir Home Popham said, the Narrative then before the House, in his opi

nion, reflectcd so strongly on the conduct of a gallant admiral, that no

naval officer would be satisfied with it. Ile had read it with attention, and

one passage went to state, that a change in the intended operations at

Walcheren was one of the causes of the failure of the Expedition. Sir

Richard Strachan had changed the course proposed for landing the troops.

The gallant admiral had, however, submitted his intention to Lord Chat

ham, who had approved of it in toto. He was certain the gallant admiral

would be able to defend his conduct, to the satisfaction of every othcer in

the service, and also prove that he had acted so as to meet the approba

tion of the Noble Earl, who had thrown \'own the apple of discord for the

notice of every naval officer. * *

The Chancellor of the Erchequer at length moved, that the paper should

be referred to the committee, which was agreed to. a

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20.

Mr. Robert S. Dundas moved, that a select committee be appointed to

inquire into the affairs of the East India Company, and to report their

opinion on the same to the House.—Ordered.

FRIDAY, Frbruary 23.

Mr. Whitbread observed, that as he saw more members in the House

than there were this morning, when the examination of Lord Chatham

before the committee closed, he should submit a motion to the House.

Lord Chatham being asked if he had delivered any other papers than those

before the House, his Lordship declined making any answer. Now,

although the House had no power to press Lord Chatham for an answer,

yet the Ilouse might address the King for copies of all papers delivered by

jord Chatham to his Majesty. It was now no longer a matter of dispute
1. * • 1 * * * - - - - - - * * * - * -
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whether an authenticated paper delivered to the King by Lord Chatham

should be laid before it; as the House had already decided in the affirma

tive. It appeared Lord Chatham arrived in England before the termina

tion of the Expedition. In all the despatches sent home by him, there was

not a word against the navy; but, on the contrary, the strongest expressions

9f approbation. In the Narrative, however, given in by him to the King,

he there made such charges against the navy, that the two services were

completely committed; a thing the most ruinous to the interests of the

country that could be conceived. Could there be a greater breach of trust

than thus stating one thing in public, and the contrary in private Had

this Narrative been before the King when the City of London presented its

Address, was it possible to suppose that the King would have returned such

an answer as he did. Now, was it not possible that some other papers

might have been presented to the King, and ministers know nothing of

them. Here was a charge privately made in the King's closet against the

most gallant men in the country. Never was any thing more mischievous

or unconstitutional, than such a secret accusation, and such a system of

favouritism. Who could tell that papers containing more serious accusa

tions were not now lying in the ixing's closet 2 Aud from Lord Chatham's

refusal to answer the question, he was at liberty to inter that such secret

accusations were made ; and in just.ce to Sir R. Strºchan, such papers

ought to be produced.— The IHon. Gentleman then idoved an Aduress to

his Majesty, for the production of such papers.

Mr. Secretary Ryder observed, that there neither was, nor lºad been in

any office under government, any paper or narrative relating to the Expe

dition, except what was already laid before the House. And as he was not

aware of the existence of any such, he wished to ask if the House wanted

to search the private escrutoire of his Majesty (Hear / hear !) There

fore, as there was no ground for such a motion, he could not accede

to it.

Mr. Ponsonby spoke strongly in support of the motion. If the secretary

of state did not know where to find the papers now moved for, pray where

did he find the private paper lately laid before the House Here was now

the person and honour of the Sovereign interposed between him and his

ministers, for the protection of the latter. It was no part of his Majesty's

character to conceal any thing of this kind; but it was done by ministers to

protect their own imbecility ; for it was at once as inconsistent with his

Majesty's character, as it was consonant with the dark intrigues of his

advisers, to carry on such a system of concealment.

Mr. Perceval observed, that the paper already delivered in, was, to his

knowledge, in the hands of the secretary of state before the 15th, and there

fore it was not an official paper, in official custody. But if any other paper

did exist at all, it did not exist in such shape as to enable the officers of the

crown to exercise any power over it. Had he scen the narrative in

question before the answer was given to the City of London, he had now

no hesitation in saying, that there was nothing in it that could have induced

lin to advise the Ring to give any other answer.
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Sir Home Popham said, that much wrong would arise to Sir Richard

Btrachan, if the paper called for was not produced. If ministers would

say, that no such paper existed, he would be satisfied; but if it existed, he

implored the House for the gallant admiral's sake, to agree to the motion :

and he implored ministers to allow the paper to be produced It was said,

the Narrative contained no reflection on the gallant admiral; but he could

assure the House, that the gallant admiral did conceive that a deep reflec

tion had been thrown on him ; and that every officer in the fleet considered

his individual character implicated. (Hear ! hear !) This was a question of

justice to a man who was the idol of the service, and of his country. Who

could tell what further papers might be produced? He cared not in what

bureaus or pigeon-holcs the paper was deposited ; but he knew that it did

exist—every body did believe that it did exist; and every one felt, as if by

one common cause, that the paper ought to be produced. The gallant

admiral had taken him (Sir H. Popham) into his confidence; and he was

now discharging his duty to him, as well as to his country. It appeared by

Sir R. Strachau's letter, that he offered Earl Chatham, if necessary, to go

up to the walls of Flushing, and bombard the town. Was this any proof of

backwardness or delay on the part of the gallant admiral. It appeared that

his letter to Lord Chatham had been secreted for four months. Now, was it

not necessary after this, and other things, to grant the paper called for

General Loftus asked whether, after the letter written by Sir R. Strachan,

on the 17th of September, it was possible for Lord Chatham to do otherwise

than he did? He desired any man to shew that there was the slightest

insinuation against the navy in that statement which the Noble Earl was

obliged to make in his own justification. Sir Richard Strachan had applica

for a copy of the Narrative : but was unable to procure an official copy of

it, and was told that he might have an opportunity of presenting another

Narrative in like manner.

Mr. Tierney, Sir S. Romilly, Mr. Bathurst, and Mr. Canning, supported

the motion; and Mr. R. Ward, Mr. R. Dundus, Sir J. Anstruther, and the

Attorney and Solicitor-Generals opposed it; and, after an able reply from

Mr. Whitbread, the IIouse divided :—For the Address, 173–Against it

171,-Majority against Ministers, 7.

Mon DAY, FEBRUARY 26.

The Chancellor of the Erchequer stated at the Bar, that his Majesty had

been waited on with the Address of the House, respecting the Earl of

Chatham's narrative, and had returned the following answer:-

The Earl of Chathan having requested his Majesty to permit him to pre

sent his Report to his Majesty, and having also requested that his Majesty

would not communicate it for the present, his Majesty received it on the

15th of January last, and kept it till the 10th of this month, when, in con

sequence of a wish having been expressed by the Earl of Chathain, on the

7th of this month, to make some alterations in it, his Majesty returned it to

the Earl of Chatham: The Report as altered was tendered to his Majesty

by the Earl of Chatham on the 14th of this month, when his Majesty di.
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rected it to be delivered to his secretary of state, and his Majesty has not

kept any copy or minute of this Report as delivered at either of these times,

nor has he had at any time, any other Report, Memorandum, Narrative, or

Paper, submitted to him by the Earl of Chatham, relating to the late Expe

dition to the Scheldt.

Mr. Whitbread rose, and desired to know the name of the individual

belonging to his Majesty's councils, who had taken his Majesty's pleasure

on the subject.

Mr. Perceval.—“ I have no º' iection to answer the Hon. Gentleman's

question, and to tell him, that 3m the privy councillor who took his

Majesty's pleasure on that subject.”

FRIDAY, MARCH 2.

Mr. Whitbread observed, that a week had now elapsed, since he had

submitted a proposition to the House, under a suspicion that a general

officer, who was a member of his Majesty's cabinet, had committed an act

of a most improper and unconstitutional nature. He then contended that

it was the right and duty of that House to call for any other papers which

that general officer might have presented to the King, besides the Narrative

already laid before the House. Upon that occasion he was successful:

for the House, to its immortal honour, agreed to address his Majesty in

pursuance of the motion he then made. The answer to that Address was

now before the House; and upon both of these he founded the motion he

was now about to make. It was now well known that John Earl of Chat—

ham, a cabinet minister and a general in the army, did most unconstitu

tionally, and in a secret manner, approach the Royal Person, and make

statements unknown to any of the other ministers; and therefore it became

the House to express the sense it must feel of such conduct. He wished

Gentlemen would compare the evidence given by that Noble Lord, when,

availing himself of his prerogative, he positively refused to speak to

questions which the House would have compelled an ordinary person to

answer. Compare that evidence—that refusal—with the answer given by

his Majesty to the Address, and then let any Gentleman say whether it was

not necessary for the IIouse to dispense equal justice to all parties, by

adopting a different line of proceeding. Here Mr. W. recapitulated the

particulars relative to the delivery of the Narrative to the King, which

Lord C. had presented without consulting his brother officers, or colleagues

in office, as well as the fact of his having got back the paper to make an

alteration in it; and, he asked, who could tell whether that passage, so

altered, did not contain matter of secret charge against some naval officers ?

It had been the glory of latter times, that the naval and military services

should join together heart and hand. During this war of seventeen years

there was no instance to the contrary. In Lord Chatham's public des

patches he praised the conduct of Sir R. Strachan; but at the time when

he found the minister had decided uot to grant inquiry, a few days before

the meeting of Parliament, he cauſe darkly and secretly with a paper stat

bing the Constitution, and stabbing the professional reputation of Sir

R. Strachau; and this also at a time when he knew the colleagues, with
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whom he was bound to act, were ignorant of the contents of the Narrative.

He concluded with moving a resolution recapitulating the acts done by

Lord Chatham, in tendering the Narrative at the various times stated; and

that Lord Chatham by so doing, did unconstitutionally abuse the privilege

of access to his Sovereign, and act in a manner dangerous to the interests

of the country.

Mr. Perceval hoped, for the sake of the consistency of the House, and in

regard to what was due to personal character, it would not pass such a re

solution without due deliberation. The printed evidence had just been put

into the gentlemen's hands, and how could they in the course of this debate,

make up their minds on the subject. He was an advocate for the conduct

of the Noble Lord. (Hear ! hear !)—The delivering the paper in the

manner stated, was not a conduct which he could approve. (Hear ! hear!)

But the Noble Lord could have no malignant motive to hurt the character

of Sir R. Strachan. The situation Lord Chatham stood in, was one, in

which he would not place any man again; namely, that of a cabinet

minister being the commander-in-chief of the army. (Hear ! hear !)—

He concluded by moving, that the debate be adjourned till Monday next.

Mr. Whitbread assented to the proposition, which was ordered ac

cordingly.

Mox DAY, MARCH 5.

Mr. Whitbread moved the order of the day for resuming the debate upon

the following resolutions:—

“That it appears to this House, that John Farl of Chatham, having re

quested his Majesty to permit him to present his Report to his Majesty, and

having also requested that his Majesty would not communicate it for the

present, did, on the 15th of January last, privately transmit to his Majesty

a paper, bearing date the 15th of October preceding, and purporting to be

a Narrative of his proceedings as commander-in-chief of his Majesty's land

forces in the late Expedition to the Scheidt, and that he withheld all

knowledge thereof both from his Majesty's ministers and the admiral com

manding in the said Expedition, whose conduct is materially implicated in

the said Narrative—that the same was, on the 10th of February last, re

turned to him by his Majesty's command, in consequence of his own

request, and that on the 14th of February he again tendered the said Nar

rative to his Majesty, the same having been previously altered by the sup

pression of a paragraph containing matter of opinion, the substance of

which this House, by the examination of the said Earl, has been unable to

aSCertalſ).

“That the Earl of Chatham, by such private communication to his

Majesty, accompanied by such desire of sccrecy, did unconstitutionally

abuse the privilege of access to his Sovereign, and thereby afforded an

example most pernicious in its tendency to his Majesty's service, and the

general interest of the state.”

The motion was opposed by General Crawford, and other members,

chiefly on the ground that the conduct of the Noble Lord had been merely
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that of inadvertency, and not the result of malice, or of a wish to slander

the navy, or to injure any individual in the opinion of his Majesty, or of

his country.

Mr. Stevens, impressed with these ideas, moved the previous question.

Mr. W. Wynne, Mr. Broughman, Lord Temple, Mr. G. Johnstone, Lord

Folkstone, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Ponsonby, supported the motion ; alleging

that the offence of Lord Chatham had been a gross and palpable violation

of the Constitution. -

Mr. Canning, putting all malignant motives, on the part of the Noble

Earl, out of the question, thought the second resolution too severe, and

- therefore suggested the following, as an amendment:-

“That this House sees, with great concern, the Earl of Chatham, as

commander of the forces in the expedition to the Scheldt, should have been

induced to present a Narrative to his Majesty of proceedings, in which the

- name of an officer, who assisted in that service, was contained, without

conveying it through the hands of the responsible servants of the crown; and

that such conduct ought to be marked by the censure of this House, as

, dangerous and pernicious to the crown.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer considered that the most rational way

for the House to deal with the question, would be to say that it would not

discuss it. It did not appear that any act injurious to the Constitution had

followed the presentation of the paper, and therefore there was no ground

for the House to pass its censure.

Mr. Whitbread, in his reply, animadverted, with much point and severity,

on the conduct of ministers. It was certainly very true, he said, that the

opposition wanted to turn ministers out, because they did not believe them

cayable of conducting the affairs of the nation; because such shadows, such

shreds, and remnants of ministers had never been witnessed in this or

any other country. Whatever their wishes might be, they fºund it difficult

indecd to make any impression on those phantoms of ministers. It was

likely to be a very diºcult task indeed to turn them out. They might kill

a man, but it was impossible to kill a phantoin. (A laugh, and hºar I hear !)

Before you can make any effectual impression upon them, you must grind

ti.em to powder. Before you can turn them out, you must completely

extinguish them. The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Perceval) reminded

him of purch in the puppet show, who would never give in while he was

able to jump about, or make a speech against his adversary. --

A division at length took place on the previous question—Ayas, 188–-

Noes, 221.—Majority against ministers, 33.

Mr. Canning, after the previous question was negatived, pressed the

amendment he had before suggested, when Mr. Whiſ bread conscuted to

withdraw his second resolution, and the amendment of Mr. Canning was

adopted, without a division, in its stead. -

wedN Espar, MARch 7.

Mr. Croker presented Sir R. Strachau's Narrative, ia answer to that of

|Lord Chathain, - -
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Thursday, MARch 8.

Mr. Perceval stated, that Lord Chatham had tendered his resignation to

the King on the preceding day, which his Majesty had been graciously

pleased to accept.

FRIDAY, MARch 9.

Lord Cochrane, on rising to move for certain papers relating to the con

demnation of four vessels which he named, observed, that the captain who

took them had been obliged to pay a sum of 900l. to the King's proctor

before the cause could be proceeded in. He also declared it to be his

opinion, that if justice was done to the navy, and things put upon a proper

footing, one frigate and two or three cutters would more effectually protect

our trade, and annoy that of the enemy, than the whole of the Channel

fleet. He himself saw 75 of the enemy's merchant vessels sailing along their

coast in perfect safety, within sight of Lord Gambier's fleet.

The motion was carried. -

In a Committee of Supply, the sum of 900,000l. was voted, for the pay

ment of 30,000 Portuguese troops, to assist in the defence of the

Peninsula.

MoxDAY, MARch 12.

Mr. Broughan moved, “That an humble address be presented to his

Majesty, praying that he would be graciously pleased to order that copies

of all communications received from the ministers of Spain, Portugal, and

Sweden, and of all instructions given to our residents at those Courts on the

'subject of the Slave trade, be laid before the House.”—Ordered.

Mox DAY, MARCH 19.

In a debate upon the Finance Resolutions, some allusions were made to

the droits of Admiralty; in consequence of which Sir J. Newport expressed

a wish to know how the Danish vessels seized in our ports had been dis–

posed of. They were detained in our harbours, whither they had come in

perfect confidence of security, and our detention of them was nothing less

than legalised piracy.

Sir John Nicol said, that no determination had yet taken place with

respect to the Danish ships taken before the commencement of hostilities

between the two countries. -

TUESDAY, MARch 20

Sir C. M. Pole moved for the production of certain papers, respecting the

case of Admiral Montagu's son ; which from the explanation of Mr.

Ward appeared to be as follows:–By the constitution of the Naval

Academy at Portsmouth, every young man who had been three years in the

academy, and three years afloat, was entitled on examination to pass as a

lieutenant in the navy. In 1806, the plan of a Naval College was adopted

in its stead, by which young men were to go through a particular course of

education, without any specific time being fixed, and having been four years

afloat, they were then entitled to pass as lieutenants. The Naval College

was not, however, actually in existence till 1808, and the Naval Academy,
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at which Mr. Montagu was educated, subsisted till that time. But when

the above regulations were passed by an Order in Council with regard to the

Naval College, by an inadvertence, no provision was made for those young

gentlemen who had been at the Naval Academy between 1806 and 1908.

In consequence of this, it did happen that Mr. Montagu, when with the

Mediterranean fleet in October 1800, did present himself to the examining

captains to pass as lieutenant, and they conceived it their duty to take this

exception, that he had not served four years afloat, as was required by the

new regulations. Adairal Montagu, on hearing this, took a very natural

interest in the case of his son, and wrote up to the Admiralty for redress.

The case was twice, in different shapes, laid before the Council for the

Admiralty, who stated it as his opinion, that however unfortunate the cir

cumstance might be, the law was still in the teeth of any redress being

obtained. It was at last submitted to the Attorney and Solicitºr General,

and a very few days ago he had received an opinion from these high autho

rities, that Admiral Montagu's son was entitled to pass. In consequence

of this, Lord Mulgrave had decided that he should be allowed to take rate

with a priority, dated from the time when he presented himself to be

examined in the Mediterranean. This would completely put Mr. Montagu

in the situation be ought to have stood in, if appointed in October 1809.-

in consequence of this explanation, the Hon. Baronet at length withdrew

his motion.

~~~~

3Lttter; tım ºtºire,

Copied verbatim from the LowLos Gazette,

-*-

AnMrſ. Atty-office, rebruary 17, 1810.

A DMIRAL LORD GAMBIER has transmitted to John Wilson Cro:

* . ker, Esq. a letter from Captain Kerr, of his Majesty's ship Unicorn,

stating the capture, on the 3d instant, of le Gascot, French privateer, of six

tecn guns and one hundred and thirteen men, out two days from Bayonne

without making anv prize. -

And also two letters from the Honourable Captain Aylmer, of his

Majesty's ship Narcissus, giving an account of his having captured, on the

19th of last month, the Duguay Trouin French priva cer, of fourteen guus

(thrown overboard) and seventy-five men; and on the 5th instant, another

called the Aimable Josephine, of fourteen guns and one hundred and five

men; a brig which had been captured by the former, was also retaken by
the Narcissus.

FEBRUARY 27, 1810.

Ertract of a Letter from Captain Marcell, ºf hi. Majesty's Sloop ille

Royalist, addressed to Vice-admiral Campbell, and tra...suitted by the

(alter to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Sloºp Rova'is', in the Downs,
SIR, February 24, 1919.

I have the honour to acquaint you, of his Majesty's sloop Royalist, under

my command, having captured, after a chase of one hour, the French lug

£au, QIpron, Ciof, XXIII. 2 *
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ger privateer Prince Fugong, of 14 guns and 55 men: sailed from Boulogne

on the same dav, in company with three others, without, I am happy to

add, having made any captures.

MARch 10,

Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood has transmitted to John Wilson Croker,

Esq. a letter from Captain Ferguson, of his Majesty's sloop Pylades, giving

an account of his having, on the 14th of December last, captured the

French privateer l'Aigle, often carriage guns and four swivels, with a com

plement of eighty men: -

And one from Captain Harvey, of his Majesty's sloop Cephalus, stating

the capture, on the 11th of January, of the French settee privateer Le

Scipion, of four guns and sixty-nine inen, on her first cruise from Genoa.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Prescott, of his Majesty's Sloop Weazle, to

Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, Commander-in-chief of his Majesty's Ships

and Vessels in the Mediterranean, dated off Toro, the 25th December,

1809, and transmitted by his Lordship to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

My Lorp,

I have great pleasure in acquainting your lordship, that his Majesty's

sloop under my command, has this moment captured a polacre rigged cor

vette privateer, of Marseilles, called L'Eole, pierced for twenty guns, but

mounting fourteen long eights and sixes, and one hundred and forty men,

after an anxious chase of nine hours, and a gallant and obstinate resistance

of one hour and a half. The conduct of Mr. Davis, the first lieutenant,

and that of the other officers, petty officers, and crew of the Weasle on this

occasion, was such as to merit great praise. I have stated underneath an

account of the killed and wounded in the Weazle and L'Eole.

I have the honour to be, &c

H. PRESCOTT.

Weasle.—william Freke, private marine, killed; George Scage, able

seaman, badly wounded. .

L'Eole.—Five killed, nine wounded, - -

MARCH 13. -

Copy of a Letter from Captain Keen, of his Majesty's Sloop the Echº,

addressed to Vice-admiral Campbell, and transmitted by the latter to John

Wilson Croker, Esq.

SI R, His Majesty's Sloop Echo, Downes, March 12, 1810.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that his Majesty's sloop under my command

captured the French lugger privateer Capriciaux, yesterday, off Dieppe.

During the chase she threw the whole of her guns (sixteen) overboard.

I have the honour to be, &c.

ROBERT KEEN.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Selby, of his Majesty's Ship Owen Glendour,

addressed to Lord Amelius Beauclerk, Captain of the Royal Oak, and

transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. by Admiral Sir Roger Curtis.

His Majesty's Ship Owen Glendour, at Sea,

MY LoftD, March 10, 1810.

I have to acquaint you, that I this day, at half-past noon, fell in with a

French privatcer lugger, in the act of boarding a schooner, which, after a

short chase of an hour and a half, I had the good fortune to capture; not,

however, until she had received a vast number of shot, by which two mem

were killed and three wounded, and the lugger nearly half full of water.

She proves to be la Camille, belonging to Boulogne, pierced for fourteen
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guns, six of which were mounted, and the rest in the hold, and manned

with fifty-eight men. She sailed from Cherbourg only six hours previous to

her being in our possession, and had made one capture, an English

schooner, the Fame, of London, William Proper, master, from Lisbon

bound to London, laden with fruit. I have, &c.

-
W. SELBY.

N.B. The schooner above-mentioned has been recaptured by his

Majesty's ship Diana.

LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

ADMIRALTY-of FICE, MARCH 15.

Despatches, of which the following are copies, were this morning re

ceived at this office, by Captain Stanfell, of his Majesty's sloop the Scor

pion, from Vice-admiral the Hon. Sir Alexander Cochrane, K.B. com

mander-in-chief of his Majesty's ships and vessels at the Leeward Islands,

addressed to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

SIR, Pompee, Basseterre, Guadaloupe, February 8, 1810.

Having, on the 10th of January, left the charge of the blockade of the

island of Guadaloupe to the senior captain then present, I proceeded to

Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, where I arrived on the following night; and

upon consulting with his Excellency Lieutenant-general Sir George Beck

with, the commander of the forces, no time was lost in embarking the

artillery and stores, and in sending the ships of war to collect the troops

from the several islands and colonies in this command, intended to be em

ployed on the attack of Guadaloupe, all of which I directed to rendezvous

in Prince Rupert's Bay, Dominica.

On the 22d of January, our arrangements being completed, and the

lieutenant-general with his staff embarked on board this ship, together with

Major-general Hislop, Brigadier-general IIarcourt, and all the heads of

departments, we proceeded with several transports and hired armed vessels

to the rendezvous, where, on my arrival on the 24th, I had the pleasure to

see all the ships assembled, or in sight of the anchorage, with the exception

of three or four transports having troops on board, which I however sent

out frigates to tow in, and they all met us at Guadaloupe in time to give

their assistance. -

The army being divided into two divisions and a rescrve, I ordered

Commodore Ballard, of the Sceptre, about eight o'clºck on the 26th, to go

on to the Saintes, with the second division, commanded by Brigadier

general Harcourt, to arrange there for the debarkation.

As soon as the second division had left Prince Rupert's, I ordered the

first to get under weigh, and follow the Pompee; and about noon of the

27th, we anchored off Gosier, Guadaloupe, where having hoisted out all

the boats, the troops of this division, under the command of Major-general

Hisiop, and under the immediate superintendance of the commander of the

forces, left the ships about four o'clock in the morning of the 28th, and

proceeded under the orders of Commodore Fahie, to the village of St.

Mary, where they landed without opposition at nine, and soon after moved

onwards to Capesterre, in the road to Trois Rivieres. -

While this division was advancing, I sent directions to Commodore

Ballard, to get under weigh from the Saintes with his division, to draw the

enemy's attention, by a feint, upon Trois Rivieres, by which the enemy was

deterred from opposing the progress of the troops through the difficult pass

of Trochien: and after the close of the day he was ordered to land the

troops to the northward of Basseterre, which he cffected, without opposition,



3 40 NA v.A.L. History of THE PRESENT YEAR, 1810.

about three leagues distant from the town, when they marched in a direction

for the enemy’s right.

I followe: along the shore in this ship the route of the principal division,

which enabled me to keep up a constant communication with Sir George

Beckwith, and about noon anchored in the bay of Trois Itiveires, the enemy

having evacuatcºt all his batteries as the army advanced.

On the 2d of February, five days provisioſis having been prepared for the

troops, they procºded on to the heights of Paliniste, and the shºpping

anchored again about two miles tº, the northward of Basseterre. At half

past six o'clock in the af cynoon, on my appearing off the town, the chiefs

of the provisional government sent off a fi : of truce to in lore safety for

themselves and the town: to which rollied, by assuring the iniyabitants

that their persons and property should be protected and held inviolable,

provided they gave up the ſorts which commanded the town; but on their

sending off a second time to say they had no power or control over the

troops garrisonitº: thein, and that there were only peaceable and defenceless

inhabitants in Basseterre, I forebore to fire on the forts, for fear of

injuring the town; but on the following day, at two o'clock, I sent Commo

dore Fahie with detachments of marines from all the ships, to march in and

take possession of it, and to guard all the avenues leading to the forts, so

as to keep the enemy's troops in then in check, which service was performed

greatly to my satisfaction.

In the fore noon of this day (the 3d) we saw from the ships, Brigadier

general Harcourt's division warmly engaged with the enemy, who was

beaten back with considerable loss; and in the evening, the reserve, under

Brigadier-general Wale, having turned and beat the enemy's left in the

mountains above Matouba, and gained his most important pass, it alarmed

him so much, and also being astonished by the vigour of the attacks of the

British troops or each side, he on the following morning (the 4th) hoisted

flags of trace in all his positions, and the Captain-general Ernouf sent his

aid-de-camp with proposals for the surrender of the island. In consequence

of this, I imnediato y proceeded to the head-quarters of the ºritish camp,

and it was agreed that commissioners should meet at ten o’clock ou the 3th,

to settle the terms of capitulation.

Brigadier-general Harcourt, and Commodore Ballard, were named for

the purpose by the commander of the forces and me, ad Colonel Faujas

and Lieutenant-colonel D’Alvymare were named on the part of the French,

and the terms agreed on being ratified the next morning at eight o'clock.

I have the honour to enclose a copy of them, and congratulate the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty on the accomplishment of this important

conquest, achieved in the short space of eight days from the time of

debarkatiºn, by the skill and valour of the army.

From the nature of the service the seamen could not be much employcol

in actual fight with the enciny, but their cºertions in conveying howitzers,

field-pieces, amºtºition; provisions, &c. to the troops, deserves my report

ing them to their lordships in terms of the highest encomium.

Commodore Ballad, and Captains Stanfoil, Elliott, and Flin, with

detachments of seamed, were attached to the second division of the

army; and Commodore Fahie, and Captains Dilks and Dow crs, to the

first division, with all of whom the general is highly satisfied ; as he is with

the marints landed under Captain Abbot, belonging to this ship (who is

slightly wounded). I am also much indebted to Captains Watson and

Vºisien Bºllard, and the other officers employed, for their great exertions;

as well as to Captain Kempt, the principal agent for transports. And it is

with ºcculiar pleasure I have again to report to their lordships, the cordia

lity which has uninterruptedly obtained between the two services during

tº whole of this expedition.

! st:... here with ail the reports and returns I have been able to collect.
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The only loss I have yet heard of in the squadron is Lieutenant Elliot, of

the Sceptre, killed by a cannon shot in the advanced battery, where he was

a voluntcer.

I have entrusted this despatch to Captain Stanfell, commander of his

Majesty's sloop Scorpion, who has been actively employed on this service,

and will consequently be able to give such further particulars as their lord

ships may require : and I take leave to mention him as an officer whose

zeal and merits entitle him to their lordships' protection.

I have the honour to be, &c.

- A. COCHRANE.

[By the articles of capitulation, alluded to above, the garrison are to have

the honours of war, and to be sent to England as prisoners of war, until

regularly cºchanged. The forts to be delivered up as soon as the articics

are signed. Four months to be allowed the French administration to

settle the accounts, and pay the just debts to the inhabitants of Guada

loupe. Six months to be allowed to military officers having property to

settle their affairs. The free excrcise of religious worship is granted, and

perfect securities to all colonists. The freedom granted by the French go

vernment to slaves, to be held valid, provided it shall not in any case

injure private property. Persons intending to reside in Guadaloupe shall

take the oath of allegiance.]

Address from their Ercellencies Lieu'enant-general Sir George Beckwith,

J. B. and Jºice-admiral the Hon. Sir .4/crand r Cochrane, K. B. command

ing the Land and Naval Forces ºf his Britannic Majesty, at the Wind

ward and Leezcard Islands, &c. to the Chef de Battalions, Civil Com

missa tes, or Commandants of Parishes, and all the other Inhabitants coln

posing the Militia of Grande Terre, Guadaloupe.

Ingaged in the reduction of the island of Guadaloupe, our solicitude

is not the less directed towards tºat of Grande Terre, the most important

part of the colonies we are come to wrest from the hands of them

oppressors.

Its internal security depends on the union of its inhabitants; and it is

with a view to oppose a barrier against any attempts inostile to your

domestic tranquility that we order, in the name of his Majesty, that the

orianization of the militia should be provisionally maintained : and in

order to concentrate the powers offered by this respectable body of

planters, we give you for a commandant a man of your own choice; for

Moisieur Jean Baptiste de Laureal, to whom we command you to pay

obedience in that quality, is entirely unkown to us, but we understand he

enjoys your conſidence and esteem. -

These Prescuts will be read, published, and affixed, wherever it may be

proper.

GEO. BECKWITH.

Guadaloupe, 27th Jan. 1810. ALEX. COCIIRAN F.

In addition to our Address, which accompanies this, we summon you to

give up Grande Terre, Guadaloupe, which is left by the captain general

without a military force for its defence, to the arms of his Britannic

Majesty, on the terms therein expressed. -

Given on board his Majesty's ship Pompee, off Fleur D'Epee,

this 27th January, 1810.

GEO. BECKWITH, Commander of the Forces.

ALEX. CUCIHRANE, Commander-in chief of

Naval Forces.

To the Inkatitants of Grande Tirrº, Guadalouſe.
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St. Mary's, Capesterre, January 28, 1810.

To the principal Inhabitants ºf Grande Terre, Guadaloupe.

Having deemed it necessary to proceed without delay in active operations

against Basseterre, Guadaloupe, and being extremely desirous to afford

every protection in our power to the peaceable and well-disposed inhabi

tants of your district, we yesterday endeavoured to open an intercourse

with you for these purposes, which we regret did not produce those effects,

in consequence of our letters not being received.

We are still anxious for your welfare, and invite you to enter into a tem

porary capitulation for Grande Terre, to have cffect during the course of

our general operations, as we think that this may tend to the preservation

of your persons and your properties.

Any gentleman sent to us, or either of us, on this important object, will

meet with perfect security, and a cordial reception.

GEO. BECKWITH,

Comºyander of Land Forces.

A. COCH RANE, Commander in

Chief of Naval Forces.

GENT LEMEN,

We the undersigned, composing the government of the town of Basse

terre, have the honour to acquaint, that it is now occupied only by old

men, women, children, and other defenceless persons. If you are about to

take possession, we beg, in the name of our fellow-citizens, that you will

be pleased to grant both to them and to their property, that protection

which their situation deserves.

We have the honour to be, &c.

REDAUD Civil Commissary, and Minister of Police.

DES CRESSOUISSERES, Commandant of the

Militia at Basseterre.

E. DARBOUSSIEU, Judge presiding at the First

Tribunal.

DIN, the Imperial Solicitor at the First Tribunal at

Basseterre.

To their Ercellencies the Commanders-in-chief

of his Britannic Majesty's Military and Na

wal Forces before Bas:cterre and Guada

toupe.

-

Pompee, off Basseterre, Guadaloupe,

6 ENTLEMEN, I'...bruary 10, 1810.

I have received your letter of this date, addressed to the commanders-in

chief of his Britannic Majesty's land and sea forces, acquainting me, if it

is our wish to take possession of the town of Basseterre, that there are only

defenceless persons inhabiting it, for whom you request the protection they
nnerit.

In reply thereto, I promise in my own name, as well as that of my

colleague, Lieutenant-general Sir George Beckwith, the protection you

desire, and that the inhabitants of the town shall be included in any general

capitulation for the whole island which may be entered into.

I will therefore send a sufficient guard to-morrow morning for the pro
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tection of the town; in the meantime I require you to take such steps as

may be in your power to preserve its peace and safety, and prevent the

evil-disposed from doing any injury to the inhabitants or their property;

you will consequently see that none of the public property is destroyed, as

I now hold you responsible for the same.

I have to request that you will at day-light send off a deputation, to

attend the officer whom I may appoint to take the command of the town,

and forts in its vicinity.

Enclosed I send some of the Proclamations issued by his Excellency Sir

George Beckwith and myself, which have been received with joy by all the

inhabitants to whom they have been delivered.

I have the honour to be, &c.

A. COCIIRANE,

To the Chief Officers of the Provisional Govern

ment, Town of Basseterre, Guadaloupe.

Colony of Guadaloupe.

At Basseterre, the 2d February, 1810, and

the 7th Year of the French Empire.

The Civil and Police Commissioners of the District of Basseterre, and the

Commandant of the National Guard, to his Ercellency Admiral Cochrane,

Commander-in-chief of the Naval Forces of his Britannic Majesty.

SIR,

The imagistrates having had the honour of informing your Excellency that

the town of Basseterre was without defence, aud the refuge of the old men,

women, and children, and reposing on your generosity, have not been

deceived in their expectation; but our duty urges us to inform your

Excellency, that the fort does not in any manner depend upon us, the

commandant having his instructions, with , which we are unacquainted,

having no communication with him. After this explanation, we flatter our

selves that, in your military measures, you will have the humanity not to

drive our timid wives and children to despair. We are, &c.

REDAUD,

DES CRESSOUISSERES,

Civil and Police Commissioner.

His Majesty's Ship Pompee, off Basseterre, Guadaloupe,

cENTLEMEN, February 3, 1810. -

When I received your letter last night I answered it in the full confidence

that the forts were to be given up, as without it complete possession could

not be taken of the town.

Motives of humanity, although contrary to my duty, induce me to delay

the attack of the forts by the whole squadron, until you shall have time to

hear from General Ernouf, who I can hardly suppose intends to sacrifice

the town for a temporary occupation of an untenable fort, commanded by

immediate heights.

I therefore, gentlemen, give you until two o'clock this day to receive an

answer from the captain-general, with whom all responsibility must rest :

the fate of the town is in his hands. I offer to the forts that the officers and

soldiers shall preserve their private property, upon their surrendering as

prisoners of war: further I will not go.
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I expect your answer by two o'clock, and I enclose a passport for the

messenger to pass the British sentries. The watch of the hearer of this

letter is set with me. I have the honour to be, &c.

A, COCIIRANF,

To the Chif Officers of the Provincial Govern

ment, Town of Basseterre, Guadaloupe.

To the principal Inhabitants of the City of Basseterre.

GENTI.E.M. EN, Head-quarters, February 3, 1810.

I have already manifested my firm intention of removing from the city of

Basseterre the unfortunate calamities of war: it is under this impression

that I am determined to occupy the heights.

It is always customary, when a city without fortifications finds itself un

der the guns of a fort, in the case of being besieged by the enemy, to make

a convention that the town shall not be fired upon by either side. This

convention is the more easy to make for Basseterre, as the front of attack

is not on that side. - -

The English generals are too generous and too just, to exact the reduc

tion of a fort which is not in your power, and for which you are not

responsible. - - -

On my part, my honour and responsibility demand that I shall defend

the colony by all the means in my power, of which Fort Richepanse

is one.

I authorize you, gentlemen, to prove to you the affection that I feel, and

always have felt, towards the inhabitants of Basseterre, to make a conven

tion with the English generals, to whom you will entrust the scCurity and

tranquillity of your persons and property.

Receive, Sirs, the assurance of the sincere attachment with which I have

the honour to be,

- LIRNOUF.

---

The Commandant of Fort Richepanse to Captain William C. Fahie, of his

Drilannic Majesty's Navy.

SIR,

What opinion can you have entertained of a French officer, in cypccting

him on the first summons to surrender a fortress committed to his charge?

I do not believe it is the practice in any civilized nation.

His Excellency the Captain-general Ernouf having entrusted me with this

command, I cannot but answer his confidence by making every exertion to

defend the fort. -

I have the honour to be, &c.

CATERAU.

GENERAL MEMORANDUM.

Pompee, Basseterre, Guadaloupe, 9th February, 1810.

Another important conquest is obtained over the enciny, by the capture

of the island of Guadaloupe, which has been accomplished in ſess time eveu

than that of Martinique. -

The troops have had an opportunity of displaying their bravery, and they

have outdone what could have been looked for by the most sanguine.

The cominander of the forces is highly satisficq with Commodores
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Ballard and Fahie, the captains, officers, seamen, and marines, more par

ticularly attached to the army; and I have great pleasure in annexing a

copy of his general orders on the occasion, to which I beg to add my

acknowledgments for their great perseverance and exertions in the various

duties carried on; and I also desire to acknowledge the services of the

other captains, officers, and men employed on this expedition; as well as

of those who have so long and effectually blockaded the island, which has

so much contributed to the general success.

A. COCHIRANE.

To the respective Captains, &c. *

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head Quarters, Beau Wallon, Guadaloupe, February 7.

The commander of the forces desires to convey his best acknowledgments

and thanks to Commodore Ballard, Capt. Ballard, Capt. Stanfell, Capt.

Elliot, and to Captain Flinn, of the royal navy, for their great and effectual

services with the second division of the army to leeward, under the command

of Brigadier-general Harcourt, and to the other officers and seamen of the

fleet employed under their orders, without whose exertions the troops could

not have been victualled in their present positions, nor the artillery brought

forward with the necessary ammunition and stores, and placed in battery

in a situation to be served against the enemy at the moment in which he

signified his wish to open a negociation.

The commander of the forces is equally anxious to convey to Commodore

Fahie, to Captains Dilkes and Dowers, of the royal navy, and to the other

officers and seamen serving under their orders, to windward, the high sense

he entertains of the important services rendered by them, not only at the

landing of the first division of the army under the command of Major

general Hislop, and of the reserve, with a considerable proportion of provi

sions and stores, but for similar exertions at Three Rivers, in disembarking

five days provisions for the troops, without which they could not have

advanced or closed with the enemy, thereby bringing the objects of the

campaign to a rapid termination.

The general desires to acknowledge the services of the royal marines now

acting on shore at Basseterre.

The commander of the forces requests the admiral will be pleased to do

him the honour to convey this public order to Commodore Ballard and to

Commodore Fahie, and to all the other officers, seamen, and royal marines,

to whom it may refer, in such manner as he shall think proper.

GEO. W. RAMSAY,

Brigadier and Adjutant-general.

Sir G. Beckwith, K. B. Commander of the Forces.

***

32abal Courts 1Dartial.

-º-

COURT MARTIAL was held at Basseterre, Guadaloupe, on the 19th of

Feb; and following day, to inquire into the circuinstances of the cap

ture of his Majesty's ship Juno. The court having heard Lieutenant

Decker, on whom the command of the ship devolved after her late captain

was wounded, and the evidence of the other officers, &c. were of opinion,

that no blanc attached to any of them; on the contrary, that they defended

£at, ºſtron, Gigi. XXIII. 2 Y
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the Juno against four French frigates of very superior force, as long as it

was possible. The court lamented the improper conduct of Mr. Whitehurst,

midshipman (now a prisoner in France), in using expressions to the men

highly injurious to the service, and preventing them getting their clothes as

much as possible, after the ship had struck, and otherwise ill-treating them.

It appeared that the Juno was captured by four French frigates, after a

close action of one hour and a quarter, when she was carried by two of the

largest boarding her; Lieutenant Decker being the only person left on the

quarter-deck, and wounded in the arm, and taken prisoner. Captain

Shortland was wounded in the leg and arm, of which he afterwards died

at Guadaloupe. The Juno had 20 men killed, and 45 wounded. The op

posing frigates were the Renommee, of 48 guns, and 300 men; the Clo

rinde, of 48 guns, and 300 men; la Loire, of 20 guns, armed en flute, 400

men ; and the Seine, of 20 guns, and 400 men. Lieutenants Jackson and

A. Conn were taken to France in the Renommee. In the account of the

action published in the Paris papers, no notice whatever is, taken of

la Seine and la Loire, and it is expressly stated, that the Renominee

and Clorinde were the only vessels engaged with the Juno.

On Monday and Tuesday (March 26 and 27) a court martial was held

on board the Salvador del Mundo, in Hamoaze, for the trial of cight petty

officers and seamen of the Naiad frigate, Captain H. Hill: the substance of

the chares is as follows, viz. for making, or attempting to make, a muti

nous assembly, for the purpose of inducing the ship's company to desire

to be drafted; 2d, for knowing of such assemblies without acquainting their

captain; 3d, for having endeavoured to excite the ship's company to mu

tiny, and to desire to be drafted ; and lastly, for having written, or caused to

be written, an anonymous letter to the secretary of the Admiralty, wherein

they sta, their full determination not to go to sea under the command of

Capt Hill— he charges being all proved, with the exception of the last, the

prison rs were severally sentenced as follows:–Thomas Passmore, seaman,

Joh Camptºel, and Henry Page, captains of the forecastle, to be hanged

at the yard-arin of such ship, and at such time as the Lords of the Admiralty

sh uld direct; Robert Cuddeford, carpenter's crew, to receive 150 lashes;

Thºmas Norman, seaman, 100; Wm. Moulton, captain of the fore-top,

an Joseph Nash, captain of the main-top, 50 lashes each, round the fleet.

President, Captain P. C. Durham.

At a Court Martial held on board his Majesty's ship York, on

Saturday the 4th, and on board his Majesty's ship Captain, on

Monday the 6th and Tuesday the 7th of March, 1809, in Fort

Royal Bay, Martinique.

Present,

Robert Barlow, Esq. Captain of his Majesty's ship Yorke, and third officer

in command of his Majesty's ships and vessels in Fort Royal Bay, Mar

tinique, President.

William Charles Fahie, Esq.; Philip Beavers, Esq.; Christopher J. W.

Nesham, Esq., the first day only; Thomas Cochrane, Esq.; and the

Honourable Warwick Lake.

William Balhetchet, Deputy Judge Advocate.

The Court, pursuant to an order from the Hon. Sir Alexander Cochrane,
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K.B. admiral of the red, commander-in-chief of his Majesty's ships and

vessels at Barbadoes, the Leeward Islands, &c. dated the 3d day of March,

1809, and directed to Robert Barton, Esq. captain of his Majesty's ship

Yorke, and third officer in the command of his Majesty's ships and vessels

in Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, having been duly sworn, proceeded to the

trial of Mr. Stephen Penn Barrell, purser of his Majesty's ship Captain, for

withholding part of the Captain's ship's company's allowance of pro

visions, subsequent to the 3d day of March, 1808, and for disobeying the

orders of Captain Wood, of the said ship, as were fully expressed in a

letter from him, dated the 2d day of March, 1809

And having heard the evidence in support of the charges, the prisoners

defence, and the evidence adduced on his behalf, and most maturely aid

deliberately weighed and considered the same, the court is of opinion, that

tle charges are not, in any part in the slightest degree proved against the

risoner, Mr. Stephen Penn Barrell; but on the contrary, that Mr. Stephen

'enn Barrell has conducted himself with strict justice to the ship's company

of the Captain, and they do therefore adjudge him to be most fully ac

uitted.
q And the said Mr. Stephen Penn Barrell is hereby most fully acquitted

accordingly.

(Signed) ROBERT BARTON,

WV. C. FAHI E.

PHILIP BEAVER.

WARWICIX LAKE.

THOMAS COCHRANE,

WILLIAM BALHetchet,

- Deputy Judge Advocate.

His Majesty's Ship Captain, Fort Royal Bay,

Martinique, 7th March, 1809.

On Wednesday, March 29, a court martial was held on James Stephens,

acting carpenter of the Rattlesnake sleop of war, charged by Captain

Bremer with disobedience of orders, disrespect, and brutally beating two

men. The charges were fully proved, and he was sentenced to be dismissed

his situation as acting carpenter, to be rendered incapable of ever serving

as an officer in his Majesty's navy, and to serve before the mast, on board

such ship as the commander-in-chief shall be pleased to direct.

-

Lately, a court martial was held on board the Salvador del Mundo, in

Hamoaze, for the trial of Mr. Nathaniel Denham, late master of the

Daphne, Captain Pipon, for absenting bimself from the ship, contrary to his

captain's positive injunctions. The charge being fully proved, Mr. Denham

was sentenced by the court to be dismissed the service, and rendered inca

fºls of ever serving again as an officer in the navy of his Majesty, his

eirs, or successors.

wº"-º-º-

1910motions and 3ppointments.

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Vice-admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth is appointed commander-in

chief at Newfoundland.
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Vice-admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart, and one of the Lords of the

Admiralty, is appointed to succeed Sir John Colpoys, as treasurer of the

Royal Hospital at Greenwich.

Admiral Sir John Colpoys is appointed Major-general of the Royal

Marines, vice Admiral Lord Collingwood, deceased. -

Captain V.F. Hatton is appointed to the Port Mahon; William Prowse to

the Theseus; Robert Campbell to the Stately; Henry E. R. Barker to the

Ulysses; Thomas Burton to the Primrose; James Macnamara to the Ber

wick; James N. Morris to the Formidable; Joseph Bott to the Argus;

G. F. Ryves to the Africa; D. O'Guion to the St. George; J. Stuart to the

Clyde; Willoughby, of the Otter sloop. to the Nereide; Captain Hall

to the Royal William, the flag-ship of Sir R. Curtis, Bart.; Captain Irwin

to the Puissant; Captain Lawson to the Thracian; Captain West to the

Sultan; Captain H. E. R. Baker to the Ulysses; Captain Stair Douglas to

the Africa; Captain Dilkes to the Orpheus, vice Tonyn, deceased; Captain

G. Davies to the Philomel, vice Crawley, deceased; Captain Patterson, of

the Star, to the Pompee; Captain Ballard, to the Statira, vice Boys, de

ceased; Captain Preston, of the Asp, to the Blonde; Captain Robilliard to

the Wanderer; Captain Ferry to the Savage.

Digony Forrest, Esq. is appointed Secretary to Admiral Young.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

Lieutenant A. Mitchell, son of the late Admiral Sir A. Mitchell, who

brought home the despatches of the capture of St.Martin and St. Eustatius,

is promoted to a commander.

Lieutenant M’Cullough is appointed to command the Asp; the Hon.

J. Gore, the Scorpion; and Flynn, the Pultusk.

William Martin to the Magnet; William Field to the Nassau, prison-ship;

George A. Orton to the Ceres slop-ship; Philip Nind to the Alert; Henry

C. Mercer to the Plover; John F. Lascelles to the Saturn; Charles Bage

hot to the Crane; John Cornish to the Favorite; Thomas Rouce to the

Diana; William Clarke to the Crane; Alexander Young to the Ardent;

Alexander Arbuthnot to the Mars; Thomas Crawford to the Woodlark;

George Dougal to the Apelles; James L. Carneige to the Rover; William

Coet to the Humber; William Henry Dickson to the Victory; James

Drewitt to the Saturn; William Budgen to the Berwick; William Burchell

to the Orion; Horace Petley to the St. George; Ed. Stevenson to the

Fury; William J. Edwards to the Diligence; John H. Marshall to the St.

George; Charles Strangeways to the Euryalus; John Morrison to the Roe

buck; Robert J. Gordon to the Donegal; Martin Cole to the Princess Ca

rolina; Mark Anthony to the Stately; William Savage to the Audaeious;

John Cooke to the Rodney; John Lynx to the Belvidera; James Harris to

the Poictiers; William Robertson (?) to the Lynx; Thomas O. Hewes to

the Edgar; Essex Holcombe to ditto; Robert P. Jones to ditto ; Peter

James to the Impetueux; Henry Lewis (1) to the Zenobia; Cyrus Elliott

to the Reynard; Samuel Babb to the Alert; George Young (2) to the

Lion; James Rayson to the Nymphen; Joseph Hitchins to the Ulysses;

Samuel Bromley to the Avenger; John Campbell (3) to the Berwick; John

M. Donnellan to ditto; John Davis to ditto; John Healy to the Aboukir;

Henry Hoskinjo the Rolla; Samuel B. Tristram to the St. George; Robert

Patty to the Mercurius; William Chester to the Agincourt; William Mea

dows to the Beaver; Cornelius Lascelles to the Devastation; John Thomas

Leinoyne to the Alonzo; Samuel L'Estrange to the Minotaur,
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A list of midshipmen who passed for Lieutenants on the first Wednesday
in the month.

Sheerness-George Parkyns, Thomas M*Donald, Henry Wittenoom, Jo

seph S. Godden, James Millman.

Portsmouth.-Edwin Callaway, Herbert John Jones, John Gordon, John

Goldie, James Clark, Robert S. Bayly, Samuel Kentish, George B. Hatton

Peter De Lisle, Samuel R. Weddle, John Adams, A. L. Williams, Samuel

W. Easten, James Pulling, Martin Miller, Henry M. Williams.

Plymouth.-James Spiller, John Lindsay, James B. Babington, Robert

Charles Lamb.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

Ambrose Blacklock to the Theseus; John Meredith to the Poictiers;

Charles Chambers, Princess Caroline; R. Burnside, Rodney; Thomas John

ston, Resolution; W. Clayton, Lyra ; B. W. West, Hero; S. J. Dadd,

Cheerful Cutter; Allen Cornfoot, Formidable; William Cree, Vanguard;

R. Jeffreys, Lion; John Warkman, Primrose; Simon Davidson, Espeigle;

John M'Hugh, Rolla; John R. Roberts, Chantilier; Cuthbert Eden, Ca

nada; Robert Prideaux, Pyramus; Thomas Doas, Bourbonaise; Hugh

M'Peake, Woodlark; Joseph M'Corogher, Favorite; Alexander Dewar(1)

Berwick; Patrick Donnelly, Winchelsea; George Roe, Orestes; James

Anderson, Samarang; Thomas Gibbs, Saldanha; Samuel Allen, Experi

ment; John Bury, Crown prison-ship; John Lauder, Thisbe; P. C. Blackett,

Belvidera; Thomas Andrews, Nassau; A. Johnston, Hawk; John Todd,

Lafleche; Robert Brown, Magnet; Doctor Robert Wright, Physician of the

Royal Hospital at Deal, is appointed 1st Physician of Haslar Hospital, vice

Dr. Hope, put on half-pay; Dr. Magennes, 2nd physician of Haslar, remo

ved to Deal, vice Dr. Wright; Dr. John Gray, late physician of the Medi

terranean Fleet, to succeed Dr. Magennes, as 2nd physician at Haslar;

Duncan M*Arthur, to be 3d surgeon of Haslar Hospital, vice Dr. Vance,

removed to succeed him at Paington.

Assistant Surgeons, &c. appointed.

J. P. Christie, to the Namur: W. H. Trotman to the Victory; P. M.

Buchan to the Gorgon, hospital ship; William Inches to the Venerable;

Giles Ingram to the Vanguard; Samuel Horton to the Diligent, store-ship;

John Paterson to the Dictator; James O'Bierne to the Chichester, store

ship; John M'Lean to be an hospital mate at Mill Prison hospital; David

Ross to the Royal William; Alfred Nicholson to the Christian VII.

BIRTHS.

On the 10th of April, of a son, the lady of Mr. Samuel Bromley, surgeon,

Royal Navy, of Deptford. -

On the 21st of April, at Forrest Cottage, near Wickham, the lady of

Captain Money, R.N. of a daughter.

MARRIAGES.

On the 13th of January, at Bermuda, the Honorable William Ferritt,

LL.D. Judge of the Court of Vice-aduliralty of those Islands, to Miss
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Ann Catherine Parkyns, niece of Vice-admiral the Right Honorable Sir John

B. Warren, Bart. K. B. and Commander-in-chief on that station.

On the 15th of March, at Stonehouse, Dr. Pryan, physician, of Plymouth

Dock, to Miss Tatlock, daughter of the late William Tatlock, Esq. of his

Majesty's dock yard, at Chatham.

At Kinsale on the 31st of March, Lieutenant Mounier of the Royal

Navy, to Miss Brown, daughter of the late Francis Brown, Esq. of the same

place.

Lately at Portlock, Mr. John Lock, to Miss Ford, only daughter of the

late Captain Ford, R. N.

Captain Thomas Manby, R. N. to Miss IIammond, of Northwold,

Norfolk.

The Honourable Captain G. Cadogan, R. N. to Honoria, daughter of

the late J. Blake, Esq. of Ardfry Galway.

OBITUARY.

The Right Hon. Cuthbert Lord Collingwood, Vice-adiniral of the red

squadron. His Lordship expired on board the Ville de Paris, at 8 o'clock

at night, on the 7th of March, two days after his departure from Minorca, on

his return to England for the recovery of his health, which had long been

in a very reduced state. In the XVth Volume of the NAvai. Chronicle,

page 353, our readers will find a portrait and biographical memoir of this

estimable and distinguished officer; and in a succeeding part of the present

volume, we shall present them with a letter, written by his lordship to a

friend, who, from that document, and his own private information, favoured

us with the memoir here nientioned. For his distinguished services at the

battle of Trafalgar, Adm. Collingwood was raised by his Majesty to the dig

nity of the peerage, and rewarded with a pension, which, as hislº had

no male issue, was, at his particular request, commuted from the usual mode

of settlement in remainder to the two next heirs to the title, for a provision

for Lady Collingwood, and the two daughters of the marriage. Lord Col

lingwood having continued unremittingly at sea, never took his seat in the

Ilouse of Peers, nor revisited his family or country since his signal merits

obtained the distinguished honours and rewards we have stated. His

lordship has, for a considerable time, had discretionary powers from the

Admiralty to return home when the state of his declining health should ren

der it necessary; but his zeal for his country's service, and the almost daily

prospect that the whole of the enemy’s force from Toulon would shortly

put to sea, did not permit him to avail himself of the indulgence till it was

unhappily teo late. The Ville de Paris arrived at Gibraltar mith his

remains on the 25th of March ; and, about the middle of April, they

reached England in the Nereide frigate. “ By the death of Cuthbert

Lord Collingwood,” says an animated writer in the Courier newspaper,

“ England has lost the great abilities of a man, whose whole existence was

sacrificed to her naval service, and whose every thought was devoted to her

naval name. Unlike too many, ambitious only of commands which are

suited only to their private views, he ſled wherever his country scut him, and

has said, “Never in his life had he declined a call.” It will give encou

ragement to every young aspirant in the navy, whose professional prefer

ment may be tardy, to be told that he was a midshipman nearly fifteen

years, while it will give this animating lesson, that perseverance like his

ensures success. His lordship, once a lieutenant, was soon made, and soon

Postcq; his brilliant career and subsequent exertions in the West Indies, on
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the 1st June, at Cape St. Vincent, and at Trafalgar, are too well known to

require an eulogy; for they could not be exceeded in valour and extent.

He was born at Newcastle, was of a family ancient and respectable but

perhaps, until latterly, declining, and was educated at the school there,

a contemporary of Lord Eldon and Sir W. Scott, of whose concurrent

good fortunes in life he frequently spoke with great satisfaction and delight.

He married the daughter of Alderman BLAck ETT, by whom he has

two daurhters of a marriageable age, having previously lost a brother in the

service, who fell a sacrifice to the climate in the West Indies. His lord

ship was of middle stature, but extremely thin, and temperate in his general

habits; ate always with an appetite, drank moderately after dinner, but

never indulged afterwards in spirits or in wine; while his personal attention

to the lowest guest at his table was always universally observed. It was

his general rule in tempestuous weather, and upon any hostile emergency

that occurred, to sleep upon his sofa in a flannel gown, taking off only his

epauletted coat. The writer of this just delineation has seen him upon

deck without his hat, and his grey hair floating to the wind, whilst torrents

of rain poured down through the shrouds, and his eye, like the eagle's, on

the watch. Personal exposure, colds, rheumatisms, ague, all-nothing

seemed to him when his duty called. In the memorable autumn of 1805,

when he with difficulty got the Dreadnought into the stream of the gut of

Gibraltar, he stood upon the poop, smiling at thirty five sail of the enemy,

with only five ships under his command ; and when they wore back, he wore

himself in their face, and actually blockaded the bay of Cadiz, they within.

His lordship's judgment was sound and firm, his mind acute and penetrating,

his wit so very lively, it led him constantly to pun; and though general

punsters must be frequently insipid, he seldom failed to produce the playful

equivoque he wished. To his religious duties he constantly attended; his

religion, like himself, was without terror, pure without fanaticism, and

gentle without levity. The Latin he had learned at school he had never

forgotten, and though he knew but sufficient French to maintain a general

correspondence on the coast, and could scarcely manage Spanish at all: he

was notwithstanding a good scholar, but a scholar of the old school. He

was always perfectly dignified in his deportment, without that execrable

pride which we often see assumed as a cloak to conceal a want of worth.

A rich vein of native worth within him, its assumption was unnecessary. Un

prejudiced he was not; one prejudice he had, which was singular, as his

mind was liberal. He deemed it the bounden duty of every Englishman, to

hate a Frenchman as his natural foe; and no man ever hated the national

character, and the nation more cordially than he. As he sometimes

expressed a respectful pity for the Spaniards, and as the love of his country

was the leading feature of his noble soul, this probably, arose from a con

cealed opinion he entertained “That universal dominion would be the ſate

of France.” Lord Collis swood had not seen any of his relatives for a

considerable period before his death. ... When serving in the Channel,

he generally kept at sea from the fear of losing a general action, and when

in port, he staid but a few days, attending on board to the minutiae of his

ship, and sleeping only on shore whilst his sabin was being caulked Still

no man was more alive to domestic feelings; his heart rebounded with joy

at a packet from his family, and in a letter written but a few months ago, he

says, “I wish much to see poor dear Lady Colli Ngwood; but she knows

my country wants my services, and she is too good a woman to expect it.”

The writer once conversed with him on the battle ofTrafalgar; he said with

energy, “Mr. H. could I but once more meet them, I should die contented

and happy.” He stepped into his boat from Plymouth Dock, on the

last day of April, 1805, at one o'clock, weighed at four the next morning,
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and returned a peer and a corpse. His lordship, with Nelson, was lovely

in his life, in death they were not divided—they were both Scipios, the

thunder-bolts of war, the glory of their name and nation. ... Blest and brave

Collingwood' the recollection of thy worth will long and late outlive thee;

whilst the tears of my country bedev the laurels that adorn thy lamented

bier l’”

Lately, at Fort William, near Sligo, in Ireland, Captain Richard Hughes,

of the royal navy, the only surviving son of Admiral Sir Richard Hughes

Bart. -

Lately, at Edinborough, William Gray, Esq. surgeon of his Majesty's

ship the Narcissus.

Lately, at her father's apartments, in Greenwich-hospital, Miss Dorothy

Ellison, third daughter of Captain Joseph Ellison, of that institution; after

passing through, with unshaken firmness, all the dreadful stages of a

decline.

Nearly about the same period, in Guernsey, in the full enjoyment

of health, Mrs. Basden, wife of Captain Basden, and second daughter of the

above CaptainJoseph Ellison. -

On the 18th of February, a duel was fought at Verdun, between Captain

Alexander, of the royal marines, who was taken in the Calcutta, and Lieu

tenant Barker, of the Hussar, when the latter was killed. Captain Alexan

der has been since committed to prison, under the new penal code,

by which duelling is made a capital offence. t

Lately, at Twemlow-hall, Cheshire, Walter Booth, Esq. Captain of the

royal navy.

In the 86th year of her age, Anne, relict of Dr. Francis Donnelly, and

mother ofCaptain Donnelly, of the royal navy.

At Taunton, aged 83, Captain Hyde Curtis, of the royal navy,

J. G. Coleman, Esq. deputy-naval officer of Barbadoes.

Lately, Miss Graves, daughter of Admiral Graves, of Penrice-house,

Cornwall.

Very suddenly, at Deal, Mrs. Dixon, wife of Rear-admiral Dixon; she

was taken ill while in the act of serving some friends at a dinner party.

Near Cadiz, John, the eldest son of Darcy Lever, Esq. midshipman of the

Atlas. He was killed on the 27th of February, by the bursting of a cannon,

as he was firing it against the French batteries.

On the 22d of March, W. Haygarth, Esq. senior lieutenant of the royal

navy, and governor of the naval knights of Windsor,

Lately, at Portsea, aged 80, Mr. Claypitt, formerly a boatswain in

the royal navy.

AtTrethill, Cornwall, John Roberts, Esq. late clerk in his Majesty's dock

yard, Plymouth.

At Exmouth, aftering a lingering illness, Lieutenant Drane, of the royal

navy.

On Sunday, March 25th, Mr. Freeman, midshipman of his Majesty's ship

Scipion, of 74 guns, then lying in Cawsand Bay. He was driving a gig

rather carelessly, near Saltrain Lodge, and in endeavouring to pass the

Nelson coach too quickly, he got entangled in the fore-wheel. The gi

unfortunately upsetting, threw Mr. Freeman under the hind wheel of

the coach, which went over his breast and killed him: he was a finc

promising youth. Surgical assistance was had immediately, but the vital

spark was extinct. Mr. F. was of a respectable Irish family of that name,

and heir to 1,500l. a year. A gentleman with him was much bruised.

Lately, in Sackville-street, aged 57, C. Drummond, Esq. late commander
of the Glatton Indianan.
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MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

or the LATE

CAPTAIN RICHARD BOWEN,

of the royAL n.AW r.

* —Oft the Briton, mindful of thy doon',

From eyes with tears of admiration fraught,

Shall drop the grateful tribute on thy tomb.”

O have been the friend, or colleague, of the illustrious Nel

son, is to us who venerate the very name of that hero, a

powerful recommendation. With sincere pleasure, therefore, do

we direct our attention to the services of an officer, who enjoyed

the honour of his friendship, and of sharing his professional toils.

Not that the fame of Captain Bowen requires any adventitious

support; but the brightest planet which adorns our system scorns

not to derive its radiance from the sun; and to be mentioned

with Nelson, is to be invested with a portion of that glory, which,

with the memory of his actions, will descend to ages yet remote

from contemplation.

Captain Richard Bowen, whose progress we are about to relate,

was born at Ilfracombe,” a sea-port in the north of Devonshire,

in the year 1761; and having early in life, manifested a predilec

tion for the sea, he commenced his career, at the age of thirteen,

with his father, who commanded a ship in the merchant service.

Two years afterwards, he joined his eldest brother, Captain James

Bowen, + then commanding a ship belonging to London, in the

Canada and Jamaica trade. This removal fortunately opened the

way to an employment more congenial to the wishes of an active

and intelligent mind. While Mr. Bowen was at Jamaica, in the

year 1778, the news arrived of hostilities having been commenced

* A View of Ilfracombe, engraved by Richards, from a drawing by Po

cock, appears in the XXIst Volume of the Naval Chronicle, page 133.

* This gentleman is now one of the Commissioners of the Transport

Board.

&au, Qſbron. (Hof, XXIII. * Z.
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Mr. Bowen had the honour of acting as aide-de-camp to Cap

tain Jervis upon this occasion; and he displayed so much courage

and ability, that on the return of the Foudroyant into port, he

received a commission from his gallant captain, to act as junior

lieutenant of that ship. He was also presented with a handsome

sword by his friend, Captain Calder.

* Whilst the Foudroyant was refitting, Sir John Jervis, desirous

of giving to his eleve employment more suitable to his active spirit,

sent him, with a party of the Foudroyant's crew, to Captain Mac

bride, of the Artois, who had been ordered to cruise in the Bay of

Biscay. In this ship he acted as third lieutenant, and had the

pleasure of once more serving with his brother, who was the mas

ter. Before the cruise ended, Sir John Jervis was appointed

commodore and commander-in-chief of a secret expedition." He

therefore sent for Mr. Bowen and his men, who rejoined their

ship at Plymouth; but, in consequence of the sudden termination

of the war, the intended expedition never sailed.

Not having served his time, when the Foudroyant was paid off,

Mr. Bowen entered on board the Pegase, Captain Marshall, as

master's mate ; a situation from which Sir John Jervis removed

him, to the Blenheim; and, at the latter end of the year 1783, he

joined the Adamant, to go to the West Indies, on promotion, un

der the flag of Rear-admiral Sir Richard Hughes. During a ser

vice of three years on that station, he was thrice appointed a

lieutenant, in vacancies, and as often disappointed of confirma

tion; and he came home acting junior lieutenant of the flag-ship,

and was again paid off.-He availed himself of this opportunity of

passing his examination at the Navy Office; and soon afterwards,

on the prospect of a Dutch war, in 1787, he joined the Royal

Sovereign (intended for the flag-ship of Admiral Pigot, as com

mander-in-chief of the Channel Fleet) on promotion. Again he

was destined to cxperience a severe disappointment; as, on the

reduction of the armament, notwithstanding the utmost efforts of

—

– —r

“was occasioned by a splinter, which struck him on the temple, and so

severely affected him as to endanger his eye-sight: nor have the conse

quences ever been completely removed since that time."—Wide Naval

Chronicle Vol. IV. page 10.

* Wide Naval Chronicſ F, Vol. IV, page 11.
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Sir John Jervis, who had been recently promoted to the rank of

rear-admiral,” the Admiralty could not be prevailed on to give

him a lieutenant's commission. These repeated checks, however,

seem only to have redoubled the ardour of this indefatigable young

officer; for, at the latter end of the same year (1787) he pro

ceeded in a packet to the West Indies, by the advice of his eldest

brother, and of his unshaken friend, Sir John Jervis, by whom he

was strongly recommended to Commodore Parker, the comman

der-in-chief on the Leeward Island station. He joined the com

modore in the month of January, 1778, and was immediately

appointed acting lieutenant of the Jupiter; a situation in which he

continued, until his hopes of confirmation were again destroyed,

by the arrival of a young nobleman (Lord William Beauclerck) to

supersede him. Incompetent as he was to combat with such

superior influence as that which had now crushed his well-founded

expectations, and as the profound peace which subsisted held out

no farther prospect, he made up his mind to relinquish the pursuit

of promotion, till a more favourable opportunity should occur.

At the request of Sir John Orde, 4 then governor of the island of

Dominica, he therefore accepted the command of the Lord Howe,

government brig, in which he was occupied in cruising against

smugglers, till the month of July, 1789.

Whilst serving in the West Indies, Mr. Bowen assiduously

employed himself in the study of the mathematics, and astronomy,

in surveying coasts and harbours, and in amassing such a store of

useful knowledge, as placed him on a level with our best and most

celebrated navigators; of which, his subsequent voyage to New

Holland and India, alone, afforded a sufficient proof.

In the Spanish armament of 1790, Mr. Bowen had the satisfac

tion of rejoining his friend and patron, Sir John Jervis, as his flag

lieutenant, on board the Prince, and was included in the list of

the first twenty young officers, who were promoted by the Admi

ralty in consideration of former disappointments.-At the request

of his early friend, Captain Calder, Lieutenant Bowen was next

* Wide Naval Crinosicle, Vol. IV. page 12.

+ A portrait and biographical memoir of this efficer will be found in the

YIth Volume of the Naval Chronicle, page 177,
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appointed to the Stately; in which he continued, till, in conse

quence of the adjustment of our differences with Spain, that ship

was paid off, in the same year. - -

Agreeably to the constant activity of his mind, Lieutenant

Bowen then offered his services to the Navy Board; by which he

was immediately appointed to the command of a division of trans

ports, destined to relieve the new colony in New South Wales.

In March, 1791, he sailed from Plymouth, on board the Atlantic,

accompanied by two other ships, and arrived at Port Jackson in

the month of July following. The governor, not deeming the

supply thus obtained adequate to the wants of the colony, dis

patched him to Bengal for another cargo. In his way thither, he

landed Lieutenant-governor King, and his family, on Norfolk

Island; and then, steering an eastern course, he passed New

Caledonia, the Isle of Pines, and Terra Arsacides, forming a route

never traced before. In order to shorten the distance, he passed

through an unexplored passage, between Borneo and Paragua,

into the China Sea; thence he proceeded through the Straits of

Malacca, and arrived at Bengal in the latter end of January,

1792. There he purchased a cargo of rice, and other provisions,

with a quantity of live stock for the colony; and, leaving Bengal

on the 4th of April, he reached Port Jackson on the 19th of June.

After relieving Norfolk Island, he finally quitted New Holland,

with Governor Philip on board, on the 11th of December, 1798.

He arrived at Spithead on the 10th of May following ; having, in

little more than two years, made two voyages, one of which was

round the world, in a common transport. Service, more essential

to his country, was never performed by any individual, similarly

employed; and, as he was presented with the thanks of the Navy

Board, and of the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department,

he had the satisfaction of knowing, that his exertions were duly

estimated.

On his return to England, he ſound that hostilities had been

commenced against France; and Sir John Jervis having been pro

moted to a flag, and, some time afterwards, appointed commander

in-chief of an expedition, destined for the attack of the French

settlements in the West Indies, Lieutenant Bowen declined a very

advantageous offer that was made to him, on a service similar to
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that which, with so much credit, he had recently performed, and

again embarked with his distinguished patron, as fourth lieutenant,

and signal officer, on board the Boyne." Nor had he any reason

to repent of this preference; for he was soon furnished with an

opportunity of displaying his undaunted courage, and professional

skill, and of recommencing a career of glory, which terminated

only with his life.

The whole of the force, intended for the attack of the enemy’s

possessions, having rendezvoused at Barbadoes, Sir John Jervis

sailed from that port on the 3d of February, 1794; and, on the

arrival of the squadron in Fort Royal Bay, he selected Lieutenant

Bowen to command the guard and gun-boats, at the intended siege

of Martinique. * Sir John also directed him to take the first

* Supplementary to the memoir of Earl St. Vincent, in our fourth

Volume, we here subjoin a list of the squadron with which he sailed for the

West Indies, on the 26th of November, 1793.

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

Sir John Jervis, K.B. vice-adm. of the blue.

Boyne. ------ 98 Captain George Grey.

Vengeance --- 74 Charles Thompson.

Veteran ----- 64 —– Edmund Nugent.

Ulysses.------ 44 R. Morrice.

Woolwich - - - - 44 —— J. Parker.

Quebec - - - - - - 32 -— J. Itogets.

Rose - - - - - - - - 28 — Edward Riou.

Dromedary(S.S.) 16 —— S. Tathan.

Inspector - - - - 14 ——— W. Bryce.

Vesuvius, bomb 8 ——— Charles Sawyer.

+ The following is a list of the squadron, employed at the attack of Mar.

tinique :-

Ships. Guns. Commanders. Killed. - Wounded,

- Sir John Jervis, K.B. Vice- -

Boyne - - - - - - - - - 93 admiral of the blue. O G

Captain George Grey.

- Charles Thompson, Esq.

Vengeance -...-- 74 Commodore. - 2

Captain H. Pawlett.

Irresistible ----. 74 J. Henry' " - *1 5

Asia ---------- 64 — John Brown 3. 5

Veteran ----...- 64 C. E. Nugent 1 4.

Jeaulieu ------ 40 — John Salisbury O 0
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opportunity, that he might judge favourable, of boarding the Bien

Venu, a large French frigate, which lay in the Careenage, under

the walls of Fort Royal, and was reported to have a number of

English prisoners on board, whom the enemy meant to blow up

and destroy should the Fort be attacked by storm.—As the time

for executing this daring enterprise was left to his discretion, he

formed the necessary arrangements, and determined on making a

dash at mid-day ; which he accordingly did, on the 17th of

February, to the astonishment and admiration of the whole Bri

tish fleet and army. Lieutenant Bowen took the lead in the

Boyne's barge, followed by the boats which he had chosen to sup

port him ; and, before the enemy's frigate could bring a gun to

bear, he was alongside, boarded, killed and drove overboard

every man, except twenty, under a most tremendous fire of round

and grape shot from the fort. Finding no Englishmen on board,

however, he manned the frigate's guns, fired a broadside into the

fort, and brought off his prisoners in triumph, though not without

some loss. The wind, blowing directly into the harbour, pre

vented him from bringing the frigate out; which, otherwise,

he could have done with ease, although she was chained to the

fort. w

This gallant exploit of Lieutenant Bowen's was duly noticed in

Sir John Jervis's official account of the attack on Fort Royal,

Commanders. Killed. Wounded.Ships. Guns.

Assurance- - - - - - 44

Santa Margaritta - 36

Solebay - - - - - - - 32

Blonde. -- - - - - - 32

Winchelsea ---. 32

Quebec - - - - - - - 32

Ceres - - - - - - - - - 32

Rose - - - - - - - - 28

Nautilus - - - - - - 16

Rattlesnake - - - - 16

Zebra - - - - - - - - 16

Vesuvius bomb... 8

Avenger - - - - - - 16

Dromedary (S.S.) 26

Seaflower, brig. - 16

Captain V. C. Berkeley

Eliab Harvey

—— W. H. Kelly

—John Markham

Lord Garlies

J. Rogers

—R. Incledon

— Edward Riou

J. Carpenter

—- Robert Faulknor

—Charles Sawyer

-- James Milne

—— S. Tatham

Pierrepoint
-- :

o

:
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•ontained in the London Gazette Extraordinary of April 22,

1794, in the following terms:—

“ Lieutenant Bowen, of the Boyne, who had commanded the night

guard and gun-boats for a considerable time, perceiving a favourable mo

ment, pushed into the Careenage with the rowing boats of the guard,

boarded the Bien Venu, French frigate, and brought off the captain,

lieutenant, and about 20 men who were on board her, under a smart fire of

grape-shot and musketry, from the ramparts and parapets of the fort.

The success of this gallant action determined the General and me to attempt

the fort and town of Fort Royal by assault.”

In consequence of the determination of the British commanders,

mentioned in the above extract from the Gazette, about forty

scaling ladders were prepared, from twenty to thirty-six feet long;

and the Asia and Zebra were ordered to hold themselves in readi- .

ness to enter the Careenage, for the purpose of battering the fort,

and covering the flat boats, barges, and pinnaces, under the com

mand of Commodore Thompson, supported by captains Nugent

and Riou; while a detachment of the army advanced, with field

pieces, along the side of the hill under Fort Bourbon, towards the

bridge, over the canal, at the back of Fort Royal.—This plan of

attack, which was put into execution on the 20th of February,

succeeded in every part, except that of the Asia getting into her

station, which failed of success for want of conduct in the senior

lieutenant of the port, M. de Tourelles, who had undertaken to

pilot her in. Perceiving the Asia baffled in her attempts, Captain

Faulknor, of the Zebra, which, with an indescribable firmness on

the part of her officers and crew, had, for a length of tine, sus

tained a shower of grape shot, determincă to undertake the service

alone. Accordingly, with matchless intrepidity and conduct, he

pushed his little ship close under the walls of the fort, leaped over- .

board at the head of his ship's company, assailed and conquered

the important post of Fort Royal, before the rowing boats could

get to his assistance, though they stretched out with that generous

animation and energy, which, at all times, characterize British sea

men in the face of an enemy.*

* Of Captain Faulknor, who was killed on the 5th of January, 1795, in

a desperate action between the Blanche and la Pique, and to whose me

mory a monument was afterwards erected in St. Paul's cathedral, a portrait

ſºap, &prom. CIOI, XXIII. 3 A
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Lieutenant Bowen, however, with his accustomed spirit of en

terprise, had the good fortune to follow close in the wake of the

gallant Faulknor ; and it was mentioned in Comunodore Thomp

son’s letter to the commander-in-chief, that “a well directed and

steady fire from the gun-boats under Lieutenant Bowen, as also

from our batteries, was of great service.””

Soon after the surrender of the fort, the troops advanced and

took possession of the town ; a strong detachment from the naval

battalions at Point Negro. under the command of captains Rogers,

Scott, and Payntun, in the flat boats, &c. approaching the beach

in front. M. Rochambeau, who commanded in Fort Bourbon, no

sooner saw the fate of Fort Royal, than he sent out his aide-de

camp with a flag, offering to surrender on capitulation. Terms

were consequently adjusted, and agreed upon, on the 22d.; and,

on the 23d, the British colours were hoisted on the fort, the name

of which was changed to Fort George.—The name of the town

was also changed to Port Elward, in honour of his Royal High

ness Prince Edward, now Duke of Kent, who served as a major

general, and greatly distinguished himself during the siege.—The

entire loss which the navy sustained at Martinique, amounted to

fifteen killed, and thirty-two wounded.

On the 20th of March (1794) the same day that the Bien Venu

was commissioned for Captain Faulknor, and named the Un

daunted, Lieutenant Bowen was promoted to the rank of com

mander, and appointed to the Zebra, which was afterwards

actively employed in the reduction of St. Lucia, Guadaloupe,

and other islands.

In the month of April following, Captain Bowen was made post

in the Veteran, from which he was soon afterwards removed into the
*

and memoir will be found in the XVIth Volume of the NAval Chronicle,

page 1. He was the son of Captain Robert Faulknor, whose memorable cup

ture of a Courageux, of 74 guns, in the year 1761, is recorded at the 11th

page of the same Volune. --To his very meritorious conduct at Martinique,

the whole army and squadron bore testiunony. A short time previously to

that bold and fearless attempt, he had been tried by a court martial, and

honourably acquitted, for having killed a quarter-master belonging to his

ship, for disobedience of orders during an engagement.

* Fide NAVAL Chi.oxicle, Vol. XVI. page 30,
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Terpsichore frigate, of 32 guns. In the latter ship he was sent to

America, upon a particular service ; and, hearing that the Daeda

Ius, Captain (now Vice-admiral) Sir Charles Knowles* was

blocked up in the Chesapeak, by two large French frigates, he

determined to push in to her relief. t. This, to the great mortifica

tion of the enemy, he successfully effect, d, on the 17th of May.

The Frenchmen made a shew of following the Terpsichore and

Dedalus out to sea; but, when our frigates hove-to, to receive

them, they prudently returned to their anchorage.

After accompanying the Daedalus to Halifax, the Terpsichore

returned to Guadaloupe, which Captain Bowen had the mortifica

tion to find was invested, and partly in possession of the enemy.

Fort Matilda being closely besieged, he was directed by Admiral

Caldwell to cover and guard the supplies which were brought for

the garrison ; a service which he performed with such vigilance

and activity, as obtained the applause of the whole army; and

when it was deemed expedient to evacuate the fort, the garrison

were greatly indebted for their safety to his judicious arrangements.

His services were most handsomely acknowledged, by the sea and

land officers, who commanded on the evacuation of Guadaloupe, as

appears by the following extracts from the London Gazette of

February 14, 1795:

Copy of a Letter from Rear-admiral Thompson to Vice-admiral Caldwell.

“sir, Vanguard, ºff Guadaloupe, December 11, 1764.

“Yesterday morning Captain Bowen, of his Majesty's ship Terpsichore,

accompanied by Captain Thomas, aide-de-camp to Lieutenant-general

Prescott, brought me a letter from the general, saying that he lind held out

• For a memoir and portrait of Sir Charles Knowles, the father of the

efficer here mentioned, vide Naval, CHRon IcLE, Vol. I. page 39; and

Vol. IX. page 461.

+ The Daedalus, on her passage to Halifax, had met with very tempes.

tuous weather; and, having spring her main and mizen-masts, and received

other considerable damage, she had been obliged to put in to Norfolk, in

Virginia, where she obtained new masts, nud was about to proceed on her

passage, when a French squadron arrived and blocked her up. After a

time, the enemy, with the exception of the two frigates nbove-mentiered,

put to sea, with a large fleet of merchantinen, bound fºr France; but it is

probable that, had it not been for the timely arrival of the Terpsichore, the

Daedalus would not have been able to c.fect her escape.
-
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at Fort Matilda as long as possible (indeed from the ships we could per

ceive that the walls of the fort were much shattered, and many of the guns

dismounted), and requested that I would make an arrangement for taking

off the troops, who would be ready at the water side by seven o'clock that

cvening. On my mentioning to Captain Bowen, that it would be necessary

an officer of rank should conduct the embarkation, he, in a very handsome

manner, offered to undertake the service, provided I thought him equal to

it. Knowing his abilities, I accepted his offer with pleasure, and he per

formed it very inuch to my satisfaction; bringing the whole garrison off,

without any loss on their part. Unfortunately, in rowing along shore, to

inquire after an out picket (which there was some doubt about, but which

had been called in, and was embarked) Captain Bowen received a bad

wound in the face. A mate and one man were killed in the Alarm's

Inunch, in conscquence of her being thrown on the beach by the surf. This

was all the loss we sustained, although the enemy kept up a smart fire of

musketry, and from some of their batterics. Considering the short notice,

every thing succeeded beyond my expectations, and I felt myself much

obliged to all concerned, officers and men; but Captain Bowen I beg leave

to recommend particularly on the present occasion, and for his exertions

during the whole siege, of which I have no doubt but Lieutenant-general

Prescott can bear ample testimony. We are now employed in arranging

the troops, in order to send them for the protection of the different islands.

When that is finished, I shall make the best of my way to join you at Mar

tinique.* I have the honour to be, &c.

“ C. THOMPSON.”

“Ettract of a Letter from General Sir J. Vaughan, K.B. Commander-in

chiºſ, &c. to the Secretary of State, dated Martinico, December 18, 1794.

“Lieutenant-general Prescott reports, that it has been greatly owing to

the ready assistance afforded to the garrison by Vice-admiral Sir John Jer

vis, and since by Rear-admiral Thompson, that he was enabled so long to

resist the efforts of the enemy. He also gives the highest encomiums to

Captain Bowen, of his Majesty's ship Terpsichore, who superintended the

embarkation, and by whose able disposition of the boats everything was

managed with the most perfect order and regularity. Unfortunately he

was severely woundcd, but we hope not in such a manner as to endanger

his life.

Ertract of a Letter from Licutenant-gencral Prescett to General Sir

J. Vaughan, K. B. &c. dated Vanguard, at Sea, December 11, 1704.

“The enemy from the water side near the town fired some small arms

soon after our men began to embark, but were checked by the light coin

pany of the 21st regiment, under the command of Lieutenant Patterson, a

steady gallant officer, as well as by a boat from the Terpsichore frigate,

* Admiral Caldwell had arrived at Martinique, on the 14th of November.
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into which Captain Bowen, who inspected and regulated the embarkation,

had as unexpectedly as judiciously put a gun, and by the fire of which I

imagine the enemy were very much surprised. The embarkation conti

nued, and was happily completed about ten o'clock at night, without

its being discovered by the enemy, who continued firing as usual on the

fort, till two or three o'clock on the morning of the 11th, as we could

plainly perceive from the ships. My satisfaction was great at having thus

preserved my brave garrison to their King and Country, and was embit

tered only by finding that Captain Bowen, of the Terpsichore, was badly

wounded in the face by a musket shot, when bringing off the last of the

men : a most active, intelligent, and brave officer, to whom I am under the

highest obligations for his constant and unremitted exertions to serve the

garrison during the whole progress of the siege."

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-general Prescott, to Vice-admiral

Caldwell, &c.

“ sir, “ Vanguard, at Sea, December 11, 1794.

“I cannot suffer the evacuation of Fort Matilda, in Guadaloupe, to pass

over, the defence of which was committed to me, without acquainting you

with the very gallant and truly meritorious conduct of Captain Bowen, of

the Terpsichore. This ship was, by Sir John Jervis, particularly allotted

for the protection of the fort by sea, and performed that duty from the

commencement of the siege thereof, on the 14th October, to the day of its

evacuation, the 10th instant at night, in a manner that beggars all descrip

tion. The conduct of Captain Bowen, in performing this duty, was above

all praise; his vigilance was unremitted in covering the various supplies of

men, ammunition, provisions, &c. which we had need of during a siege of

two months, and received without loss from his attention and zeal: he

required but to be made acquainted with our wants, to administer all in his

power to our relief, and his conduct on this trying occasion has made such

an impression on my mind, as cannot be obliterated ; and I am persuaded

that the whole garrison entertain the same sense of his services that I do.

I trust that the wound he has received in taking off the last of the garrison,

in his own boat, will not prove mortal, as thereby the King would lose a

most gallant and truly deserving officer. I had no acquaintance with Cap

tain Bowen until the commencement of this siege, and therefore I trust

that my thus taking the liberty of addressing you respecting him, can be

attributed to no other motive than the true one, an anxious desire to pay

that tribute of applause which is so justly due to merit such as his.

“I have the honour to be, &c.

“ R. PRESCOTT, Lieut.-general.”

After the above, any praise that we could offer would be super

fluous.-The shot having cut deep into Captain Bowen's cheek

bone, the wound soon became so dangerous in that climate, that

Vice-admiral Caldwell, duly appreciating the value of this gallant
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officer, sent him to England, with his despatches; a favour for

which he and his friends were truly grateful.

After his return, he was actively employed in the North Sea.

In the December of 1795, Sir John Jervis was appointed to

succeed Admiral Hotham,” as commander-in-chief of the Medi

terranean fleet ; + and soon aſter his arrival on that station, the

Terpsichore joined him, and Captain Bowen received a fresh

proof of the attachment and confidence of his patron, by being

appointed to command a squadron of small vessels, for the pur

pose of protecting the trade and supplies of the garrison of Gib

raltar. Sir John Jervis, in a letter to General O’Hara, men

tioned in CLARKE and M*Arthur's Life of Nelson, thus

introduces our hero to the general's notice:—“ Captain Bowen,

who is a child of my own, is selected to command the small naval

force at Gibraltar; and you will find in him the most inexhaustible

spirit of enterprise and skilful seamanship, that can be comprised

in any human character.” -

While Captain Bowen was employed on this service, frequent

opportunities occurred for displaying his nautical abilities; and it

ought particularly to be mentioned, that, by the practical applica

tion of the observations which he had made on the regular tide, on

each side of the Gut of Gibraltar, he refuted the common opinion,

of the impossibility of beating out against a westerly wind. He

also conducted the important duties committed to his charge, with

a zeal, activity, and judgment, which gained him the admiration

and gratitude of the garrison, and the warm attachment of the

governor.

Early in October, 1796, Rear-admiral Man's squadron was

chased into Gibraltar by a Spanish fleet; and Captain Bowen was

despatched, in the Terpsichore, to give the information to the

commander-in-chief. On the 10th, he fell in with the Pallas,

delivered his despatches for Sir John Jervis to the Hon. Captain

Curzon, and hauled his wind, to return to his station. On the

13th, being off Carthagena, at day-light in the morning, a strange

* A memoir of Admiral Lord Hotham will be found in the IXth Volume

of the Naval Chronicle, page 341.

* Wide Naval Crisonicle, Vol. IV, page 32.
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frigate was seen to windward, apparently in chase, under all sail.

Notwithstanding the Terpsichore's company had been considerably

reduced by sickness, Captain Bowen depended on the tried valour

of his remaining crew, and determined to risk an action, the par

ticulars of which, with its splendid result, we submit, from the

Gazette; only adding that the satisfaction of having humbled the

pride of the enemv, and nobly maintained the glory of the British

flag, was considerably nhanced by an opportunity of rendering

justice to the merits of his youngest brother, who was one of

h's lieutenants, and whose conduct on this and many other

occasions, justly entitled him to the encomiums of his gallant

relative. -

-

* Erºrict of a Letter from Captain Bowen, of his Majesty’s ship Terp

sichºre, to Sir John Jervis, Admiral and Commander-in-chief, &c. dated

Gibraltar, October 25, 1796.

On the morning of the 13th instant at day-light, we discovered a frigate

to windward, standing towards us. About eight I could perceive her

making every preparation for battle, and was then apparently in chase of

us; our situation altogether was such as to prevent my being over desirous

of engaging her out of our small complement of men we had left thirty at

the hospital, and we had inore than that nuinter still on board on our sick

and convalescent lists, all of whom were either dangerously ill, or extremely

weak. We were scarcely out of sight of the spot, where we knew the

Spanish fleet had been cruising only two days before, nnd in fact we had

stood on to look for then, with a view of ascertaining their movements; a

small Spanish vessel, which we conjectured to be a sort of teader, was

passing us, steering towards Carthagena; so that I could hardly flatter

myself with being able to bring the frigate off, in the event of a victory, or

of even escaping myself if disabled. On the other hand, it appeared that

nothing but a flight and superior sailing could enable me to avoid an action,

and to do that from a frigate apparently not much superior to us, except in

point of bulk, would have been committing the character of one of his

Majesty's ships more than I could bring myself to resolve on. I therefore

continued standing on, without any alteration of course. Having, with

infinite satisfaction and confort to myself, cominanded the Terpsichore's

crew for two years and a half, through a pretty considerable variety of ser

vices, I well knew the veteran stuff which I had still left in health to

depend upon, for upholding the character of British seamen; and I felt my

mind at ease as to the termination of any action with the frigate in sight

only. At half-past nine she came within hail, and hauled her wind on our

weather beam; and as I conceived she only waited to place herself to ad

vantage, and to point her guns with exactness, and being myself unwilling

to lose the position we were then in, I ordered one gun to be fired, as a
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trier of her intention. It was so instantaneously returncé, and followed

up by her whole broadside, that I am confident they must have done it at

the sight of our flash : the action of course went on, and we soon discovered

that her people would not, or cºuld not resist our fire. At the end of

about an hour and forty minutes, during which time we had twice wore,

and employed about twenty of the last minutes in chase, she surrendered.

At this period sºle appeared almost entirely disabled, and we had drawn

close up alongside with every gun well charged and well pointed. It was

nevertheless with considerable difficulty that I prevailed on the Spanish

cominander to decline the receiving of such a broadside, by submitting;

and from every thing I have since heard, the personal courage, conduct,

and zeal of that officer, whose name is Don Thomas Agaide, was such

during the action, notwithstanding the event of it, as reflects on him the

greatest honour, and irresistibly impressed on my mind the highest admi

ration of his character. After (from the effect of our fire) his booms had

tumbled down, and rendered his waste guns unserviceable, all the standing

rigging of his lower masts shot away, and I believe cvery running rope cut

through, and a great number of his people killed and wounded, he still

persevered, though he could rally but few of his men, to defend his ship,

almost longer than defence was justifiable. Had there been the smallest

motion in the sea, cvery mast must have inevitably gone by the board.

Our loss (which will appear by the enclosed list) has been inuch less than

could have been expected ; but our masts, sails, and rigging, were found to

be pretty much cut up. The spirited exertions of every officer, man, and

boy, belonging to the ship I command, as well in the action as in securing

the two disabled ships, and bringing them off instantly from a critical

situation, by taking the prize in tow, and by their incessant labour ever

since, will, I trust, when their small number is considered, place them in a

light superior to any praise I could bestow. I am even unwilling to speak

of the particular conduct of any of the officers; but the talents displayed

by the first lieutenant, Devonshire, who was but just out of the sick list,

during the action, added to his uncommon fatigue in taking care of the

prize, and the very able manuer in which he conducted and prepared to

defend her, entitle him to this distinction, and prove him highly deserving

of the recommendation you gave him with his appointment in the West

Indies; and although I had rather any other person should observe the

conduct of a brother of mine, in action, and speak of it afterwards, yet I

feel it my duty, as captain of the ship, to state that I thought Mr. Bowen's

(the second lieutenant's) conduct was particularly animating to the ship's

company, and useful, from the number of guns which he saw well pointed

in the course of the action; added to which, from the abscnce of the first

lieutenant on board the prize, the labouring oar of this ship has fallen on

him, and, in my mind, the task we have had, since the action, has been

infinitely more arduous than that of the action itself. The name of the

prize is the Mahonesa, carrying on the main deck 26 Spanish twelve

pounders, weighing eighteen ounces more than ours; eight Spanish sixes on

the quarter deck, and a number of brass cohorns, swivels, &c, had on board



THE LATE CAPTAIN RICHARD BOWEN. 369

*

275 men, besides six pilots, qualified for the Mediterranean, as high as

Leghorn, and to be put on board Admiral Langara's fleet, which she had

been sent from Carthagena to look for. She was built in 1789, at Mahon;

is of very large dimensions, measuring 1,1144 tons (Spanish); was before

the action in complete good condition ; and is considered by the Spanish

officers the fastest sailer, and one of the best constructed, and what they

attach considerabie importance to, the handsomest frigate in their navy.

Both the frigates have this moment anchored in safety.

“I am, &c.

“ RICHARD BOWEN.”

“An Account of the Killed and Wounded in the Action between his Majesty's

Ship Terpsichore, and the Spanish frigate Mahonesa, on the 13th of Octo

ber, 1796.

“Terpsichore mounts 32 twelve and six-pounders; complement of

men 21 J.

Killed.—None.

Wounded.—Mr. Richard Nobbs (acting boatswain) slightly in the foot;

John Roberts, quarter master, lost his left thigh ; and two seamen.

“Mahonesa, by the best accounts I have been able to collect, had about

thirty killed or died of their wounds the day of the action, and about the

same number wounded, several of whom are since dead.

“ R. BOWEN.”

In consequence of the well-merited commendation, bestowed in

the above letter, the Admiralty promoted Lieutenant Devonshire

to the rank of commander ; and the merchants at Lloyd's evinced

their sense of the importance of this gallant action, by voting

Captain Bowen a piece of plate. His friend, Mr. St. Barbe,

now a captain in the navy, transmitted the resolution to him, in a

letter, from which we shall extract the most material points, and

a copy of its enclosure :-

** MY DEAR siR, “London, the 10th December, 1796.

“ Health and long life to you. You’ are born to be a great man : no

thing less than First Lord of the Admiralty. I only hope I may live to see

it. Your engagement with the Spanish frigate was received with many

applauses at Lloyd's Coffee-house; a piece of plate of 105l. is the result.

I enclose the resolution of the committee, voting you the piece of plate,

which was sent me by order of the committee. You will make my best

respects to your brother. -- and so, God bless you ; which probably will

have as good an effect on you as though you had been blessed by his

Holiness.

“JOHN St. BARBE.”

ſºap. QIpron, Vol. XXLII. 3 B
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“Merchant Seamen's Office, December 1st, 1796.

“Meeting ºf the Committee for Encouraging the Capture of French

Privateers, Armed Vessels, &c.

“ Rawson Arslabſ E, Esq. in the Chair.

“ Resolved, -

“That Captain Richard Bowen, of his Majesty's ship Terpsiehore, be

requested by this committee to accept a piece of plate, value one hundred

guineas, in acknowledgment of his very gallant behaviour in the capture of

the Spanish frigate Mahouesa, of superior force, in the action of the 13th of

October last; and in testimony of the high sense this committee entertains

of the protection he has thereby afforded to the commerce of Great

Britain.”

Captain Bowen lost no time in refitting his ship; which having

accomplished, he sailed on a cruise to the westward. On the 12th

and 13th of November, he captured several small vessels, and sent

them into Gibraltar. On the 22d of the same month, off Cape

St. Mary's, he spoke an American brig, the master of which

informed him, that he had the evening before parted from a large

Spanish ship from Monte Video, bound to Cadiz, and that he sup

posed she was then a little to the southward of him. The weather

being thick and hazy, she was not discovered by the Terpsichore

before noon ; when a Spanish ship of the line also hove in sight,

apparently in chase of the Terpsichore. Captain Bowen, by a

judicious manoeuvre, drew her after him, until it was dark ; then

shaped his course for Cadiz; and, at ten the next morning, he

captured the Monte Video ship in the mouth of the harbour,

and towed her off in triumph.

At day-light, in the morning of the 12th of December, while

cruising about twenty leagues to the westward of Cadiz, a gale of

wind blowing at south-east, with a heavy short sea, a strange

frigate was discovered about four miles on the weather quarter

of the Terpsichore. Chase was instantly given, under all the can

vass she could bear. The enemy made all sail, upon a wind, and

the chase was continued, with much manoeuvering on both sides,

for nearly forty hours; during which, from the weather being

extremely squally, and at times blowing an absolute storm, the

Terpsichore sprung her fore and main-top-masts. At length,

however, the enemy, finding it impossible to avoid an action,
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brought to ; and about ten o'clock at night, on the 13th, Captain

Bowen had the satisfaction of getting alongside of her. A most

spirited battle immediately commenced,' yard-arm and yard-arm ;

and, after a hard contest of nearly two hours, the enemy surren

dered to the superior bravery and discipline of the Terpsichore.

She proved to be la Vestale, French frigate, of 36 guns, and

270 men ; having her captain, and forty men killed ; the second

captain, and about fifty men wounded; and, in a few minutes

after she had struck, her colours, all her masts, and bowsprit,

went by the board. The Terpsichore's loss in this action was one

quarter-master, and three seamen, killed; Lieutenant George

Bowen, Mr. Fane, midshipman, and seventeen seamen, wounded.

Two lieutenants, and thirty seamen, were absent in prizes. Of

his brother's conduct in this action (for which he was afterwards

promoted by the Admiralty to the rank of commander) Captain

Bowen writes to his commander-in-chief thus :-

“My brother, who was the only lieutenant on board, and on whom fell

the task of conducting the duty on the main-deck, was, by a shot fired after

our opponent had actually struck, very severely, and as I much dread,

incurably wounded, chiefly in the shoulder, but with the addition of several

bad contusions in different places. I feel thankful, however, that I was not

deprived of his co-operation, or my feelings agitated by the occasion, until

our united efforts were crowned with success.” . . . .

Captain Bowen seut the master, and a boat's crew, to take

charge of the prize, which had by this time drifted amongst the

shoals between Cape Trafalgar and Cadiz, the breakers of which

were seen by the light of the moon. She had not an anchor clear

for letting go, and most of the Frenchmen were drunk. However,

by great exertions, Mr. Elder (the master) succeeded in bringing

her up in fifteen fathoms, and rode out the night about two miles

from the shore. The Terpsichore, from her crippled situation, and

want of hands to repair damages, could render her prize no

assistance; and it was with much difficulty that she weathered the

rocks of St. Sebastian. On the following morning, Captain

Bowen stood in and anchored in the hawse of his prize, four miles

S. W. of the island of Sancti Petro, the whole Spanish fleet in

Cadiz clearly in view. In the evening, a favourable slant of wind

gave him an opportunity of getting under weigh, with his prize in
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tow; but the tow rope getting foul of a rock, it was cut for the

safety of both the ships, and he was under the necessity of aban

doning la Vestale to her fate, and standing off for the night. The

next morning, on standing in, he had the extreme mortification to

see her running into Cadiz, under jury sails, and French colours

re-hoisted; the French having risen upon the master and his small

party, and got assistance from the shore during the night.” Cap

tain Bowen, after a painful detail of the unfortunate sequel to the

gallant exertions of himself and his brave followers, adds—“As

we feel conscious of having done our duty, to the utmost of our

power, we endeavour to console ourselves with the expectation of

our conduct being approved.”—How well this expectation was

answered, the following honourable testimony, from the pen of

his commander-in-chief, will prove :-

“ DEAR powen,

“The intelligence we received from the patrons of two pilot boats, when

off Cadiz, on the 17th December, that the French fligate then lying

between the Diamond and Pocros, had been distnasted and captured by an

English frigate, inpressed us all with an opinion, that the Terpsichore had

achieved this gallant action. I lainent exceedingly that you and your brave

crew were deprived of the substantial reward of your exertions; but you

cannot fail to receive the tribute due to you from the government and

country at large. I was very much agitated with the danger you appre

hended your brother was in, when you wrote : I have, however, derived

great consolatiun from the report of Captain Mansfield, that he was much

recovered, and able to walk down to the Mole, before he sailed. The

account you gave of Francis Fane is very grateful to my feelings, and I have

sent your postscript to Lady Elizabeth, as the greatest treat I could give to

a fond mother, and an high-minded woman.

“I hope when the upper works of the Terpsichore are thoroughly

repaired, and well caulked, you will not find her so crazy as you apprehend.

I agree with the commissioner, that it was not justifiable to rip the copper

off her bottom, recoll: cting that she underwent that operation on her

return from the West Indies; and holding an opinion, that although your

two actions have been very heavy, the shock cannot have materially

affected her body, much below the line of flotation. In respect to your

going to England, I submit to your cooler judginent, now your brother is

recovering, and the Terpsichore putting to rights, whether it would not

look like a dereliction of the very honourable post you have been selected

* La Vestale was afterwards taken, in the year 1799, by Captain Charles

Cunningham, of the Clyde.
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to fil, and which I consider as the highest situation a captain of your stand

ing on the list could be appointed to.

“I desire you will remember me kindly to your brother, and to all the

good fellows in the Terpsichore, and believe me to be, most truly yours,

“ J. JERVIS,”

“Pictory, in the Tagus, 15 h January, 1797.”

The moment that the intelligence of the glorious 14th of

February, 1797, arrived at Gibraltar, Captain Bowen got under

weigh to join his victorious chief; and, on his passage to Lagos

Bay, he ſell in with the Emerald, Captain Welters, the Cornewall,

Captain Berkeley, and two other frigates, watching the Santissima

Trinidada ; it was late in the evening, and Captain Bowen was

conſident that he saw the Union Jack flying over Spanish colours,

on board her, and congratulated the senior officer on the event;

but, as it blew too strong for any communication, but by hailing,

it was doubted by Captain Berkely, whether the prize colours were

a token of surrender, or a mere ruse de guerre. In the night,

Captain Berkeley, with his frigates, lost sight of her, and Captain

Bowen proceeded to the commander-in-chief, to whom he com

municated the circumstance. On his return to his station, he had

the peculiar good fortune to fall in with the same mighty ship,

carrying four tiers of guns, by herself, with only her foremast

standing. Captain Bowen determined to ascertain, whether she

would surrender to him. The wind was very light, and it falling

calm when the Terpsichore arrived within gun-shot, he soon found

that the Spaniards treated him with contempt. How this arrogance

of a four-decker was chastised by a little two-and-thirty gun

frigate, will long be remembered by the Dons ; and the effect of

his fire was made known to Captain Bowen, in a letter from his

admiral, dated Wille de Paris, April 2, 1797, of which the

following is an extract:-

* MY DEAR Bowen,

“You were very unfortunate indeed, not to have fallen in with Oakes or

Tyler; either would have done. The gallant attack you made deserved

success: it is not given to mortals to command it. An American gentleman,

who called upon me at Lisbon, saw the second captain of the Trinidada,

who was badly wounded by the Terpsichore, and told my informant that

you had killed nine on the spot, and wounded a great number, several of

whom he had reason to believe had since died of their wounds, and they

described your fire as infernal.”
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On the 29th of May, two Spanish frigates at Algesiras, having

troops and money on board, for Ceuta, took advantage of the

Terpsichore being in the Mole, and pushed out; but, as soon as

their intentions were perceived, Captain Bowen warped his ship

out, joined the Pallas, and gave chase to the Spaniards, who, the

instant that they saw the little Devil (a name which the Terpsichore

had acquired among them) under weigh, returned to their

anchorage. This conduct of the enemy's ships contributed not a

little to the amusement of the garrison. The Pallas returncd to

Gibraltar; but the Terpsichore continued out, and, that night,

took a small prize from under the Spanish batteries.

On the 12th of June, Captain Bowen was detached by Sir John

Jervis to look into Teneriffe ; and on the 18th, at midnight, he

cut out from under the batteries of the Mole of Santa Cruz, a rich

ship from the Manillas, bound to Cadiz. On the 5th of July,

after having been actively engaged in the first bombardment of

Cadiz, under Rear-admiral Nelson,” he was by that officer

entrusted with the command of the second bombardment, # of

which the London Gazette gives the following detail:—

“Rear-admiral Nelson ordered a second bombardment of Cadiz on the

night of the 5th, under the direction of Captain Bowen, of the Terpsichore,

Captain Miller, of the Theseus, and Captain Waller, of the Emerald, and

appointed Mr. Jackson, master of the Ville de Paris, to place the Thunder,

Terror, and Strombolo. The bombardment produced considerable effect

in the town, and amongst the shipping; ten sail of the line (amongst them

the ships carrying the flags of admirals Mazzaredo and Gravina) having

warped out of the range of the shells with much precipitation the following

morning.”

The enemy's gun-boats, on this occasion, kept close under the

walls; “and no opportunity (says Nelson, in one of his letters to

Earl St. Vincent?) was offered to Bowen to make a dash.”

Captain Bowen, whose numerous services had pointed him out

as a fij person to be employed on any bold and adventurous enter

prise, was one of the officers who were selected to carry into effect

* Fide biographical memoir of Lord Nelson, Naval Chronicle, Vol. III,

page 177.

+ Ibid. page 178.

: Fide Clarke and M'ARTHUR's Life of Lord Nelson,
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the long projected attack upon Teneriffe. It is evident, indeed,

from the following extract of a letter from Sir John Jervis to

Rear-admiral Nelson, dated June 6, 1797, that the commander

in-chief had long had his eye upon him, for this service:—

“MY DEAR ADMIRAL,

“If I obtain a reinforcement of four ships of the line, as I have reason

to believe I shall, from the strong manner I put the necessity of the measure

in my public letter to Nepean, and private correspondence with Lord Spen

cer; I will detach you with the Theseus, Culloden, Zealous, Leander,

Emerald, and Andromache, with orders to attempt the surprise of Santa

Cruz in the Grand Canary. Terpsichore Bowen shall also be of the party;

but I rely chiefly on the local knowledge of Captain Thompson, of the

Leander. Turn this in your mind; for the moment the expected ships

arrive, I will. dash you off.”

On the succeeding day, Sir John Jervis also wrote to Rear

admiral Nelson as follows:–

“Your train of artillery, fixed ammunition artillery, and devil cart will

be supplied cheerfully by General O'Hara. Terpsichore Bowen will come

with the bomb-vessel, and shall be sent for then the moment I have notice

of the approach of the reinforcement.”f

On the 24th of July, every necessary arrangement having been

made, Captain Bowen had the glorious, but eminently hazardous

post assigned to him, of leading the rear-admiral to the attack.:

At the head of forty or fifty of his crew, he landed at the Mole

Head of Santa Cruz, stormed the battery, spiked the guns, and

was proceeding towards the town, in pursuit of the fugitive Spa

niards, when a tremendous discharge of grape, from some field.

pieces in his front, brought him to the ground, with his first

lieutenant, and many of his brave followers, at the moment that

Nelson received his wound on landing.

Thus fell Captain Richard Bowen' than whom, says the immor

tal Nelson, a more enterprising, able, and gallant officer, does

not grace his Majesty's naval service l—The failure of this enter

* Wide Clarke and M'Amihup's Life of Lord Nelson. + Ibid.

# For the details of the memorably disastrous attack upon Teneriffe, the

reader is referred to the memoir of Lord Nelson, Naval ChRoNicle,

Vol. III. Page 178; of Sir Samuel Hood, Vol. XVII. page 19; and of Sir

Tuomas Troubridge, Vol. XXIII, page 9.
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prise, by the other boats mistaking their direction in the darkness

of the night, is too well known, for a repetition of the painful

detail to be at all necessary. The body of Captain Bowen, covered

with wounds, was discovered in the morning, under those of his/

first lieutenant and his whole boat's crew, who had been his faith

ful companions in many hazardous and successful enterprises; had

been the witnesses, and humble imitators, of his gallantry, in many

triumphs over the enemies of his country; and who had sealed

their attachment to their lamented leader, by participating in his

glorious fate. His body was committed to the deep, with the

honours of war, on the 27th of July. The dark wave rolls over

the remains of the hero ; the tears of his friends and of his ship

mates enbalm his memory; and the fame of his gallant actions

shall endure, when the marble shall have mouldered into dust!

Lord Spencer, who then presided at the Admiralty, was

strongly urged by Earl St. Vincent, and by his eldest brother, on

the subject of a monument to Captain Bowen's memory. On this

subject, Admiral Nelson, in one of his letters to Earl St. Vincent

(published in CLARKE and M'ARTHUR's splendid work) thus

writes:—“Why is not a monument voted in St. Paul's, to per

petuate the memory of the gallant Bowen I put it strongly to

Lord Spencer. If you have an opportunity, pray express my

surprise, that no mention has been made of him in either House of

Parliament.”—Again :-“I think Captain James Cornwall, of the

Marlborough, who fell in an action 17th February, 1733 [1744]

that disgraced his Majesty's arms beyond anything in naval his

tory,” except in the instance of Benbow's captains, had a monu

w

* The full particulars of the action here alluded to, are introduced in

our memoir of Sir William Rowley, Naval Chronicle, Vol. XXII. page

442.–Captain Gornwall was stationed as one of the seconds of Admiral

Matthews, the commander-in-chief, whom he most nobly supported, till

the fatal moment which deprived him of life; and the parliament, grateful

for his distinguished heroism, voted a large sum of money, for the erection

of a splendid monument to his memory, in Westminster Abbey.—“This

beautiful monuinent,” as it is termed in the description of the curiosities

of that venerable cdifice, “is thirty-six feet high, and has a solid base and

pyramid of rich Sicilian marble; against the pyramid is a rock, (embºlished

with naval trophies, sea-weeds, &c.) in which are two cavities: in one is a

Latin epitaph: in the other a view of the sea fight before Toulon, in basso
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ment in Westminster Abbey. This is easily ascertained; and if I

am correct, will prove a fair precedent for the immortal

JBowen.”

relievo; on the fore-ground the Marlborough, of 90 guns, is seen, fiercely

engaged with Admiral Navarro's ship, the Real, of 111 guns, and her two

seconds, all of which are in the act of raking the Marlborough fore and aft.

On the rock stand two figures; one represents Britannia under the charac

ter of Minerva, accompanied by a lion ; the other figure is Fame, who

having presented to Minerva a medallion of the hero, supports it whilst

exhibited to public view. Close to the medallion is a globe, as are varions

honorary crowns due to valour. Behind the figure is a lofty spreading palm

tree, whereon is fixed the hero's shield, or coat of arms, together with a

laurel tree, both which issue from the naturally barren rock, as alluding to

some heroic and uncommon event. In the front of the monument is the

following inscription —

“Amongst the monuments of ancient merit,

In this sacred Cathedral, let the name of

JAMES CORNWALL

Be preserved; the third son of HENRY Conswar I,

Of Bradwardin Castle, in the county of Iſereford, Esq.

Who, from the very old and illustrious stock of

The Plantagenets,

Deriving a truly ancient spirit, became

A naval commander of the first eminence,

Equally and deservedly honoured by the tears and

Applause of Britons, as a man

Who bravely defended the cause of his country

In that sea-fight off Toulon;

And being by a chain shot deprived

Of both his legs at a blow, fell unconquered

On the 27th of February, 1744, in the 45th year of his age,

Bequeathing his animated example to his fellow

Sailors,

As the legacy of a dying Englishman,

Whose extraordinary valour could not be recommended

To the emulation of posterity in a more ample eulogy

Than hy so singular an instance of houour;

Since the Parliament of Great Britain, by an unanimous

Suffrage,

Resolved that a monument, at the public expense,

Should be consecratcd to the memory

Of this nost heroic person.” * *

fºat. Jbron, Vol. XXIII. 3 c
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Lord Spencer, however declined bringing the subject forward,

on the ground that no precedent existed of such an honour, to the

memory of an officer who had perished in an unsuccessful enter

piise.—Admitting this to have been correct—but which is proved

not to have been so—we rather wonder, that a nobleman,

possessing that liberality and elevation of sentiment by which Lord

Spencer is so eminently distinguished—a nobleman, too, who is

known to have the welſare and honour of the naval service deeply

at heart, should have grounded his refusal to perpetuate the fame

of a departed hero, on so feeble a plea. Lord Spencer should

have feſt, that it is for great minds to form, rather than to follow,

precedents.

In consequence of his lordship's declining to introduce the sub

ject to the notice of Parliament, a monument, erected by his

father, in the church of his native place, is the only memorial of

the services, and of the fate, of Captain Richard Bowen ; of that

spirited and indefatigable officer, who, in time of peace, had

relieved and rescued from ruin an infant colony; who had taken

from the enemy three frigates, of very superior force, after obsti

nate engagements, and one of them with boats only, in the face of

a powerful land force ; who had preserved, to render further ser

vices to his Majesty, the brave garrison of Fort Matilda, at Gua

daloupe ; who had, in his little frigate, engaged the largest first

rate in the Spanish navy; who had annoyed the enemy's trade,

almost beyond examp's ; who, for the protection which he had

afforded to the commerce of Britain, had received the most ho

nourable acknowledgments from the merchants of London; who

had been dangerously wounded in the execution of his duty; and

who had finally Jaid down his inestim ible life, for the glory of his

King and Country This monument, the tribute of paternal

affection, is all that the nation boasts, to record the fame of an

officer, whose character is so strongly depicted in the services

which he performed, as to render all panegyric superliuous; and

whose greatest reward was, the steady and constant friendship of

his noble patron, Earl St. Vincent, whose discerning eye first

discovered his hidden talents, and whose magnanimity and great

example, called them forth to victory and renown
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in eſtatDic Particula Rs. .

Captain Richard Bowen was descended from the ancient and respectable

family of the Bowens, of Court House, in the Seignory of Gower, in Gla

morganshire. He had four brothers, three of whom still survive him, and

are all in his Majesty's service. The eldest, Captain James Bowen, under

whose auspices he first entered the navy, whose services on the glorious

first of June, 1794, as master of the Queen Charlotte, and on many subse

quent occasions have eminently distinguished him, was captain of the

Channel Fleet under Earl St. Vincent, is now a Commissioner of the

Transport Board, and has two sons post captains in the navy. The second,

John, holds a situation in a civil dº ºutinent under government. George,

his gallant companion in the Terpsichore, who afterwards served with great

credit on the expedition to Egypt, as commander of his Majesty's ship

Alligator, is now a post captain. Thomas, his youngest brother, fell a

sacrifice to the climate of the West Indies, when serving as a midshipman

on promotion, in the Cumberland, Captain M'Bride, in the Spanish arina

inent of 1790.

AD ID ENDA

TO T. He

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

of the late

RIGHT IIC,NOU (RAPLE

CUTHBERT LORD COLLINGWOOD,

WICE-ADA: II. AL OF THE RED SQUADRQN.

-º-

HN the biographical memoir of Lord Coilingwood, which

appears in the XVth Volume of our Cú Rosicle,” the

professional services of his lordship, previously to, and at, the

glorious battle of Trafalgar, are fully recorded. Subsequently

to that period, his public career is well known ; and, to repeat

the substance of his Lordship’s “Letters on Service,” which

have been already faithfully registered in various parts of our

work, would be altogether stºpe, fluous. The following original

letter from Lord Collingwood, comprising that epitome of his

services, from which our memoir was chiely drawn up, will,

however, we doubt not, be regarded as a valuable document.

* Commºncing at page 853.
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Mr. Joyce Goin, publisher of

the Naval Chronicle.

. S I R, Queen, at Sea, 7th January, 1806.

You have really made a request to me, that notwithstanding

I have every desire to comply with your wish, I find a great

difficulty in ; that is, in writing any thing relating to myself,

that can be very interesting or entertaining to the public:—my

life has been a continued service at sea, but unmarked by any of

those extraordinary events, or brilliant scenes, which hold meu

up to particular attention, and distinguish them from those

officers who are zealous, and anxious for the public service.

I went into th haºy at a very early period of my life, in the

year 1761, in the Shannon, under the protection and care of a

kind friend and relation, the late Admiral Braithwaite, to whose

regard for me, and the interest he took in whatever related to

my improvement in nautical knowledge, I owe great obligations:

I served with him many years, and afterwards with Admiral

Roddam.–In 1774 I went to Boston with Admiral Graves,

and in 1775 was inade a lieutenant by him on the day the battle

was fought at Bunker's Hill, where I was with a party of sea

men, supplying the army with what was necessary to them.

Iu 1776 I went to Jamaica lieutenant of the Hornet sloop, and

soon after the Lowestoffe came to the same station, of which

Lord Nelson was lieutenant; we had been long before in the

habits of great friendship, and it happened here that Admiral

Sir Peter Parker, the commander-in-chief, being the fiend of

both, whenever Lord Nelson got a step is rank, I succeeded

him ; first in the Lowestofle, then in the Badger, into which

ship I was made a commander in 1774, and afterwards the

Hinchinbroke, a 28-gun frigate, which made us both post cap

tains: the Hinchinbroke was in the spring of 1780 employed

on an expedition to the Spanish main, where it was proposed,

by the River San Juan, and the Lykes Nicaragua and Leon, to

pass by a navigation of boats into the South Sea. The plan

was formed without a sufficient knowledge of the country, which

presented difficulties that were not to be surmounted by human

skill or perseverance. The river was difficult to proceed on

-
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from the rapidity of the current, and the several falls over the

rocks, which intercepted the navigation, and the climate was

deadly; no constitution could resist its effects. At the port of

San Juan I joined the Hinchinbroke, and succeeded Lord Nel

son, who was promoted to a larger ship: but he had received

the infection of the climate before he went from the port, and

had a fever from which he could not recover until he quitted his

ship, and went to England: my constitution resisted many

attacks, and I survived most of my ship's company, having buried

in four months 180 of the 200 which composed it. Mine was

not a singular case, all the ships that were as long there suffered

in the same degree: the transports' men all died, and some of

the ships having none left to take care of them, sunk in the

harbour; but transport ships were not wanted, for the troops

they brought were no more; they had fallen, not by the hand of

an enemy, but sunk under the contagion of the climate. From

this scene I was relieved in August 1780, and in December

following was appointed to the command of the Pelican, a small

frigate of 24 guns. In August the following year, a severe

hurricane blew, in which she was wrecked, being cast on the

rocks of the Morant Keys, in the middle of a most tremendous

night; the next day with great difficulty the ship's company got

on shore on rafts, made of the small and broken yards, and on

those small sandy hills, with little food and water, we remained

ten days, until a boat went to Jamaica, and the Diamond

frigate came and took us off. -

The ship I next commanded was the Sampson, of 64 guns,

which ship at the peace of 1788 being paid off, I was appointed

to the Mediator, and went to the West Indies, where, with

Lord Nelson, who then commanded the Boreas on the same

station, I remained until the latter end of 1786. From 1786

to 1790, I was in Northumberland, making my acquaintance

with my own family, to whom I had hitherto been as it were a

stranger. In 1790 an armament being prepared against Spain,

I was appointed to the command of the Mermaid, and went to

the West Indies with Admiral Cornish ; Lut affairs with Spain

and Russia being accommodated, and uo prospect of having
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employment at sea again soon, I went into the North, and was

married, and thought | was settling myself in great comfort;

but I was mistaken; for in eighteen months the French war

broke out, and in 1793 I was appointed captain of the Prince,

Rear-admiral Bowyer's flag-ship, and served with him tºutil he

was wounded in the action of the 1st of June, in the Barfleur.

After that ship I commanded the Hector and Excellent, in

which ship I went to the Mediterranean, blockading Toulon ;

and in this ship I was on the 14th of February, 1797, in the

action off Cape St. Vincent; in 1790 I was appointed to the

rank of rear-admiral, and soon after hoisted my flag in the

Triumph, in which ship and the Barfleur I served until the end

of the war.

On the re-commencement of hostilities I was again employed

in the Channel fleet, in a variety of ships, by which means I was

always in a complete one, without having the inconvenience of

quitting my station for the purpose of replenishing.

In May, 1805, I was appointed to command a squadron on

foreign service. I remained before Cadiz, maintaining the

blockade of that port, until Lord Nelson superseded me in my

cominand in September last. -

In this sketch of my life you may perceive, Sir, how great a

part of it has been spent at sea; since the year 1793, I have

only been one year at home; to my own children I am scarce

known; yet while I have health and strength to serve my

country, I consider that health and strength due to it; and if I

serve it successfully, as I have ever done faithfully, my children

will not want friends. I am, Sir, your most obedient,

And very humble servant,

62-,º

P.S. Mr. Bowyer, at the Historic Gallery, Pell Mall, has

my miniature portrait,
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To the above, we feel it necessary only to subjoin the follow

ing brief º

ACCOUNT OF LORD COLLINGWOOD'S FUNERAL,

which took place at St. Paul's Cathedral, on Friday, the 11th

of May.

His Lordship's remains were landed at Greenwich Hospital,

and there deposited, on Thursday the 26th of April. The flag

of the Ville de Paris was hoisted over his coffin, which was

placed under the stern of Lord Nelson's funeral car.

At Greenwich, on the morning of the funeral, the Pensioners,

to the number of about 500, were drawn up in two lines, and

the procession moved from the Painted Chamber in the follow

ing order :— -

- The Undertaker—the Mutes—the Chaplain.

The Body, carried by twelve veterans, Lord Collingwood's flag thrown over

as a pall, and eight naval officers as pall bearers.

The drummers of the hospital, beating the dead Înarch.

Eight wounded lieutenants of the Hospital.

Four wounded captains of ditto.

Lord Hoop, and the Lieutenant governor. .

The above proceeded to the principal gate; the Body was

then put into the hearse, and conveyed to St. Paul's Cathedral,

where it arrived in the following order:—

The undertaker—ſour mutes—four men on horseback.

The banner of England–four men on horseback.

The coronet and velvet cushion, by a man on horseback, bare-headed,

supported by two pages.

Two mutes on horseback.

The hearse, drawn by six horses, and ornamented with armorial bearings,

and trophies emblematic of his victories.

Pages attending. - t

Seven mourning coaches, each drawn by six horses, and ornamented as

above, with pages attending.

A number of gentlemen's carriages followed, among which were those of

Lord Grey, Lord St. Vincent, Lord Mulgrave, the Lord Chancellor,

Lord Cochrane, Hon. Thomas Grenville, Aamiral Harveyſ?

Sir Peter Parker, and about 30 other admirals and cap

tains who had served under his Lordship.

Lord Collingwood's brother was chief mourner, aud Spencer Stanhope, Esq.

M.P. second mourner. -
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On their arrival at St. Paul's the doors were opened at the west entrance,

and the procession was received by the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Wellesley, and

Dr. Weston, the ministers who performed the funeral service.

The hody remained in the cathedral with the standard lowered, and the

eoronet placed on the pall, till the service had been performed. It was

then taken to the vault under the dome, and laid by the side of Lord Nel

son. At the request of the family, a steward, who had served Lord Col

lingwood more than eleven years, on board different ships (and whose

attachment had remained unshaken), was allowed to perform the last sad

office to the remains of his master, by placing the coronet on the coffin.

The burial service was performed in the vault by the Rev. Mr. Wellesley,

and after the ceremony, the funeral train returned to their carriages.—The

spectators were numerous, and the greatest confusion prevailed in St.

Paul's, in consequence of the pressure of the crowd. Several old Greenwich

pensioners attended the funeral, from sincere attachment to the memory of

their deceased commander.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &e.

-

NANTES IN GURGITE wasIo.

-

ExTRAORDINARY INSTANCE OF PATERNAL JUSTICE.

N the year 1526, James Lynch Fitzstephen, merchant, being elected

Mayor of Galway, sent his only son commander of one of his ships to

Bilboa, in Spain, for a cargo of wine. Former dealings at this place were

the means of recommending the father's credit, which young Lynch took

advantage of to secrete the money for his own use which his father

entrusted him with for the purchase of the cargo. The Spaniard who

supplied him on this occasion, sent his nephew with him to Ireland, to

receive the debt, and establish a further correspondence.

The young men, who were much of an age, sailed together with that

seeming satisfaction which congenial situations create among mankind.

Open and generous, the Spaniard anticipated the pleasure which he should

enjoy with such a friend. The ship proceeded on her voyage, and as every

day must bring them nearer the place of destination, and discover the fraud

intended by Lynch, he conceived the diabolical resolution of throwing his

friend overboard. After sounding the sentiments of the hands on board, he

brought the major part of then over to his purpose by promise of reward,

and the rest by fear. On the night of the fifth day, the unfortunate

Spaniard was violently seized in his bed and thrown overboard.

A few days more brought them to port; his father and friends received

him with joy, and in a short time bestowed on him a sufficient capital to
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set him up in business. Security had lulled every sense of danger, and he

- proposed for a beautiful girl, the daughter of a neighbour, in marriage.

His terms were accepted, and the day appointed which was to crown his.

yet successful villany, when one of the sailors who had been with him on

the voyage from Spain was taken ill, and finding himself at the point of

death, he sent to the father, and communicated a full relation of the hor
w

rible deed which his son had committed on the seas. - -

The father, though struck speechless with astonishment and grief, at

length shook off all the feelings which incline the parent to natural partia

lity. “Justice shall take its course,” said the indignant magistrate; and

he, within a few minutes, had his son seized, together with the rest of the

crew, and thrown into prison. They all confessed the crime; a criminal

process was made out against them, and in a few days a small town in the

west of Ireland beheld a sight paralleled by few instances in history—a

father sitting in judgment, like another Lucius Junius Brutus, on his son :

and like him, too, condemuing him to die, a sacrifice to public justice?

“Were any other but your wretched father your judge,” said the inflexible

magistrate, “I might drop a tear over iny child's misfortune, and solicit

for his life, though stained with murder; but you must die!—these are the

inst drops, which shall quench the sparks of nature; and if you dare hope,

implore that Heaven may not shut the gates of mercy on the destroyer of

his fellow creature.” He was led back to prison, and a short time ap

pointed for his execution. *

Amazement sat on the face of every one of this little community, which

at most did not consist of more than three thousand people. The relations

of the unhappy culprit surrounded the father; they conjured him, by all

the solicitude of nature and compassion, to spare his son. His wretched

mother, whose name was Blake, flew in distraction to the heads of her

own family, and at length prevailed on them, or the honour of their house,

to rescue her from the ignominy his death must bring on their name. They

armed to deliver him from prison; when his father being informed of their

intention, had him conveyed to his own house, which he surrounded with

the officers of justice. Ile then made the executioner fasten a rope to his

neck : “You have little time to live, my son,” said he, “let the care of

your soul employ your few last moments—take the last embrace of your

unhappy father.” He ordered the rope to be well fastened to a window,

and compelled the constables to throw the body out. A few minutes put

an end to his life. -

AccouNT of Tue MAELST ROM, IN THE NORTH SEA.

The Maelstrom is a current or motion of the sea of Norway, the effects

rf which are no less singular than dangerous. Between Lofoden and Mos

koe, the depth of the water is between 30 and 40 rathonis when it is flood;

the stream runs up the country with a boisterous rapidity, and the roar of

its impetuous ebb to the sea is scarcely equalled by the loudest cataracts,

the noise being heard several leagºes off, and the vortex so powerful as to
º

*
*
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absorb every ship that comes within its attraction: It is then beaten to

pieces against the rocks at the bottom, and when the water grows smoother,

its fragments are thrown up again. But these intervals of tranquility hap

pen only at the turn of the ebb and flow, and last but a quarter of an hour.

Whales frequently come too near the stream, and are overpowered by its

violence. It is then impossible to describe their howlings and bellowings

in their fruitless attempts to disengage themselves.—A bear once attempt

ing to swim from Löfoden to Moskoe, to prey upon the sheep in that

island, was caught by the stream and borne down, whilst he roared so ter

ribly as to be heard on shore. In the year 1645, the stream waged with

such noise and impetuosity, that on the island of Moskoe the very stones of

the houses fell to the ground.

This remarkable whirlpool is situated in longitude 10 deg. 46 min. east,

fatitude 68 deg. 8 min. north.

JEFFERY, THE SEAM.A.N.

Many erroneous and contradictory reports having appeared, respecting

the fate of this unfortunate man, the following cztract of an affidavit,

sworn before John Clarke, Esq. Mayor of Liverpool, by George Hassell,

mariner, who arrived at Liverpool on the 14th of April, in the ship Fame,

belonging to the house of Neilson and Heathcote, of that Town, will, it is

presumed, be considered conclusive on the subject:— -

“The deponent states, that in the month of March, 1809, he left tha

towns of Marblehead and Beverley, in the State of Massachuset, for

Boston; that about two or three days before deponent's leaving Beverley,

he saw a person of the name of Jeffery, who, he understood, was by trade

a blacksmith, with whom he had some conversation, and who told him, that

he (Jeffery) was born in the West of England, and had been put on shore

on the island of Sombrero, from an English sloop of war, by order of the

captain, having been conveyed in the boat by a master's mate and four

men; and that the offence for which he was sent on shore was, for having

taken some spruce beer belonging to the officers; that he remained on the

island for three or four days, and subsisted by eating crab-fish, that hap

pened to be washed on shore, and getting water to drink from the crevices

of the rocks after it had rained; that he had been taken up from the island

by the schooner Betsey, Captain Francis, of Marblehead. That at the time

Jeffery came to Marblehead in the said schooner Betsey, he worked with a

butcher there, and afterwards left Marblehead for Beverley, a distance of

about six miles, and where deponent saw him last in the month of March,

1809, working with a blacksmith, and from whom, as deponent understood,

he received wages at eighteen dollars per month. And this deponent fur

ther saith, that the said Jeffery was well known in the neighbourhood of

Marblehead and Beverley, previous to deponent's leaving, and was generally

called by the name of Governor of Sombrero, it being so notoriously known

there that he had been put on shore by the order of an English sloop of

war; that Jeffcry appeared to the deponent to be about 22 or 23 years ºf
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age, and about five feet four or five inches in height, with a light com

plexiou, and rather slender made.

- “ GEORGE HASSELL.

“Sworn at Liverpool aforesaid, this 25th day

of April, 1810, before me,

“JOHN CLARKE, Mayor.”

The subjoined extract of a letter, addressed to the Editor of a Cornwall

paper, states several particulars relating to Jeffery's being set on shore,

which were not mentioned on the trial of Captain Lake. Having men

tioned our authority, however, we do not feel responsible for the veracity of

the statement:— -

“ DEAR siR, - “Fowey, April 27.

“In consequence of your letter, I have had a conversation with Ann

Line (sister to Nathaniel Jeffery's father), who informs me that her ne

phew, Nathaniel Jeffery, a native of Fowey, being on board the Recruit sloop

of war, commanded by Captain Lake; at a time when the people wanted

water in the West Indies, Jeffery got at and drank some spruce beer

belonging to the captain, for which he was to suffer punishment. Mr.

Richard Mould (also a native of Fowey), second lieutenant, was ordered

by the captain to put Jeffery on shore. The lieutenant remonstrated, but

could not prevail on the captain to adopt any other mode of punishment.

Some of the boat's crew had a few biscuits and a piece of beef. Jeffery,

when in the boat rowing on shore, desired them to drown him, but they

could not, and must obey the captain's order. When the boat was on

shore he clung to the boat. At last, the men forced him on the barren

rock. They gave him the biscuit and beef. Lieutenant Mould would have

given him money; but he replied, it was of no use to him. He then gave

him the boat-hook and staff, and three handkerchiefs, to hoist as signals;

after which they left him. This was related to her by Libby, and

—Johns, two seamen of Polperro, then belonging to the ship (soon after

they were discharged): but these men will not say any thing about it now,

as the woman says. She heard Lieutenant Mould say, that on their

arrival in England (Captain Lake and Lieutenant Mould, returning in hope

of promotion, Libby and Johns being discharged) Captain Lake said, I hope

when I have another ship, we shall sail together.” Lieutenant Mould

replied, “No, never. Recollect Jeffery.” The captain said, “I wish I

had never doue it.” Mr. Mould is now in the East Indies.”

old Description OF ST. ii fle N.A.

The following account of St. Helena, is taken from a work, entitled,

“A Description of the Persian Monarchy, now beinge, the Orientall Indyes,

Iles, and other parts of the Greater Asia and Affrick;" written by Thomas

Herbert, Esq. (remembered for the attention which he paid to King

Charles I. in his latter moments) at the early part of the seventeenth

century —
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“Saint Helena was so denominated by Juan de Noua, the Portugall, in .

regard he first discovered it on that saint's day. -

“It is doubtful whether it adhere to America or Afrique, the vast ocean

bellowing, on both sides, and almost equally; yet I imagine that she inclines

more to Afer than Vespusius.

“'Tis in circuit thirty Fnglish miles, of that ascent and height that 'tis

oft enveloped with clouds, from whom she receives moisture to fatten her:

and as the land is very high, so the sea at the brinke of this isle is excessive

deepe, and the ascent so immediate, that though the sea beat fiercely on

her, yet can no ebbe nor flow be well perceived there.

“The watcr is sweet above, but running downe and participating with

the salt hills, tasts brackish at his fall into the valleys, which are but two,

and those very small, having their appellations from a lemmon tree above and

a ruined chappell placed beneath, built by the Spaniards, and dilapidated

by the Dutch. Their has been a village about it, lately depopulated from

her inhabitants, by command from the Spanish King, for that it became an

unlawful magazine of seamen's treasure, in turning and returning out of

both the Indies, whereby he lost both tribute and prerogative in apparant

Inleasure.

“Monuments of antique beings, nor other rarities, can be found here.

You see all, if you view the ribs of an old carrick, and some broken pieces

of her ordnance left there against the owner's good will or approbation :

goats and hogs are the now dwellers, who multiply in great abundance, and

(though unwillingly) afford themselves to hungry and sea-beaten passengers:

it has store of partrich and guinea heus, all which were brought thither by

the honest Portugall, who now dare neither anchor there, nor owne their

labours, lest the English or Fleminings qucstion them.

“The ile is very even and delightful above, and gives a large prospect

into the occan. 'Tis a saying with the sea-men, a man there has his choice,

whether he will breake his heart going up, or his necke comming downe,

either wish bestowing more jocundity than comfort; and here we left buried

our honest Captaine Andrew Evans.”

ROAT CLOAK.

STANDING one day upon the wharf at Sheerness, with a captain whose

boat was coming ashore, a woman of the town standing near said, “is that

your boat, captain ?”—“Yes,” was the reply.—“I am sure that is a

* - made lieutenant in her,” said the girl.—“How do you know that?"—

ºv dºn't you see he has a cloak big enough for three people, and he does

r: ... the midshipman a bit of it to sit upon.”
º

* -- ºr Fºs from lord NElson to commissionER siR Isa Ac cofri N.

“. . . Y of Ar coff N, “Palermo, February 5th, 1799.

* : , , y talks for your kind letter. I shall be glad to accept your offers

‘. . . .ue arsºnal at Minorca, . for all my ships want much repairing. God
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knows if we shall not all very soon pay you a visit, for if the Vesuvian

republic continues by the permission of the Emperor, the island must very

soon be without a monarchy. Troubridge is gone to Egypt. We left

handed gentlemen are privileged to write short letters, therefore I shall

finish, Believe me, ever, your most obliged and faithful friend,

“ NELSON.”

“ MY DEAR coff IN, “Palermo, February 15, 1799.

“I send you the Mutine, pray sce iſ you can patch her up, and give her

some stores. I am obliged to send El Corso on her mission, for which

Duckworth will scold. Ilow long we shall remain here, you Inust ask the

French, for at present I see nothing to oppose their progress. God bless

you.” -

offrcral MEMoRANDA, RELATIve to THE LATE Lord collixGwoop.

MAY 30, 1803—Hoisted his flag in the Diamond to join Admiral Corn

wallis. (When sent to the Mediterranean not known.)

May 18, 1805–Appointed commander-in-chief of a squadron on a parti

cular service off Cadiz. -

September 13, 1805.—Directed to consider the above commission as

annulled, when he shall be joined by Lord Nelson; and to be under his

Lordship's command.

November 6, 1805.-Appointed commander-in-chief in the Mediterra

nean; and died 7th March, 1810.

J EU D'Esprit.

The following jeu d'esprit, which was current among the literary circles

of Germany in the year 1804, has been lately communicated to us by a

literary friend. The reader will perceive the characteristic national inge

nuity displayed by the German translator, and we should be glad to record

in the Naval CHRoNicue any successful attempt to transfer the spirit and

dexterity of the original into our own or any modern tongue, although we

confess we despair of seeing the difficulty overcome in any other languages

than the Italian or Spanish. -

Ad GALLORUM DUCEM BONAPART e.

Vaticinos tibi quod navales laurea cingit

Tempora nec magnus spes mure destituit

Dejiciet tua gens cunctas nex Gallia victrix

Denique frangetur littus ad Albionum

Sors bona non mala sors concludit proclia quara

Seculate dicint, pars bona non mala pars.

- GERMAN TRAN81,atIGN.

Ich verkunde das seeschlact's kronen dein

Bonaparte Warten; niemals die plane

Meeresflicten vereiteln. Sicherlich Gallier alle

Walkersbunde vertilgen, England's kinten die
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Heere Frankreichs erstürmen, nie dirkriegedie

- Misgeschike rathen ; wohl ist so, noch Jahr-hunderte

Werden ehren dich, nie dich verwünschen.

Reverse.

Verwunschen dich, nie dich ehren werden Jahr-hunderte noch, so ist

wohl, rathen misgeschike die kriege dir, nie ersturmen Frankreichsheere

die kusten England's, vertilgen volkersbunde alle Gallier, sicherlich vereitelm

meeresfluten dic plcene dir; niemals Warten Bonaparte dein kronen

seeschlact's, das verkunde ich.

DAN ISH NAVAL or FICERs.

On the 6th of January, 1810, the number of officers in actual service in

the Danish navy was as follows:–1 admiral; 2 vice-admirals; 8 rear

admirals; 4 commodores; 15 captain commanders; 28 captains; 31 cap

tain-lieutenants; 64 first lieutenants; and 68 second lieutenants.—There

were also engaged in the Admiralty service, and recruiting, 1 rear-admiral;

7 commodores; 2 captain commanders; and 6 captains.

TRADITIONAL ANEcdote of ADMIRAL BEN Bow."

AFTER many years hard service (for he had only merit to recommend

him) he visited Shrewsbury, his native town, (whether before or after he

became an admira! is not said) and on his arrival proceeded to the house

of his nativity, which was then occupied by people no way related to him.

IIe entered the house, walked up stairs, went into the room where he first

drew breath, fell on his knees, and returned thanks to the Great Disposer

of Events for his protection and support.

COMPARATIVE STATE OF NAVAL AND MILITARY OFFICERS IN THE riots?

or commioNs.

Navy. Army. Total.

Is the year 1748, there were 11 — 47 – 58

1751, -- 14 – 41 – 55

1756, 16 - 37 - 53

1810, 19 – 44 - 66

CORRESPONDENCF.

MR. ED1To R,

HT appearing so very strange that the letters of the Hon. Captain Henry

| Duncan, containing accounts of the many gallant exploits performed

by the boats of the Porcupine and Mercury, while on the Mediterranean

• A portrait and memoir of this officer will be found in the XXth

Volume of the NAVAL CHRoNicle, page 169. -
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station, should never have been transmitted to the Admiralty, and conse

quently never published; while the Gazettes are constantly filled with ac

counts of that kind of service; I have accidentally procured copies of them,

which I know you will be happy to insert in your Naval Chronicle; and

it will certainly appear the more extraordinary, that these letters were never

sent home, when, it is known, that the first lieutenant of the Mercury was

a few days ago, promoted to the rank of commander, in consequence of the

part he had in these exploits, which he of course would have got many

months ago, had the knowledge of his services ever reached the

Admiralty. I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

London, 9th April, 1810. W. H.

His Majesty's ship Porcupine, off Catero,

sir, 23d November, 1807.

Having on the evening of the 7th October last chased a Trabacolo into

the harbour of Zupaino, I sent Mr. George Price, first lieutenant of this

ship, with a cutter and jolly boat, to endeavour to bring her out: on their

rounding a point, which forms the entrance of that port, I observed a gun

boat, under the Italian flag, open a fire of round and grape upon them ;

I therefore, for the present, recalled the boats, but as soon as it was dark,

detached them to attack her, having taken her guard boat (sent purposely

to look out for them) mounting a four-pound swivel, and manned with

French soldiers, they boarded and carried the vessel, under a heavy fire of

grape and musketry; they expected the attack, and had in consequence

Inoored her to the shore, with four cables, and were in every respect quite

prepared for it. She proved to be la Safo, mounting one long brass 24

pound gun, and several large swivels, was commanded by Anthonio Ghega,

enseigne de vaisseau, and had on board about fifty men, most of whom

jumped overboard. She belonged to a division of Venetian gun-boats, sta

tioned along this coast, and had been sent timee days before, from Ragusa,

to protect the island of Zupaino. Great credit is due to Lieutenant Price,

for his gallant conduct in this affair; also to Lieutenant Francis Smith, the

petty officers, seamen, and marines, who were employed under him. I am

happy to add we had only one seaman, and one marine, wounded.

His Majesty's ship under my command has also captured since the 23d

of September last, about forty vessels belonging to the enemy; their cargoes

chiefly consisting of grain and wine, and either bound to, or coming from,

the ports of Ragusa and Catero; and as this service has been principally

performed by Lieutenant Price, with the boats, and almost always under the

fire of the enemies batteries and musketry, I would not be doing justice to

that officer, was I to omit mentioning, how much I feel satisfied with his

gallant aud.judicious conduct on these occasions.



392 cott respo N drºxce.

Owing to a series of bad weather, I have been obliged to destroy la Safo,

and most of the other prizes. *I am, Sir, &c. - -

HENRY DUNCAN, Captain.

Patrick Campbell, Esq. Captain of his

.Majesty's ship Unite, and senior Off

cer in the Adriatic.

--

His Majesty's ship Porcupine, off Catero,

51 R, 4th December, 1807.

Having received intelligence that the enemy were going to fortify the

island of Curzola, I took every opportunity (when the strong southerly

winds would not allow me to remain close in with Catero) to keep between

Ragusa and that island. On the 27th of November, Lieutenant Price, in

the cutter, captured two small vessels from Ragusa, under a fire of muske

try from the shore, by which he had one man wounded; and on the 29th

I sent him with the boats. to destroy a number of small vessels in the har

bour of Zuliano, together with the wine that was in the magazines, it being

intended for the French troops: this service he performed without any loss,

and much to my satisfaction: a trabacolo loaded with wool, the only vessel

that was afloat, he brought out. While the boats were returning on board,

another trabacolo was seen coming down; I immediately gave chase in the

ship, but Lieutenant Price anticipated my wishes, and with his usual ala

crity, pulled to windward, and captured her. I had the pleasure to find she

was from Ragusa, bound to Curzola, having on board stores of every descrip

tion, for mortars and guns; two six and a half inch brass mortars, two five

and a half brass howitzers, four new 18-pound gun carriages, plazk and

every material necessary for constructing a battery on that island, and a

great quantity of shot and shells. A gale of wind came on inamediately

after we had taken the above vessels, which obliged me to destroy them,

bat the guns and most of the stores we took on board this ship.

I am, Sir, &c.

HENRY DUNCAN, Captain.

Patrick Campbell, Esq. Captain of his

Juajesty's ship Unité, and senior Off

cer in the Adriatic.

His Majesty's ship Porcupine, ºff Corfu,

st r, 8th January, 1808.

His Majesty's ship under my command captured last night, after a chase

of twelve hours, the French transport Saint Nicolo, carrying two guns, six

teen seafaen, and thirty-one soldiers, belonging to the sixth regiment of the

line, thirty-six hours from Tarento, bound to Corfu ; finding that another

bound to the game island had sailed four hours before her, I immediately

pushed for the chanic between Paxos and Corfu, and this morning had the

good fortune to take her also ; she proved la Mºlona del Carmine, carrying

six guns, twenty settinct, and thirty-three soldiers, balonging to the same

“stucut; they are both large ships, and have cargoes of grain and guu
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powder on board, intended for the garrison at Corfu. The capture of these

ships, on this their first voyage, gives me much pleasure, as they sail re

markably well, and have been completely fitted for carrying troops and pro

visions to the Seven Islands. I am, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

- HENRY DUNCAN, Captain.

Thomas Harvey, Esq. Captain of his Ma

jesty's ship Standard, and senior Off

cer in the Adriatic.

MY LORD, His Mjesty's ship Porcupine, 1st July, 1898.

I have the honour to inform your lordship, that on the 23d ult, a vessel

under French colours came out of Civita Vecchia, and, endeavouring, by

crossing this ship, to get to the westward, she was run ashore under two

towers, mounting two guns each; I sent Lieutenant Price, with the boats,

to destroy her, which he did most effectually, and without any loss, though

under a very heavy fire. She was from the island of Ischia, loaded with

wine.

On the 25th at day-light, off the island of Monte Christo, we fell in with

a French schooncr; which, after a chase of eleven hours we captured within

a mile of the shore of Corsica, and about four leagues south of Bastia :

her crew persevered for a long time in endeavouring to run her cn shore,

but were at last, though so near it, obliged by our fire to leave her, and they

all made their escape. She proved la Nouvelle Enterprise, a letter of

marque, pierced for fourteen guns, six 6-pounders mounted; only twenty

four hours from Leghorn, bound to Scala Nova, in Turkey, with a cargo of

bale goods. She is not above three weeks old, sails remarkably well, and is

the best found vessel of the kind I ever saw. I am, my Lord,

- Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

HENRY DUNCAN, Captain.

To the Right Hon. Lord Collingwood,

Vice-admiral of the Red, 3c. Medi

terranean.

His Majes'y's ship Porcupine, at Sea,

MY' LORD, July 14th, 1808.

I have the honour to inform your lordship, that on the morning of the

9th inst. being off Monte Circello, on the coast of Romania, I observed two

French gun-boats, with a merchant vessel under convoy going alongshore to

the westward: as the ship was becalmed, I sent Lieutenant Price with the

boats, in pursuit of them; after a row of eight hours, in a hot sun, he

drove the latter on shore, and forced the gun-boats to take shelter under the

batteries of Port Danzo. At this time, seeing three very suspicious vessels

coming down, with a fresh breeze from the westward, I was obliged to

recall him, but before we could cut them off, they also got into the same

diab. ºſtron. (Hoi, XXIII. 3 E
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harbour. Next morning I observed one of them, a large polacre slip, ite

further out than the others, and havi 2 reconnoitred, thought it possible to

take her. I was the more induced to try it, from a wish to give a check to

the trade along this coast, which our enemies think from their numerous

batterics they can carry on without molestation. As soon as it was dark,

the boats went in, under the cominand of Lieutenant Price, and from under

the heaviest fire I c. ºr saw, brought her out ; she carries eight long six

pound guns, and had on board between twenty and thirty men, from

Hieres Bay, hound to Naples, with salt. When I consider that this vessel

was moored to a beach lined with French soldiers, within pistol shot of two

batteries, a tower, and of three gun boats, carrying each a 24-pounder, and

thirty men, that from the baffling winds, she was an hour and twenty mi

nutes before she got out of range of grape, and that the enemy were at

first perfectly prepared for the attack; I cannot find words to express my

admiration at the intrepid conduct of all the officers, scaumen, and marines,

cinployed on it. -

I am sure that the services of Licutenant Price, (he having been more

than thirty times in action with the boats of this ship since October last)

and his sufferings on this occasion, being severely wounded on the head,

and right leg, will be a sufficient excuse for my requesting, in the strongest

terms, that your lordship will recommend this gallant officer to the consi

deration of the Lords of the Admiralty.

Enclosed are the names of the officers employed in the boats, and a list

of the wounded, all of whom I am happy to say are likely to do well; for

tunately we had none killed. '

I am, my Lord, &c.

HENRY DUNCAN, Captain.

The Right Hon. Lord Collingwood, &c.

Pice-admiral of the Red, and Com

mander-in-chief, &c. Mediterranean.

‘Names of the Officers employed in the Boats of his Majesty's Ship Porcupine,

on the Night of the 10th July, 1808.

George Price, first lieutenant ; Francis Smith (2) second lieutenant;

James Renwick, lieutenant of the royal marincs; Messrs. Barry, Fether.

ston, Wilkes, Adams, and Butler, rhidshipmen; and Anderson, captain's

clerk. - -

List of the Officers, Seamen, and Marines, wounded in the Boats of his

Mºjcsly's Ship Porcupine, on the night of the 10th of July, 1808.

Licutenant George Price, severely; John O'Brien Butler (midshipman)

ditto; John Campbell, quarter-master's-mate, ditto; James Lewis, able,

ditto; Joseph Germain, ordinary, ditto; Edward Edwards, able, slightly;

James Rogers, marine, scverely; Wm. Mitchell, ditto, slightly.*

* This letter appeared in the Gazette, and Lieutenant Price was made 4

eommander.
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SIR, His Majesty's Ship Porcupine, 27th August, 1808.

I have the honour to inform you, that his Majesty's ship under my com

mand, on the 21st ultimo, drove on shore near Monte Circello, a French

polacre ship, which was afterwards completely destroyed by the boats under

the command of Lieutenant Francis Smith (2), and without any loss, though

under the fire of a tower, mounting two guns, within pistol-shot of her; she

was about two hundred tons burthen, from Naples, loaded with iron hoops,

and staves. . -

On the 8th instant we chased another French ship into the island of

Planosa, near Elba, which is defended by a tower and battery : at night I

sent the boats to attack her, under the command of Lieutenant Smith,

assisted by Lieutenant James Renwick, of the royal marines, Messrs. Parry

and Barry, master's mates, Lane, midshipman, and Anderson, captain's

elerk. Notwithstanding the heavy fire of the vessel, the forts, of the French

soldiers which lined the beach to which she was moored, and one of her guns,

which had been landed purposely to defend her, they (with that determined

and steady courage which has so often, on these occasions, distinguished the

officers, seamen, and marines I have the honour to coinmand) boarded and

brought her out ; she proved la Conceptione, mounting four guns, from

Genoa, bound to the island of Cyprus, with bale goods. Lieutenant Suith

is deserving of every praise which I can bestow, for his gallant and judi

cious conduct, and he speaks in the highest terms of every one employed

under him. - -

Enclosed is a list of the killed and wounded; among the latter is Lieute

nant Renwick, of the royal marines, a nost excellent and gallant officer; he

has on this occasion received three musket-ball wounds; but I am happy

to add is recovering fast.

I have the honour to be, &c.

HENRY DUNCAN, Captain.

Vice-admiral Thornborough, &c. -

A List of Killed, &c. in the Boats of his Majesty's ship Porcupine, the Hºn.

Henry Duncan, Captain, when cutting out the French ship la Concep

tione, 8th August, 1808, from an Harbour in the Island ºf Planosa, near

Elba.

Charles Evans, captain fore-top, killed; Janes Renwick, lieutenant, royal

marines, wounded severely; B. Swanson, captain of the after guard, ditto;

James Borlase, carpenter's mate, ditto, died 8th August; Richard Maugor,

able, ditto; Thomas Hampson, able, ditto; Leonard Sooby, able, wounded

severely; Edward Edwards, able, wounded slightly; James Handby:

marine, ditto ; James Rogers, ditto, severely.

SIR, His Majesty's ship Mercury, off Rovigno, 2d April, 1899,

I have the houour to inform you, that the boats of his Majesty's ship

under any cominand, last night cut out of the harbour of Rovigno, and fruin
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under a very heavy fire of great guns, and musketry, la Leda, Venetian

gun-boat, Antoine Bonnevie, enseigne de vaisseau, commander, carrying

one long 24-pound gun, and six large swivels; another of the same descrip

tion was lying close to her, and would certainly have been captured also,

had not a fog unexpectedly come on, which completely deranged the plan

of attack, thereby obliging the boats to tow the vessel out, under the

additional fire of five guns, on an island, which was to have been stormed

by the marines. When the strength and situation of the harbour of

Rovigno are considered, (the entrance not being more than 100 yards wide)

that the gun-boats were moored close to two heavy batteries, and that they

were so well prepared, as to fire several times before our boats got up, that

they had been reinforced that evening by a detachment of soldiers, and had

boarding nettings nearly up to their mast heads: I do not think more bra

very was ever displayed, than by the officers, seamen, and marines, em

ployed on this occasion. They were commanded and led on in the most

gallant manner by the first iieutenant, Watkin Owen Pell, who received

two severe wounds in boarding, and has before lost a leg in the service of

his country. Enclosed is a list of the killed and wounded, and the names of

the officers emplºyed on this service.

I have the honour to be, &c.

HENRY DUNCAN, Captain.

William Hºste, Esq. Captain of his Ma

jesty's ship Amphion, and Senior Offi

ter, & 6.

List of Officers and Men killed and wounded in the Boats of his . Majesty's

Ship 1ercury, the Hon. Henry Duncan, Captain, on the JWight of the

1st ºf April 1909.

Killed.—John IIopkins, ordinary seaman.

Wounded.—Lieutenant W. O. Pell, severely; Philip Gill, coxswain,

severely; George Hitchinson, severely ; Robert Williams, severcly.

List of Officers employed in the Boats of his Majesty's ship Mercury, the

Hon. Henry Duncan, Captain, on the Night of the 1st of April, 1809.

First lieutenant, W. O. Pell; second lieutenant, Robert James Gordon ;

Mr. Richard Hildyard, master; Licutenant Whylocke, royal marines; Mr.

Jeremiah Crawley, carpenter; Mr. George Anderson, captain's clerk ;

Messrs. Stirling, Wilkes, Parker, and Adans, midshipmen; and Mr. Robert

Williams, acting assistant surgeon.

His Majesty's Ship Mercury, off Cape Colone,

MY LORD, May 19th, 1809.

I have the honour to inform your lordship, that in coming down the

Adriatic on the 15th instant, being becamed off the town of Rotti, near

Manfredonia, I observed seven large trabacolas, and several smaller ones,

hauled upon the beach, and sent a flag of truce to desire then to be give"
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up, as I was unwilling to hurt their town, which being refused, the Mercury

was anchored within half-gun shot, in four fathoms, and after a few broad

sides, the boat's crew and marines, under the second lieutenant, Gordon,

were enabled to land and destroy them; their being hauled on shore, would

not have prevented our getting them off; but a breeze springing up, I did

not think it an object worth detaining the ship for, having despatches on

board. I am sorry to say that Lieutenant Gordon, who has on many occa

sions particularly distinguished himself, is severely burnt by an explosion of

gunpowder, while blowing up one of the vessels; he is the only person hurt

on our side. The enemy must have suffered much in the town.

I have the honour to be, &c.

HENRY DUNCAN.

The Right Hon. Lord Collingwood, Vice

admiral of the Red, and Commander-in

chief, &c. Mediterranean.

His Majesty's ship Mercury, off Manfredonia,

SIR, September 8th, 1809.

In obedience to your order of the 31st ult. to cndeavour to take or

destroy the enemy's schooner, in the harbour of Barletta, I have the honour

to inform you, that although we got off the port on the 2d instant, the

weather would not allow of our making the attempt until last night, when

she was boarded, and carried in the most gallant style, by the boats of his

Majesty's ship under my command, she proves the French schooner of war,

la Pugliese, launched at Barletta about three months ago, pierced for ten

guns, had ou board seven (five six-pounders and two eighteens) was

commanded by an enseigne de vaisseau, with a complement of 50 men, but

had only 31 on board, who were so prepared for the attack, as to be able to

fire on our boats before they got alongside.

It gives me the most sincere pleasure to add, that this service has been

performed without a man being hurt on our side; and as, besides her own

means of defence, she was moored with eight cables inside, was almost

touching a mole, lined with musketry, within musket-shot of a castle,

mounting eight guns, and of two armed feluccas, from under which fire she

was towed, without rudder orsails; I must principally attribute this good for

tune, to the judicious and prompt manner in which the attack wasmade, which

strongly marks the judgment and gallantry of the first lieutenant, Pell, who

directed it. He speaks in the highest terms of the assistance he received

from the second lieutenant, Gordon, Lieutenant Whylocke of the marines,

Mr. Sandell, the gunner, and Mr. Anderson, captain's clerk, each of wbon

commanded a boat; and of the excellent good conduct of the officers, sea

men, and marines, employed under him.

I have the honour to be, &c.

HENRY DUNCAN, Captain.

William Hargood, Esq. Captain ºf his

Majesty's Ship Northunterland, and

Senior Officer, &c. Adria'ic.
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MR. EDITom, - London, 28th March, 1810.

HOULD you approve the subjoined notice of the miraculous

escape of his Majesty's ship Thunderer, from being wrecked on the

coast of Ireland, in a heavy gale of wind on the night of the 10th of De

cember, 1803, you will oblige me by inserting it in your valuable publica

tion. I have the honour to be, Sir,

- Your most obedient servant,

ANDREW BARCLAY,

Then Master of the Thunderer.

In the afternoon of the night that the gale commenced, the Thunderer

had stood close in shore to speak a ship bound to Cork; the wind southerly,

and before an offing could be obtained, the gale commenced, and so violent

in its onset, that had it not been for the exertion and judicious Conduct of

so experienced a seaman as Captain Bedford, much of the canvass which

was set must have blown away before it was reduced to the fore-sail, and

treble-reefed main-top-sail, which sail it was absolutely necessary to carry,

to prevent the ship from drifting direct on an iron-bound coast; and to endea

vour to forereach her, rcund the mizen-head, to obtain the entrance of Ban

try Bay. It is impossible for me to express the anxiety that was felt during

the night; from the press of sail set, the ship labouring much, with the

night tremendously dark, and drizzling rain : our destiny depended on the

fore-sail and main-top-sail holding out; for if either of them had given way,

all was lost; as it blew too hard to attempt setting other canvass, and but

two miles from a lee-shore. The joy of every countenance at day-break,

to find we had reached the land, and was in Bantry Bay, was inexpressible.

***

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE S. PERCEVAL.

(Copy.)

$1 R,

IB." the decease of Lord Collingwood, the sinecure appointment of

Major-general of Marines has become vacant, and as on former occa

sions, has been filled up by an admiral.

At such a period as the present, it might have been supposed, before you

resolved to gratify any sentiment of private inclination, to which this

vacancy in your patronage might give rise, that as a minister you would have

paused before you determined on the revival of the above useless, and it may

be said, contemptible appointment; useless it cannot be denied, inasmuch

as there is not the execution of even a shadow of duty to plead in its be

half; and in point of fact it has no more reference to the useful corps of

which it bears the name, than it has to the Archbishop of Canterbury, or any

other subject equally foreign to it; and contemptible it may be said to be,

from its bestowing the title of general on a British admiral, for the sole

purpose of authorizing the payinent of 3!, a day from the public purse; a
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title so inapplicable, and a pension, under such a denomination received,

ought surely to be rejected by a British admiral with disdain. - *

I wish not to be understood as conveying any reflection on the respecta

bility of that highly useful body, the Corps of Marines, a corps of which I

had but a very vague idea, till the serious occurrences in the Channel Fleet

in the year 1797, led me to procure information on this important branch

of our national strength ; and standing perfectly unconnected with it, I

cannot be accused of sinister motives in the assertion, that this corps has

deserved more attention and encouragement than the Board of Admiralty

has of late vears thought proper to bestow upon it. To return to the sub

ject in question, the appointment above mentioned would probably be not

useless, and could not be contemptible. were it held, and proper duties

assigned to it by an officer of its own corps; but can any thing be more

preposterous than the appointment of admirals as generals, lieutenant

generals and major-generals of marines, with no duties to fulfil, and four

captains selected from the navy as colonels of the same corps, precisely un

der similar circumstances as the admirals above mentioned. To trace these

appointments to their origin seems not necessary; suffice it to say, that the

lieutenant-generals and major-generals were created so late as 1794; but

the naval colonels, as far back (I am credibly informed) as the year

1760, at which time the only colonel which the corps of marines had was

removed from his command at an expense to the public, and three captains

of the navy were commissioned as colonels of marincs, for the express

purpose, as the order of council states, of “better disciplining a large body

of marines ashore,” with an income of 2i. per day. This not only proved

injurious to the service, but the inexpediency of the plan was soon appa

rent: those new colonels were not in their proper element; it became ne

cessary to intimate to them they were to consider themselves as not belong

ing to the corps, but the emolument was, and has been continued to this

day, an instance of still-born imbecility in the projector of a useless bur

then to the state.

I am by no means desirous of mis-stating facts, but if I am rightly

informed, the amount of pay issued to those nominal generals and colonels,

is above seven thousand a year.

It is not meant to contend that these appºintments have been bestowed

on persons not worthy of a remunerative consideration for their services to

the state; but if those meritorious officers have acquired a claim of this

nature, let then not have appointments foreign to their profession, and

which no doubt create a blush every time they receive the emolument of

such improper titles. The Commons, Sir, I am persuaded, would cineerfully

adopt, and the public as warmly applaud, a proposal from the minister, for

distinguished uaval officers to enjoy pensions equal to the sinecure appoint

ments they at present hold. This measure would have the advantage of

things being called by their proper names, and would tend to destroy the

odium now so generally felt, on the knowledge of useless sinecures.

If ever there was a reason for erecting a general of marines, I presume it

must now have acquired much additional strength, as I believe that corps

-
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to consist of a much larger force than at any former period; but this is a

point foreign to my purpose, my wish is merely to draw your serious atten

tion to those anomalous appointments of generals and colonels of marines

from the navy; those unnatural excrescences, so derogatory to the patriotic

delicacy of the gentlemen appointed, should be suffered to drop as nature

permits, for no one will have the hardihood to deny that any thing can be

more preposterous than they are, more useless to the state, or more

humiliating to the corps, to which they hang an obsolete and useless

appendage.

AMy 10th. A TEMPLAR.

------

L)UPI, LING.

Am I to set my life upon a throw -

Because a bear is rude and surly 2–No–

A moral, sensible, and well-bred man

Will not affront me, and no other can. CowPER.

-

M. R. FDITOR,

MAY perhaps be considered as deviating from my attempt to elucidate

the true nature of discipline, if I offer a few thoughts on the subject of

duels; but as they occasionally arise from matters wholly relative to the ser

vice, and then are indeed most highly subversive of good order, I deem my

self still within the limits I had assigned.

It is, however, with very great pride and pleasure, Mr. Editor, I observe,

that the navy is by no means fertile in these mischievous and foolish calls

to indecisive decision, as they may be well termed; and your annals of many

years are blotted with very few instances of duels between naval officers,

when we consider the fashion of the times, and that the custom does not

appear to have beca discountenanced where it might have been, to very

great effect.

H
i

But the naval character is happily marked by an honourable and good

humoured neglect of that fastidious spirit which leads men into these dis

graceful broils; and from this happy circumstance, there is more confidence,

and more real social enjoyment among naval officers than any other body

of men whatever; and as their public actions can bear minute examination,

we come to a pleasing result, that those men who fight the enemies of their

country with most effect and bravery, are perhaps the least apt to cut each

other's throats for a mistaken or an idle word. Indeed, with a few melan

choly exceptions, duellists are not found in the class of the really brave

“And fear, not courage, is the proper source— -

The fear of tyrant custom, and the fear

Lest fops should censure us, and fools should sneer.”

They are to be found amongst those whose passions have been fostered, and
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their reason neglected. I am, Sir, at present treating the subject under

merely human considerations, for it is universally known that the precepts

of our holy religion are both plainly and positively explicit against the

practice.

In a former letter I have recommended that the pillow should be con

sulted before the infliction of punishment, and when it has been, I am very

certain that it has been less severe, and at the same time more just, than if

it had been inflicted without that precaution. If the same monitor had

always been consulted before the penning a challenge, I verily believe that

few duels would ever have taken place, and by way of explaining my opi

nion I will fancy a case. We will suppose that after an angry altercation,

and insulting language, one party instantly writes his opponent–

“ sip,

“Your language at:d behaviour towards me have been so perfectly unlike

a gentleman, that I must insist upon your retracting your words in a public

apology, or giving me that satisfaction my injured honour demands.

“I am, &c."

The reply we may conceive such as this

* SIR

“When you presume to insist you must have been certain of my scorn

ing to comply, and therefore shall answer your demand of satisfaction when

aud where you please.

“I am, &c.”

I think these letters are somewhat in the usual style, and evidently tend

ing to preclude the possibility of the satisfaction of an amicable adjustment

as much as the writers can. -

Let us, however, suppose the consultation with the pillow, which I have

recommended to have taken place, and I think the correspondence would

have assumed something like the following character:—

“ sin,

“I rely with the most perfect confidence on your retracting the offensive

language made use of towards me during our unfortunate altercation yes

terday, and if during our warmth I have erred towards you in the same

way, I am ready to make such apology as our friends who were present may

recominend.

“I am, Sir, &c."

Reply—

“ sir,

“As it has been with much concern that I recollect the improper

lengths I was led in the warmth of our late dispute, I receive with much

satisfaction your tender of amicable adjustment, and will submit the nature

of my apology to our friends who were present.

“I am, Sir, &c.

fºat. Cºron. Cieſ. XXIII. 3 F
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2.

I presume that the above would not be much unlike letters written by

the same persons, the first under the influence of passion, the latter under

the guidance of reason; for there is this essential distinction in the feelings

of angry disputants, at the time, each thinks that only one is in an error,

the nert day, each sees as clearly as possible, that there have been faults on

both sides.

We are told that there is an unpardonable grossness of language,

and the giving the lie, is esteemed such. In answer to this I may observe,

that the habits of a gentleman are such, that even passion will not lead him

to use such an expression, and the duty of the person receiving such lan

guage is to take the proper steps to have the person using it expelled fron

society. In cases of duels I believe one consideration either in giving or

receiving a challenge, has been whether the other party is on a proper

footing, that is, whether his rank and character qualify him to demand or

receive satisfaction. Now, if a man has debased himself so low as to use

gross and ungentlemanlike language, it is well worth the aggrieved person's

consideration, whether he should put himself on a footing with him.

The use of duels, we are told, is, that they are a check upon bad tongues

and foul manners, and that much grossness would be the cousequence of

their disuse. Human nature certainly needs trammels, but much better

than duels might be found, not only morally better, but more efficacious in

the remedy of the evil. The general causes of duels are exactly such mat

ters as are most open to arbitration, and most casily settled by it. Duellists

conceive that an affront put up with will drive them from society, they

, therefore fight in order to hold their places in that society. But who is the

proper judges of the propriety of their retaining this station ? Surely that

society to which they belong.

At this present moment there is a great agitation among us, from an idea

that the IIouse of Commons have exceeded all due bounds, by acting as

judge and jury in their own cause, and the utmost extent of the power

exerted, be it legal or not, tends to confinement during the term of their

session. Now every challenger assumes this power, and certainly against

every law, divine and human; he presumes to be judge and jury in his own

cause, and summons his adversary to a decision where death is the frequent,

and always the expected result. He summons his adversary to meet—yes!

to meet his God!

“Cut off even in the blossom of his sin,

Unhousell'd, disappointed, unanneall'd

No reckoning inade, but sent to his account

With all his imperfections on his head.”

In what way the legislature would think proper to act with respect to the

adoption of means to put an cnd generally to this disgrace to good seuse

as well as our Christian profession, I am not to say, but I have always con

sidered it as completely within the power of the executive government to

crush it easily and entirely in the army and navy. A very few instances of

degradation would have more effect towards the government of the tongue
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and of the passions, than all the duels that ever were fought. Strange as it

may appear, I rather think that the custom of duelling tends to a contrary

effect; that it promotes quarrels and uncourteous retorts, and I believe there

are very many instances in which young men have fired at expressions which

they would have never noticed, but for the fear “lest fops should censure

them and fools should sneer.”

Is there any officer hardy enough to say that it would not be more satis

factory to his character and feelings to have the approbation of a court

martial, or even the award of his messmates, than to have shot his opponent

through the head; andmore wise to trust to the decision of honourable inen,

than to have his brains blown out by one who he thinks has already injured

him There are articles of war which provide against quarrels and ungen

tlemanlike behaviour, and any military unan who flies from the decision of

a court martial to a duel, should without hesitation or exception be totally

dismissed his Majesty's service. The laws having provided that the man of

honour may have recourse to honourable men to judge of his conduct, the

presumption of judging for himself merits disgrace. But I mean not to

enlarge upou a subject which has been so often fully and ably discussed.

If indeed there could be devised no other possible means to vindicate an

injured reputation, but to sink it still lower in the eyes of men of common

sense and true honour, we might stare at the absurdity, and wonder at the

weakness of men's wits. Weak we see them to be in this misnomer of

satisfaction, and as the progress of wisdom over habit is but slow, I deem

the executive government still more faulty than individuals; nor have I

been able to account for the verdict of some juries, who, where there has

been a deliberate and avowed determination to kill, and death has been

the result, have found this not to be murder. -

Honour, like every other principle of action, to be well understood must

be clearly defined, and the genuine should be carefully distinguished from

the spurious. This has, perhaps, been as well done by that able scrutinizer

of the human heart, Archbishop Secker, as we may ever expect to see it.

“And true honour as far as it gocs, is a noble principle indeed. It is

uniforin virtue, adorised with dignity of manners, with attention to every

thing praiseworthy and amiable, and scorn of every thing base and mean,

judging what is so by reason and truth, not vulgar opinion. But the false

honour of the vicious is an airy phantom; changeable as fancy and fashion

vary; that permits in multitudes of instances, aud requires in some, the

crucilest, the absurdest behaviour; and sets men up for objects of respect

merely because they profess calling to account whoever shall fail of the

regard they demand, or ascribe to them any had quality which they do not

care to own. It can never be that so wretched a counterfeit as this should

be the guide of life.”

The 101st paper of the Guardian is worth perusal on this subject,

I remain, Sir, yours, &c,

A. F. Y.
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PLATE CCCXI.

HE annexed Plate, from a drawing by J. F. Lee, Esq. presents a view

of the action which was fought on the night of December 13, 1796,

off the shoals of Trafalgar, between his Majesty's ship Terpsichore, of 32

guns, commanded by Captain Richard Bowen, and la Vestale, French

frigate, of 40 guns. The particulars of the engagement are related in the

memoir of Captain Bowen's professional services, at page 371 of the present

Volume.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

320, XXXIX.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

Falcon Er.

*...* We shall endeavour, if the press of other naval documents will

admit, to add greatly to that valuable collection of Shipwrecks which the

Chronicle already contains. Some very interesting narratives of this

description have been lately sent us: that which Mr. Boone has obligingly

drawn up and communicated, will we trust produce the effect intended on

the humane minds of his countrymen; and bring to light the names of the

barbarous crew of the unknown vessel; who not only neglected, but seemed

to insult the wretched crew of the Nautilus in their abject distress, and

misery.

Narrative of the Loss of his Majesty's Ship Nautilus, on a Rock in the

Archipelago, in January, 1807; during a Night of great darkness, the

horrors of which were increased by the severity of the Weather and

Lightning that prevailed. The wretched Survivors lingered on a barren

Rock, amidst the dead bodies of their Captain and Shipmates, for nearly sir

Days. Written by Mr. Boone, R.N. one of the unfortunate crew.

(ON the morning of the 3d of January, 1807, his Majesty's (late) sioop

the Nautilus, left the Bay of Abydos, in the Hellespont, charged with

despatches of an urgent nature to the commander-in-chief off Cadiz; which

had been received from Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Louis, on his arrival from

Constantinople the preceding day. We got under weigh at day-light, and

left the admiral with the small squadron under his command, consisting of

his Majesty's ships Canopus, Thunderer, Standard, and the Active frigate, at

anchor in the bay. A fine fresh wind from the N.E. carried us rapidly out
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of the Hellespont, and from those celebrated castles at the entrance of the

Dardanelles. Soon afterwards we passed the island of Tenedos, on the

coast of Natolia, so famous for its muscadine wines, for being opposite the

ancient city of Troy, and the no less remarkable Mount Ida. We here

saw two vessels of war at anchor off the small town on the north end of the

island. On our passing them, they hoisted Turkish colours, which compli

ment we returned, by shewing them those of our nation. In the course of

the day, we saw many of those islands so numerous in the Archipelago :

among others that of Lemnos, which we left on our right at a considerable

distance. In the evening we approached the island of Negropont, situated

in lat. 38 deg. 30 min. N. and long. 24 deg. 8 min. E. The islands of the

Archipelago here became more numerous, and the uavigation more diffi

cult, from the narrow entrance occasioned by Negropont and the island

of Andros, about eight or ten miles south of the former. The wind still

continued to blow fresh; and as night was coming on with an appearance

of being squally, and dark, the pilot wished to lay-to until the morning;

which was accordingly done, and at day-light we again proceeded, shaping

our course for Falconera, pursuing a track that has been most ably and

beautifully described by the celebrated Falconer in his Shipwreck"; whose

tomb is still seen by seamen, near the Doro passage, in the Archipelago.

About five o'clock in the evening we made the island, and shortly after, that

of Anti-Milo, fourteen or sixteen miles N. W. of the extensive island of

Milo, in lat. 36 deg. 41 min. N. and long. 25 deg. 6 min. E. which we could

not see, from the weather being so thick and hazy. Here the pilot, a

Greek, gave up his charge of the ship, never having been beyond it; of

course the care of the ship again devolved on our captain; who, anxious to

obey the orders so urgently given him, and having so plainly seen Falco

nera, and Anti-Milo, determined to go on during the night; and by passing

between Candia, and Cerigotte, he felt confident that by the morning we

should be clear of the Archipelago, and of all the dangers of our passage.

How weak are human foresight and experience 1 How vain the joy we anti

cipated We had reason to expect, that our despatches were of such cou

* Thus o'er the flood four hours she scudding flew,

When Falconera's rugged cliffs they view

Faintly along the larboard bow descried,

As o'er its inountain tops the lightnings glide.

High o'er its summit, through the gloom of might,

The glimmering watch tower cast a mournful light:

In dire amazemement rivetted they stand,

And hear the breakers lash the rugged strand

But scarce perceived, when past the beam it flies,

Swift as the rapid eagle cleaves the skies:

That danger past reflects a feeblejoy,

But soon returning fears their hope destroy."

Falconer's Shipwreck, Sd Canto.
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sequence, as might induce the commander-in-chief to send us on immed:-

ately with them to England : our hearts were delighted at the thought to

see again our native country, and to behold once more our friends. Yes,

reader, these exquisite pleasures sailors enjoy by anticipation: what must

then be their disappointment, to have had those pleasures suddenly and

unexpectedly changed to absolute despair.

The night was extremely dark, and the vivid lightning continually

flashed in the horizon. But this latter circumstance gave the captain more

confidence, being enabled by it to sec at so great a distance at intervals,

that should we have neared any land, he imagined we could plainly disco

ver it in time to avoid danger. The wind continued to increase, and though

our ship had but little sail set, yet we went at the rate of nine miles an

hour: for she was assisted by a high following sea; which, with the vivid

lightning, made the night particularly awful. At half-past two in the

morning, we distinguished high land, which we took to be the island of

Cerigotte. We now thought that all was safe, and that we had left every

danger behind us: we altered our course to get past this island, and con

tinued to run without accident, until half-past four o'clock, at the changing

of the morning watch, when the look-out man called out, Breakers a-head Î

and immediately the ship struck with a most tremendous crash. Such was

the violence of the shock, that the writer of these pages was thrown from

his bed, and found it impossible, without holding on, to stand on the deck.

It is impossible to describe the terror and sensations that predominated at a

moment so distressing: hope, fear, and despair, by turns prevailed. Our

first determination was to attempt to save a wretched life.—We had scarcely

time to make our reflections-every moment was precious. The greater

part of our crew immediately hurried on deck; which was scarcely accom

plished, before all the ladders gave way, and left many poor wretches

struggling in the water that had already rushed into the lower part of the

ship. Upon deck all was now confusion and alarm, and when we clearly

had ascertained our situation, we could not but consider our destruction as

inevitable. Alas, ill-fated Nautilus ! how few expected your destruction,

Now auandoned to the power of a tremendous element, how soon were you

annihilated. Every sea liſtcq up our ship, and then again dashed her on

the rocks with a force that carried every thing before it. In a very short

time we had only the rigging to fly to, on which we were exposed to a re

markable high sca, that every moment broke over us; and in this situation

we remained for more than an hour, thinking of all we had anticipated.

Oh, my father l—my mother my wife and children were the frequent

exclamations, that shewed the different feelings every one experienced,

The night still continued very dark, and the lightning had ceased ; so that

we could not see the length of the ship from us. Our only hope was now in

the falling of the main-mast, as we supposed that by it we might be able

to reach a small rock near us. About half an hour before day-fight the

main-mast gave way, and we were erabled by it to reach the place we had

intended; the struggling and confusion that we experienced in thus far

escaping death, is not to be described: several of our unfortunate shipmatcs
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were drowned, and one man had his arm broken. Our boats were stova

and beat in pieces. Several of us attempted to haul in the jolly boat, but

found that our strength could not accomplish that object. For a long time

the ship sheltered us from the surf; but as our poor vessel broke up, we

found our situation every moment becoming more perilous; and that we

should soon be obliged to leave the part of the small rock we then were on,

to wade to another that appeared to be somewhat larger. It was therefore

determined to follow the example of our first lieutenant; who, by watching

the seas, had safely got to the other side: we had scarcely formed our de

termination, and prepared to put it in execution, than we had to encounter

an immense quantity of loose spars, that were thrown immediately into the

channel we had to pass; but we were compelled to be desperate, and at

once to risk our fate. Many, in crossing from one rock to the other, were

mostseverely wounded; and we all suffered more at this time, than in gain

ing the small rock from the ship; the loss of our shoes most particularly

was severely felt, and the sharp rocks lacerated our feet in a dreadful

manner; some had their legs covered with blood.

Day-light now began to appear, and soon shewed us the morning of the

5th of January, surrounded with horrors: to us a most memorable morn

ing—what a sight had we to witness! The sea all around was covered with

the wreck of the ill-fated Nautilus; many of our unfortunate companions

were seen floating away on spars, and other parts of the wreck: the dead

and dying mixed together—without a possibility of our being able to afford

them the least assistance: Our much admired ship, for which every one

owed a kind of affection, was a perfect wreck—in two short hours had she

been completely destroyed, and her crew placed in a situation that at once

reduced them to despair. Our wild and affrighted looks plainly marked

our grief and horror: when we considered our real situation, there was

nothing left but resignation to the will of Heaven. We found ourselves

placed on a barren coral rock, scarcely above the water; and which, from

the writer's recollection, might have been about three or four hundred

yards long, and two hundred broad. We were at least twelve miles from

the nearest islands, which we afterwards found to be those of Cerigotte,

and Pora, on the north end of Candia, which were about thirty miles dis

tant, and at the western entrance of the Archipelago. It was now first

reported that a small boat with several men had escaped; but her fate was

uncertain : our only hope then was, that a vessel might pass near us, and

probably might see our signal of distress, which we had raised on a long

pole fastened in a hole of the rock. From the neighbouring islands we

could not expect relief; they were too far distant. But we were doomed to

suffer still greater distress. To avoid the inclemency of the weather, which

was extremely severe, (indeed the ice the day before had been on the decks

of our unfortunate vessel) we with much difficulty, by the help of a knife

and a flint, preserved in one of the pockets of the sailors, and with some

damp powder taken out of a small barrel washed on shore, endeavoured to

make a fire; which after great trouble was accomplished. We then pro

ceeded to make a kind of tent, with pieces of old canvass, boards, and suck
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things as we could find of the wreck; and by these means were enabled to

dry the very few clothes we had about us. We had now to pass a long

night with little comfort, and without hope : but we were in some measure

consoled with the thought, that onr fire might perhaps be seen in the night,

and be taken for a signal of distress; and it was to this circumstance, and

to the exertions made by a brave shipmate, that we who now survive, next

to Heaven, owe our existence. The boat, that has been mentioned as

reported to have escaped, was a small whale boat, which at the time the

ship struck was hanging over the quarter, into which the captain's cox

swain, George Smith, an officer, and eight men, got into; and by imme

diately lowering themselves into the water, most providentially escaped;

they had, however, to toil at their oars for a considerable time, and at

length reached the small island of Pora, after having rowed twelve miles

against a very high sea, and with the wind blowing exceedingly hard. They

found Pora to be scarcely more than a mile in circumference, on which

were nothing but a few sileep and goats that had been placed there by the

inhabitants of Cerigo ; who in the summer months coine over for the breed

of those animals, leaving as many as they think sufficient for the returning

season. Some rain water in the hole of a rock, was all the fresh water they

could find, and that was barely sufficient to last those that afterward

remained for four days, most sparingly used. Our more fortunate compa

nions had not the least idea, that any but themselves could have escaped a

destruction which appeared to them so inevitable; but our file during the

night, which they saw, made them conjecture that some had survived.

With this idea the coxswain proposed to risk again the boat, and to endea

vour to afford those that might be thus left, every possible assistance :

though this met with some little objection, yet this brave fellow was deter

mined to assist us, and by his persuasions induced four others to accom

pany him.

It was about niac o'clock on the morning of Tucsów, the segond day of

our shipwreck, that we discovered our little whale boat coming towards us;

all uttered a cry of joy! If a reprieve gives to the mind of a criminal emo

tions that may be fatal to him, what must have been our sensations at the

sight of our little boat-but alas, many were too, too sanguine, in this ex

pectation : Why had not the rude and boisterous element rather have

swallowed up at once those dear fellow-sufferers, who were afterwards

doomed to a lingering and melancholy death: Merciful Providence! for

give the agonizing remembrance that inadvertently dared to ask the ques

tion.—The writer of this narrative cannot but with tears recollect their

unhappy fate : the remembrance of their looks, their actions, and never-to

be-forgotten friendship are engraven on his heart : The last dying looks of

his departed and lamented friends are still before him. It was his first inten

tion to have given a more particular detail of the sufferings of these indivi

duals; but a regard to the feelings of those relatives they have left, prevents

him. It would be impossible to describe the surprise which the sight of so

many survivors gave to the brave coxswain and his crew : they soon came

near us, and we had the happiness to greet our more fortunate shipmates,
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and to devise a plan for our release : one difficulty occurred, that of their

coming on shore to us, as the surf ran very high, and several of our people

imprudently endeavoured to get into the boat. After some little consulta

tion, the captain ordered the coxswain to take ou board the pilot, who

was a Greek, and to make the best of their way to Cerigotte; where the

pilot informed us they would find some families of fisherinen, who without

doubt would readily relieve us. Soon after the departure of our boat, as

if Heaven had decreed our destruction, the wind began to increase, and

dark black clouds fast approached us: we had all the apprehensions of a

violent storin : in about two hours it reached us, and blew with the greatest

fury: the waves rose considerably, and soon destroyed our fire. The rock

was nearly covered, and we were compelled to fly to a small part rather

higher than the rest; the only part indeed that could afford us any shelter.

There nearly ninety men passed a night of the greatest horrors: a small

rope fastened round the summit of the rock, and with difficulty holding on

by each other, were the only ineans we had of preventing ourselves from

being swept away by the surf, which every moment broke over us. The

fatigues we had already gone through, and more particularly those of this

night, were too much for many of my unfortunate shipmates : several

became delirious—their strength was exhausted, and they could hold on

no longer. Our affliction was still further increased before the morning, by

the fears we entertained, which appeared probable, that the wind muight

draw more round to the north, so as to bring the sea to the place where we

then were: in which case one wave would inevitably have swept all of us

into oblivion. It may appear incredible that we could have sustained so

many hardships as we had already gone through : one poor fellow, in

crossing the Channel between the rocks at an improper time, was violently

dashed against the craggs, so as to be nearly scalped, and presented

a dreadful object to our view—he lingered out during the night, and the

next morning expired. His more fortunate survivors were but ill prepared

to meet the terrible effects of famine—our strength exhausted—our bodies

without covering—and hope again exhausted : we feared for the safety

of our boat—she might be lost. The storm came on soon after she left us,

and before it was possible she could have reached the island.—It is a great

and merciful God that we have to thank as the cause of our preservation ;

the minds of every one of us will be ever impressed with an awful recol

lection of our miraculous deliverance, particularly when we remember the

afflicting scene that day-light presented. The cold and wounded bodies of

our departed shipmates were seen, who but one hour before had been

cheering us to support our miseries; some expiring—all exhausted by

fatigue. The sea all night passing over us; and the extreme severity of the

weather had so completely exhausted us, that many had died from cold

alone, and amongst whom was our carpenter.—It is now that the writer of

this narrative has to relate an instance of inhumanity, that leaves on the

character of the crew of a vessel, yet unknown, the greatest degree of

infamy—whoever they were, they are a disgrace to the country to which

they belong —if they have the common feelings of men, they will surely

ºat, ºſpron, Gioi, XXIII. 3 &
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experience some remorse, when they le ºr , that not less than thirty brave

fellow-creatures fell a sacrifice to their tº sampled cruelty. It was some

time after day-light, when we perceived a vessel, with all sail set, coming

down before the wind and steering directly fºr us: as well as our weak

state would permit, we made every possible signal of distress; which at

last was seen, and the vessel hove-to and hoisted out her boat. What

dº light it gave us ! we prepared inſmediately to form rafts to take us

through the surf, not doubting but the boat was provided with every thing

to relieve us: who then can judge of our agony, when this boat full of men,

dressed after the manner of Europeans, came close within pistol-shot of us;

and after having looked at us for a few minutes, the person who steered the

boat waved his bat to us, and they then rowed off again to their ship: and

still more to distress us, during the whole of the day, they were employed

in taking up the wreck of our unfortunate vessel. This fact is one of the

leading reasons that induced the writer of this narrative to relate a series of

sufferings, the most uncxampled and distressing, with a sincere hope that it

one day will be in the power of his countrymen to discover the authors of

a crime so black and infamous: he thinks that to hazard a supposition of

what country the vessel belonged to, would be cruel ; she certainly was of

a civilized nation, and the men were dressed after the English manner.

All that inelancholy day we anxiously watched the return of our boat,

thinking to send her to the vessel; but we saw nothing of her, and our fears.

that she was lost were still further confirmed. But how can any description

be given of the agitation—the despondency—that we this day experienced.

We had nothing before us but the most gloomy prospect of death: our fel

low creatures had seen our distresses, and instead of relieving us, had taken

advantage of our misery: if it were just to utter an anathema against the

most abandoned of men, with how much justice would it be allowed to us

to utter it on those villains who had so inhumanly abandoned us. Out

thirst was now become intolerable; and some were desperate enough to

resort to salt water to ſlay it: instances were cited of its terrible effects,

but without avail; and we had soon the grief to learn by experience, what

we had to expect in following the examples of our companions—in a few

hours it brought on a violent madness, with which nature could not struggle,

and she was consequently soon czhausted. Full of every idea that would

terrify our imagination, we had again to pass a most miserable night. The

weather was, however, considerably more moderate, and we had hopes to

pass this right with more corºfort than the last : we endeavourcd to pre

serve ourselves from the cold, by pressing close to cach other, and by

covering ourselves with the few rags we had left. We soon found ourselves

particularly drowsy, but could not sleep : the ravings of our companions,

who had drank the salt water, were truly horrid; all that could be said to

console them was ineffectual. In the middle of the night we were unexpect.

edly hailed by the crew of the whale boat; our first cry was, Water'

they had none ! they could not procure any but earthen vessels, and these

could not have becn conveyed through the surf. The coxswain, however,

informed us, that in the morning a large fishing vessel would take us off the
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rock, and with this we were obliged to be content: it was some consolation

to learn that our boat was safe, and that we had so far succeeded in pro

curing relief. All anxiously awaited the coming of the morning—Alas, the

fourth morning came unore gloomy than those that had preceded it : no

boat—no vessel appeared—there was not the least mitigation of our sor

row and our distress: all that we had heard from the boat now appeared

like a dream—an illusion of our distempered brain : but still we clung to

some distant hope, and that preserved us. The sun for the first time had

this day cheered us with his rays, and we could not but feel gratitude for

having so far escaped death: but to preserve ourselves still longer, what

were we to do? Our misery and hunger were cytreme: we knew that un

fortunate men in our situation had been reduced to adopt means that even

then we thought of with disgust. Yet when those horrid means were the

only ones left to preserve life, we might in some measure be excused in

adopting them. Such were the ideas that were then suggested to us, and

we prepared for the mournful event—it cost us thousands of tears. With

the most awful sense of the dreadful alternative that became inen in our

unhappy state, we selected a young man who had died the night before ;

and having offered our prayers to Heaven to forgive us, we tasted human

flesh : how far it relieved us is uncertain; many had not power to masti

cate; their throats were completely ulcerated, and the saliva had ceased

to flow. Toward evening death made hasty strides, and may brave men

fell; amongst whom was our beloved captain, and first lieutenant. An

eulogium is due to their virtues: their memories deserve more than the

writers feeble ability has power to dict. c. - - - - - - -The sullen silence that

was preserved by cvery one, plainly marked our grief add increased our

despair : we had again to pass another night, which to all of us appeared

endless. We could not obtain any sleep: we thought the morning never

would come !

During the course of this night, was suggested by many the possibility

of forming a raft that would carry us to Cerigotte, as the wind was favout

able, and might aid us in reaching that island : at all events it appeared

better to do this, than to remain where we were, to dic of hunger and

thirst. Accordingly at day-light we prepared to put our plan in execution :

some of the larger spars were placed together, and great hopes were cater

tained that we should succeed. The eventful moment of launching the

raft through the surf came ; but it brought only disappointment; a few

moments destroyed it work that some of our strongest men had been

labouring at for hours, yet this was not sufficient for the few who were be

coine from this disappointment absolutely desperate. Five men resolved

to trust themselves to a few sºnall spars they had weakly lashed together,

on which they had scarcely room to stand, and, bidding us farewell, they

launched out into the sca : in a short time we had the grief to “ce those

poor fellows swept away by the current, which they did not know was so

strong among those islands, and a few minutes tool, then for cycr from cur

sight.

Toward the afternoon, our whale boat again arrived, and the coxswain
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informed us, that he found great difficulty in prevailing on the Greek

fishermen to trust themselves in their boats; they were afraid of the wea

ther, and would not permit our own men to take their boats without

them” he gave us hopes that the next day, if the wrather remained fine,

they might be induced to fetch us: he spoke of the fatigues he had under

gone, and the sorrow he had experienced in not yet relieving us. While he

was relating these circumstances, twelve or fourteen of our men plunged

themselves into the water, and very nearly reached the boat: two got so far

that they were taken in, one man was drowned, and the rest providentially

again reached the rock. The coxswain saw the danger of his situation, and

in mediately left us. How we envied those two men who had escaped;

but those who returned were very justly censured for the step they had

taken had they accomplished their object in reaching the boat, they cer

tainly would have swamped her, and then our fate would have been deter

mined for ever. The events of this day entirely occupied our minds, but it

increased our weakness. Toward evening, the writer of these pages found

himself fast approaching to annihilation; his eyesight began to fail; his

senses were confused; and his strength was most visibly exhausted: he

turned his dying eyes on the setting sun, perhaps the last sun he was ever

again to witness—he was struck with unutterable grief. This last night of

our miserable situation passed, without his being scarcely sensible of its

events; and he cannot but feel gratitude to an Almighty Providence in

escaping ſtom such a night of danger. He was astonished in the morning to

find himself alive, and more particularly when he found that several very

strong men had fallen ſº the night. We were reflecting on their fate, and

considering this day as the last of our lives, when unexpectedly the cry of

The boats are coming ' was heard : now does language fail in relating the

extravagant joy that possessed us; the little blood we had left, rushed to

our hearts at the long expected moment of relief. Our little boat with four

large fishing vessels was very near us, and shortly after the crew landed:

they brought with them a large quantity of water, of which they suffered us

to drink most plentifully. Ah! little did we before this moment know, how

many blessings we had enjoyed in simply possessing fresh water; more

delicious than the finest wines, more grateful than it is possible to convey

an idea of. We trust that our prayer of thanksgiving reached the throne

of God.

Anxious to leave a spot on which so many of our dear friends had termi

nated a life of sufferings, we eagerly prepared for our departure for the

island of Cerigotte; where we arrived about six o'clock in the evening, after

passing six days from the night before the ship struck: until the following

Saturday at noon, we had not taken the least kind of sustenance, unless the

little we had with so much disgust received might be called so, and it was not

every one that partook of it. It undoubtedly was an unparallelled instance

of a most miraculous deliverance, and of a series of sufferings scarcely cre

dible. Had we been left until the next day, very few would have survived

to tell the melancholy tale: our loss amounted to fifty-eight men, out of

122, the number on board at the time of our shipwreck, of which eighteen,
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as we supposed, were drowned when the ship struck : five were lost on the

small raft, one was drowned in trying to get to the boat, and thirty-four

perished by famine; about fifty were taken off the rock, and the remainder,

making altogether sixty-four men who were saved, escaped at different

times in the whale boat.

- We found Cerigotte to be an island belonging to the dependency of Cerigo,

inhabited by twelve or fourteen families of fishermen, as our pilot had told

us. It may be about fifteen miles long, and ten broad; its soil appears to

be barren, and there is but little cultivation in the island. The inhabitants

are in the lowest state of poverty and wretchedness: their houses, or rather

huts, of one or two rooms on the same floor, are in general built against the

side of a rock. The walls are composed of clay and straw, and the roof is

supported by a tree which is placed in the centre of the dwelling. Their

food is certainly an indication of their extreme poverty; being a coarse

kind of bread, formed with boiled peas and flour, which they made into a

kind of paste for us, with once or twice a bit of kid. This was all we could

expect, or receive, from our deliverers, the Greek fishermen. They drink

a strong liquor made from corn; the flavour of it is agreeable, and having a

strong spirit, our sailors drank it with great avidity. We landed in a small

creek, and were then obliged to go a considerable distance before we could

reach the dwellings of our friends. Our first care was to send for the

master's mate, who had escaped to the island of Pora, and who had been

left behind when the whale boat came down to the rock for us: their fresh

water had been used, but they had lived on the sheep and goats they caught

amongst the rocks, and had drank their blood. They knew not what to

think of the fate of those who had left them, and they remained a con

siderable time in uncertainty.

The Greeks treated us with great care; but they could not assist us in

the cure of our wounds, which were exceedingly painful; and we were

obliged to tear up the shirts we had on us, to bind round our wounds: it

was not until our departure that we were enabled to obtain any medical

assistance. We were therefore anxious to get to Cerigo, which we learnt

was about twenty-five miles distance, and that we should there find an

English consul; but it was eleven days before we could accomplish it; the

Greeks we found at Cerigotte, were difficult to be persuaded, and they were

exceedingly afraid of venturing themselves at sea in their frail barks.

However, at last the wind proved fair, the sca was remarkably smooth, and

we left Cerigotte. We hade a long farewell to the families of our deliver

ers; our distresses had affected their hearts, and at our parting they shed

tears of sympathy and regret. After about six or eight hours sail we

arrived at the never-to-be forgotten island of Cerigo, where we were **

ceived with open arms. Cerigo is an island belonging to the republic of the

independent Greeks, and is one of the Seven Islands- - - - - It has a gover

nor, who is a member of the senate at Corfu, the capital of the republic.

Cerigo is in lat. 36 deg. 8 min. N. and long. 22 dºg. E. Cerigo was

anciently Cytherea, the island of Vºl. at Present there is nothing very

delightful in the place: the country is wountainous, and the sºil dry. It is
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about fifty miles in circumference, and had formerly some good towns;

but there are now none remaining, except that which gives name to the

island, and is strong both by art and nature, being seated on a craggy rock.

They shewed us a ruin, which they told us had been a temple dedicated to

Venus; there are now but few remains of it, and it is scarcely worth

seeing. On our arrival we were met by the English vice-consul, Signior

Manuel Caluci, a native of the island, and a man possessed of every

christian virtue; his house, his bed, his credit, and his whole attention,

were devoted to us. Would it were possible to express the obligations we

owe to him; but they are more than we can ever describe. From the

governor of Cerigo, the officers of the garrison, and all the inhabitants of

the island, we received constant proofs of attention and politeness. We

remained there three weeks, when we heard of a Russian vessel of war

being at anchor off the Morea. We immediately sent letters to its com

mander, stating our misfortunes, and requesting that he would grant us a

passage to Corfu, which was readily complied with: and to accommodate

us, they came down to Cerigo, and anchored at the small port of St.

Nicolas, at the east end of the island. We sailed with the first fair wind

and after three days touched at Zante, another island belonging to the

Greek Republic, seventeen miles S. E. of Cephalonia. Zante is a small

island, but particularly pleasant, abounding in currants, and olive trees,

from which they make quantities of oil, the principal riches of the island.

The town of Zante, from the sea, appears to great advantage. The many

churches that are there, give it an air of dignity and opulence; but the

streets are narrow and dirty. After remaining about four days at Zante

we sailed for Corfu, where we arrived on the 2d of March, 1897, nearly

two months after our shipwreck.

The writer of these pages has now finished a narrative of almost unex

ampled sufferings; and has great pleasure in acquainting his friends, that

the services rendered by the captain's coxswain have been taken into consi

deration by the commander-in-chief of Cadiz, who has rewarded him with

an appointment as boatswain of a vessel of war. He cannot also avoid

mentioning the friendship he has received from his countrymen, since his

misfortunes; more particularly from a gentleman of the name of Dawes,

a surgeon in the Russian service at Corfu; and also from a Mr. Owers, of

Malta; it is with great pleasure that he embraces this opportunity of de

claring how much his heart is penetrated with gratitude for their disin

terested attention. He trusts that his efforts to detail the melancholy loss

of the (late) Nautilus, will be received with candour; and though it is not

written with that nicety of language he could wish, yet he considered, that

an event such as he has described, ought not to sink into oblivion. He

wherefore offers it to his generous friends with all its imperfections. "

JOHN BOONE, R.N.,
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HYDROGRAPHY.

*TNHE following information, under the date of Prince of Wales's Island,

June 3, 1809, is copied from the Bombay Courier, of August 12:

Situation of islands seen in the Pacific ocean by the brig Elizabeth, from

Port Jackson to China, by an officer in the Company's service.

Taswell's Isle, west side, lat. 5. 37. S. long. by G) and Q and chro. 176.

9. 34. E.

Sherson's Isle, about E. S. E. of the above 4 or 5 leagues; more exten

sive. These islands appeared well wooded, very low, and cannot be seen

above six or seven leagues in the clearest weather from the mast-head; they

lie in a N. W. and S. E. direction. -

Hºpe island, S. E. side in lat. 2:43. S. long. by Q and ( 176. 56.25. and

by chro 177. U0. 25. E.

Blauey's Isle, lat. 0.32. S. long. by G) and (174, 20.00 E. by chro. 174.

35. 12. E. extending about N. W. by W. and S. E. by E. long and low, and

like the foregoing, abundance of cocoa-nut trees.

Dundas Isle, seen the same evening, lat. 0.9. 30, N. long. by G) and (f.

173.54. 20, and by chro. 174. 09.30. E. sounded at 7 P.M. no ground at 80.

fans. about 4 miles off shore. -

Hall's Isle, lat. 1.0.00. N. long. by G) and ( 172.50.33. and by chro. 178.

14.48. This island is long and low, and abundantly supplied with cocoa-nut

trees which were plainly perceived from the deck.

The same day, and before this island was sunk from the deck, saw

another right ahead, steering N. W. by N. stood on to within four miles of

it; hove-to, and sounded-no ground at 80 fams. At 3 P.M. had sights

for chronometer, when the nearest shore, being nearly the center of this part

of the island, bore N. by W. H. W. about 4 miles; the western extreme be

ing the S.W. point, N. 59 W. eight miles, and the eastern extreme or S. E.

point, N. 51 E. about 10 miles, from which bearings I place the body

ofCook's Isle, in lat. 1. 16. 18. N. long. by G) and (172. 53.18. and chrono

meter 173. 11 33. E. The S.E. side of the island extends nearly E. and W.

about six leagues off the S. W. point, a sandy beach runs to about a mile,

or perhaps more with a heavy surf on it, although the sea was very smooth.

Over it, the land extending some distance to the northward with a deep

bight, seemed to form a large bay on the west side. Saw an immense num

ber of natives on the beach and several canoes hauled up. It appeared one

continued chain of cocoa-nut trees, or topes, and as we ran along shore, at

about three or four miles distance, saw over the nearest land, cocoa-nut trees

also, thercfore suppose this island of much larger extent than any we have

yet seen.

G. Bonham's Isle, S. E. point, lat. 5, 48. 18. N. long. by G) and (169.56.

30. E. and by chron. 169, 46. 12, E. A very extensive island, or groupe
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of islands, joined together with low sand-banks, which I suppose, are

covered at high-water: we could plainly discern (running along shore

at about four miles distanc.) the sea on the N. F. side, and beyond that

again land, apparently, and no doubt joining to the above and forming on

the N. E. side a very deep bay, like a horse-shoe, as the water appeared

very smooth. It broke over the low sand-banks, and indeed the whole of

the S. E. side was one continued surf. Over one of these sand-banks came

a very handsome-built small canoe, with four men in it, who being deter

mined to gain the ship, we shortened sail; they staid alongside barter

ing dried fish, small meat mats, &c. for about an hour, when we made sail. .”

They were stout well-made men and apparently friendly, having no arms of

any description with them, and came off to a great distance, although blow

ing fresh. From the S.E point of the island, a very low sandy point with

scarcely a tree or bush on it, extends to the eastward and northward, two

or three miles, with a heavy surf breaking on it: it is very dangerous, as in

thick weather, a ship might be in the breakers before seeing land.

The body of Elmore's Isles, in sight of the mast-head; the western one

bearing N. E. about seven leagues, and the eastern N. E. by E. Two small

round isles, moderately high. Sigits for chro. at same time. by which

I place them, as follow : The western isle, lat. deduced from noon to 2.46.

58. P. M. the time of seeing them, 7.53. 48. N. long. by G) and 4 brought

on by chro. 168. 41.57. E. and by chro. 168. 31. 39. E. The eastern one in

lat. deduced as before and 7. 54. 12. N.—168.45. 45. 168. 35. 27. E.

The southern extreme of Paterson's Isle, in sight from the deck, S. W., by

W. about three leagues, and the western extreme W. H. S. about five

leagues. This island, or as it appeared a groupe of islands, had a very ſer

tile appearance, being one continued chain of cocoa-nut trecs. It lies about

W. N. W. and F. S. E. low, and well wooded: lat. of southern extreme

from noon observation. 8. 55. 48. N. long. by G) and (, brought on

by chro. 166. 38.48. E. by chro. 166. 28. 30. E.

N. B. The whole of the islands we have seen to the northward

of the line, I take to be a part of the New Carolinas, as the situations I give

them are near others, haid down in Arrowsmith's charts, but which are not

the same, the difference in latitude being too great to admit of it. The ob

servations I am confident are tolerably correct, as distances were taken of

the sun and Aldebaran; of the moon, on different sides in sight of Saypan,

Tinian, Farrellones, and Alainagan, which place Saypan in nearly the same

Jongitude as Arrowsmith's charts; and the chronometer being only 4, 12.

westward of the Lubras, and also only 4. 2. to the westward of the longitude

of the eastern extreme of the Grand Lima, according to Horsbugh. I also

suppose that there is a continuation of the islands South of Mulgrave's isles,

(with intervals of small distances) and Blight's islands and the Feejces,
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Jºabal 130ttrp.

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

Falcox Ea.

Rrtracts from Walter Scott's Poem just published, called The Lady of

THE LARE.

Canto 1.-The Chase.

Stanza x111.

NWARD, amid the copse 'gan peep

A narrow inlet still and deep,

Affording scarce such breadth of brim

As serv'd the wild-duck's brood to swim;

Lost for a space, through thickets veering,

But broader when again appearing,

Tall rocks and tufted knolls their face

Could on the dark-blue mirror trace;

And further as the hunter stray'd,

Still broader sweep its channels made.

The shaggy mounds no longer stood,

Emerging from entangled wood,

But wave-encircled, seem'd to float,

Like castle girdled with its moat;

Yet broader floods extending still,

Divide them from their parent hill,

Till each, retiring, claims to be

An islet in an inland sea.

xiv.

And now, to issue from the glen,

No pathway meets the wanderer's ken,

Unless he climb, with footing nice,

A far projecting precipice.

The broom's tough roots his ladder made,

The hazel saplings lent their aid;

And thus an airy point he won

Where, gleaming with the setting sun,

One burnish'd sheet of living gold,

Loch-Katrine lay beneath him roll'd

In all her length far winding lay

With promontory, creek, and bay,

And islands that, empurpled bright,

Floated amid the livelier light;

fºab, Ibram, Gioi. XXIII. 3 M



418 Naval poetry.

And mountains, that like giants stand,

To sentinel enchanted land.

High on the south, huge Beh-venue

Down to the lake in masses threw

Craggs, knolls, and mounds, confus'dly hurl’d,

The fragments of an earlier world;

A wildering forest feathered o'er

His ruined sides and summit hoar,

While on the north, through middle air

Ben-an heaved high bis forehead bare.

xv.

From the steep promontory gaz'd

The Stranger, raptur'd and amaz'd.

And “What a scene were here,” he cried,

“For princely pomp or churchman's pride 2

On this bold brow, a lordly tower;

In that soft vale, a lady's bower;

On yonder meadow, far away,

The turrets of a cloister grey;

How blithely might the bugle horn

Chide, on the lake, the lingering morn!

How sweet, at eve, the lover's lute

Chime, when the groves are still and mute'

And, when the midnight moon did lave

Her forehead in the silver wave,

How solemn on the ear would come

The holy mattin's distant hum,

While the deep peal's commanding tone

Should wake, in yonder islet lone,

A sainted heri: it from his cell,

To drop a bead with every knell—

Atid bugle, lute, and bell, and all,

Should each bewildered stranger call

To friendly feast, and lighted hall.”

-

-

XXX.

After the arrival of the Stranger on the Island in the Lake.

She sung, and still a harp unseen

Filled up the symphony between.

XXXI.

SON G.

Soldier rest ! thy warfare o'er,

Sleep the sleep that knows not breaking;

Dream of battled fields no more,

Days of danger, nights of waking.
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In our isle's enchanted hall,

Hands unseen thy couch are strewing,

Fairy strains of music fall,

Every sense in slumber dewing.

Soldier, rest ! thy warfare o'er,

Dream of fighting fields no more;

Sleep the sleep, that knows not breaking,

Morn of toil, nor night of waking.

No rude sound shall reach thine ear,

Armour's clang, or war-steed champing,

Trump nor pibrock summon here

Mustering clan, or squadron tramping.

Yet the lark's shrill fife may come,

At the day-break from the fallow,

And the bittern sound his drum,

Booming from the sedgy shallow. º

Ruder sounds shall none be near,

Guards nor warders challenge here,

Here's no war steed's neigh, and champing,

Shouting clans or squadrons stamping.

xxxi I.

She paused—then, blushing, led the lay

To grace the Stranger of the day;

Her mellow notes awhile prolong

The cadence of the flowing song,

Till to her lips in measur’d frame

The minstrel verse spontaneous came.

*-*

O D E

To the Memory of the Officers and Men of the Squadron, under the Com

mand of the deeply-revered Load Nelson, who fell in achieving the Vic

tory ºf Trafalgar on the 21st of October, 1805.

I.

(O) YE who for your country bled,

- And now, within the ocean's breast,

Repose upon a rocky bed,

Lull'd by the surly storm to rest;

Ye Britons hail l—your deeds upon the main,

Shall MEMORY to her latest pulse retain

II.

Around your Glorious CI:IEF, ye died,

His //arning Charge” your hearts inspired;

Ye felt and own'd, with steady pride,

The Duty—England's weal required:

* “England expects every inau to do his duty.”
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Lamented NElson '....To her furthest shores,

The drooping Land her fav'rite Son deplores!

* , III.

º The page—the mind—his worth shall keep,

His BRicht career by Honour led :

-And ye,-beneath the waves who sleep, .

Transcendent 'mongst the valiant dead,

Still shall your matchless story be renew'd,

Whene'er the Rocks of TRAFALGAR are view'd :

IV.

* * * Never shall seaman thither steer,

* * * But for your fate shall duteous weep;

* . . . And bending to your watry bier,

Call forth your spirits from the deep :

* And while the wind sings o'er the tow'ring mast,

. . . . A sigh of woe shall mingle with the blast.

*** - V.

There shall the musing mind delight,

While on the scene the Moon shall break,

* To raise a visionary Fight,

And bid the Cheer of Victory wake

***** Those sounds dispers'd, in Fancy's ear shall swell,

The Sea-Nymph's Dirge, the ocean-Minstret. knell.

-i.

. º

*
*

| NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1810.

- * ~ * (April–May.) -

* -, - • it

* . . . RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS. *- : *

- *

CARIA still holds out against the French. On the morning of the 21st

- of April, however, the enemy opened a most heavy and destructive

fire upon the Matagorda fort, from masked batteries, mounting twenty-one

24 pounders and nine mortars. The fire was returned with the utmost

vigour and effect. The defence of the fort of Matagorda was cntrusted to

a party of British troops and sailors; it is situated in the main land, oppo

site to Port Puntal, and in a great measure commands the entrance to Pan

tal Roads. The Spanish colours, of course, were kept flying; but the men,

during the heat of the cannonade, kept up constantly calling out, ‘Up with

the British colours."—About noon on the 21st, the flag-staff was shot away,

and then there was a general cry for the hoisting of the English colours.

The fire kept up by the French was so destructive, that it was necessary to

evacuate the fort about noon on the 22d, after considerable loss had been

ſustained.

**

-
- *

... • ** ; ' ' ' ' - . . . . . -
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No naval letters on this service have been published; but we learn, from

the account of Captain Maclaine, the military cominander of the fort, that

Captain Stackpole, of the royal navy, was sent by the admiral to complete .

the destruction of the fort, prior to its evacuation. “I cannot,” says he,

in his letter to General Graham, “sufficiently express to you the gallantry

and coolness with which every individual officer, seaman, marine, and sol

dier, conducted himself during the two months we maintained this post,

particularly during the two last days.”-----.“I request. Sir, you will state

to the admiral, how highly sensible I am of the handsome manner in which

Lieutenants Chapman and M'Pherson, of the royal navy, and one or two

others, whose names I cannot now recollect, volunteered their services

during the heaviest of the fire.—Mr. George Dobson, midshipman of the

Invincible, had charge of the seamen under my command during the whole

time, and I beg you, Sir, to recommend him to the admiral, as a very

excellent and brave officer.” a

During the defence of Matagorda (on the 21st and 22d of April) seven

seamen, and two marines, were killed; and two midshipmen, ten seamen,

and ten marines wounded.—On the 18th of April, during a cannonade be

tween one of the enemy's batteries, and our bombs and gun-boats, the

Temeraire's gun-boat was blown up by a red-hot ball, which entered her

magazine. By this fatal shot Lieutenant Cropley and fourteen seamen were

killed, and a midshipman and several men were wounded.

Little or nothing is said to have been done by the enemy, since the aban

donment of Matagorda. At the date of the latest advices, they were

employed in constructing a breastwork, and in erecting a mortar battery on

the most advanced point of land to the left of Matagorda, with the hope, it

is supposed, of being able to shell the fleet.

Advices from Carthagena, dated the 24th of April, state, that through

the exertions of Colonel Roche, two Spanish three-deckers, namely, the

San Carlos, and Ferdinand VII, of 130 guns each, have been saved

from falling into the hands of the enemy, who, 8,000 strong, entered

Murcia on the 23d, and on the following day were within six leagues of

Carthagena. In aid of this important service, Sir Samuel Hood sent from

Minorca, at the request of Colonel Roche, the Hibernia and Northumber

land ships of the line, which escorted the Spanish ships eitier to Minorca or

Gibraltar. -

An expedition consisting of upwards of 2,000 men, under the command of

General Oswald, sailed from Zante against St. Maura (the ancient Leucadia)

on the 29th of March. It surrendered, after ten days bombardment, and

the Freach commander, General Camus, and 22 othcers, were conveyed by

an English flag of truce to Brendisi. º

In pursuance of the plan for attacking Turkey, the whole of the Turkish

vessels, in the port of Trieste, have lately been seized and sequestrated. The

Ottoman government has, nevertheless, expressed its intention of maintain.

ing, inviolate, its treaty with Great Britain. - - - - -

Most of the newspapers have lately stated, on the authority of a Malta

mail, that the trade of the Black Sea, so long and so eagerly wished for by
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British merchants, has been thrown open to us. It appears, however,

according to an interesting communic-tion concerning the freedom of those

waters, by a member of the Levant Company, published in our XXIst

Volume, (page 216) that we obtained that privilege as long ago as October,

1799. Consequently we are inclined to consider what the papers allude to,

as a revival of that grant, in the treaty understood to have been signed on

the 5th of January last; but which has not yet been made known to the

public by the customary means of laying a copy of it on the tables of Par

liament. It would be well if some member would move for its pro

duction.

Amongst the various naval events, of the short period which our historical

retrospect is only enabled to glance at, we are of opinion that our taking

possession of the important Island of Ceuta, has not been estimated by the

public as it deserves. In the execution of this duty, Captain Gourly

an officer who has long been acquainted with almost every part of the Me

diterranean, most ably lent his assistance and experience. Ceuta, in every

point of view, is a great object in our possession; not only for the assistance

it can afford to our garrison at Gibraltar, but as being no longer a refuge for

the numerous gun-boats that so often annoy our trade in the Straits.

One of the last acts of Lord Mulgrave's naval administration, if we mis

take not, was to take the government of Malta (on admiral Sir R. G. Keates

declining it) from the profession to which it had been so Judiciously entrust

ed by the late Lord Nelson, and to assign it to the army; with whom it

will probably now in future remain. We have also heard, and from

no common authority, that his lordship had contemplated the same alterati

on in what has hitherto been the naval government of Newfoundland.

Such things must ensue, when a general is placed at the head of our naval

department, he naturally feels a superior interest for his own profes

slon.

Much might be said, and we trust some of our Naval Correspondents will

take up the subject, respecting the necessity of sending not only an experi

enced seaman, but also an able statesman, to take the commaud in the

Mediterranean.

3|mperial 198rliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS, Thursday, March 22.

|Loºp HOLLAND brought forward a motion, grounded on the allega

tion, made by the French government (in the decree for annexing

Holland to France), that a proposition had been transmitted to this country

to send commissioners to Morlaix to negociate an exchange of prisoners,

which, when it was discovered that it might tend to an accommodation, had

been rejected. His lordship therefore moved for a variety of copies of all

communications made to this country relative to the exchange of prisoners

since 1800.
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- Lord Mulgrave had never seen the article alluded to, but was neverthe

less of opinion that the motion ought to be rejected, as the expectation of

an exchange of prisoners was not at an end, and the production of the papers

would tend to create embarrassment and mischief.

The Marquis of Lansdowne, Lords Grenville, Gray, King, Derby, &c.

supported the motion, contending that concealment would sanction the

charge made by the French executive; and Lords Liverpool, Westmoreland,

and Spencer, opposed it, principally on the ground of inexpediency.

Lord Mulgrave (in reply to two propositions made by Lord Grenville that

the motion should be withdrawn, upon condition that he should state posi

tively whether a fair proposition had not been made by the French govern

ment, and whether it had not been rejected, or whether any improper delay

had taken place: 2dly, that the matter might be referred to a secret com

mittee who might report as in 1797)—declared that the proposals of the

enemy had not been evaded, and that the matter was still pending.

Upon a division, the numbers were—for the motion, 64, against it, 96.

majority, 32.

- SATURDAY, MARCH 24.

The Royal Assent was given, by commission, to the Royal Marine Mutiny

Bill, the Greenland Whale Fishery Bounties Bill, and the Masts, &c. Im

portation Bill. -

WEDNESDAY APRIL 18. a"

The House adjourned for the Easter recess, till this day fortnight.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, Monday, MARcil, 26.

Lord Porchester, pursuant to notice, moved the following resolutions, re

specting the Scheldt expedition; previously to which, in a speech of great

length, he entered into an extensive review of the origin, progress, and fail

ure, of that disastrous undertaking. º

“I. That, on the 28th of July last, and subsequent days, an armament,

consisting of 39,000 land forces, 37 sail of the line, 2 ships of 50, 3 of 44

guns, 24 frigates, 31 sloops, 5 bomb-vessels, and 23 gun-brigs, sailed on the

late expedition to the Scheldt, having for its object, the capture or destruc

tion of the enemy's ships, either building at Antwerp or Flushing, or afloat

on the Scheldt; the destruction of the arsenals and dock-yards at Antwerp,

Torneaux, and Flushing; the reduction of the island of Walcheren; and the
rendering, if possible, the Scheldt no longer navigable for ships of war, … v

“ II. That Flushing surrendered on the 15th of August, whereby the

reduction of the island of Walcheren was completed; and that, on the

27th of August, all attempts, on the fleet and arsenals of the enemy

at Antwerp, were, by the unanimous opinion of the lieutenant-generals, de

clared to be impracticable and were abandoned.

“III. That the destruction of the basin, dock-yard, arsenal, magazines,
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and naval store-houses, of the town of Flushing, and of such part of the sea

defences, as it was found proper to destroy, having been effected on the 11th

of December, the island of Walcheren was, on the 23d of December, eva.

cuated by his Majesty's forces, and the expedition ended.

“ IV. That it does not appear to this House, that the failure of this

expedition is imputable to the conduct of the army or the navy, in the exe

cution of their instructions, relative to the military and naval operations in

the Scheidt.

“V. That, on the 19th of August, a malignant disorder shewed itself

amongst his majesty's troops; and that, on the 8th of September, the num

ber of sick amounted to upwards of 10,948 men.

“, V1. That it appears by the report of the physician appointed to in

vestigate the nature and causes of the malady to which his Majesty's troops

were thus expos, d. that the disease is one which prevails periodically in the

islands of Zealand, and is of peculiar malignity there, and which constantly

follows as a law of season, appearing towards the end of summer, becoming

more severe in the autumnal months, declining in October, aud nearly

ceasing in November : that perfect recoveries are rare, convalescence

never secure, and that the recurrence of fever quickly lays the foundation

of complaints, which render a large proportion of the sufferers inefficient for

future military purposes.

“VII. That of the alºny which embarked for the service in the Scheidt, *.

60 officers, and 3,900 men, exclusive of those killed by the enemy, had died

before the 1st day of February last; and on that day 217 officers, and 11,269

men were reported sick.

“VIII. That the expedition to the Scheldt was undertaken under cir

cumstances which afforded no rational hope of adequate success, and at the

precise season of the year, when the malignant disease, which has proved

so fatal to his Majesty's brave troops, was known to be most prevalent;

and that the advisers of this ill-judged enterprise are, in the opinion of this

House, deeply responsible for the heavy calamities with which its failure has

been attended.” º

There was also a second set of resolutions relating to the retention of the

island of Walcheren, viz.

“I. That lieutenant-general Sir Eyre Coote, having on the 9th of Sep

tember, been left in command of Walcheren, with an army of about.

15,000 men, did, on that day, make an official report on the state of.

the island, the extent of force required effectually to guard it; the nature

and condition of its defences, and the number of men then sick and unfit

for duty ; representing, that after such his exposition, his Majesty's minis

ters would be the best judges of the propriety or possibility of keeping the

island; and adding, that the advantages must be great indeed which could

compensate the loss of lives and treasure, which the retention must necessa

rily occasion.

“ II. That on the 23d of September, Sir Eyre Conte stated to his

majesty's initisters, that the alariuing progress of disease was such. that it
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it should continue in the same proportion for three weeks longer (as he

added, there was every probability it would) our possession of the island

must become very precarious. - -

“ III. That on the 6th of October, Sir Eyre Coote, after stating that

the number of sick was increasing, and that the effective force was thereby

rendered so trivial, as to make the defence of the island, if it should

be attacked, extremely precarious, did express his anxiety to be informed of

the intentions of his Majesty's government as to the future state of Wal

cheren. 4. -

“IV. That notwithstanding these and many other pressing representa

tions, on the alarming condition of the troops, and the danger to which they

were exposed, his Majesty's ministers did neglect to come to any decision

until the 4th of November, and that the final evacuation of Walcheren did

not take place until the 23d of December. -

“V. That on the 10th of September, the number of sick in the island

of Walcheren was, exclusive of officers, 6,933, and that the total number of

sick, embarked for England, between the 15th of September, and 16th of

November, was 11,199, making in that period an increase of sick of

4,268. -

“ VI. That although the great object of the expedition had been aban

doned as impracticable, a large proportion of the British army was (without

any urgent or determined purpose in view, or any prospect of national ad

vantage, to justify such a hazard, or to compensate such a sacrifice, left by

his Majesty's ministers to the imminent danger of attack from the enemy,

and exposed, during a period of more than three months, and under circum

stances of aggravated hardships, to the fatal ravages of a disease, which, on

the 31st of August, had been officially announced to be daily increasing to

a most alarming degree.

“ VII. That such, the conduct of his Majesty's advisers, calls for the

severest censuse of this House.” -

The first resolution having been read from the chair, Lord Castlereagh

spoke in defence of the policy and conduct of the expedition, and was fol

lowed by Mr. Ponsonby on the other side; after which the debate was

adjourned to the following day. -

Tuesday, March 27.

Mr. Ponsonby again spoke, in reprehension of the conduct of ministers.

General Craufurd, after defending the policy of the expedition, moved

an amendment to Lord Porchester's resolutions, in substance as follows:

“That the House, taking into consideration the importance of the late

expedition to the Scheldt, where a considerable naval force had been con

structed by the enemy, and that affording assistance to Austria was a desira

ble object-considering also the probability of success, from the reduced

state of the enemy in the neighbourhood of Antwerp, the House was of

opinion that his Majesty's ministers were right in taking those measures

fºgº, Ibron, Vol. XXIII. 3 I
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which had unfortunately been unsuccessful by the operation of wind and

weather. The House saw with regret the valuable lives which had been

lost; but it was of opiulon, that the grounds proceeded ou by his Majesty's

ministers, promised great advantages previous to the time when the island
was evacuated. With respect to the difficulties which had occurred, the

same had increased to a great degree, by the operation of the wind and

weather, the consequences of which could not be foreseen.”

This amendinent was supported by Mr. Weston and Mr. Marriott.

Sir James Hall opposed the conduct of ministers; after which, the debate

was again adjourned.

wedNESDAY, MARCH 28. r

In consequence of a desultory discussion, respecting an alleged libel

against the House, by Sir F. Burdett, the debate upon the Scheldt expedi

tion was not resumed.

Thursday, MARch 29.

On resuming the debate this evening, General Tarleton rose; and in the

course of his speech, he controverted the official statement, that the addi

tional expenses of the expedition had not exceeded 800,000l. The very

transports employed must have cost more. A great expense was incurred

in the commissariat, in the medical department, in the secret services, fit

ting out ships of war, as transports, &c. We had, killed, and dead of disease,

about 7,000 men—then look at the destruction of so many soldiers, the ex

pense of recruiting to supply their loss; and taking the loss, the bare loss,

in money, at 40l. per man, this loss would be above half a million. The

staff also caused an additional expense; as many more generals were em

ployed, and he was convinced the expense could not be estimated, in all, at

less than three millions.

Mr. Rose and Mr. W. Fitzgerald spoke in favour of the amendment;

and Lord Pollington and Lord G. Grenville against it. -

Mr. Gratton spoke at considerable length in favour of the original
resolutions. e

Mr. Canning observed, that this expedition was not the offspring of his

Majesty's present, or of his late ministers, but had been an object of cons

deration with several successive governments. Ministers were called upon

to look at the growing navy of France in that quarter, and to check it in its

infancy or prepare to oppose it at a future period, at a far greater expense

to the nation; (hear! hear!) therefore had there been no Austrian war, an

expedition to the Scheldt was become an object in which the dearest inte

... rests of England were concerned. An Austrian war existing, however,

it became an object of greater consideration. There were but two ways of

assisting and supporting Austria, by diversion and by co-operation; with

respect to diversion there were three modes which had been suggested

by Austria, 1st. preserving our footing in Spain; 2d. making a diversion on

the side of Italy; and 3d. sending a force to the north of Germany. With

respect to Spain, the measures pursued in the Peninsula were before the

public; ministers had complied with the wishes of the Austrian court in the
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second instance, by the attack made on the kingdom of Naples, where they

had maintained their ground as long at they thought there was a prospect of

perseverance being of service to the common cause; but acting upon the

principle which he had always professed in that House, that to excite insur

rection without the power of protecting the insurgents was base, he had,

when such became the case in Naples, advised withdrawing from that quar

ter. With respect to Germany, all had been done which could be done;

for, to have sent an army to the North of Germany would have been in

practicable, and, if practicable, it must have been disastrous.

Mr. Whitbread entered into the various points relating to the expedition,

on which he rested his charges against ministers, and particularly con

demned the retcution of the island of Walcheren. In the situation the

country now stood, knowing that from all parts of these united islands, there

was only one cry for justice, against the destroyers of our army ; one cry

for vengeance; he implored the House to listen to the voice of the people,

and to the crics of the widows and orphans of our countrymen, who were

now rotting in Walcheren, and trusted the resolutions of his noble friend

would be agreed to.

When Mr. Whitbread sat down the debate was adjourned.

Friday, MARch 30.

On resuming the debate upon the Scheldt expedition, Sir. T. Turton

spoke in favour of the resolutions. -

General Lºftus defended the policy of the expedition, and attributed its

failure to the circumstance of the fleet having been retained in the Room

pot by bad weather. z

Sir F. Burdett, in the course of a very pointed satirical speech, in which

he most scverely censured the gross ignorance of ministers, on every point

connected with the late disgraceful and disastrous expeditiou, observed,

that this miserable effort had cost the country more, in the loss of

lives, even taking these losses by the official returns, which were far from

being correct, than three times the number of men who fell in all the naval

victories in the late and present war, from Lord Howe's victory of the 1st

of June, 1794, to the battle of Trafalgar, inclusive. All these losses did not

make quite one third of the deaths in Walcheren. Was this, then, an occa

sion—was this a time—in which it was decorous for the noble lord (Castle

reagh) to talk lightly of the loss of human lives, as girls of 13 would oftheir

Puppy-dogs (a laugh). With respect to the conduct of those who planned

and undertook the expedition, he must say this much, that if any minister

attempted to screen himself, by throwing the blame on the commanders, he

was deceived. All parties were to be equally blamed. The ministers

ought to be punished, and the commanders be tried by a court-martial.

The waste of so many lives by pestilence would, in ordinary cases be called

murder. The ministers must have known the consequences of sending

men to a pestilential climate. If they did not know of such pestilence, that

ignorance alone was guilt; and if they did know of it, their guilt was

still greater. He did not think that the resolutions which he should vote
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for, went far enough; for there must not culy be censure, but heavy

punishment.

Mr. Bathurst supported the resolutions; and Mr. Peele General Crau

furd's anaendment.

The Chanceſſor of the Erchequer took an extended review of the policy

and cºnduct of the expedition, from its commencement to its failure, and

contended that no piecautions had been neglected on the part of ministers

for ensuring its success. -

The question was now loudly called for; notwithstanding which, Mr.

R. Dundas, Mr. Brougham, and Sir H. Pophan, respectively spoke a short

time cach. The cry of question being renewed, Sir H. Popham, disconti

nued his speech. Strangers were then ordered to withdraw, and the House

divided on the original motion—Ayes 227—Nocs Qſ5–Majority in favour

of rainisters, and negativing Lord Forch, ster's resolutions on the policy and

conduct of the expedition 48.

Another division then took place on General Craufurd's amendment—for

the amendment 272—against it 232. Majority for ninisters, 10.

The House then divided on the resolutions of Lord Porchester, relative to

the retention of the island. For the resolutions 22.4—against them 273.

Majority in favour of ministers, 51.

Mr. Canning afterwards proposed an amendment, justifying ministers in

their retention of the island, and ordering the same to be entered on the

journals of the House. For this amendment 253—against it 232. Majority

for ministers, 21. Adjourned at half past seven, on Saturday morning.

---

Hiſttrºg on fºrrbitſ,

Copied verbatim from the Loxbow Gazette.

--

ADMIRALTY-off Ice, MARch 17, 1810.

Copies of two Letters from Captain Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke, of his Majrº

ty's Ship Christian the Seventh, addressed to the Honourable Rear

admirat Stopford, and transmitted by Lord Gambier to John Wilson

Croker, Esq. -

His Majesty's Ship Christian the Sevcnth,

sIR, Basque Roads, Jan. 10, 1810.

I TAKE leave to acquaint you, that this morning a convoy, consisting of

the description of vessels named in the margin,” on their passage from

isle d'Aix to Rochelle, was, by the spirited eſorts of the boats of his Ma

jesty's ships Christian Seventh and Armide, under the command of Lieute

nant Guion, senior of this ship, drove within grape and musket-range of the

battery, and (with the exception of the last one taken) completely burnt,

the water ebbing so fast as to render it impossible to bring them. They

* Brig, of 180 tons; sloop, of 100 tons; schooner, of 90 tons; chasse

marée, of 60 tons; ditto, of 40 tons; burnt. Chasse marée, of 30 tone,

taken. -
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were full laden with valuable cargoes of wines and brandies (of the best

quality), soap, rosin, candles, pitch, oil, pine, varnish, &c. In this enter

prise not a man was hurt.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JUS; PH S. YORKE.

The Hon. Robert Stopford, Rear-admiral of

the White, &c. &c. &c.

His Majesty's Ship Christian Seventh, in

SIR, Basque Roads, jan. 21. 1810.

A convoy of about 30 sail making its appearance yesterday evening by

the Maunasson pass, and the van of it appearing inclined to run the

chance of getting into Rochelle, I made the signal for the boats to chase.

With their accustomed sº irit and gallantry, and led by Lieutenant Guiou,

of this ship, they atta, Red the convoy, which run aground within stone's

throw of the batteries, when five of them, as per margin,” were, under a

heavy fire of grape and musketry, burnt and one taken; the rest put back.

It is needless for me to point out particular acts of courage in particular

persons, as the character of British officers and seamen are too well known

and appreciated to require any praise from me. .

In this affair one of the Armide's seatnen was wounded and two of the

enemy's killed.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JOSEPH S. YORIXE.

The Hon. Robert Stopford, Rear-admiral of

the White, ye.

Rear-admiral Drury, commanding his Majesty's ships in the East Indies,

has transmitted to this office a letter he had received from the Hon. Cap

tain Elliott, of the Mlodeste, giving an account of the capture, on the 15th

July last, of the Tuyncelaar, Dutch schooner, of 8 guns and 22 men, cut

out of a bay in the Straits of Sunda, from under the protection of two

batteries and five other armed vessels, by the boats of the Modeste and

Barracouta, under the direction of Lieutenant William Payne, of the

former.

And also a letter from Captain Maunsell, of the Procris, stating the

destruction by that sloop, off Batavia, of the Dutch Company's armed brig

Wagster, mounting 8 guns and 4 swivels, with 86 men.

• Vice-admiral the Hon. Sir Alexander Cochrane has transmitted to John

Wilson Croker, Esq. a letter from Cºptain Stanfell, of his Majesty's sloop

the Scorpion, giving an account of his having, on the 12th of January last,

captured off Guadaloupe the French national brig l’Oreste, of 14 24-poun

ders and two long twelves, with a complement of 110 men. She had

sailed from Basseterre the same evening for France, having on board a

lieutenant-colonel and two other officers of the army, and the captains and

several officers of the two French frigates lately destroyed; and used every

exertion to escape or run on shore, but was cut off by the skill and activity

of Captain Stanfell.

The Vice admiral has also transmitted a letter from Captain Hayes, of

his Majesty's ship Freja, stating the destruction of the batteries at Bay

* Chasse marée, of 60 tons; 2 ditto, of 50 tons; 2 ditto, of 30 tons;

burnt. Ditto, of 15 tons, taken; fully laden with wines, brandies, soap,
rosin, &c. -
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Mahaut, in the Island of Guadaloupe, and of a ship and national schooner

at anchor there, and also the capture of an armed brig by the boats of the

Frcija, under the direction of Lieutenant David Hope, who appears to have

displayed much gallantry in the performance of this service.

MARCH 20.

Copy of a Lºtter from Captain Scott, of his . Majesty's ship the Horatio, to

john Wilson Croker, Esq. dated at Sea, February 24, 1810.

sih,

I have the picasure to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on the norming of the 21st instant,

being in ſatitude 33 deg. 10 min. N. and longitude 29 des. 30 min. W. we

discovered a strange ship, and after a long chase, and running action of one

hour, (wherein the cheiny manifested some determination to get ind his

ship) captured the French frigate la Necessitée, of a small class, picreed

for 40 guns, mounting 23, viz. 22 12-pounders, and six 24-pounder carro

nades, with 186 men, commanded by Monsieur Bernard Bonnie, i.eutenant

de vaisseau, from Brest, bound to the Isle of France, with naval stores and

provisions.

You will acquaint their lordships that his Majesty's ship has not suffered

(except a little in her masts and rigging) in this triting affair; and that thc

othcers, ship's company, and royal marines, behaved to my satisfaction.

I have the honour to be, &c.

GEO. SCOTT.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Sir Joseph Sidney Yorke, of his . Majesty's

Ship the Christian VII. addressed to Admiral Lord Gambier, and trans

mitted by his Lordship to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Ship Christian VII. in Basque

MY LORD, Roads, Feb. 13, 1810.

Three vessels, as per margin,” being part of a convoy of ten sail, laden

with brandy, rosin, &c. that sailed last night in thick blowing weather, wind

W.S.W. from the Charante, bound to the northward, having got on the reef

that projects from the point of Chatclaillon, between Aix and Rochelle,

I directed the boats of this squadron, as per margin, t to destroy them.

This was forthwith attempted to be executed, when the enciny made a

movement to prevent it. Our boats were eight, and the enemy's nine;

our's armed in the usual way, their's more formidable, all of then being

gun-boats, carrying a 12 pounder carronade and six swivels, aud rowing

from 20 to 30 oars. -

Lieutenant Guion, of this ship, who directed the operations, made a

feint of retreating, to decoy the enemy from their shore defences, when

suddenly turning on them, they fled. The barge of this ship, in which he

was, being the fleetest boat, advanced most gallantly along the rear of the

enemy's line to their third boat; but finding from circumstances, the rear

boat was the only one likely to be successfully attacked, he boarded and

carried her sword in hand. Two others were closely pursued to the beach

by Licutenant Roberts, of the Armide, and must, from his steady fire

within pistol shot, have lost men. Thc gun-boat taken by Lieutenant

* A chasse marée, of 60 tons; ditto, of 40 tons ; ditto, of 30 tons

fully laden.

t Christian VII. 3 boats; Seine, 2 ditto; Armide, 3 ditto.
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Guion had two killed and three wounded; amongst the latter was her

commander, severely. The vessels alluded to in the margin were then

burnt.

I am, very respectfully, &c. .
JOSEPH S. YORKE.

MArch 24.

Rear-admiral Sir Richard Strachan has transmitted to John Wilson Cro

ker, Esq. a letter from Captain Mounsher, of his Majesty's sloop Drake,

giving an account of his having, on the 7th inst driven a large French pri

vateer schooner on shore near Camperdown, where she bilged.

And also a letter from Captain Hawtayne, commanding the Quebec,

reporting the capture of a French privateer schuyt, of four guns, cut out on

the 16th inst, near the Texel, under a heavy fire of musketry from the shore,

by the boats of the Idas and King George cutters.

MARCH 31.

Copy of a Letter from the Hon. Vice-admiral Sir Alerander Cochrane, K. B.

Commander-in-chief of his Majesty's Ships and Wessels at the Leeward

Islands, to John Wilson Croker, Esq. dated on board his Majesty's Ship

Pompée, Basseterre, Guadaloupe, the 27th of February, 1810.

SIR,

I have the satisfaction of announcing to the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, that the flags of France and Holland no longer wave in

the Antilles; an event singular in itself, and I hope will prove beneficial to

my country. -

The surrender of the islands of St. Martin's, St. Eustatius, and Saba, has

quickly followed that of Guadaloupe. This service was, in conjunction

with Brigadier-General Harcourt, most ably performed by that judicious

officer, Captain Fahie, of the Abercrombie, to whom I gave the temporary

rank of commuodore during the cºpedition. His reports I have the honour

to enclose.

I have the honour to be, &c.

A. COCHRANE.

His Majesty's Ship Abercrombie, off Great

SIR, . - Bay, St. Martin's, Feb. 17, 1810.

I arrived at day-light on the 14th inst. off this island, with the squadron

you did me the honour to place under my orders, destined to co-operate

with the military force under the command of Brigadier-General Harcourt,

for its reduction. The Vimeira, Snap, and Mornefortunée, soon after

joined me, and in the course of the day the Frolic, Surinam, and Su

perieure. -

Captain Scobell, in his Majesty's brig the Vimeira, with a company of

the 25th regiment, under the orders of Captain Beattie, assistant quarter

master-general, was immediately despatched to Marigºt Bay, to occupy

the French quarter of the island, having charge of a joint letter from Ge.

neral Harcourt and myself, addressed to the commandant, and enclosing to

him General Ernouf's order to place his Majesty's troops in posscssion

thereof, in conformity to the capitulation concluded at Guadaloupe on the

6th instant; which I have the satisfaction to acquaint you was instantly

complied with, and the French garrison embarked on board the Vimeira.

At the same moment we sent a summons to the Gºvernor of the Dutch
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art of the island, to which he replied in evasive terms. As the disem

i. of the troops and artillery, therefore, became immediatºy neces

sary, his Majesty's brigs, named in the margin,” were ordered to anchor

close to the shore, in Little Cool Bay, within a long range of the enemy's

batteries, where the laiding was cffected before sun-set, without opposition.

Anxious to give every facility in my power to the views of General far

court, by an immediate co-operation, I landed with him, determined to

remain by his side until the final accomplishine it of the important service

entrusted to us. The troops had just taken a forward position, when we

received a message from the Governor, expressive of his desire to capitu

late, and his intention to send out comºissioners with his terms, by eight

o'clock that night. Brigadier-General Skinner and Captain Dowers, of

his Majesty's brig the Ringdove, were appointed on our part to meet them.

It was, however, noon on the 15th before the articles were adjusted, having

for their basis those granted to the garrison and island of Guadaloupe.

It was stipulated that they should be ratified by the Governor, and re

turned in three hours; but before the expiration of that time, the Dutch

commissioners returned, and earnestly solicited to be allowed until eight

o'clock the next dav, which was granted, on their positive assurance that

they would be prepared at that hour to put his Majesty's troops in posses.

sion of the principal fort. At nine o'clock, therefore, on the morning of

the 16th, General Harcourt marched towards the town of Phillipsburgh,

the seamen drawing the howitzers over the hills, and every neasure having

been adopted for an immediate attack, should it be found necessary; when,

to our surprise, we were met on the march by one of the Dutch commissi

oners, who informed us that the Governor had determined to surrender at

discretion, rather than ratify the capitulation. This was immediately con

'firmed by the appearance of the Governor, who, addressing General Har

court, surrendered himself and garrison as prisoners of war. During this

conversation, the Dutch colours were lowered at Fort Louis, and the gar

rison marched down to the foot of the hill, where they laid down their

arms, and were embarked. -

Had there been occasion to call for the gallantry of our troops and

seamen employed on this occasion, I am convinced that it would have

been displayed equally to their own, and their country's honour; the hap

piest unanimity and the most zealous energy pervaded the whole.

The character of Brigadier-General Harcourt leaves me the satisfaction of

expressing my sense of the good fortune which destined me to command on

a conjunct service with him.

Captain Dowers, of the Ringdove, who has served on shore under my

orders at Guadaloupe and at this island, is cntitled to my warnest

thanks.

The unconditional surrender of the colony will unavoidably delay us

here some days, as many arrangements which relate to its internal govern

ment become indispensably necessary; but for all details on this subject, I

beg leave, Sir, to refer you to Brigadier-General Harcourt's letter to his

Excellency Sir George Beckwith, and also for any information you may

desire respecting the proposed articles of capitulation, a copy of which is

enclosed to him.

I have thought it advisable to send the Surinam at once to you with this

despatch, and she carries the Dutch garrison; the Superieure will take

those from the French quarter. ** *

The moment the general has settled the points which claim his attention

* Ringdove, Snap, Morncfortunée,
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here, I shall sail to execute the remaining part of your orders; and I hope

Soon to acquaint you that they have been fully accomplished, and so con

sistently with your instructions, Sir, as to meet your approbation.

I have the honour to be, &c.

W. C. FAHIE.

Vice-admiral the Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K.B. &c.

Returns of the Garrisons of the Dutch and French Quarters at St. Mar

tin's, 17th Feb. 1810.

T]atch quarter—l captain, 2 lieutenants, 2 medical officers, 1 serjeant

major, 6 serjeants, 3 corporals, 47 yagers, and 7 in hospitals.

Artillery—1 lieutenant, 6 gunners.

French quarter—1 captain-commandant, I serjeant, 16 rank and file.

N.B. Seventeen deserters returned from the Dutch quarter, aud one

from the French. W. C. FAHIE.

To their Excellencies Brigadier-general George William Richard Harcourt,

and Commodore William Charles Fahie, commanding his Majesty's

Land and Sea Forces at St. Martin's, &c.

We, the inhabitants of the heretofore Dutch part of the island of St.

Martin's, beg leave to approach your Excellencies, with hearts impressed

with the highest gratitude for your benevolence extended to us, at the mo

ment we were left to your discretion. -

And whilst we acknowledge that mercy and generosity are ever predomi

nant in Britons, we inust no less admire the manner in which your excellen

cies have diffused these blessings amongst us. We want words to convey to

your excellencies what are our feelings on the occasion. We pray you to

elieve that our sincerest wishes for your prosperity and happiness will at

tend you on all occasions, and to your latest hour; and in receiving these

our unfeigned acknowledgments, we beg leave to request of your excellen

cies to convey to Sir George Beckwith, K. B. commander of the forces, and

Sir Alexander Cochrane, K. B. vice-admiral of the blue, commander of the

naval forces in these seas, the high sense we feel of their goodness, so fully

jºined in their choice of such officers as your excellencies to represent
£uern.

St. Martin's, 20th Feb. 1810.

Sols Romney.

Fngle, J. Richardson.

Abra. Cannegieter.

Ahm. Hujkger.

D. T. Van Rumendt.

Joseph Romney. *

George Illidge.

Thomas Romney.

Chr. Blyden,

Henry Nicholsoil.

A Beckers.

D. Nisbet.

A. J. Kintho

James Cuthbert.

Andrew A. Wade. .

R. Huthersall, a

Thomas Jolly.

Aºm. P. Daly.

John Togart.

William Hanson.

John Hanson.

ſºat. Tºron, ČioI, XXIII.

Rd. T. Hanson.

P, Rogers.

G. Du Ciux.

J. L. Lapicrºe.

W. C. y!ackiot.

Patrick Carty.

A. S. Wade.

Thomas Gumbes.

John Richardson.

Richard R. Richardson.

John Richardson, jun.

Johannes Solomons Gib

ºrs.

W.' ... n Gibhes.

W. R. N. Howell.

IRichard Burke.

Jolin 'ºmes

Edward Romney.

Jacob G. Richardson

James F. Romney.

3 k
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Abercrombie, at Anchor in the Road of Saint

SIR, Eusſatius, Feb 22, 1810. -

The measures which it became necessary to adopt for the internal govern

ment of the Dutch quarter of the island of St. Martin, in consequence of its

unconditional surrender to his Majesty's arms, having been completed on

the evening of the 20th instant, I sailed from thence at day-light, on the

foliowing inorning, and at twelve o’clock on the same day anchored in this

road.

On the appearance of the Abercrombie off the road, Captain Dowers, of

his Majesty's orig the Ringdove (who had been sent forward with a joint sum

mons from Brigadier-general Harcourt and myself, addressed to the gover

nor), joined us with his answer, together with the Terms on which he offer

ed to cºpitulate, but as they were in some points inadmissile, Lieutenant

colonel Stewart and Captain Dowers were sent on shore to meet the Dutch

commissioners, and I have the satisfaction to inform you, that before night

the articles* of capitulation were framed and ratified on both sides, and the

jºr company of the 25th regiment landed to occupy the principal

Ort.

Intire possession of the island was given to us at nine o'clock this morn

ing, when the Dutch garrison marched out with the honours of war, and

embarked.

Inclosed is a copy of the capitulation, and a return of the garrison, toge

ther with several documents relative to the island of St. Martin's, which I

had not time to transmit sooner for your information. -

Though the island of St. Eustatius is of little value in itself, the acquisiti

on of it is important, as it finally expels the enemy's flag from the Archipe

lago, and I am assured, sir, that it will be to you, as it is to me, a source of

peculiar satisfaction, that I have been enabled to carry your orders into

complete execution without the loss of a single life.

The joint operations of the military force, under the command of Briga

dier-general Harcourt, and of the squadron acting under iny orders, have

been marked throughout this detached service with an unvaried spirit of

zeal and cordiality. -

It will, sir, be no inconsiderable addition to the satisfaction I feel

in having thus accomplished the object of your orders, if my conduct in

their execution meet your approbation.

I have, &c.

Vice-admiral Sir A. Cochrane. W. C. FAHIE.

Return of the Garrison of the Island ºf St. Eustatius, commanded by Major

J. N. Karse!oom, on the 22d Feb. 1810.

On Service.

1 commandant, 2 subalterns, 1 surgeon, 5 under officers: 4 corporals and

furriers, 1 trumpeter, 1 drummer, 19 privates, I bombardier, 1 corporal of

artillery, 3 canoniers.

Unfit from Sickness or Wounds.

1 subaltern, 1 under-officer, 12 privates, 3 canoniers. Total 56.

J. N. KARESBOOM, Major com.

Note.—Of the above 56 men, only 51 or 52 will be able to embark, in

cluding the officers.

W. C. FAIHIE,

-

* See the Articles under Lieuteant-general Sir G, Beckwith's despatches.
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Ertract of a Letter from Lieutenant Wells, Commanding his Majesty's brig

Mongfortunée, addressed to Commºdore Fahie, of the Abercrombie, dated

22d February, 1810.

Agreeably to my orders I proceeded and delivered the letters to the Vice

governor at Saba, who requested a short time to call in his Burghers. At 4

A. M. they surrendered the island to his Majesty's brig under my command,

when I had the honour to hoist the English colours, and it was saluted by the

inhabitants with three cheers.

T. WELLS, Lieutenant-commander.

ADM 1 RALTY-off IcF., M.A RCri 31.

Rear-admiral Sir ltichard Strachan has transmitted to John Wilson

Croker, Esq. a letter he had received from Captain Hawtºyne, commanding

his Majesty's ship Quebec, giving an account of his having, on the 21st

instant, captured, near the Dogger Bank, a French privateer lugger, I'ſm;e

ratrice, of Fourteen guns and forty-two men, on her first cruise from

Calais.

St. Eustatius, February 22, 1810.

Return of Ordnance and Stores in the Island.

Iron-guns. 2 24-pounders, 1 18-pounder, 1 16-pounder, 4 12-pounders,

39-pounders, 5 6-pounders, 144-pounders, 19 3-pounders.

Carronades. 6 12-pounders.

Carriages. 1 24 pounder, 1 18-pounder, 5 12-pounders, 8 9-pounders,

5 G-pounders, 10 4-pounders, 6 3-pounders.

Round-shot. 100 24-pounders, 434 12-pounders, 2009-pounders, 100

6-pounders, 50 3-pounders. -

16 Signal-flags (i) utch), 1,000 musket-balls, cartridges, 12 priming-horns,

180 muskets with havonets, 90 pouches, one bugle, 20 swords, 300 lbs. of

gun-powder, 1 Dutch flag. -

W. CLEVE, Captain Royal Artillery.

- APRIL 3.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Mends, ºf his Majesty's Ship the Arethusa,

atºiressed to Admiral Lord Gambier, and translatted by his Lordship to

John ſºilson Crvker, Esq.

His Majesty's Ship Arethusa, off the Saints,

My Lon D, .4/ºrch 17, 1810.

I have the honour to acquaint you of the capture of la Levrette French

schooner privateer, of 4 guns and 30 men, this noruing, by his Majesty's

ship under my command; four days from Rocheile, without having taken

any thing.

I am, &c. R. M. ENIDS.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Maitland, of his Majesty's Ship the Emerald,

addressed to Vice-admiral Whitshed, and transmitted by the latter to join

Wilson Croker, Esq.

st R, Emerald, aſ Sea, .ºſu, ch 23, 1810.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that his Majesty's ship Einerald,

yesterday evening, at nine o'clock, took the .e. le Etoile, of Marscies,

a very fine ship, ietier of marque, carrying 36 inca and 8 guns, ti,ough

pierced for 40; four days out from B-yo:*e, bound to the Isle of

France, with a cargo of wide, flour, oi, and various other ruerchandise.

The Belle Etoile was discovered from ic Inas.-head of tuis ship at half
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past nine A.M. and the chase lasted (with a very strong breeze) nearly

12 hours; during the latter part of which she threw four guns, most of

her water, and a part of her provisions overboard. She is 350 tons

burthen, only 15 months old, had made but one tripto Guadaloupe,and

appears to sail in a most superior style.

I am, &c.

F. L. MAITLAND.

APRIL 14.

Admiral Lord Gambier has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

a letter from Captain Malcolm, of his Majesty's ship the Rhin, stating

his having captured, on the 22d of last month, the Navarrois French

privateer, carrying 16 guns, and 132 men, out four days from

Bayonne. -

Rear-admiral Sir Richard Strachan has transmitted to John Wilson

Croker, Esq. a letter he had received from Captain 'Mounsher, of his

Majesty's sloop the Drake, giving an account of his having, on the 9th

instant, captured off the Texel the Tilsit French privateer, carrying

18 guns of different calibres, and 64 men.

A Pn 11, 21.

Admiral Lord Gambier has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

a letter from Captain Kerr, of his Majesty's ship Unicorn, giving an

account of his having, on the 12th instant, captured l’Esperance French

national vessel, (late his Majesty's ship Laurel,) armed en flute, com

imanded by a lieutenant de vaisseau, with a valuable cargo of colonial

produce from the Isle of France.

MAY 1.

Ertract of a Letter from Captain JWorth, of his Majesty's Sloop Helena,

to ſice-admiral Whitshed, dated at Sea, the 19th April 1816, and

transmitted by the Admiral to John Wilson Croker, Esq. ,

I have to acquaint you, that his Majesty's sloop under my cºmmand

gave chase to a sail seen at day-light, which continued until nine

o'clock at night; then, after firing a few guns, she surrendered, and

proved to be the brig Grand Napoleon, of Nantz. She sailed from

thence on the 13th ult. manned with 124 men, armed with 16 guns.

viz. 12 18-pounder carronades (English) and four long guns. She is

the most complete appointed French cruiser I have ever seen, is 2-0

ions, and three months old.

**** * jºabăl CCt:ttº it?artial.

-

- *
º

ATELY, a Court Martial was held on board the Gladiator, on the

Hon. Captain Pakenham, of his Majesty's ship Greyhound, his

officers and ship's company, for the loss of that ship, on the coast ot

Luconia, on the 11th October, 1808.—The Court were of opinion.

that the loss of the Greyhound was caused by her running on the said

coast, and that no blame was imputable to Captain Pakenham, his

officers, and ship's company, for their conduct on that occasion ; that no

exertion to save the ship could have been effective; but that every

exertion was made by him to save the lives of the ship's. ; and

did adjudge him, his officers, and ship's company, to be acquitted.
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On Friday and Saturday, May 11 and 12, a Court Martial was held on

board the Salvador del Mundo, in Hamoaze, for the trial of Lieutenant

William Archbold, late of the Princess receiving ship, at Liverpool;

that officer having requested that he might have a public opportunity of

vindicating his character from the odium, thrown upon it by Captain

Killwick, commander of the Princess.-The Court, after having exa

mined Captain Killwick and many of his officers, and duly considered

their evidence, was of opinion, that the conduct of Mr. Archbold

had been most officer-like and correct during the whole of the time

he had served in the Princess, and did therefore most fully acquit him.

On Saturday, May 12, Mr. Littlepage, carpenter of the Hazard, was

also tried for absence from duty, disobedience of orders, and mutiny.—

The latter charge was not proved; the others being in part, Mr. Little

page was reprimanded and admonished.—President, Captain Wolley.

On Thursday, May 17, a Court Martial was held on Mr. James

Anderson, Master of his Majesty's ship Grasshopper, for drunkenness

and neglect of duty, at various times.—He was dismissed his ship, and

rendered incapable of ever serving as an officer again ; but to serve in

such a situation as theČ...ºf shall direct.—Captain Lee.

President.

***

Høromotions and 3ppointmenta,

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Vice-admiral Sir Henry Stanhope, i.art. is appointed commander-in

chief at the Nore, vice Admiral Wells.

Rear-admiral W. A. Otway succeeds Sir Henry Stanhope as com

mander-in-chief in the Thames, and Rear-admiral Herbert Sawyer suc

ceeds Admiral Otway in the harbour duty at Portsmouth.

The Right Hon. Charles Yorke, brother of Captain Sir Joseph Syd

ºi Yorke, is appointed to be First Lord Commissioner of the Admi

raity - -

Captain John Stewart to thc Saldanha; Adam Drummond to the

Courageux : Bridges W. Taylor to the Apollo ; Philip Beaver to the

Nisus; Peter Parker to the Menelaus; E. P. Brenton to the Cyané;

Bryan Hodgson to the Barbadoes; William Dawson to the Piedmon

faise ; Joseph Bott to the Sabine; James Murray to the Oberon ;

Joseph Spear to the Royal Sovereign : it. D. Oliver to the Valiant :

John Davis (2) to the Achates : G. M. Sutton to the Derwent sloop ;

Sir Thomas staines to the Hamadryad William Higman to the

Gluckstadt; and James Bowen, eldest son of Commissioner Bowen, of

the Transport Board, to the Pallas. - -

Captain Losack to the Christian VII. vice Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke,

Captains Dennor and Pechell are promoted to the rank of Post

Captains.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

Lieutenant Stephen Cousins to the Resolution ; Robert Streatfield to

the Ruby ; W. J. Edwards to the Grasshopper ; John Richardsou (1)
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to the Diligence James Robinson, (2) to the Prometheus ; Henry

Davis (2) to the Siately ; W. C. Edwards to the Racehorse ; John

George Aplin to the San Josef: Alexander Home to the Theseus; John

Campbell (5) to the Daring gun-brig ; David St. Clair to the Victory;

George W. H. d’Aeth to the San Josef; Johu Clunuley to the Aboukir;

William W. West to the St. Domingo ; Thomas Moucklen to the Mars;

Peter Despourrins to the Amsterdam; Joseph Patté in the Formidable;

George Morrison to the Chanticleer ; James Wallace (*) to the Cadmas;

James Shipley to the Ardent ; Henry William Bailey to the Française;

James G. Gooding to the Rosario ; Henry J. Wilson to the Namur;

William Hathwaite to the Elizabeti; ; John Gordon to the Theban ;

Richard Crossman to the Dart cutter; John R. Morris to the Pioneer ;

John Pearce to the Decoy cutter ; John A. Blow to the Algerine cutter;

Abraham Garland to the Sprightly cutter ; , David Alien to the Lyra ;

John George Moscs to the Hardy gun-vessel ; Sir William S. Wiseman

to the lion ; James B. Babington to the Wolverene; John Rudall to

the Osprey : George Tippet to the Africa : Robert Russel (2) to the

Antelope ; Humphrey Hopkins and Edward Brazier to the Nisus ;

George W. H. Knight to the Hussar; Alexander Brodie to the Formi

dable ; George ſtoach to the Princess ; Benjamin Moorehouse to

the Britomat John Hindmarsh to the Nisus ; Sir John G. Sinclair,

Bart. to the Menelaus ; William J. Prowse to the Hamadryadi Samuel

P. Pritchard to the Barbadoes; Joseph Hodgkin to the Beaver; Sir

William George Parker, Bart. to the Antelope ; James Begbie to the

Apollo ; Richard Danford to ditto ; John Reding to the Elizabeth ;

#. Caley to ditto; S. H. W. Howse to the Fleche; William Pringle

to the Magnanime. -

Lieutenant D. Barber is promoted to the command of the Dauntless

sloop, in lieu of Captain Whittman, deceased on the coast of Africa.

Mr. T. Hoskius is appointed to command the Diligente store-ship.

Lieutenants W. H. Smith, Hon. John Gower, James Hay, E. Flyn,

H. N. Rowe, John Codd, Phipps, Hamilton, Dalton, and Hou. W. Gard

ner, are promoted to the rank of Commanders.

Lieutenant A. Market is appointed Warden of his Majesty's Dock-yard

at Deptford.

T. Edgecombe, Esq. is appointed Private Secretary to the Right Hon.

Charles Yorke, First Lord of the Admiralty. º

A list of Midshipmen passed for Lieutenants on the first Wednesday in

the present month.

Sheerness. --John P. Davidson, Andrew M“Cullock, Charles Brown,

Henry F. Sewell, John Horn. -

Portsmouth.-L. A. Robinson, William Richie, James Stewart, Charles

Rich, Itandall Vans. -

P'ymouth. George Forder, Robert Tryon, John Wingrave, William

Salier, Alexander Kennedy, Edward Saurin, Henry Guy, Emelius K.

Dixon.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

James Hunter to the Nassau prison ship ; William Boyd to the

Phenix ; H. Mithvi to the Algerine cutter; Pavid Lewis (1) to the

Pigmy cutter ; R. P. Hillyar to the Apolio 5 Janes Hail to the Pioneer;

Thomas iteynolds to the Erebus; James Prior to the Nisus; William
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Dickson to the Hamadryad; L. B. Oliver to the Barbadoes ; F. R. Jago

to the Derwent ; John Jones to the Agincourt ; John Duncan to the

Racer cutter; C. K. Crawford to the Cretan ; William Smith to the

Trinculo : E. H. Seymour to the Rainbow ; James Soutter to the

Cruizer sloop; Thomas Downey to the Thisbe.

Assistant Surgeons, &c. appointed.

F. R. Clause to be an hospital mate at Portchester prison; N.

M“Morris to the Bellona ; Archibald Blacklock to be an hospital mate

at Deal; H. M. Radford to the Africa; John Corsan to the Vanguard ;

Anthony Adams to the Victory : John Urquhart to the Trent hospital

ship; John Baxter to the Standard; Robert Fleming to the Berwick;

George Swann to the Standard ; James Brutton to be an hospital mate

at Plymouth hospitai; Ebenezer Scott to ditto; James Morrison to the

Gorgon hospital ship; William Barr to be an hospital mate at Haslar

hospital; Frederick Clause from Portchester Castie to ditto ; William

Bland to the Menelaus; William Crichton to the Saivador del Mundo ;

Richard Morgan to the Clyde; Alexander Montgomery to be an hospital

mate at Portchester Castle; Michael M'Creery to the Gorgon hospital

ship ; W. B. Godfrey to the Hamadryad; James Kennedy to be an

hospital mate at Yarmouth hospital; William Bierne to ditto; W.

Sedley Burne to Stapleton prison hospital; Alexander Smith to the

Trent ; Thomas Heynes to the Thrasher gun-brig i Andrew M. Robert

to the Poictiers; James Bellarby to the Nymphe; James Stewart to the

Medusa; Robert Austin to the Loire; Peter Burke to the Amelia;

William Dykes to the Apollo ; Alexander Cleghorn to the Princess of

Orange.

B1 RTHS.

On the 8th of May, at Plymouth Dock, the wife of Captain Isaac

Woolley, R. N. of a son. -

On the 2d of May, in Caroline-place, Guildford-street, the lady of

Captain J. R. Franklyn, of the Hon. East India Company's service, of a

daughter.

On the 12th of May, in King-street, Portman-square, the lady of

Captain Paterson, of the Hon. East India Company's naval service, of a

daughter.

MARRIAGES.

On the 24th of April, at Richmond, in Surrey, Peter Taylor Robinson,

Esq. Major in the 8th, or King's own, regiment, to Mary, sixth daughter

of the late Vice-admiral Sir William Parker, Eart.

At Kensington, by the Rev. Charles Fanshawe, Captain Fanshawe, of

the royal navy, eldest son of General Fanshawe, to Anna Maria Jen

kinson, second daughter of Colonel Jenkinson, of the Board of Green

Cloth.

Lately, at Stonehouse Chapel, Plymouth, Lieutenant William Jenkins,'

commander of the Snapper schooner, to Miss rideha Coryton, of Durn

ford-street, Stonehouse.

At Hennock, Devon, Captain William Hill, of the royal navy, to Miss

Upton, of Cheriton-Bishop.
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At Donhead St. Mary, by the Rev. Dr. Jackson, Charles Cowper Ben

nett, Esq. of the royal navy, to Sarah, eldest daughter of the late Wil

liam Burlton, Esq. of Baverstock-house, Wilts.

Mr. Shier, navy agent, of Portsea, to Miss Salmon, daughter of Mr.

S. Salmon.

On the 8th of May, at Maker church, Plymouth, by the Rev. Mr.

Ley, George Augustus Hire, Esq. R. N. to Harriet, youngest daughter

of John James, Esq. Rosemundy, near Truro.

Captain J. Maughan, of the royal marines, to Miss M. Payne, young

est daughter of the late Rev. S. Payne, of Weymouth.

At Gibraltar, Lieutenant Fuller, of his Majesty's ship Nereus, to Miss

, L'Egere.

Captain Dacres, R. N. to Arabella Boyd, third daughter of Lieutenant

general Sir Hew Dalrymple.

OBITUARY.

At his apartments in the Royal Hospital at Greenwich, aged 84,

Captain Francis Lynn, the senior captain of that institution, and the old

est officer on the commanders' list. -

At the siege of Cadiz, Lieutenant Cropley.

On the 10th of May, at Coliton, in Devon, Henry Wilson, Esq.

late a captain in the East India Company's service.

On the 28th of April, at the house of John Leck, Esq. in Caroline

place, Lower Grosvenor-place, Marianua, second daughter of Caplain

Stackpoole, of the Tonnant. -

Lately, in the West Indies, of the yellow ſever, Lieutenant Frederick

Ellis, and Mr. Bonnell Budd of the Cleopatra.

Lately, at Halifax, Captain Robert Simpson, R. N.

On the 10th of April, Captain Delamore Wynter, of his Majesty's sloop

the Cadmus.

On the 29th of April, of a deep decline, Lieutenant James Cuthbert, of

the royal navy. ** * * -

On the 13th of January, on the coast of Africa, Captain Josiah Whitt

man, of his Majesty's sloop the Dauntless, aged 58.

On the 20th of April, at Greenock, Lieutenant Roderick Macleod, of

his Majesty's ship Minotaur. He was raised to his rank from a private

station, as the reward of his merit.

... At Gosport, Captain George Irwin, of the royal navy; also his de

phew, George Irwin, of Hythe, near Southampton. *** *

, , Lately, at his house in Plymouth, at an advanced age, Charles Cham

berlayne, Esq. Admiral of the Blue.—He was made Post Caplain on the

28th of October, 1778; Rear-admiral, on the 1st of June, 1795 ; , Vice

admiral, on the 14th of February, 1799; and Admiral, on the 9th of

- November, 1805.

At Queensferry, Scotland, in the 91st year of his age, Mr. Mac Bal

lam, surgeon. The early part of his professional life was passed in the

naval service. At the attack of Carthagena, in 1741, he was landed to

assist the troops, along with Smollet, then also a surgeon's mate, and of

whom Mr. Mac B. always spoke in terms of high estcent.

w
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MEMOR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

of trie LATE

RIGHT HoNot RABLE

MOLYNEUX LORD SHULDHAM,

ADMIRAL OF THE- writte sº cantos.

*

“ IIonour and fame are the rewards of perseverance.”

-

WITHE late Admiral Lord Shuldham, whose title is extinct, was

* the descendant of a German family of the name of Shuldham,

or Shouldham, which had been some time sctiled in Ireland. His

father, of whom he was the second son, was a clergyman, in the

diocese of Ossory ; and his mother was a daughter of Daniel

Molyneux, Esq. of Ballymulvy, in the county of Longford.

He entered the service at the very early age of ten years; and,

after passing the subordinate gradations, of rank, lº was, on the

12th of May, 1746, made post captain in the Shcerness, a frigate

at that time employed in cruising off the coast of Scotland, where

Commodore Smith then enjoyed the command. From this period,

till 1754, he does not appear to have been employed on any parti

cular service; but, at the latter end of that year, he was appointed

to the Seaford, of 20 guns; from which he was soon afterwards

removed into the Warwick, of 60 guns, and ordered to de West

Indies, under Rear-admiral Frankland. Preparations for war

were at this time making, by both Great Tritain and France.

On the 11th of March, 1756, upwards of two months before

the actual declaration cf war, Captain Shuldham, while on a cruise

off Martinique, had the misfortune to ſail in with the ſo!!owing

French squadron, under the command of M. D'Aubigny, who had

sailed from Brest on the 30th of January preceding:—

Shiºs. Gºis.

Prudente ------- 74

Atakººte - - - - - - - - Sh º -

Zºlº" --------- 25

rºat. Tºron, ºi, XXIII. 3 I. --
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Respecting the action which ensued, the subjoined extract from a

letter, written shortly afterwards from the West Indies, is the

only document that we have been able to obtain :-

“The Warwick, of 60 guns, who had been cruising off the coast of

Martinico, and had taken several French prizes, fell in with the Prudente

man of war, of 74 guns, who had in company with her a 60-gun ship, and a

frigate of 36 guns. The Warwick, perceiving herself thus over-matched,

endeavoured to get clear by making a running fight, and actually got clear

of the large ships, but the frigate, being ordered to chase, came up under

her stern and raked her terribly, by which means she was kept in play till

the Prudente again came up, and the Warwick struck."

The force of the enemy's ships has been variously described;

but we believe that the list, given above, presents the most correct

statement.—if we are to accredit the French accounts, Captain

Shufdham mistook their ships for merchantmen ; and it was not

till a broadside from one of the frigates had convinced him of his

error, that he would open his lower ports. Conscious of the

hopelessness of resistance, he then made all the sail he could set,

with the view 9f effecting his escape. His efforts, however, were

unsuccessful; for, as the enemy's ships sailed and worked much

better than the Warwick, the latter was soon surrounded.

She defended herself as long as it was possible, but the vast

superiority of the assailing force compelled her speedily to

surrrender.

We are not to suppose that any blame whatever attached to

Captain Shuldham on this occasion; for, immediately after his

exchange, he was tried by a court martial, most honourably ac

quitted, and appointed to the Panther, a 60-gun ship, then newly

launched.

In the month of November, 1758, Captain Shuldham sailed for

the West Indies, under the orders of Commodore Hughes, who

was sent thither with a squadron, to join Commodore Moore, for

the purpose of enabling him to make a successful attack upon the

French Islands.

Commodore Hughes's squadrcn joined the commander-in-chief,

in Çarlisle Bay, Barbadoes, on the ºd of January, 1759; and, in

the subsequent attack upon Basseterre, the capital of the island of
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Guadaloupe, which surrendered after a very spirited defence,

Captain Shuldham particularly distinguished himself.”

There being no longer any occasion for so great a naval force

in the West Indies, several of the large ships, amongst which was

the Panther, were sent home with the convoy.

Early in the year 1760, Sir James Douglas succeeded Commo

dore Moore, in the command on the Leeward Island station.

Captain Shuldham joined him on that station, in 1761, having

been previously appointed to the Raisonable, of 64 guns; a ship

which had been taken from the enemy a short time before. In

June, Sir James Douglas proceeded to attack the island of Domi

nica ; but, whether Captain Shuldham accompanied him, we are

not certain, as the whole of his squadron was not employed on that

service. On the 8th of the month, the island surrendered to his

Majesty's arms, after a short resistance.

On the 22d of November, (1761) itear-admiral Rodney arrived

in Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, with a strong reinforcement from

England ; on the 14th of i)ecember, he was joined by the Teme

raire, of 74 guns, and the Actaeon frigate, from Belieisle, with a

body of troops on board, under the command of Brigadier-general

* For a detailed account of the proceedings against Martinique, Guada

loupe, &c. the reader is referred to our biographical memoir of Adınıral

Sir John Moore, NAVAL CHRON icº. F, Voi. iii. page 421, et seq. A portrait

of the aduliral is given in our X lib Volume, page 113 –In addition to the

list of Commodore Moore's squadron at the Leeward Islands, in 1759, given

at Vol. III, page 498, it may not be aimiss here to subjoin a statement of

the French force, under M. du Bonpart, at the same period:—

Ships. Guns. , Commanders.

Le Defenseur. ---- 74 M. du Bou,part, Chef d'Escadre.

L'ilector - - - - - - - - 74 Captain M. Rochfield.

Le Courageux - - - - - 74 — M. de Cousage.

Le Florissant - - - - - 74 Le Comte de Morville.

Le Dialem - - - - - - 74 —— A1. de Rossalleire.

La Prothée. - - - - - - 64 — M. D'I liquit.

Le Valiant ------- 64 — M. de Clavier.

Le Sage - - - - - - - - - 64 —- M. de Guichen.

L'Amphion ------ - 50 — M. de Revici,

L'Amethyst - - - - - - 32 ——

Le Fleur de Lys - - - 82 ——

Le Voleur ....... 20 —
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Rufan ; on the 24th of the same month, the rest of the army

arrived from America, under Major general Monckton; and,

consequently, at the close of the year, the entire force was assem

bled, and ready to proceed, on the intended expedition against

Martinique.* Accordingly, on the 5th of January, 1762, Rear

admiral Rodney sailed from iśarbadoes, arrived of Martinique on

the 7th, and anchored in St. Anne's Bay on the 8th ; Sir James

Douglas having been previously sent forward to silence the forts

on the coast. The Raisonable, Captain Shuldham, was one of the

ships employed on this service; and, unfortunately, when stand

ing in to attack a battery, she ran up on a small reeſ of rocks, of

which the pilot was ignorant, and was totally lost. Her crew,

stores, and guns, however, were preserved. +

Immediately on the anchoring of the fleet in St. Anne's Bay, a

large body of troops was landed, and batteries were erected; but,

as it was soon found, that the position which had been chosen was

not favourable, the troops were re-embarkcd, and carried to Fort

Royal Bay. On the subsequéut landing of the army, which took

place early on the morning of the 17th, without the loss of a man,

Captain Shuldham commanded the right division of boats.t—The

siege of Fort Royal, which was then immediately commenced,

continued till the 4th of February, when the garrison surrendered;

and, on the 16th of the month, the whole island was in possession

of the British, whose entire loss had not exceeded 506 men.

An attack upon the Havannah having been determined on, Sir

George Pocock left England for that purpose. He arrived at

Barbadoes on the 20th of April ; joined Admiral Rodney, at

Martinique, on the 26th ; and, on the 6th of May, having com

pleted the necessary arrangements, he sailed for the Havannah;

* For the particulars of this expedition, vide Naval. CHRON1cle, Vol. I.

page 303.

+ “We had the misfortune,” says Admiral Rodney, in his official

despatch, “to lose the Raisonable, as she was leading in for one of the

enemy's batterics, owing to the pilot being ignorant of a little reef of rocks,

which took her up. We have saved all her people, all her stores, and I

hope soon to get all her guns."

+ Commodore Swanton commanded the centre, and Captain Hervey the

left.
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Heaving a sufficient squadron under the command of Admiral Rod

ney, for the protection of the Leeward Islands. * Captain Shuld

ham remained with this squadron, and served for some time as flag

captain in the Foudroyant.

From this period, in consequence of the peace which cnsued in

1763, we find no mention of Captain Shuldham, till about the

year 1768, when he was appointed to the Cornwall, of 74 guns,

then lying at Plymouth. Early in the following year, he was re

moved to the Royal Oak, of the same force, one of the ships which

were ordered to be equipped at Portsmouth, in consequence of the

apprehended rupture with Spain.

In the year 1772, Captain Shuldham was appointed governor

of Newfoundland; for which settlement he sailed, with a commo

dore's pendant, in the Panther, of 60 guns, a ship which he had

formerly commanded. On his return to England, at the close of

the year, he fortunately picked up the crew of the Dispatch slopp

of war, which had foundered at sea. #–He also brought home

with him an Esquimaux chief, who was presented to his Majesty.

Commodore Shuldham retained the Newfoundland command

during the three succeeding years, without meeting with any

occurrence deserving of particular notice.:—On the 31st of March,

1775, he was promoted to the rank of rear-admiral of the white

squadron; and, at the general election which took place in the

ensuing autumn, he was returned member of Parliament for the

* Wife biographical memoir of Sir George Pocock, Naval Cliftoxicle,

Vol. VIII. page 456. -

+ The Dispatch had been sent to Fugland by Admiral Man, with an

account of a destructive hurricane, by which the West India Islands had

been visited.

f During this period, the Newfoundland squadron was generally com

posed of the following ships —

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

- M. Shuldham, Commodore.

Panther ------ 60{ Captain C. Öimºney.

Aldborough - - - - 20 James Hawker.

Deai Castle ---- 20 James Cumining.

Nautilus - - - - - - 18 J. H. Jones.

Fgmont, schooner Licatenant Richard Lock.
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borough of Fowey, in Cornwall. On the 3d of February, 1776,

he was farther promoted to be vice-admiral of the blue squadron;

a short time previously to which, he had becm appointed to coin

mand on the American station, whither he proceeded, with his flag

on board the Chatham, of 50 guns.

The first service which the vice-admiral had to perform, on his

arrival in America, was, to carry General Sir Williaſiſ IIowe and

his army to Halifax; that officer having found it expedient to

evacuate Boston early in the year. An expedition against New

York having beca determined on, Admiral Shuldham and General

Howe sailed from Halifax in June ; and on the 3d of July, the

fleet, which, in addition to the ships of war, consisted of an im

mense number of transports, victuallers, and store-ships, passed

the bar at Sandy Hook, and anchored off Staten Island, which

was taken possession of without opposition. Not the slightest

loss, cither by accident or capture, was sustained during the

passage. Every preparation was now made, under Admiral

Shuldham's inspection, for the commencement of offensive opera

tions, as soon as Lord Howe, and the reinforcements which were

expected from England, should arrive.—His lordship reached

Halifax, on the 1st of July; and, finding that the fleet had sailed,

he immediately proceeded to New York, where he joined Admiral

Shuldham on the 14th.* -

On the 31st of July, 1776, Admiral Shuldham was raised to

the dignity of a Baron of the Kingdom of Ireland, by writ of

privy seal, bearing date the 24th of June preceding.

During his stay in America, his lordship was not employed in

any farther service of a distinct nature.—He returned to England

early in the year 1777; and, after the commencement of hostilities

with France, in 1778, he was appointed to command the addi

tional convoy, which was sent with the outward. bound West

India and American fleets, as is sometimes necessary in time of

war, to protect them to a safe latitude. On this occasion, Lord

Shuldham hoisted his ſlag in the Foudroyant, of 80 guns (of which

ship the present Earl St. Vincent was then captain) and sailed

* Wide Naval Chaoxicle, Vol. I. page 15.
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from Spithead, with upwards of 300 sail of merchantmen under his

convoy, on the 25th of December.

Having successfully performed this service, Lord Shuldham was,

after his return, appointed port admiral at Plymouth ; a station

which he continued to fill—excepting at intervals, when he was

relieved by Vice-admiral Milbanke—till after the conclusion of

the war, in 1783.

Subsequently to that period, he never accepted any command.—

On the 19, h of March, 1779, he was made vice-admiral of the

white squadron ; on the 26th of September, 1780, vice of the

red; on the 24th of September, 1787, admiral of the blue; and,

on the 1st of February, 1793, alºniral of the white.

Lord Shuldham died at Lisbon, at a very advanced age, in the

year 1798.

HERALDIC PARTICU ſ. A ps.

The Rev. Samuel Shuldham, of the diocese of Ossory, in the kingdom of

Ireland, married Elizabeth, daughter of Daniel Molyneux, of Ballymulvy,

in the county of Longford, Fsq. (by his wife Catherine, daughter of Thomas

Pooley, of Dublin, Fsq.) and sister to Pooley Molyneux, of Ballymulvy,

who died, unnarried, in 1772; bequeathing his estates, of about 1,600l.

per annum, to the eldest son of his sister, by Mr. Shuldham.—Lord Shuld

ham, the subject of the preceding unemoir, was the second son, by the above

marriage.

AnMS.–An eagle displayed, topaz.

CREst.—A griffin passant, pearl.

St. Pporters.-The dexter an Indian warrior, in his right hand a bow, on

his shoulder a quiver full of arrows, all proper, his inner garment pcarl, an

outer garment over his right shoulder ruby ; on his head a cap with feathers,

pearl, and round his neck, legs, and ancles, strings of beads, proper. The

sinister an Indian female, habited pearl, petticoat emerald, fringed of the

second, round her waist a girdle, and on her head a cap of feathers of the

last, with necklace, bracelets, and beads, proper.

Motto, Post Nubila Phoebus.

asºs

-



NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL IIINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

-

xaxTEs Ix attracute vasto.

spoxTAxtot's 16x ITIox.

OME years ago, a fire broke out on board a frigate in the harbour of

** Kronstadt, which was attributed to some evil-disposed person. Fruit

less inquiries were set on foot; several sailors even were apprehended on

suspicion, and the affair was reported to the Empress, (Ratharine II.) who

answer, d the reporter thus: “But, Sir! it seems to me I have learnt in my

youth, that the mixture of cºrtain substances, cold in themselves, produces

fire spontaneously : perhaps this accident has been occasioned by some

zuch cause; and it would be a sad thing to punish the innocent. Let a

special comini-sion therefore he appointed to examine more minutely into

the case." Kraft, professor of experimental prysics and chemistry to the

grand-dukcs Alexander and Coast tº.time, was of this commission, and the

frigate was carefully visited ; when it was discovered that a bottle of oil had

becm overset on a heap of soot in the fire place; with such appearances

that warranted an amended report, that the fire had proceeded from that

cause; on which the Empress ordered the parties in confinement to be

released.—Her Imperial Majesty made use of this adventure (which she

was fond of recollecting) when the youthful princes were one day speaking

to her of their studies, in order to inculcate the possible utility of all the

scicnces, to personages in their elevated sphere of i.e.

Lord collingwood's coffin.

It is proper to be recorded, that the remains of Lord Collingwood are

deposited in the very stone coffin which Cardinal Wolsey had prepared for

himself. It had remained, as lumber, in a room adjoining St. George's

Chapel, Windsor; and for its last purpose was given as a prescut by his

Mląjcsty.

capture of THE chawLTON, AND THE UN'T Ed KINGDom.

The following particulars of the capture of the Honourable Company's

ships the Charlton, and United Kingdom, by the French frigates la Venus

and la Manche, of 44 guns each, and la Creole corvette, of 16 guns, are

written from memory (the journal having been lost) by an officer belonging

to the Charlton :-

“On the 8th November (1809) his Majesty's ship Rattlesnake, bound to

England, informed us of two French frigates and a corvette being in the

Bay of Bengal, and recommended us, in the probable event of our falling

in with them, to put on the best appearances. We accordingly cleared our
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ship for action, and kept her so, with a continual look-out night and day;

iikewise sent, as per order, an officer and 25 men on board the United

Kingdom, kept exercising the great guns and small arms every morning at

sun-rise.

“At day-break, on the 18th, saw three sail about four or five leagues to

leeward, the wind light and variable, from the westward; commodore made

a signal by telegraph, which was answered in the affirmative by the United

Kingdom and our ship. From six to eight A. M. bearing down as per sig

mal, made out the weathermost ships to be two frigates and a smaller vessel,

hull down to leeward; kept bearing till 10 A.M. when the headmost ship,

ia Manche, commenced a heavy fire on the Windham, her shot passing

over, while that of the Windham fell short. At half-past 10, as soon as our

guns could be brought to bear, we began to fire upon the enemy, but unfor

tunately our shot fell short also.

“At eleven hauled our wind on the starboard tack, and formed in close

order of battle. The Manche wore round by signal to join the Venus;

made all sail to windward with a light variable breeze, the Windhan drawn

a-head, and not in a situation to co-operate; Captain Mortlock, at noon,

called a consultation of his own, and the military officers on board, when it

was unanimously agreed, that the Charlton and United Kingdom could not

maintain a contest with any probability of success, against a force so much

superior in every respect, except in courage and discipline; but, deter

mined not to become an easy conquest, at two P.M. the enemy drawing up

fast, the United Kingdom made the signal to engage the enemy's van, and

was answered in the affirmative. The Venus separating from her consort,

bore upon us. At half-past three the United Kingdom commenced firing

onche Manche, which she sharply returned. We then wore, (being on the

United Kingdom's lee bow) and lay athwart the Manche at half a mile

distance, and keeping up a brisk and well-directed fire, shot away her

mizen-top-sail, when she came round to join the Vcnus, hauled her wind,

and gave the United Kingdom three cheers as she returned, and made all

possible sail, the enemy communicating by boat, and then gave chase to the

Windham, which was at this time five or six miles a-head.

“At sun-set, the enemy, about four miles distant from us, on the wea

ther quarter, made his appearance in close order. At nine we hailed the

United Kingdom, and though we both concurred in thinking the case hope

less, yet we were determined to fight for the honour of the service. The

Charlton took her station in the rear of the enemy, and at half-past ten we

distinctly heard the Venus (close on our beam) beat to arms and pipe to

quarters, and then commenced a dreadful fire of round and grape-shot,

which we instantly returned. Soon after la Manche unexpectedly opened a

fire on us likewise, which we kept returning in a steady and well-directed

manner; but deeming longer resistance to an overwhelming power the

height of rashness, we were under the imperious necessity of striking, to

prevent the greater evil of going to the bottom. Unfortunately, however,

owing to the confusion of a night engagement, we received two destructive

broadsides after we had surrendered.

Iſab, QIºron, ČioI, XXIII. 3 M
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“The frigates now began their united fire on the United Kingdom, who

defended herself till resistance became of no avail, and with a gallantry

which merited a better issue, struck her colours between one and two in

the morning, when the passengers were removed, and the Venus proceeded

in quest of the Windham. - On board the Charlton our loss is less con

siderable than inºcht have been expected from the superior force of the

enemy, the duration and closeness of the action. Only one unan (a soldier)

was killed, and a scanian badly wounded. -

“Several shots through between wind and water; hull, sails, and rigging

severely injured.

“During the engagement the wind was variable from W.N.W. toS

Lat. 6 deg. 30 min. N. long. 90 deg. 30 min. E.”

CAPTURE OF THE WINDhA.M.

The subjoined is Captain Stewart's Narrative, dated Cape Town, Fe

bruary 24, 1810:- -

“On the morning of the 18th November, at day-break, in lat. 6 deg.

41 min. N. long. 92 dog. 30 min. E. observed a strange sail from the deck,

bearing cast, close-hauled on the starboard tack, with the wind at west,

about seven or eight miles to leeward. At six A.M. they tacked and stood

towards us, and, as the wind was then squally and variable (which favoured

them), I conceived it impossible to avoid an action. I therefore telegraphed

the fleet, as to the propriety of our bearing down together, which they

answered in the affirinative, when I cleared ship for action, and steered

towards the headinost ship (a very large frigate, with fourteen ports of a

side, and reckoned to mount 44 guns, and full of men)—made the “nal

for close action, and, as the wind was light and variable, the United hing

dom and Charlton were not keeping in so close order as I wished, I called

the ship's company and soldiers together, and communicated my intention

of boarding, when every one volunteered, and cheered the proposal.

Made all sail and stood towards the enemy, when (at halfpast nine A.M.)

being within gun-shot, he hoisted French colours, and gave us a broadside.

Kept standing towards him without filing a shot; at length commenced our

fire, which, to our great mortification, fell considerably short of him. The

enemy preserved his distance, and kept up a heavy fire, which considerably

damaged our hull, sails, and rigging.

“At half-past ten, finding it impossible to get nearer, backed the main

yard, and engaged the frigate for an hour and a half; by this time the

United Kingdom and Charlton were well-up, being then a little past noon,

when the enemy made sail from us towards his consort, another large frigate,

bearing a commodore's flag.

“At three P.M. the enemy, having collected their force, made all sail

towards us; when (at half-past five P.M.) their van being well-up with our

rear, the Charlton made the signal for permission to engage, which I an

swered in the affirmative, when the United Kingdom and Charlton opened

their broadsides—most of their shot fell short, while those of the enemy
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were flying over us in all directions—shortened saii for the fleet: the enemy

finding the United Kingdom neared him, wore round and stood again

towards his consorts.

“At eight P.M. held a consultation; in consequence of which, made all

sail in hopes of drawing off one of the frigates from the United Kingdom

and Charlton. At midnight observed an exchange of fires between our

ships and the enemy.

“At day-break of the 19th the largest of the enemy's frigates in chase of

us, about seven or e ght miles astern; saw four other ships from the mast

head to N.N.E.; employed in making every exertion to lighten the ship—

throwing overboard cargo and private trade—lat. at noon 6 deg. 27 min. N.

and long. 90 deg. 45 min. E.

“At day-break of the 20th, the enemy only three or four miles a-stern,

and gaining fast upon us. At nine A. M. conceiving him within gun-shot,

commenced firing our stern chasers, but without effect; while the enemy

kept up a heavy fire from his foremost guns, which cut our sails and rigging

very much; when about noon found we had gained from the enemy, and

at one P.M. was without the reach of his guns, performed divine service:

employed again throwing cargo overboard, repairing damages; at day

break on the 21st found him six or seven miles a-stern, and preserving our

distance. Lat. at noon 4 deg. 24 min. N. long. 89 deg. 45 nin. E. Curing

this night the winds were light and variable from north to W.N.W. and

favoured the enemy, who gained fºst; at day-break on the 22d, the enemy

was only a few mills astern, and come fast up, with a fine breeze, when we

were at times becamed ; kept plying with sweeps from our gun-deck, but

they were of no service, as at eight A.M. we were within reach of the

enemy's guns; kept up a brisk fire from our stern and after guns, as he

gained upon us, but without effect, as most of our shot fell considerably

short, while his were flying over us in all directions. At half-past ten A.M.

the enemy having got well to windward, and his whole broadside to bear,

conceived it impossible to contend longer with so superior a force, as from

the circumstance of our sails and rigging being so much damaged, precluded

every chance of our again getting away; I therefore, (with the concur

rence of all on board) was under the painful necessity of hauling down our

colours, as I judged it an unnecessary sacrifice of lives; any further

resistance on our part would only have been productive of the nost fatal

consequences, without the smallest hope of success.

“Every one on board suffered greatly from excessive fatigue, and latterly

it was with diſficulty my officers and crew were able to perform the ne

cessary parts of their duty.

“The frºgate we engaged was la Manche, mounting 28 long 18-pounders

on the gun-deck, and twelve 42-pounders on the quarter-deck and forecastle,

and 350 men; she had two killed in the action on the morning of the 18th

November. *

“It is with regret I state the loss on our part to be very considerable.

“Killed—Ensign Lennon, H. M. 69th regiment; Messrs. R. R. Wright,

Thomas Brookholding, and W. B. Mackenzie, cadets.
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“JWounded.—Ensign Anderson, 80th regiment, and Mr. H. Farquhar,

cadet.

FRENch Account of A NAvAL Action IN THE GULF of NAPLEs.

A FRENch Paper, under the date of Naples, May 5, 1810, contains the

following statement —

“A cut-down ship of the line, carrying 50 guns, (thirty 24-pounders, and

twenty 32-pound carronades) has continued for these four days in the

gulf of Naples, and interrupted the communication with the capital.

Means were prepared to take her, or at least oblige her to retire. The

day before yesterday, the 3d, about seven in the morning, a flotilla, con

sisting of a frigate, a sloop, a brig, and cutter, and six gun-boats that sailed

the preceding night, arrived within a short distance of the enemy's vessel,

which they resolved to carry by boarding. The fog prevented them from

ascertaining the strength of the enemy. When it cleared up, they were

within pistol-shot; but they ſound that the sides of the vessel were too high

to allow them to board. The action began : the Neapolitans bravely sup

ported it during three hours, from the heights of Pausilippo to those of

Ischin. Although they were caught in a calm, which detained them for

three quarters of an hour under the enciny's fire, within half-pistol shot,

nothing could induce them to give up the attempt, until the enemy bore off

and got out of the Bay. On the morning of the 4th, she was seen at a

great distance, making for Sicily; in the evening she was out of sight.

At the beginning of the engagement, the commander of the squadron had

his arm brokee by a shot; the second in command was killed, and two

other officers wounded. At the end of the affair we had 30 killed. and

90 wounded. The frigate and sloop have received a good deal of damage;

but they will soon be in a condition to put to sea again. They returned at

four o'clock in the evening, with the gun-boats. The brig, which was very

much damaged, sunk after the action. It was impossible for any squadron

to behave with greater bravery than the flotilla did in this brilliant affair,

which was not attended with all the success that we at first expected, but

which has, notwithstanding, produced this advantage, that it has removed,

for some time, the enemy, whose presence was productive of so much

inconvenience.”

GALLANT EXPLOIT, PERFORMED BY THE noATs of THE ARMIDE.

The following particulars, in addition to the brief account which

appeared in the London Gazetic of May 22, are copied from a Plymouth

Paper :— -

“Early on the morning of the 4th of May, 1810, the boats of the Armide,

Cadmus, Monkey, and During, led on by Mr. Samuel Roberts, first licutena, t

of the Armide, made a gallant attack on a French convoy, at anchor under

la Fosse de l'Oye, (Isle de Rhé) defended by batteries on shore, two armed

luggers, and several armed pinnaces—Although the enemy were well pre

pared to receive them, our brave fellows boarded and took possession of
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seventeen vessels with little resistance; but the wind, which was northerly

at the commencement of the attack, having unfortunately veered round to

the E.S.E. and blowing fresh into the roadstead, with a flood tide, rendered

abortive every attempt to bring them out, notwithstanding the greatest

exertions, amidst a heavy fire from the armed vessels, the batteries, aud

musketry on the beach. At the approach of day-light, the enemy were

enabled to direct their fire on our boats with more precision; and the

armed vessels, seeing our comparatively small force, advanced to attack it.

There being no possibility of bringing off the prizes, it was found necessary

to destroy them; accordingly, ten brigs, sloops, and galliots, were set fire

to and destroyed, before the boats retreated. We have to regret the loss

of a gallant and promising young officer, Lieutenant P. S. Townley, of the

Armide; he fell (after having boarded and carried an armed lugger) by a

pistol-ball from a French officer commanding an armed pinnace. Lieute

nant Townly collared him, and desired him to surrender, which he refused,

and pulling a pistol from his side, discharged the contents through

Lieutenant T.'s neck, which being observed by the corporal of marines

belonging to the Armide's boat, he instantly bayoneted the Frenchman : a

severe struggle ensued with the enemy, in taking the body of Lieute

nant Townley into the launch, which was effected, after killing eight

Frenchmen.”

FRENch ofFICIAL ACCOUNT OF A RECENT ATTACK ON THE ISLAND OF

Pomeque, IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, BY A DstachMENT of BoATs

FROM THE ENGLISri SQUAD RON.

Report made to the Minister of War by the General ºf Brigade, PELLETIER,

commanding ad interim the 8th Military Division, in the absence of

General DUMUY, dated Marseilles, May 5, 1810.

Monsi F.U R LE DUc,

In the night between the 3d and 4th of this month, the English, allured

by the sight of seven or eight richly laden vessels, which were performing

quarantine at the island of Pomcque, made an attempt to take possession

of them. Two frigates, detached from the enemy's squadron, and which

were cruising the nearest to the shore, sent for this purpose, about two

hours after midnight, six boats, with about two hundred men, towards the

island of Pomeque. Previous to night we did not perceive any hostile

movements on the part of the enemy. Two of the boats put their crews on

shore on the back of the island. These men marched immediately to the

fort, without finding a single sentry. They easily entered it, and surprised

the garrison, whom they found asleep. They desired them not to stir, pro

mising the men who composed it to do them no harm, and contenting

themselves with destroying all the arms. They took away the serjeant, who

commanded in the absence of the officer, who had gone to Marseilles

without perinission, and he conducted them to the battery, where they spiked

the cannon. Among the ships perfortning quarantine, there was a French

privateer, and a Greek armed polacre. Besides these, there was a small

ship, which the commissary of marine had sent the day before to look after

§ -
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the vessels performing quarantine, anchored opposite the house of

the "uarantine captain, and moored to the shore. Four of the boats

attacked her : they surrounded and boarded her: they made themselves

masters of the deck, but the vigorous resistance which they experienced on

the part of the crew, and the continual fire of the privateer, forced them

to relinquish the prize. A party of the men who were on shore, marched

along the river to cut the cable of the ship, but a post of seven men from

the garrison, who were placed there, prevented them by a weil-maintained

fire. When they had consumed the little ainmunition which they hac, they

entrenched themselves on an elevated rock, and annoyed them with stones.

The enemy desired the ship to surrender, said they were masters of the

island, and that the commandant, as well as the garrison, were prisoners;

but these brave men, as well as the quarantine captain, did not cease to

cry out to them that it was false, to order them to defend themselves, and

to fire upon the assailants. Two of the enemy's boats then attacked the

Greek vessels, which suffered them to approach till they were alongside of

them, and then poured several discharges of grape shot into them. All the

men who attempted to board her were cut down with the sabre or

poignard. The other boats perceiving what had happened to those wiich

had attacked the Greek vessel, came to disengage them and take them in

tow. In the mean time, the Greek and the privateer did not cease to fire

grape shot on the boats, which afterwards went off to regain the frigates,

which were about a league, or a league and a haiſ, in the offing, and the

ships set sail and entered Marseilles. Not one was taken. The engage

ment between the vessels and the boats lasted more than two hours. We

had two men killed and four wounded on board the small vessel, three

wounded on board the privateer, and one killed; and three wounded ou

board the Greek. The loss of the enemy is much more considerable; it is

estimated at thirty or forty men, at least.

For several days the commissary of the marine had recommended to the

administrators of health to bring into Marseilles the vessels which were

performing quarantine at Pomeque, as they had done in former years on

the approach of an enemy. Had this advice been followed, this event

would probably not have happened. Though the enemy has totally failed

in his enterprise, it is very painful to have to announce to you that a post

has suffered itself to be surprised. It is to be wished that a countnander

who thus abandons his troops, and who is thus wanting in exactness and

vigilance, especially when the enemy is, as it were, continually present,

should be punished in an exemplary manner. I am, &c.

A conformable copy. (Signed) PELLETIER,

The Secretary General of the Minister at War.

(Signed) FRIRION.

Referred to the minister at war to lay before a military commission.

The commander of the fort to be treated with all the rigour of the laws.-

At the Imperial Palace of Lachen, May 15, 1810.

(Signed) NAPOLEON.

By the Emperor, the minister secretary of state.

(Signed) H. B. DUkr of BASSANO.

tº
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currous REMARK.

The flag officers who commanded the three divisions in the battle off

Ushant, on the 27th of July, 1778, entered Charon's boat according to their

position in the line-of-battle; viz. Rear-admiral Sir Robert Harland, van;

Admiral Keppel, centre; Vice-admiral Sir Hugh Palliser, rear.

CORRESPONDENCE.

--

MR. Editor,

N order to place the injustice of the cases which are mentioned in your

review of the life of the great Nelson (p. 319, 320) in the strongest

point of view, particular instances should be produced, and the losses and

inconveniences which have fallen on individuals should be correctly ascer

tained; this it is not in my power to do, although very many similar cir

cumstances have at different times come within my own knowledge and

experience, but when the details cannot be minute to eractness, we must

content ourselves with the general outline, in the hope that the strong de—

lineation will not need the compleat finish of all its parts to give it a power

ful effect. -

My first attention is due to Mr. Wyndham's answer to Captain Nelson's

application, mentioned in page 320–"Is it so nominated in the bond *"

says Shylock. This sort of reply, Mr. Editor, is too common, and most

fatally pernicious in many cases besides those of naval officers; and I have

heard it often remarked, and I have experienced the truth of the remark to

my cost, that while the laws of this country and their administration afford

the most perfect security of justice to the subject, yet that the individuals

who have any transactions with a member of the executive government, are

almost certain to meet with tedious delays, harsh refusals, unfeeling neg

lect, and sometimes, it is to be feared, bitter injustice. Within the narrow

bounds of my own connections, I can trace such a number of respectable

individuals whose feelings have been harassed or irritated by one or other "

of these means, as to form a body of men whom it is by no means the

interest of the government to have injured. I allude not to any particular

administration, as the same thing has happened under the sway of all who

have been in power since my recollection, and I offer the remark, in the

patriotic hope that the exposure of injustice may lead to its removal. “Is

it so nominated in the bond 2" is the too frequent reply to a demand of

which the character has been as modest as just.

In the case you have mentioned in your review, I cannot at all say what

pains Mr. W. may have taken in his search for precedents, but I know

in what a careless way this is sometimes done. When a petition from a

naval officer who has been led into great extra expenses, has been laid

before a secretary of state or lord of the Treasury, the nuder-secretary or

an upper clerk has been desired to search for a precedent. “Mr. K. look

º:
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at this memorial from Captain , have you any case in point *"

Mr. K. looks at the folio, perhaps in the right place, but just as likely not,

for it is a job in which he has neither feeling nor interest; he replies in the

negative, and then Mr. Seeretary informs the memorialist, that “it is not

in the bond: he may have certainly incurred great expenses, and rendered

eminent services to his country, but as there is nothing in the bond about

repayment, he must put up with the loss.”—Let us suppose an officer

ordered on service on shore, instead of like the gallant Nelson, (or let ne

say like a naval officer) dashing instantly to the service of danger, was to

wait to make a bargain, and state to his admiral a whole host of difficulties,

or even that “it was not in the bond—“I am unprovided with camp equi

page; I rank higher than all the officers on this service except the general,

am I to be placed in my proper situation next him in command * Where

shall I draw for bat and forage money, and the many rations for myself

and suite * Where shall I procure horses and fodder f" and thus proceed

to make 10,000 difficulties, which I know would arise in other descrip

tions of men if ordered on duty out of their direct line. But, thank God,

the precision of a direct line is not in a naval officer's mind, and he is ever

ready to follow any clue which will lead him to do his country service,

But to return to Mr. W.'s reply. Captain Nelson did not quote prece

dents, he stated a case, and there are many parts of Nelson's life which

would puzzle Mr. W. to find precedents for, though I trust his example

will produce many imitations; and with as much wisdom or justice might

an officer refuse to do any duty for which a precedent cannot be found, as

a minister refuse to pay the expense incurred in performing such service.

I beg leave here to suggest to Mr. W. or his successors, that what was

wanted of him, and what I humbly conceive it was his duty to have done,

was to lay this unprecedented case before his Majesty in council, and let it

become a precedent, for there must have been some original for every case

in which a precedent can be ſound. No reward was demanded: “my

country owes me a certain sum, and you are the official person through

whom I am to apply, here is my account, and pay me that thou owest, is

all my request.” Innumerable have been the acts of flagrant injustice

which this phlegmatic official recurrence to precedentias occasioned, and

they have fallen very particularly on naval officers. The laws, customs,

and management of the navy, is very much insulated from the other

branches of government, and our services are so various in their nature,

degree, and situation, that it is utterly impossible to provide for all the

cases that may arise, by any degree of foresight; and when any such case

occurs, the officer does not stand to inquire whether it is within the abso

lutely written letter of the laws under which he acts, but enters on it with

zeal and energy, without any meanness of calculation, no tare and tret ac

counts with his country; he serves her with might and main; health, life,

and property are at her service. What, then, Mr. W. is such a man, if his

life is spared, and his property destroyed, to have no recompence, because

no case exactly similar has ever occurred? But I mean irot to complain of

any individual secretary of state, I complain of, and as a patriot deeply
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lament, that chilling systematic neglect with which the just claims and

rights of the navy have been long treated, though never perhaps with such

deep effect as at the present moment. Except Lord Mclville, I cannot

name any individual who has been in power in the present days who has

been prominent in his endeavours to promote the interests of the navy, and

follow up the advantages of the science and experience of the times. Many

little ameliorations have doubtless taken place, which this fly I believe ori

ginated under the management of Lord, Spencer and Mr. T. Grenville,

whose honest, honourable, and gentleman-like administrations my mind

dwells upon with great delight. As I have before had occasion to remark,

the navy is looked upon as a useful, but coarse sort of national utensil,

which may be worked hard and little care taken of it.

In the list of naval patrons I have recurred here only to men in the high

est situations; but I trust the whole navy unites with me in gratitude, for the

honest, judicious, and persevering manner in which Sir Charles Pole has

invariably continued to watch over our interests. Better tines will, I

trust, gratify him by the sight of a beneficial result to his honourable

endeavours.

I have myself, Sir, formerly been in the office of an under secretary of

state, humbly soliciting my just dues, when the cases of other claimants have

also been offered, and I have been surprised at the utter indifference, I may

say coldness even to contempt or mockery, with which they have been

treated, and it has been heart-rending to consider, that men of rank and

honour, but with wholly inadequate means of subsistence according to that

rank, should ever be exposed to supplicate an official bashaw, whose con

finement to his desk and his folio, has left him in utter ignorance of the

world around him. One of these will fancy it quite impossible that a man

whose name and achievements he has seen in the Gazettes, can be at all

anxious about the paltry sum of three or four hundred pounds, and will

give himself no trouble about such a trifle. I wish to be understood, that

although dwelling upon the case of a captain only, that I am most fully

aware that the inferior ranks merit in all justice more ample pay than they

now receive, but the responsibility of the captain throws him into very

many dilemmas, which the others are free from. I believe that no situation

is less generally understood throughout the nation than that of captains of

ships of war. The names of many of them are familiar to all, for acts of

heroism and deeds of great national importance, and a few appear now

and then who have by fortunate captures made great fortunes. From his

prominent situation and those fortunate casualties, a captain of a ship of

war is conceived by a large proportion of his fellow subjects as a man of

power and wealth, at the head of the ladder of fortune and ambition.

But, my fellow countrymen, ye are much deceived—While your bonfires

are blazing, and you are reading to your children of his glorious exploits,

he is perhaps struggling with a hundred perplexing difficulties, in order to

receive his small pittance of pay, which has been retained from some trifling

error of a warrant officer, or fully as often by the mistake of some petty

clerk of office. At the same moment that he is receiving the thanks of

the legislature, honours from his sovereign, gratitude and civic rewards

Ciau. CIbron, Cíoſ. XXIII. 3 N
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from his countrymen, he perhaps hears from his agent that his accounts

are not passed, because, the boatswain has lost a marline-spike; that he

has been cast in the Court of Appeals in a trial he had never heard of,

and that a prosecution is set on foot against him for the detention of a

vessel which his orders obliged him to detain; or, that his agents have be

come bankrupts, and he is responsible to neutral claimants for large

sums which were in their hands, as well as deprived of his own property

By the next post his bliss will he completed, by an order to join an expedi

tion, to receive two or three field officers and a detachment of troops, and

thus in the midst of his former perplexities he now loses his accoun:noda

tions, and is put to unbounded expense by the thoughtless profusion of

inen used to all the luxury and refinement of fashiunable life, and utterly

unacquainted with the regular, strict, and necessary economy of a ship of

war. This is not an overcharged picture, cach feature is comulon, the

combination of several parts frequently occurs, and the whole have been

blended. And let me here inform the generous Briton what the annual pay

of some of these exatcd and envied characters, Post Captains, anounts to.

The lowest full pay, income tax being deducted, is about 270. One half

of this sum he may draw for in quarterly instalments, while the remainder

is withheld as arrcars, till not only his own accounts, but those of the war

rant officers, have been passed. Yet we have been lately told that a peti

tion for an increase of pay is ºn admissible. I hold it as an incontrovertible

position, that the chance of prize-money, or the private fortunes of the

lucky few, are not to be taken into consideration, A captain of a ship of

war is put into a situation of great charge, and he should have an adequate

compen-t'ioa ; he should be chabled to maintain his rank with respecta

bility and counſort. The pay I have mentioned is nearly about that of a

captain commanding a snail frigate, and it increases gradually, till the

captains of two of three of oºr largest ships receive about 7.201. per annum;

but it ought not to be for ot the many years of service, the increase of

rank and responsibility, before a man arrives at a claim to the command

which gives a sum appearing so much nearer the means of subsistence;

and the reader should bear in mind that there are very many commanders

of sloops of war whose pay is still smaller than the lowest post captain,

while their necessary oxpense is nearly the same. All over the nation it is

by this time pretty well seen how an army mess lives, while the difference

of expense to a naval captain, and the officer of equal rank ashore, is not

at all known. The captain has to furnish a cabin, to provide himself with

plate, linen, wine, stores, &c. sufficient for a constant table for several

persons. He mus' provide telescopes, sextant, charts, timepiece, and all

requisites for navigation. He has an expensive dress to keep up, and

the proper pride of rank as well as his duty, leads him, whether

at home or abroad, into the highest circles of society. He is subject

to constant calls upon his hospitality, and many expensive casualties

besides those mentioned in the late petition.” In case of shipwreck or

capture, not one farthing, is allowcd for the entire loss of property, and in

* Tide Naval C# Rosiciſ, Vol. XXI. page 307.
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this species of hardship I believe the naval officer stands singular. I am

not well informed about army regulations, but I understand that adequate

allowance is made to all officers for loss of baggage, while from the nature

of their service their losses must be triſling compared to those of naval

officers, particularly captains, who must always be provided with large

stocks of linen, &c. and the latter must necessarily have always property

to a considerable value, considering his means.—Is this adequate, is it just?

But I am persuaded that my readers will be somewhat surprised at the

smallness of the pay of the naval officer, judging by the pressure of the

times, which all experience, and suspect what is I fear but too true, that

such as have not other means must assuredly become involved. But it is

uot the income tax alone that drains the pittance. The agent receives

two and a half per cent. the Navy Board has large foes for passing accounts,

and other fees are demanded at the Admiralty, on the receipt of every

commission. Let me add, that on most of our stations abroad, to which

a naval officer is momentarily liable to be sent, the necessaries of life are

much more than double even our present high prices, while they are half in

ferior in quality; his professional duties and anxieties are increased,

noxious climates added to the usual risks, and his means of subsistence

still more inadequate than at home.

Under all these circumstances may we not suppose the stimulus to the

capture of enemies vessels as strong as possible, and that necessity would

lead to all possible risks in order to obviate the dread or sensation of

poverty But by Lord Cochrane's speech, page 336, it would appear that

the fear of subsequent injustice from the courts of naval law is so great as

to overcome motives apparently so powerful. I fully agree with the noble

Lord in the existence of the injustice, but I will never, admit that any other

impulse is required than that noble sentiment of true honour and genuine

patriotism which animates the hearts of our naval heroes, to lead them

wherever their country can be benefited, and the enemy distressed.

I regret, Mr. Editor, that I have not been able to offer you something in

detail to corroborate the necessity of some attention to the hardships under

which the officers of the navy most certainly labour, and I have therefore

submitted this general outline of their situation to your notice and that of

your readers, should you deem it worthy their perusal. This evil rankles

sorely amidst the mass of political wounds with which the kingdom is

bleeding. May our good genius soon change the irritable spirits and

irritating measures of our present rulers into the wise track of conciliation

and of justice Great would be the change, infinite the advantage, and

unbounded would be the gratitude of all loyal subjects, as well as of

Your obedient servant,

A. F. Y.

*--

Mr. EDIron,

*HE protection of our trade, the preservation of the lives of our sea

men, and the comfortable support of those who have spent their earlier

years in the service of their country, are objects so dear to the ſeclings of
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every Englishman, that I am certain you will participate with me in the

wish of giving publicity to the following truly philanthropic and important

proposal.

A writer in the Monthly Magazine has suggested two plans; both of

which are, apparently, pregnant with advantage. The first is, “to build

cheerful cottages, at requisite distances, by the sides of our public roads,

as residences for the labourer, whose employment it should be to repair the

road, for a space equidistant in both directions from his cottage.” The

second, which falls immediately within the plan of your publication, and

which, perhaps, may be improved upon by some of your Correspondents, is

as follows; and, if you will give it an early insertion, you will much

oblige,

A FRIEND AND CONSTANT READER.

“I propose to surround the shores of the United Kingdom with marine

cottages, at intervals of a mile, to serve as beacons on certain occasions,

and the especial business of whose inhabitants it should be to superintend

the incidents passing on the ocean, and to afford relief, advice, and shelter

to shipwrecked or distressed mariners.

“ Persons who have been at sea, must have been sensible of the inhos

pitable aspect of our shores; and could never suspect, if they had made

the English coast for the first time, that such a country contained a nume

rous and active population. Our whole coasts exhibit a dreary continua

tion of rock or cliff, without asylum or friendly invitation, and unprovided

with watch or guard for its own protection, or the support and security of

the strangers or mariners who approach it. Thus unprovided with any

means of hospitality, who could suspect that such was the coast of the

most maritime people in the world; or that thousands of lives, and millions

of property, were every year sacrificed by wrecks, which might, in a consi

derable degree, be prevented or averted by means like those proposed

“This plan presents also the advantage of providing, in a characteristic

and congenial manner, for five or six thousand maimed or superannuated

seamen and marines, two of whom, with or without families, might occupy

each cottage, keeping a constant look out, in all weathers, in which

assistance might be wanted. Each cottage should be provided with a lan

tern in its roof, in which a good light should by night be constantly dis

played, and with ropes, a signal gun, and other means of affording and pro

ducing assistance in case of wreck.

“Benevolence will ask for no reasons beyond those which cannot ſail to

present themselves on the slightest consideration, for the adoption of a plan

so obviously useful; however, as it can only be carried into execution

through the influence of a patriotic minister, or by parliamentary sanction,

it may not be improper to subjoin some of the reasons which strongly re

commend it. -

“ 1. Such a continuity of lights, indicating the direction of every line of

coast, could not fail to be the means of preventing numerous wrecks, anti

º
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saving many valuable lives, and an amount of property, equal perhaps in a

single year to the expense of building all the cottages.

“2. In cases of unavoidable wreck, the instantaneous assistance afforded

by the inhabitants of all the adjacent cottages, could not fail to be the means

of saving many of the crew, and much of the property.

“3. A stop would thus be put to the system of plundering wrecks, a

practice which prevails in many parts of our coast, and which sinks us

in character, as a people, below the most barbarous nations. -

- “4. These marine cottages would serve as signal houses for many pub

lic services, and they might especially be made a means of preventing

illicit trade.

“5. They would cheaply and usefully provide for five or six thousand

Seamen or marines, as out-pensioners of Greenwich, or as a separate

establishment; and at the close of the war, some means of providing for

this extra number will be wanted. -

“6. The families of the married cottagers would be universally a nur

sery of seamen; and indeed it might not be impracticable to register the

entire male part of them as future resources for the navy, in which they

might be marked as objects for promotion in the inferior ranks of the

Service.

“Some objections may probably be started to particular features of both

these plans: I entertain, however, no doubt, that these might be removed,

on a full investigation; and they must be of trifling consequence, when

placed in competition with the vast benefits that would result, in a public

and private view, from such establishments. I am indeed sanguine enough

to think, that they would in many important respects give a new feature to

the moral character of the country; and that, at least, instead of solitary

roads and desolate coasts, we should have the gratification of seeing twenty

thousand cottages, and the consequent happiness and comfort attending

perhaps a hundred thousand souls, now the most miserable and destitute

members of the community.”

MR. Editor, June 9, 1810.

IIT gave me very sincere pleasure to see a practical application of the

sentiments expressed in Iny second letter to you, (Vol. XIX. page 465,

et seq.) in the address of Admiral Berkeley to his constituents. I look upon

it as a very important document, and as such, without further comment, I

request you to insert those parts of it which are connected with the subject

of my letter above mentioned. I extract them from the Globe, of May 9.

In my opinion they do the writer very great honour.

“The sense of duty I owe to my country and the public at this critical

juncture of affairs on the Continent, and feeling at the same time, the

impossibility of attending to my duty in parliament, owing to iny pro

fessional avocations, and being incapable, from the nature of t'e service, to

is a period for my return ----------------
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“The moment, however, is arrived, when I feel I should ill repay your

kindness to me if I were longer to continue in that situation it has been my

pride to fill. The critical state of this kingdom requires that every man

should be at his post, and the important deliberations of the senate should

be as closely attended to as the more rugged but not less necessary duties

of the war. Under these impressions, I feel my resignation becomes a duty

I owe to my native country.”

This address is dated from Lisbon, Barfleur, April 24, 1810. Thongh to

your present readers it may be unnecessary, it may be right to state that

the resignation made by Admiral B. was that of one of the members in

Parliament for the county of Glocester.

In your very short account of Lord C.'s speech of May 9, (see page 336,

Vol. 23d) is an expression, which if I comprehend, I most entirely disap

prove the sentiment conveyed by it. “If justice was done to the navy, and

things put upon a proper footing, one frigate and two or three cutters would

more effectually protect our trade, and annoy that of the enemy, than the

whole of the Channel fleet. He himself saw 75 of the enemy's merchant

vessels sailing along their coast in perfect safety, within sight of Lord Gam

bier's fleet.” What, Sir, are we to believe that these 75 vessels might have

been taken, and would have bcen taken by Lord G.'s fleet, if “justice was

done to the navy: ” and that one frigate, &c. &c.—I am well aware that I

am not to presume to extract the speaker's meaning from the compressed

accounts necessarily given in a monthly work, or even from the more

detailed reports of a daily paper; but from what I have seen of Lord C.'s

specches on the subject in all the sources of information within my reach,

he seems to owe us a solution of the enigma; for under the existing laws I

have read of so many daring and successful attacks by his lordship and

others, both on ships of war and nerchant vessels on the enemy's coasts,

that the sense of injustice certainly has not hitherto acted as a check upon

duty. Besides, although the expenses attending the condemnation of

small privateers and coasters are enormous, even to absurdity, unjust, even to

rank extortion, and unwise, cven to imbecility; yet if the prizes are

“enemy's merchant vessels” the condemnation is sure, and there is none of

that heavy peril and risk which attend the detention of neutrals.

In referring to Bell's Weekly Messenger, I find his lordship is made to

say in the same debate, what appears to me to be most strikingly true :—

“If the navy was done justice" to, the saving to the country would be

immense, as we had now 150 skips of the line in commission, while all the

armed vessels of every description of the enciny did not amount to more

than 100. It was unnecessary to keep one half of the ships in commission

that we had, neither did the country want half the number of seamen.

* By justice, more I conclude is meant than the renoval of the evils

of the Admiralty Court. To do Justice to the Mavy, the man who is

placed at the head of its management should be well versed in its interests and

£6mterns.
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The coasting trade of the enemy was immense, which could be annihilated

by frigates and cutters, which would render much more benefit to the

country than the Channel fleet.” Yet now we have 15,000 additional sea

men voted." This seems strange. Removed from the busy haunts of

men, I sometimes think my glasses fail me when I see such strange contra

dictions between causes and effects. I hear the proud vaunt of the anuihi

lation of the enemy's fieets, and then I hear that this almost poverty-struck

people are to maintain 15,000 more seamen. What is this augmentation

for Is the genius of our new first lord such as to find new modes of dis

tressing the enemy by means of our ships; or is it the opinion of his patron,

that the army is wanted to guard the speaker, his garden, and the H. of C.

and therefore that double energy must be used afloat to keep Buona

parte from paying us a visit I confess myself unable to discover a good

reason for this additional number of seamen, for as far as I can judge of

the present distribution of our naval force, and the magnitude of many of

the ships in commission, I think that with the same number of men the

efficient power might be very effectually augmented. What has the enemy

afloat that requires the Caledonia, Hibernia, and San Joseph to be in com

mission ? If these ships were relieved by smaller three-decked ships, and

many of our 80-gun ships by 74's, the enemy's coasts might be more closely

blockaded, and our general means of annoyance extended. But perhaps

some of my brother sailors who have read Mr. Perceval's opening of the

budget, and the exultation evinced by that gentleman at the increase of our

revenue, will wonder that I make use of the term “poverty-struck.”

Mr. P. and I are at the two extremes of the line of taxation : he sees the

reservoir, I see the little streams that feed it; he knows the streams are

increasing, by observing the increase of their aggregate collection ; I ob

serve the heavy pressure which forces that increase, and observe with sor

row and regret that pressure laid on with double violence upon the

smaller springs, while the larger sources need only a little clearing away of

the rubbish upon their banks to cause a vast additional supply without any

pressure. If Mr. P. could know, if he could possibly feel what it is to lose

the tenth part of an officer's half-pay, I will venture to say that he would

never again talk of the increase of the revenue with pride and pleasure,

unless his heart is dead to every impulse of humanity, which I am assured

it is not. Let me offer once more a hint to my brother sailors in Parlia

ment, on the subject of franks. At the present moment, when postage is

so much increased, that mean privilege is wholly different in its naturefrom

the days of its adoption, and postage now acts as a grievous, because a

partial tax, on the middle and lower orders of society, and those who can

best afford to pay the tax, are the most exempt from it. A member of

Parliament, we may be told, should be exempt from payment for those

letters which he receives in consequence of his situation: be it so; but ther:

let the exemption be confined to letters of that description only. But

* Quere—Where are they to come from ? How are they to be pro

cured 2
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again, how many letters in a year does a captain of a ship of war pay for

in consequence of his command, and letters charged with distant and

foreign postage; yet, when in consequence of this and other expenses, a

respectful petition for an increase of pay was offered, the prayer was de

clared inadmissible, and a most respectable admiral insulted and driven

from his command. I repeat my observation, that a motion for a repeal,

or rather a new modification with respect to the privilege of franking

letters, would come with a peculiar grace from the frank and liberal charac

ter of a naval officer.

But I will not conclude my letter, Mr. Editor, without expressing my

satisfaction at the late appointments to command. The reinstatement to

employ of that worthy and respectable, and as I have always thought

hardly-used olicer, Sir Robert Calder, gives I believe universal satisfac

tion; and what Briton is there who does not wish constantly to see the flag

of the gallant Pellew at the mast-head. That these auspicious appoint

ments may be the prelude to a careful attention to the naval concerns of

this nation, is the earnest wish and prayer of your constant reader

E. G. F.

w"-ºw-.

M. R. EDI roR,

IHE system of cutting out vessels from the coast of our enemies, is a

dangerous and not very profitable display of the courage and enter

prise of English seamen, whose lives are far more valuable, individually,

than many of the prizes thus obtained. Whatever may have been the

practice of the Continental maritime powers in this way in past ages, we

are well convinced that attacking armed vessels under the protection of

batteries and troops, is peculiar at present to our brave tars, who follow

the old example of their forefathers, exemplified in the following statement

published in the London Gazette. Your's, &c.

ROBUR.

“ Whitehall, July 25th, 1685.

“His Majesty has received an account by letters written the fifteenth of

the last month off of Marmora, on the coast ofSallee, that Captain Leighton,

in his Majesty's ship the Larke; Captain Mac Donnel, in the Greyhound;

with the Bonadventure, commanded by Mr. Fairban, her lieutenant, Cap

tain Priestman being sick ashore, arriving on the 12th past before Mar

mora; Captain Leighton stood close in with the bar, and saw two ships at

anchor within the harbour, which he knew to be [Iackome, admiral of

Sallee, and another ship of war that had not been long there; upon which,

and the information he received the next day from four Christians, and

particularly from Thomas Phelps, who escaped from shore, he resolved to

attempt the burning of them, and communicated the same to Captain Mac

Donnel and Mr. Fairban, who having approved thereof, they agreed to

send in all their boats, under the command of Mr. Mac Donnel, in the

Greyhound's boat, the Larke's boat being commanded by Captain Leigh

ton's brother.
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“The Bonadventure's pinnace, by Mr. Harris, accompanied with Mr.

Littleton, and the yawl, by Mr. Brisbane, both midshipmen extraordinary,

all manned with chosen men, well armed and fitted with sufficient quan

tity of fireworks. At eight o'clock at night they went from the ships in good

order, and fell in with the bar about ten : they found each side of the Chan

i.e. well guarded, and the ships too, which was more than was expected,

| uſ not sufficient to deter them; for they boldly rowed in and boarded the

ships, which they found manned with about twenty or thirty tºen a picce,

and armed with great guns and pedereroes. After a ficroe dispute on both

sides, with vollies of small and great shot from the town and castles, which

were not above half-pistol shot of, by continual firing small shot, and

throwing in hand-grenadoes, they cleared the ship's decks and entered

them, setting tº m on fire in several places, killed several Miodrs, destroyed

what other vessels and boats were then there, and carried of four

Christians.

“Hackome's ship was mounted with thirty-six piccos of cannon, and

about twenty-five pedere; ºs; the other was Plumash his ship, of twenty

six or twenty-eight guns, and as many pedereroes, both to be 3tted out in

fifteen or twenty days, and therefore had on board all their ammunition

and habiliments of war, with all their sails, together with the greatest part

of the furniture and rigging for their new ships, building at Sallee. Those,

with several others, were consumed with fire in less than two hours, and

our men and boats safely aboard again. The loss on our side was incon

siderable in respect to the service, having but one man mortally wounded,

and five or six others slightly hurt: they all behaved themselves with the

greatest courage and obedience to their orders, especially in despising all

manner of plunder, as they had been cautioned by Captain Leighton and

Captain Mac Donnel.”

*-º-º-

MR. Toitor, -

UNTI. you allotted a part of your valuable CIIRoN ſcle to collect the

various Narratives that have appeared from those who had suffered

shipwreck, we had, I believe, no collection of that sort in our country.

Mr. Clarke has indeed since published two Volumes of his NAUI RAGIA, or

History of Shipwrecks, and something of the same kind is, I understand,

going to be published by Constable, at Edinburgh, to be called a Cyclopedia

of Shipwrecks. In the mean time I wish to recommend to the notice of

your readers, a narrative of this class, not generally known, which was

published some years since, without date, by Mr. C. Dibdin, the well known

author of so many excellent naval ballads. It was written doubtless by

himself; and though it bears the Izarks of being fictitious, it probably was

founded on facts. This interesting account is inserted by Mr. Dibdin, in a

novel called “Hannah Hewit, or the Female Crusoe, being the History ºf

a Won an of uncommon mental and personal accomplishments; who after a

variety ºf ertraordinary and interesting adventures in almost every station

ºf life, from splendid prosperity to abject adversity, was cat away in the

Grosvenor East Indiaman : and became for three years he sole inhabitant

ºf an Island in the South Seas.”—Three ſºlunes, 12mo.

ſºap. QIpton. Çiçi, XXIII. 3 o

w
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The shipwreck of Hannah Hewit, (who had married a person of that

name, mate of a merchant ship commanded by her brother, Captain liig

gins, whose character as a British seaman is admirably drawn) begins with

the fourth book. (Vol. II. page 129.) Hannah had cnbarked in the

Grosvenor, bound from England to the Fast Indies, on the 13th of June,

1782, in order to seek her husband, who misled by the falsehood and malice

of her enemies, had in a fit of jealousy, taken the desperate resolution of

leaving a wife, in whom his happiness had been long deservedly centered,

and going to India.-On the 13th of August the Grosvenor was shipwrecked

on the coast of Africa, between latitudes 27 and 32 degrees.

“The moment the ship struck, a universal panic pervaded the whole

eompany, as if conveyed by an electrical shock. That fatal blow was the

knell of many. In the confusion, as it is usual I suppose upon such occa

sions, every precaution was taken improperly. The carpenters attempted

to sound the pumps, when it was found impossible to find water; which

had run entirely forward, owing to the stern's lying high upon the rocks.

Signals of distress were next ordered to be fired; but had common sense

been consulted, they would have known that, owing to the water, they could

not get at the powder-room. In this dilemma, what should have been done

first was done last, but not 'till the experiment was ineffectual. I mean

cutting away the masts; which expedient, had it been adopted before the

vessel had struck so hard and so often by the stern as to wedge herself, as it

were among the rocks, the wind now coming to blow off the land, she would

certainly have righted, though perhaps with considerable damage. Every

precaution, finding all other hope at an end, was now taken to convey the

crew and the passengers ashore. A raft was formed and launched, but it

proved as ineffectual an attempt as the rest; for the hawser to which it was

fastened broke, and five men were drowned. Four expert sailors now

attempted to swim ashore, conducting with them the deep sea-line, with a

view to convey a larger line, and then a larger still, in order that the people

might be borne upon it, so as to reach the shore in safety. Another expe

dient was to hoist out the yawl and the jolly boat; but this answered no

better purpose than any of the former: for the surf curling in between the

pointed fragments of the rocks, instantly dashed them to pieces. The

wind chopping directly about, and blowing right on the shore, the bows,

which were loose from the rock, being heavy and choaked with water,

strained considerably; and the vessel, having nearly broken her back, she

fairly snapt in two immediately before the main-mast. The after part,

having less to struggle with, and being of course considerably lighter, in

consequence of being disincumbered of the bows, began by the force of the

wind, and the undulating motion of the surge which unade to the land, to

be lifted forwards. Striking, however, frequently as this part of the wreck

edged in, a severe shock tore the deck fairly asunder; by which means, as

on a raft, that part nearest the shore floated into shoal water, and every

treature except, I believe, about four, were saved.”

After being plundered and beaten by the inhospitable inhabitants, the
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dejected sufferers remained a long time undetermined: and after a variety

of consultations resolved to traverse the country, in hopes, at length, to fall

in with some of the Dutch settlements. They passed at first from village

to village with little difficulty, but as they advanced their troubles in

creased. The natives continued to plunder them, and as they approached

the woods they not only were terrified with the roarings, but beheld the

wild beasts. At length their misfortunes mastered their patience, and

instead of enduring with resignation what could not be avoided, they

inveighed against each other for the fruitless advice which every one had

given. These discontents were augmented by the information they received

from a man, supposed to be a Malagan, who called himself Trout, who is

thus described: “He was represented as a man who had been guilty of

several murders in his own country, and had therefore taken shelter

amongst the Caffrees, where he was settled, and had a wife and a child.

This alone, continues Hannah, was quite enough to deter me from paying

him much attention; but his sallow face, his lank black hair, and his wild

looks, in which there was an uncommon ferocity, perfectly disgusted me:

though I could not help thinking I had somewhere seen a resemblance of

him; and notwithstanding he spoke Dutch, which language I did not under

stand, I imagined I had at some time or other heard his voice. This man

having widened the unhappy breach among us, in a few days it was resolved

that the captain's party should take one route and the rest another.”

Our female Crusoe being thus separated from a part of her companions

in affliction, was on the 2d of October, within three, of morning, carried off

by two Caffrces, who rushed on her little party, and ſolding her up in a sort

of wrapper, darted across the sand. After a considerable time they

stopped, and delivered her up to the murderer already mentioned ; who

proves to be a villain of the name of Sourby, formerly known to her as a

lawyer in England, who had persecuted both her and her husband, with the

greatest malignity. IIe now professes, that he had entirely changed his

life, that he never loved any woman but her, and that if she would escape

with him to Madagascar, no violence should be offered, and he would

there marry her. The morning now dawned; and as the day in those

countries comes on very fast, I discerned by the sea shore, a man waiting

with a kind of shallop. I considered in a moment, that I should be safer

in the company of two men, even though they should be villains, than with

one. I knew it must be deep dissimulation that could impose upon Sourby,

yet I was determined to dissemble.-------. In a very short time we got

to the shallop, which I found guarded by the very carpenter's inate whom

we had given over, as one devoured by wild beasts. As this young man

had demeaned himself with great propriety and decorum, I took heart at the

sight of him; but what was my surprise when he caught an opportunity of

whispering to me, when Sourby was fetching some thin is at a distance,

“You are in the hands of a villain ; seem to trust him by all means. If he

behaves ill, I know how to defend you.” Placing an implicit trust in Pro

vidence, I suffered myself to be conducted on board. The weather was

wncommonly serene and beautiful; and sailing under favour of an awuing
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that protected us from the scorching rays of the sun, we went before the

wind under a kind of sq are sail at so exped.tions a rate, that in about four

hours we lost sight of the Afican coast ------ or six days, during which

time we kept the sea, the weather being still, iniid, and favºrable, I can

not say I had any ting a complain of - - - - Getting equally distrustful, we

grew grave, reserved, and cautious. As for in self, coºf ºne in nothing

but my firin and unaiteratic resolution, I was prepared for any act, how

ever desp; rate, to frce me from impending danger; and, for t e men, a

thousand half hints and significant gestures convinced me, that they were

bent on each other's destruction. On the seventh day this moodiness rather

increased than diminished. While we were venturing every possible con

jecture as to our situation, and disputing about it pretty warmly all round,

we plainly saw land; and the wind setting fair for the shore, we made

towards it pretty ast. This discovery was for ten minutes a subject of

gencral exultation : presently we had all our different meditations on it.

At last it threw such a gloom over us, as each bosom throbbed with its own

conflict, that it must have been pitiable to have seen us.

“I have thought an hundred times what a dreadful degradation of hit

manity this scene presented. That three beings who dared to tempt the

dange ous occan with so insignificant a protection, who had found in Pro

vidence a generous safeguard and an unerring pilot; instead of cxulting at

this unexampled salvation, instead of vowing to devote themselves to the

protection of each other, should indulge in nothing but criminal and un

feeling selfishness ---. I had not long, however, to think upon this before

we saw a monstrous shark making towards us; at which noment, whether

it was his previous inteluſion, or whether his coºrdict aſ ore from an instan

taneous impulse on seeing the shark, I knew not ; but Sourby scized a kind

of pole axe, and aimed it at the tead of the carpenter's mate. I screamed

and catch d at his arm, but not so effectually as wholly to prevent the

blow, which however fell obliquely on the poor man's stomach instead of

his head : when mark the finger of Providence My intervention divert

ing the arm of Sourby from the direction be intended it should take, and

by that means throwing his body out of its equipoise, unable to recover his

feet, he stag cred from the thwart on which he had stood, and fell into the

sea. My cries were now reiterated, I entreated he unight be saved what

ever might be the consequence. He implored in Christ's name we would

assist him, declaring himself to have been the worst of villains, but that he

would a neid his life. The poor carpcnter’s mate, though almost lifeless,

seconded my endeavours, but in vain; for before we cºuld get him into the

boat, he uttered, incohercut!y, Bans J Hºt: it ! Tich gave a frightful

scream, and was nipt in two by the monster. - - - - - -

“Penetrated with horror as I was at this shocking circumstance, I never

thcloss, kept sight of our perious situation; and fºring lest the sanguinary

nonster should return to devour us, I conjured y1'1)aniel (the carpenter's

mate) to hasten with all expedition to the shore. Poor fºllow, he was

unable to assist me: he had received his death bluw. Ile attempted to

rise, but panted like a bird and fell backwards : seeing therefore I had

nothing else for it, I exerted all my resolution. I spread the sprit across
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the sail, put the head of the shallop right for the shore, and the wind and tide

setting in, I dare say it was not more than half an hour when we were

scarcely afloat upon an even sand, as fair and as firm as the beach at the

foot of Portland Island. I checred my companiºn in the best manner I

could, leading him with great difficulty up a gradual eminence, where he

might sit down in shelter from the flowing tide, and rest himself more at

his ease than in the boat. I then fetched him every refreshment I could

find ; and fearing lest night should surprise me, I moored the shallop in the

best manner my strength would permit, and returned to the assistance of

M’Daniel, who I yet hoped, with care and attention would recover. I was

deceived: he grew ſainter and fainter, and so far from being able to cat,

he could scarcely speak. --- I omitted nothing that could cherish and

conſort him ; I tenderly intreated him to take heart. lſe scarcely now

heard me: life was forsaking him, his respiration was thick, broken, and

convulsed. At length he fell into a violent fit of coughing, and the blood

pouring in a torrent from his mouth, he dropt lifeless at my feet.

“The humanity of the reader will form that picture of my calamitous

situation that I an unable to describe. Seated on the bank, scarcely ele

vated enough to preserve me from the influx of the roaring waves that beat

against an inaccessible rock, of which my place of shelter formed the base;

my dead friend by my side, the shades of night surrounding me, uncertain

where fortune had thrown me, I was so sunk with melancholy, and petrified

with horror, that my harassed faculties could scarcely teach me to think 5

and sitting with my mind thus torpid and suspended, reflection my tor

ment, and my relicſ my tears; day, that welcome harbinger of happiness

to others, seemed to smile benignly upon creation, only to point out the

most deplorable object in it-- - - - - Searching now in my mind for resour

ces, I became more and more determined. I first looked for the boat, but,

alas, my feeble strength had not secured it so as to bear the buffetting of the

flowing and ebbing tide. No trace of it remained, and I dare say that for

many hours it had floated to sca. I instantly reflected that it was a mercy

I had not been carried off by the tide in the same manner; which must

have been the case had not the moon been in the wane; for by observing

the objects about, I could easily perceive that the spring tides flowed con

siderably higher than the top of the bank on which I stood: it was therefore

impossible I could maintain my position for more than a day or two at

most. I determined to take my measures without delay; and having vowed

to Him who gave me my being, that I would not resign it till it should be

his pleasure, nor repine any farther than the weakness of human nature

compelled me, I began my pious task with consigning, I would I could say

to a peaceful grave, the sad remains of my poor companion.

“My next &re was to see for a safer place of shelter; for which purpose

I kept along the shore at the foot of the rock; where having rambled, I sup

pose, about three miles, I discerned ºn inlet whose banks secmed to penetrate

into the country; and as the water at the time I discovered it, ran from it

towards the sea, I had no doubt but that, at its source, it must be fresh.

This discovery gave me a pleasure which I cannot express, I had hardly,
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properly speaking, tasted good water since we left Trincomalee. I was,

therefore, very anxious to follow up this discovery, but the attempt was

attended with difficulty. The banks, if I may so call them, of this rivulet,

were composed of ragged points of rock jetting out, sometimes so bold

that they could not be attempted without manifest hazard. Seeing this. I

changed iny course and took a circuitous route, in a more practicable diree

tion, where the rivulet seemed to wind. By this means, after some fatigue,

I got upon an elevation from whence 1 could see great part of the country

around me, which I found partly rocky, partly verdant, and every where

abounding with wildness and luxuriancy. Roaming about in this uncertain

state, if I had hitherto been prevented from tracing the river to its bed, I

was made ample amends by another object which I may fairly call manna

in the wilderness. It was the plantain tree, which spread its nutrimental

golden clusters within my reach; so that, in this short interval, I had a

prospect of water and a certainty of bread. Oh, Heaven, what were my

sensations. I now pursued the track of the river with more ardour than

ever; and penetrating through a thick cluster of cedars, round which it

seemed to wind, still taking care to mark my way, I came to a a sloping

lawn down which it gently rolled ; its source apparently being the top of a

very high mountain, skirted with palms, cedars, cocoa trees, and other lofty

productions of the east.

“These researches having so beguiled the time, that I plainly saw it

would be in vain before the tide set in to attempt a retreat, I concluded to

ramble about and sicep for that night at the foot of a tree : in the mean

time having eaten some fruit of the plantain and drank some most deli

cious water, I strolled to that part of the rock which was next the sea.

When coming unexpectedly to the prominence which immediately over

looked the bank on which I had so dismally passed the night before, good

Heaven' what did I behold !—A huge sea-lion had raked the body of the

carpenter's mate out of the sand, and was at that moment feasting upon it.

I gazed with horror and surprise, and again felt that sweet sensation of

gratitude that has so often repaid me by one moment's exquisite pleasure

for days and months of pain. Could I distrust that a particular Provi

dence watched over me: else why did I leave the place where I was sure

to meet inevitable destruction ? - - - - Was this chance No. It was the

especial care of that Power who, I knew, would never forsake me, so long as

I put my trust in Him.

“Full of these thankful sensations I hastencq to the river, and filled

with my chrystal beverage a small keg which I had the precaution to sling

at my back. I then re-ascended the rock; and having found a beautiful

retreat, interwoven with moss and thick tendrils, I made another salutary

meal, and when night approached confidently resigned myself to the **

of sleep.”

(To be continued.)
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NAVAL STATE PAPERS,

TREATY PETWEEN FRANCE AND HOLLAND.

IS Majesty the Emperor of the French, King of Italy, Protector of

the Confederation of the Rhine, &c. and his Majesty the King of

Holland, wishing to put an end to the differences which have arisen be

tween them, and to reconcile the independence of Holland with the cir

cumstances in which the English Orders in Council of 1807 have placed all

the maritime powers, they have agreed to come to a mutual understanding

thereon, and for that purpose have nominated their plenipotentiaries, &c.

The Emperor of the French, &c. Jean-Baptiste Nompere, Count of

Champagne, Duke of Cndore, &c. his minister for Foreign Affairs; and the

King of Holland, M. Karrel Hendrick Verhuell, Admiral of Holland, &c.

Ambassador to his Majesty the Emperor and King; who, after exchanging

their full powers, have agreed to the following Articles:—

Anticle I. Until the English government shall have solemnly revoked

the restrictions contained in their Orders in Council of 1807, all kinds of

trade between the ports of Holland and the ports of England are prohibited.

If there should be occasion for granting licenses, those only shall be valid

which are issued in the name of the Emperor.

II. A corps of troops of 18,000 men, (including 3,000 cavalry) and

consisting of 6,000 French and 12,000 Dutchmen, shall be distributed at all

the mouths of rivers, along with officers of the French customs, in order to

take care that the stipulation in the above article be fulfilled.

III. These troops shall be maintained, provisioned, and clothed by the

Dutch government. -

IV. All vessels violating the first Article, which may be captured by

French ships of war, or privateers, on the Dutch coast, shall be declared

good prizes, and if any doubt shall arise, the case shall be determined by

his Majesty the Emperor.

V. The regulations contained in the above Articles shall be repealed,

as soon as England shall have solemuly recalled her Orders in Council of

1807; and from that moment the French troops shall evacuate Holland,

and leave that country to the full enjoyment of its independence.

VI. Whereas it has been a constitutional principle in France, that the

course of the Rhine shall form the frontier of its empire, and whereas the

arsenals of Antwerp are, in consequence of the present position of the

frontier of the two countries, uncovered and exposed: his Majesty the

King of Holland hereby cedes, in behalf of his Majesty the Emperor of the

French, &c. &c. Dutch Brabant, the whole of Zealand, including the island

of Schowen, that part of Guelderland which is situated on the left bank of

the Waall, so that the frontier between France and Holland shall henceforth

be the couise of the Waall from Shenkenscans, leaving on the left bank Ny
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an; then the rrºriſal trar-" - " -rezzº, Pommel, and "You lºc

M. . . . . . .” - ºils int, tº ſº.-bach, throw-hºw!... h. as - - - - -

tº e : " , ; , . . . ' ' '..e. \, t c : * * * * * * - - * * * *-

tºr . . . . . . . . . sº --> . . . . - -

is, a º' - . . . . . . . . .

vii. i.a... of he cº, º ºr i : " ' ' ' ' ' ' -

wi: h have nºt teen contracteri fºr tºe. -

VIII. His 1a, sty the King of . I 1 ºn - , * *

with the force of the Irench empire, have a -pit iron ºf , - -

line and six fºr s, armed, provisioned for six n nths, and a .

on the 1st of uly nºxt; and shell also have repared a ſlº 'º ºf 1*; ºr

boats, or other armel vessels. This fºrce must be maintain d dºriºg the

whºle periºd of the war, and kept constan'y in a state of red ºness.

IX. The renº of the cºde provinces shall belong to Hoºd up to

the date of the , « »ange of the ratifications of this treaty. Until that

period, the ſing ºf iſoland shall provide for all expenses of the adminis

tration of thºse provinces.

X. All the merchandise brought by American ships into Dutch ports,

which have entered since the 1st ºf January, 1809, shall be placed under

sequestration, and given up to France, in order to be dispºscq of according

to circuin-tances, and the political relations of France to the United

States.

XI. All goods of English manufacture are prohibited in Holland.

XII. Mcasures of pºlice shall be adopted to keep a vigilant eye on, and

to secure all the underwriters of the prohibited trade, also smugglers, and

their encouragers, &c. In a word, the Dutch government binds itself to

extirpate the contraband trade.

XIII. No magazine of goods prohibited in France, and which might

afford opportunities for simu_gling, shall be established in any district within

four leagues of the line of the French Custom-house. In the case of the

violation of this Article, such magazines m.ºy be seized, although within the

Dutch territory. -

XIV. During these regulations, and so long as they shall continue in

force, his Majesty the Emperor ball remove the decree of the prohibition,

by which the frontier barriers between Holland and France were closed.

XV. Confiding in the manner in which the obligation arising out of the

present treaty wiłł he fulfilled, his Majesty the Emperor and King guaran

tees the integrity of the Dutch territories, such as they remain in virtue of

that treaty.

XVI. The present treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be

exchanged at Paris within the period of ſiſteen days, or sooner if possible.

Doue at Paris on the 10th of March.

(Siºned) CHAMPACNE, Duke of Cadore.

VERLIUELL, Admiral.

[This Treaty is followed by a proclamation of King Louis, addressed to

the inhabitants of the ceded countries, in whº h he announces their transfer

to France, and relieves them from their oath of allegiance to him.]
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T page 476 of our XXIst Volume, will be found a map of Cadiz har

hour, accompanied by an historical account of the city, which is the

capital of Andalusia; and, at page 43 of the present Volume, is a view of

Cadiz, from the southward, by Mr. Pocock. The annexed plan will, at this

period, it is presumed, be additionally acceptable.

It is deserving of remark, that the city of Cadiz had never, until the

present time, been attacked by a power that had not a superior naval force.

The Island of Leon, on the north-west extremity of which it stands, forms,

with the opposite shore, a bay about six miles in breadth. Near the

middle of the bay, as may be seen by referring to the map above alluded

to, are two points of land ; one on the Continent, the other on the island,

500 fathoms asunder. On these points of land stand the forts, Puntal and

Matagorda, which command the passage. The latter, as we have stated at

page 420, surrendered to the French, on the 21st of last April.

The French having forced the passes of the Sierra Morena, and descended

into the plains of Andalusia, there was nothing to oppose their progress,

unless the Spaniards had been able to meet them in the field. Most of the

towns between Cadiz and the frontiers being open, the invading enemy had

only to march from the passes to Cordova, Seville, Xeres, and last of all to

Port St. Mary's, which forms one angle of the Bay. In a direct line across,

sailors call it eight or nine English miles; but as the French must make the

circle of the bay, they will have to march about 27 English miles before

they are opposed by the Isle of Leon, strongly fortified, and garrisoned

with 10,000 men, seven miles distant from Cadiz. This island is united to

the neck of land towards Cadiz ; the isthmus is from a quarter to half a

mile broad, and is flanked by the sea on one side, and by the bay on the

other, enfiladed by gun-boats and men of war, and protected by chewan r de

frise. Supposing the French in possession of the Isle of Leon, they must

continue their march on this narrow causeway, in no part exceeding from a

quarter to half a mile broad, when they are again opposed by flanked forti

fications, mounting about 30 pieces of heavy artillery, completely com

manding the road. If again successful, the French have a good carriage

way, until they arrive in the front of Cadiz, where the ground has been

mined for half a mile. They will then encounter between 60 or 70 pieces

of cannon from the outer walls, which command the whole approach to

Cadiz. These walls must be regularly attacked; but eveu supposing them

to be forced, there is a second fortification in the rear of them, with draw

bridges, and flanked by the heaviest ordnance. A coup de main is out of

the question, and regular approaches are difficult, from the open nature of

the ground, and the loose sandy soil. Great exertions have been made, by

all ranks of the inhabitants, to complete the second fortification.—It inay

be added, that, from the sea, the breakers, by which Cadiz is nearly envi

roned, forin an important and formidable defence. -

!
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goRRORS OF A DESERT ISLAND, ON THE COAST

- OF CUBA.

(From the French.)

THE following interesting narrative, addressed to Cambacérès, by

Dorvo Soulastre, FX-Commissary of St. Domingo, who, with a few

companions in a small passage-boat, had been taken by an English priva

teer, on the coast of Cuba, was lately published at Paris:—

The English kept us on board about a fortnight; at the end of that term ,

the scarcity of water made them wish to get rid of us. Captain Willian

Cropp, the commander, intimated this resolution to me in Latin, which he

spoke extremely well. As neither myself nor my companions had found

any cause not to be thankful for the good treatment we had experienced, I

cannot believe that this man was voluntarily the cause of the severe extre

mitics to which we were reduced, during the nine days which followed our

quitting the vessel.

On putting us ashore, the English told us we were not more than six or

seven leagues from a Spanish corps de garde, at which we might easily

arrive before sun-set, by following the sea shore, and thence we should

with facility reach the interior of the country, and the royal road that leads

to St. Jago, or even to Havanna. Relying on this assurance, we considered

that half a dozen thick biscuits, and a flagon of rum, which those who cou

ducted us ashore bestowed on us, were even more than sufficient for our

sustenance for the short journey we were to make ; and therefore, although

we were all half naked, we walked on cheerfully, having no other arms

than a dirk, a sort of small sabre or poignard, much used by the English

privateers when they board any vessel.

Thus victualled and equipped, we marched on for three hours, sometimes

along the coast, sometimes through the neighbouring savannas, in which we

found a species of dog grass that we chewed now and then, with the expec

tation of cooling the parching thirst we experienced; but it possessed an

acidity which the palate could not bear, occasioned, no doubt, by the

waters of the sea, which during the continuance of the south winds and the

winter floods, inuudate the lands, which are extremely low, and even on

that account produced nothing except reeds, and plants commou to swampy

grounds, some mango trees, and some other trees, mis-shapeu and branch

less, which were scattered here and there, and seemed to vegetate only to

attest the sterility of the soil.

The heat had by this time overpowered us; and though we had not made

more than two leagues, on account of the difficulty of the march, we were

constrained to sit down under the shadow of a clump of mangoes, which

rose by the side of a little creek. Here we had scarcely begun to repose

curselves, or to yield to reflections more or less melancholy, the presages of

the misſortunes that were preparing to overtake us, when our packet mas
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ter, Picrre, who had gone a little distance inland, ran towards us as fast as

he was able, calling out to us to take care of ourselves. We knew not the

occasion of his fears, nor the danger we were iu, until he had rejoined us.

Thinking he heard n noise on the opposite side of a stagnate pool, which

was surrounded by mangoes, he had been desirous of seeing from what it

proceeded, and to shorten the way, endeavoured to wade across the pool,

assisted by some branches of the mango. Unhappily for him, he disturbed

the repose of five or six alligators, who, during the oppressive heat of the

day, had chosen this spot to wallow in. This visit had so much displeased

two ofthem, that they pursued him through the mud; and he would pro

bably have become their prey, had be not been well acquainted with the

usual method of eluding them. After an excellent retreat, he ran towards

us; and at the moment in which he rejoined us, was apparently inore dead

than alive. - -

Disagreeable as this adventure seemed to us, still the conviction of not

being far from the corps de garde mentioned by the English, revived our

courage, and we re-commenced our journey in good spirits, persuaded that

we should arrive there before night. We therefore continued our march

for about three hours longer, at the end of which, the excessive fatigue and

heat, and still more the uncertainty of the route, made us determine to stºp

and deliberate on what was to be done. After a short co.sultation, which

was held at the foot of a tree that very much resembled a cherry tree, but

was alinost entirely without leaves, we determined to pass the night in the

place where we were, since being elevated, it offered us most security: and

we consoled ourselves with the hope that on the next day we should cer

tainly arrive at our promised corps de gartº. We therefore laid ourselves

at our length on the earth, at about a musket-shot from the beach, and

each of us taking a biscuit, we made our repast, which inight have ap

peared delicious if we had not been in want of fresh water. La Prudence,

whom we had despatched to seek for some, brought us nothing but a kind

of wild artichoke, which, having the form of a parasol reversed, easily re

tained the dews, so abundant under the tropic. The heat of the day had,

however, absorbed the water it had received during the night; neverthe

less we cooled our mouths a little by sucking the leaves. We were still

reduced to the necessity of supplying the want of water by our rum, and we

drank, in turns, half the contents of ot.r flagon. The biscuits were all con

sumed; La Prudence only reserved a couple on account of his excessive

thirst, and could eat no more than the half of his share. -

Our supper was concluded, and it was still day. We rose to examine

the environs, and to contrive how we might most easily escape the sea flies

and other insects that incommoded us very much during our repast. Each

of us innediately went to the right and left, as fancy directed, agreeing uot

to lose sight of one another, and not to go out of call. La Prudence and

I followed Captain Durand, and directed our steps towards a savanna,

which was skirted by the sea, and interspersed with clumps of mangoes.

We were close to one of these clumps when we heard a plaintive cry that

proceeded from it; the noise resembled that of a dog clideavouring to

-
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disengage himself from a snare. I was advancing to see what occasioned

it, when Captain Durand stopped me, telling me not to approach, for the

voice was not that of a dog, but of an alligator, and that we were uot

strong enough to defend ourselves from so ferocious an animal. The pale

visage of the captain, which, from a full red, became at this moment as

white as a shirt, terrified me so effectually, that I had hardly strength to

retreat. We returned to our place of rendezvous, whence it was easy for

us to perceive that the whole coast was covered with these monsters, by the

numerous tracks they left in the savannas, as they traversed them to be

take themselves to the morasses, where they concealed themselves, and

avoided the heat of the day.

When we were re-assembled, we could not but communicate to each

other eur dread of the alligators, and to secure ourselves from being

attacked by them, we saw no other resource but to climb the tree, at the

foot of which we then stood, and to pass the night among the branches.

At that moment how preferable would a flint and a little tinder have

appeared in our eyes, to all the richcs of the earth !—O, night of many

terrors, thou wast but the forerunner of Iniseries—of the manifold miseries

which we were about to endure .

The island, for such we discovered the spot to be, on which either

ignorance or treachery had landed us, was, as I have already said, so low,

that, in some places, by the side of which the sand had been washed up in

ridges, we were forced to walk through pools of water. We had traversed

it, both in length and breadth, without having met with a pebble of the

weight of an ounce ; the whole was mud and sand. The oceau, which

elsewhere, deposits the sources of fecundity upon its shores, displays here

the most tenacious avarice and terrific sterility. It seems to roll round

these desolate coasts for no other purpose but to give birth to the monsters

which inhabit them, which it receives and couceals in its bosom, while it

participates in their ferocity.

It was out of our power to make any fire that evening : we climbed our

tree, and each of us formed a couch, anid the boughs, as well as he was

able. For my own part, I tied my left arm to one of the branches with

the only handkerchief in my possession, in the apprehension that the least

motion would make me lose my balance, during the sleep, which, through

excessive fatigue, began to gain upon me, and to which I yielded.

Notwithstanding the uneasiness of my position, I should have passed the

night quietly enough, had it lºot been for the continued howling and cries

of a great number of alligators, which, at the commencernent of the night,

quitted the marshy pools, and stationed themselves about ten paces from

us, on the banks of the sea, where we saw them go in and out, one after

another, cither to bathe or in search of their prey, which their dreadful

concert must, undoubtedly, have driven to a distance. This horrible har

mony having lasted about two hours, the band dispersed, still keeping along

the coast, although, at intervals, we heard the same cries, which we might

have mistaken, sometimes for the sudden barking of dogs, and at other

tinues for the screams of children, had we not known from what sort of
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throats these noises proceeded. If to the terror which the presence of

these animals gave us, be added the torture which the musquitos and

other insects of every species with which these marshy places abound; and,

moreover, the deadly chill of an abundant dew, so very cold that it made us

shiver through every member, an idea, yet still inadequate, may be obtained

of the sufferings which we endured during the long twelve hours of a tro

pical night.

At length, about six o'clock in the morning, a faint twilight announced

to us the approach of day. Alas! it came but to shew us more and more

the whole extent of our misery. We had been fully sensible of the pain

caused by the stings of the sea flies, gnats, and musquitos, but we knew

not the effect which they had produced upon our countenances. The mo

ment in which we were first able to see one another, was indeed a moment

of horror; we were so swelled as scarcely to be known, except by our

clothes and the sound of our voices. Happily we had sea water in plenty;

and after having washed ourselves we found some relief. As to the alli

gators, they had returned to their pools by day-break, and since these

animals never attack men unless they are disturbed by them, and seldom

seek their prey except by night, we were tranquil upon that subject.

While we prepared for our departure, La Prudence went in search of

fresh water : he returned without having discovered any, which obliged us

to have recourse to our flagon of rum, which we emptied at once, being

persuaded that a walk of two hours would be sufficient to bring us to the

so much desired corps de garde. We set out, and pursued our journey

along the strand, but the heat of the sun, which was almost immediately

over our heads, was so intense, that we were obliged to stop frequently for

a little repose. We then began to feel the approaches of hunger and

thirst, particularly after having walked with so much eagerness. Hope,

however, still supported us, and, after having halted a third time, during

which we sucked the juices of dog-grass, we continued our journey until

four o'clock, or thereabouts, when excessive fatigue compelled us to rest,

and continued disappointment made us abandon our minds to all the dread

ful ideas of our situation. Captain Durand, the commander, Pierre, and

La Prudence, were the only persons among us who preserved any strength,

either bodily or mental. The Spanish merchant, his servant, and myself,

were entirely exhausted: we threw ourselves at the root of a wild cashew

tree, which, having no fruit, could only afford us its hospitable shade:

Captain Durand and La Prudence went in search of water; it was at

that moment the most pressing of our wants, for our breath was like a

flame. In about half an hour, La Prudence returned with a smiling coun

tenance, telling us that he had discovered water which was good to drink.

Never, no never, have the most melodious sounds produced a sensation so

delightful, as that excited by these words of honest La Prudence : * “Me

find water, capitain drinkee it.”—At that moment fatigue and despon

* “ Moi avoir trouvé de l'eau, capitaine le boire.”
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dency were forgotten : water was to us every thing, and we conceived no

happiness greater than the pleasure of drinking without restraint. The

spot to which our guide conducted us was nothing more than a marshy pool,

situated in a hollow, about a hundred paces from the sea-side, into which

the sea being driven by those frequent southern hurricanes which are the

desolation and the terror of the West India islands, had left there its stag

nant waters. These waters having discharged a portion of their salts

through the plants, which they nourished, were, with the exception of a

brackish taste which they still retained, palatable enough, particularly to

persons in our situation; I do not imagine that the dews, abundant as they

are, nor even the rain, could, of themselves, have rendered this water even

so fresh as it was: but to whatever cause its freshness is to be ascribed,

the desire of cooling our stomachs overpowered the delicacy of taste, and

rendered usinattentive to the colour of this beverage, which was a sort of

yellow, tinctured with mud; by the aid of our hats, which served usinstead

of glasses, we drank abundantly. But as it happens, in situations like ours,

for want of the precautions which experience dictates, our draught had

nearly been fatal to us. Instead of beginning by rincing our inouths, we

swallowed this water, which was naturally noxious, with so much haste,

and in so great a quantity, that our stomachs revolted against it, and re

jected it, in an instant, with violent and excruciating emotions. Neverthe

less, though faint and exhausted, we felt relieved from thirst ; and so great

a desire of sleep seized us, that had we not had the dread of alligators upon

us, we could have sunk in repose for the night upon the spot. We filled

our flagon with the water, that we night take some to the Spanish mer

chant, who had not been able to accompany us; and, with difficulty, we

regainca our sheltering cashew tree, which we saw again with as much

pleasure, as a traveller after a long journey, experiences, when he

finds a house and a good bed in which he may recruit his exhausted

strength.

As we had not yet relinquished the expcctation of arriving at the corps de

garde, we determined to pass this night as we had done the last; that is to

say, among the branches of the cashew tree; but it was impossible for the

exhausted Spaniard to climb; his strength was completely overwhelmed

with grief, (for his whole fortune lay in his vessel) as well as by age, dis

ease, and fatigue. We were obliged to let him remain at the foot of the

tree, under the care of the worthy La Prudence, who, voluntarily, without

any consideration of the danger to which he exposed himself, offered to

take care of him. This honest negro was a perfect model of zeal and

attachment. Did be know some means of readering himself useful, he

lost, instantly, every idea of trouble or fatigue, and rested not till he had

afforded each of us all the services that he was able to perform. To this

eulogium, I must add, it was very probable that many of us must have sunk

beneath the weight of our sufferings long before the moulent of deliverance

arrived, had it not been for his indefatigable activity. This second nicht

was terrific, and whatcver idea may be formed of it, the impression would
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still be feeble. To the horrors of our situation during the former night,

must be added, not only faintness and the diminution of our strength, but

the sight of our poor companiou in misery, whose disorder increased so

much during the night, that at day-break he was almost wholly insensible.

He became so weak that we could not support him in a sitting posture

without difficulty. While we were solicitously endeavouring to assuage his

sufferings, his remaining recollection seemed entirely occupied about us,

and, at length appearing to forget his pains, he addressed us in these con

solatory words :—

“My dear friends, I feel that my last hour is come, and that it is no

longer permitted to me to share your misfortunes: whatsoever inay occur,

do not yield to despair. I have a presentinent that you will surmount these

evils, and that it will not be long cre you obtain the reward due to your

patience and courage. As to myself, in quitting you, I have this great

consolation, that I die surrounded by Christians, who, in restoring to the

earth my mortal remains, will unite their prayers to those which

address to the Father of All, that he will deign to receive uſe into his

mercy.”

These were the last words which our poor companion uttered : never

theless he retained his recollection, and ceased not to pray internally until

he had sighed his last. He held a scapulary in his hand, which he fre

quently raised to his lips; and it was not until the instant in which he let it

fall, that we perceived he lived no more. Thus terminated the existence of

this worthy man, whose death, while it suspended the sense of our own

miseries for a short time, rendered us more acutely afflicted by his

loss. -

Our first care, after we were certain that he had breathed his last, was

to employ ourselves in burying him. . His coat (in one of the pockets of

which we found a small lens, similar to those used by watch makers to

examine their work) served him for a shroud, and with our hands and our

cutlass we dug him a grave in the sand, tolerably decp, into which we con

signed his body, after having recited over him the prayers used in the

ritual of the dead, and ornamented the spot with the sacred symbol of

redemption.

The solemn and melancholy ceremony which apparently should have

tended to weaken our remaining energies, and to diminish our courage,

produced a contrary effect : it seemed to invigorate our bodies and to

redouble our resolution; so true is it that prayer, drawing the soul nearer

to its Creator, ennobles it, elevates it, and makes it in some measure part

•ipate in his power.

[To be continued.]
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320. XL.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

Falcon Er.

-

LOSS OF THE DIAMOND, AND OF THE FUTTY ALLEBHOY.

HE following particulars are copied from an article in an Indian paper,

under the date of Bombay, December 9, 1809:-

“The Diamond, and the Futty Allebhoy left Bussora in company with

the Bussora packet on the 29th of October last, and after touching at

Bushire proceeded on their voyage to this place. On the 5th of November

it began to blow a hard gale: the weather at the same time hazy, and the

sea very high. At four o'clock next morning the Diamond found herself

amongst breakers, and the next morning struck on the reef that lies on

the N.W. end of the island of Nobflower. An attempt was made to wear

the ship, but the rudder going away, she was driven on shore and laid on

her beam ends. In about a quarter of an hour the Futty Allebhoy also

struck, and shared the fate of the Diamond. Both vessels succeeded in

getting all the crew and passengers on shore, with the exception of the

Serang and one Lascar belonging to the Diamond, who were drownca.

“In the afternoon, the waters having fallen, and the sea abated a good

deal, Captain Benson, of the Diamond, went on board with a few of the

best Lascars, and the second officer, to try if they could save any of the

treasure, provisions, and clothes.

“They found the captain's trunks broken open, and a great many things

missing; which they suspected to have been done by the Arab horsekeepers,

whose conduct in other respects during the time of danger and calamity, is

represented as having been very mutinous. A considerable part of the

treasure, the packet, and a few clothes, with some bags of rice, and about

twenty gallons of water, were brought on shore,

“Some of the horses were found alive; but it was impossible to get

them out without cutting a hole in the ship's side; besides which, any

attempt thus to save them, would only have exposed them to perish on

shore for the want of fresh water. A few horses indeed did escape from

the ship and swam ashore; but in consequence of the total want of fresh

water, they either died before the people quitted the island, or were left

there to perish.

“The sufferers had but a melancholy prospect before them; the whole

number amounted to about 220 souls; the island on which they were cast

was completely desolate, not a shrub nor a drop of water to be found.

They made large fires, and slept around them during the night.

“To their great satisfaction, a ship appeared in sight the next morning,
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turned out to be the Bussora packet, that at the commencement of

had parted company. By the humane exertions of Captain Cle

, who immediately went on shore to their assistance, they were all

cly embarked on board the Bussora packet before night, except a few

ho remained with Captain Clement and Captain Benson till the next

morning. Before they finally embarked, they visited both ships, but found

it was impossible to do any thing effectual towards saving them.”

FURTHER PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE LOSS OF THE

NAUTILUS,

In a letter from Mr. Chillingsworth, one of the Survivors, to his Mother,

dated Sante, 21st February, 1807.* -

DEArt Moth ER, |

IN no instance of my life have I ever felt myself more uneasy than these

three months past, in not having had an opportunity of writing: you

no doubt heard of the drcadful misfortune which befel the Athenian in

November last. I was providentially saved from the dreadful fate of most

of my shipmates. Myself and a midshipman were sent on shore at Gibral

tar in search of some deserters; when unexpectedly our signal was made to

get under weigh, which our ship immediately did, and left us behind, as

well as some who were at work at the dock-yard. I immediately applied

to the captain of a packet lying there for a passage for ourselves and people

to Malta, which he granted; and the next morning we got under weigh

also; but guess our surprise, when on our arrival we found the Athenian

not arrived, and the first news we heard of her, which was three days after

wards, was an account of the dreadful calamity brought to Malta by three

of the survivors, viz. the purser, doctor, and master, who were passengers;

the remaining few who escaped had made the best of their way to Sir Sid

ney Smith, at Palermo, in Sicily. I had nothing left but what I stood

upright in. As soon as I can possibly procure certificates I will send them

home that you may receive my pay. On the arrival of Sir Thomas Louis's

squadron at Malta, I joined his Majesty's ship Standard, 64, Captain

Harvey, as sceond master; whence we proceeded up the Archipelago to

the Dardanelles, where we lay some time, anxiously expecting a war with

the Turks. On the 2d of January, through the goodness of Captain Har

vey, whom I shall ever esteem, I was appointed master of his Majesty's

ship Nautilus, Captain Palmer. I now thought fortune had begun to smile

upon me, and promised myself that happiness, which diligence, attention,

and perseverance ought to expect: But alas! my expectations were vain;

the greatest affliction, the most accumulated misery that ever overwhelmed

a human heart, still awaited me; though by the interposition of Divine

Providence, I was enabled to endure it, and was miraculously rescued from

so dire a calamity. I should not have given you the particulars; but as it

is impossible that you should not know them from the public prints, it may

* Wide page 404 of the present Volume; and the unemoir of Captain

Palmer, Vol. XXII. page 89.

£ab. Ibron. (Hol. XXIII. 3 Q

w
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probably be a satisfaction. I do not wish by doing so to wound your feet

ings, the sensibility of which I well know, for I am sure my dear mother

will drop a tear of pity, not only for her son, but for all his poor fellow

sufferers.

On the 3d of January we left the admiral at the Dardanelles, charged

with despatches of the utmost importance for England, when I hoped to

have had the pleasure of seeing you all. On Monday morning the 5th, at

4 o'clock, just as I came upon deck to relieve the watch, I was surprised at

hearing the man looking out on the forecastle, cry out, Rocks ahead Î it

being very dark, and hazy, they could be secn only at a small distance; so

that in less than two minutes, the ship struck, when she bilged and was

almost immediately full of water. To extricate ourselves from the impend

ing danger, our only hope was to endeavour to get upon the rocks, which

with great difficulty we almost all did, by means of our masts, which provi

dentially fell that way; but the greater part were most dreadfully bruised

and laceratcd: it blowing tery hard, and a very heavy sea running and break

ing over thein; so that many of our people, weakened by fatigue and be

numbed with cold, were swept away, and perished : and those that

remained had no other prospect before them.

The all-seeing eye of Providence in this instance has again given wonder

ful poofs of its bounty and goodness. Some of our people, as soon as the

ship struck, lowered down a boat from the quarter, and pulled away to a

small island not inhabited, about three leagues distant; but from the heavy

sea we had not the sinallest hopes of her being saved : however, on the

second day, to our great joy, the weather being a little more moderate, we

discovered the boat coming down towards the wreck, to endeavour to bring

off any persons that might be saved; but alas, it was not able to come near

enough to give us any assistance: they, however, went to another islaud

called Cerigotte, about the same distance, where they found a few poor

'inhabitants, but could give us no help on account of the bad wea

ther. It continued blowing with very little intermission till the fifth day,

when we gave up all hopes. The captain, first lieutenant, and doctor, and

about one half of the people, perished with cold and hunger; and the rest

of us were in so weak a state, that a few hours more must have put an end

to our truly iniserable existence.

On the sixth day, about noon, the weather became quite moderate, when

we had the satisfaction to see the boats of the island coming to our

deliverance : gucss then, if possible, our joy and thankſulness, after having

been six days and five nights on a barren rock, with no other food but

(what makes me shudder to relate) human flesh and our own urinc–dread

ful alternative! An overwhelming sea constantly breaking over us, so that

it was sometimes with very great difficulty we could keep our hold... We

embarked in the boats, and soon arrived at the island of Cerigotte, where

the poor but hospitaule inhabitants did every thing in their power to serve

us; and in a few days we were so far recovered as to be able to get about

again, except those who were severely bruised, who were getting worse for

wºut of medical aid, which it was impossible to procure there. We re

* * * *
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mained at this island eleven days, by which time we were tolerably well

recruited, when we again embarked in their boats to go to the island of

Cerigo, where there is a British Consul, and arrived there the same even

ing. The person whom I have just mentioned is a Greek, and a more wor

thy humane man never lived. I never in my existence experienced so much

hospitality, attention, and care, as from this truly worthy family, every one

of whom seemed to endeavour which could do most to serve us: they slied

tears over us, as if we had been their own children, and seemed as much

affected at parting, as if we really had been so. The governor, comman

dant, bishop, and all the first people of the island, also shewed us a great

deal of attention, and did all in their power to amuse us during our stay

there: in fact, their goodness was such, that it was rather reluctantly we

parted with them, although we much wished to get a passage to join our

squadron again, or to Malta, which it was impossible to procure there, it

being an island of no trade, and of course very little communication with

shipping, particularly at this time of the year. We however heard of a

Russian frigate having anchored off the Morea, about 12 leagues from the

island, driven in by bad weather. I was determined not to lose such an

opportunity, and immediately took a boat to go on board her, to endeavour

to procure a passage either to Malta or Corfu : here again. I had new

difficulties to encounter, and again narrowly escaped being drowned; as in

the evening it came on to blow a heavy gale of wind, and in spite of all our

exertions drove our boat upon the rocks, where she immediately went in

pieces. I was fortunate enough to get on board, after some dith.culty, and

succeeded with the captain in procuring a passage to Corfu. We embarked

on the 5th of February, but on account of contrary winds were not able to

get to sea till the 15th, when we bid adieu to our hospitable friends at

Cerigo, and on the 18th were obliged to put in here, the wind coming foul

again. We have been very favourably received; we dined yesterday with

the Prince, and have engagements for this week to coinc. I shall write

again as soon as our court martial is over, and let you know the result of it.

We all expect pronotion in consequence of our insfortunes.

I am, dear Mother,

Your dutiful but unfortunate Son,

HENRY CHILLINGSWORTH,

*-a--wº

Some Particulars of the Loss of the KING George, Artillery Transport,

and ºf the BRITANN IA East Indiuman, on and near the Roccas, near

Fernando Norunha, in lat. 3 deg. 51 min. South, and long. 31 deg. 9 min.

West from London; and also ºf the Escape ºf the Leda frigate.*

T half-past three in the morning of the first of November, 1805, the

officer of the watch on board the Leda, who had been previously cau

tioned by Captain Honyman to look well out for rocks, &c. went down and

* If we mistake not, we are in part obliged for this Narrative, to Mr. G.

Keith, who some time since transmitted it to an early friend of ours, from

kis Majesty's ship Agincourt.
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... acquainted the captain that breakers were seen a-head: on the captain

going upon deck, and perceiving us to be among breakers, he ordered the

ship about, and as she had entered S.W. to stand out N.E. But no sooner

had she got round, than a man on the forecastle cried out, Land a-head,

high and dry / The helm was instantly put up, the frigate fortunately wore

quick, and cleared the dangers, but the boats over the stern in veering the

ship, actually hung over the rocks. The signal gun for convoy to tack was

fired, and afterwards several others, to warn the convoy of their danger.

The quarter-master, when trying the soundings, found only five fathoms,

but had the presence of mind to sing out seven. The safety of the Leda

was evidently owing to the temperate and collected conduct of the captain,

officers, and crew. Signal guns were also heard in the Leda from others

in the convoy, and when the day dawned, our fears for the safety of the

other ships, were unhappily realized, by finding one ship (the King George)

had got among the rocks, and the Britannia East India ship when on the

point of tacking (having heard the Leda's guns) had been run foul of by a

larger East Indiaman (the Streatham.) The bowsprit and fore-top-mast

of the Britannia were carried away, and her bows stovc in ; when she be

came unmanageable, and drifted almost instantly on a rock, where she hung

by the stern : the inizen-mast being cut away, she in a quarter of an hour

cleared herself from the rock, with the loss of her rudder, and a serious

leak; which, however, Captain Birch, of the Britannia, was in such hopes

to keep under, that he was in the act of sending off his boats to the relief

of the King George, when the water was found to gain irresistibly. A sig

nal was then made by the ensign (union reversed) of distress; the Europe,

Comet, and Veruna Indiamen, them near, sent their boats, and brought off

all her crew, and East India recruits, on board, nearly 400 persons, except

one man, who would not be saved, from madness or drunkenness; this

man had got himself a cutlass, by which he prevented any person forcing

him away; and, as he flourished this, he swaggered over the treasure which

had been got up on the quarter-deck, swearing vehemently, that as he had

been all his life a poor man he would go out of it gloriously rich ; loading

himself at the same time with dollars from the chests that had been broke

open. Out of one hundred and sixty chests, only twelve could be brought

away, so suddenly did the ship go down: After the leak increased, the Bri

tamuia had drifted about seven milies from the rocks, and sunk in deep

water. -

The Leda frigate was employed during this time in sending her boats to

the rocks, to save the people whom they had discovered on a sandy island

among those rocks, and so completcly surrounded that they could only

find one opening or cove for the boats to approach. From this island they

took off the crew of the King George transport, and the artillery troops

that had been cmbarked therein, except Brigadier-general York, of the

artillery, who was the only person drowned getting on shore; and one

artillery-man, who had been seen safe on shore after the vessel broke; and

was supposed to have found some liquor, with which he got drunk, and fell

from the rocks, as he could no where be found on them,

s
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The King George ran on shore almost instantly, as some person called

ºut breakers ahead / a little before four o'clock in the morning, after the

moon had set: the darkness and the spray of the breakers prevented them

seeing any place, on which they could build the least hope of safety. They,

however, as soon as they could get the first gun off, which had got its charge

somewhat wet or damp, ured guns of distress, and hoisted their boats out

under the lee, and sent them off from the ship to discover if there was any

chance of a place to save themselves; waiting with good order for day.

At dawn they discovered at some little distance, one place larger than the

other rocks, high and dry. The boats, except the jolly boat, which had

secured the safety of some by putting off to another ship, returning about

the same time, stated, that if all hands quitted the ship, as she must soon

go to pieces, and got on the rock, which was nearly under the sprit-sail yard

arm, the boats could take them from thence to the larger one; which was

immediately set about, sending the women and children among the first, by

slinging them under the arms with a rope, and another rope to haul then

to the rock. The general being the oldest among them, they wished to do

the same with him, which he indignantly refused : he therefore went to

the sprit-sail-yard to get on the rock like the others, and most probably

found this, being a landman, of more difficulty than he was aware of.

One of the gunners of his corps, perceiving his situation, again expressed a

wish to sling him with a rope, to ensure his safety, which he would not

suffer: he some time afterwards remained on the yard, unresolved to ven

ture down, which obliged those few remaining behind him, to let them

selves down from the jib boom. At last, the general either let himself

down, or lost his hold; and falling in the surf, had not strength to hold

on the rock against the back water, he disappeared under the ships

bows. -

This loss of him seems the more melancholy, from being the only indi

vidual who perished: even a woman who was delivered of a child not more

than three or four hours, was taken from her bed and saved with her little

infant, and was received on board the Leda, notwithstanding her sufferings.

A man who had broken his leg about two days before, was also brought safe

on shore, without injuring his new-set leg. About8 A.M. or soon afterwards,

the ship went to pieces, and neither the officers nor any other person could

save any effects. Some casks were washed on shore after the ship broke

up. On the shore they found three anchors laid across each other, without

stocks, and near the part of the wreck of a ship. This might have been the

remains of the Cato man of war, of 50 guns, Admiral Hyde Parker, which

was lost on her passage to India. Both appeared as if they had been lying

there a very long time : they also saw the skeleton of a large turtle, but

found no water. *

*

***
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- Eshall conclude our present number of Shipwrecks, with the follow
*

ing article from Liverpool, April 9, 1810:— -

“The brig Shaw, Captain Jackson, which arrived here, brings the fol

lowing melancholy account:—On the 10th ult, in lat. 37 deg. 30 min. N.

long. 42 deg. 20 min. a sail hove in sight at S.E. with only her fore-mast

and bowsprit standing. She proved to be the ship Albion, Captain Kirby,

of London, from New Brunswick, which on the 6th of February was upset

in a heavy gale of wind, but some time after righted. The surviving part

of the crew (the captain and two others, out of thirteen) were in such an

emaciated state, that they were not able to get into the boat when the

Shaw came alongside, having been thirty-eight days in want of food; they

had made a temporary wood hut, well secured to the rigging, but open at

top, and were found there chewing the bark of a spruce spar, which had

been their principal support, and had been without water for several days.

What added to their distress was that of seeing their fellow-sufferers dying

for want. On the 23d ult. fell in with the brig Nesbery, of this port, in

distress, heing struck by lightning on the 21st, which shattered her fore

and fore-top-masts in such a manner as rendered them both useless, and

caused her to make a quantity of water—kept in company with the brig till

they made land.”

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

-

Mr. Enrtor, Faversham, April 5, 1810.

GREEABLY to my promise, I send you the drawing and description

of my newly-invented Log Machine, which was tried on a small boat,

in the presence of the captain of a man of war; and his first lieutenant, Mr.

Robert Turner, wow living at Faversham, and was very much approved of.

I remain, Sir,

Your humble Servant,

FRANCIS CROW,

asu- ~7

\ V

Description of the newly-invented Log Machine, to ascertain with accuracy

*. the rate ºf a ship in going through the sea.

A, marks a hole in the side of the ship, five or six feet under the water;

A, marks also a copper bolt, which goes through the side of the ship : the

head of the said bolt is in the form of a cone, acting in leather, to prevent

the water from coming in ; and this bolt or cone is moveable by a copper

º
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* * * *

-

* * *

tongue, or lever B, of about two feet in length, and three inches broad.

This lever is moved according to the rate of the ship's going. The bolt A,

is connected with the wheel work within side in the manner hereafter

described. -

C, describes a wheel of about one foot diameter, which is fastened to the

bolt A. D, describes a second wheel, which is moved by the wheel C.

E, marks a fly to regulate the motion. F, is a spiral spring which is drawn

up by the motion of the lever B, without side. G., points out the nobs to

bring or hook down the spiral spring F, so as to regulate the power of the

lever B, and by this means to ascertain the rate of the ship's way through

the sea. H, is the hand which points to the index that is fastened to the

bolt in the centre A. - ---

N.B. The lever B, is to be made longer or shorter to assist in regulating.

- - —O—

* * Additional Observations. *

We have to add, that before we presented this most useful invention te

the notice of our readers, we had a model of it examined by a post captain

of great nautical experience, who much approved of it; and declared it to

be his opinion that it appeared likely to prove of much benefit to the ser.

vice, if adopted. Mr. Crow is a watch-maker at Faversham, and has long

given his attention to the various branches of science.
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He was second son of James Vernon,

488

PLATE CCCXIV.

Bring The FRONTISPſ Ece To Til IS VOLUME,

HE undermentioned Inscription is copied from the Monument erected

to the memory of Admiral Vernon, in Westminster Abbey :-

Sacred to the Memory

of t

EDWARD VER NON, Esq. . . . .

Admiral of the White Squadron

of the British Fleet. .

who was Secretary of State to King William III.

And whose abilities and integrity

were equally conspicuous.

In his youth he served under Admirals Shovell and Rooke;

by their example he learned to conquer;

by his own merit he rose to command

in the war with Spain of MDccxxxix.

He took the fort of Porto Bello

with six ships.

A force which was thought unequal to the attempt.

For this he received

the thanks of both Houses of Parliament.

He subdued Chagre, and at Carthagena

Conquered as far as naval force

Could carry victory.

After these services he retired

without office or title

from the exercise of public,

to the enjoyment of private,

Virtue.

The testimony of a good conscience

was his reward ;

the love and esteem of all good men

- his Glory.

In battle, though calm, he was active ; and though intrepid, prudent;

successful, yet not ostentatious,

ascribing the glory to God.

In the senate he was disinterested, vigilant, and steady.

On the xxxth day of October, MoccLvir.

he dicq as he had lived,

the friend of Man, the lover of his Country,

the Father of the Poor,

,”

-

*

e - aged 1.xx III.

As a nemorial of his own gratitude,

and of the virtues of his benefactor, . . . .

this Monuument was erected, by his nephew,

Francis Lord Orwell,

1763.
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HYDROGRAPHY.

-

PARACELS.

Ertract of a Letter from a Gentleman on board the Discovery.

SHORT account of our trip to the Paracels, I suppose, will not be

uninteresting, as this groupe of islands and shoals were dreaded by

the navigators of these seas. In March last we left Macao, with an intell

tion of ascertaining the St. Esprit Bank; cruising about for it several days,

particularly in those ports laid down by Horsburgh, &c. without effect, it

began to blow a fresh gale from the N.E. which induced Mr. R. to push for

the Paracels so as to be there in the fair months; it being of more conse

quence to have then surveyed, and if possible to ascertain every shoal, this

season. On the 16th March in the evening we made the Amphitrite

Islands forming the northernmost of the Paracels: they are very low, with a

cocoa-nut tree on the centre of the westernmost one. They are formed of

white sand and coral, the surface of which is covered with low brushwood;

they bear a great resemblance to some of the islands of the Red Sea, par

ticularly the Asakows; all of them are surrounded with steep banks of

coral, and most of the anchorage is hard sand and rocks; thcre are few

islands which afford good water sufficient for small vessels; the principal

ones are the Lincoln, and one called Woody Island, which lies to the east

ward of the Amphitrites at eight miles distance, and is covered with a high

jungle; there the fishermen have pitched a few huts for a temporary resi

dence, while they remain here, about half the year gathering Beech de

mer, which is a black thick ugly worm; this the Chinese use as a great

luxury for making their soups. I have formerly seen some at Messowah.

In approaching the Amphitrites we descryed a large junk apparently

wrecked on a spit of rocks running off the easternmost of these islands on

which were several Chinese running along the beach, waving flags and

beckoning to us as we supposed to render them assistance. We stood

within half a mile of the island, trying to gain soundings, but could not at

the depth of 90 fathoms; it soon after coming on to blow a double-reefed

top-sail breeze, which obliged us to work off for the night, before we could

have any communication with the people.

The next day, it continuing to blow fresh, we bore away and stood to

leeward of the islands ; gained soundings of 40 fathoms a few miles to

leeward of them. When near the wreck we anchored in 15 fathoms,

and sent boats on shore, the poor half starved wretches were fighting to get

to the boats; and it required some trouble at first to prevent their over

loading them. On the 20th they were all shipped on board the vessels, 360

in the Discovery, and 200 in the Antelope. We gave up our berth to them,

and they were crammed into every hole and corner: the junk was one of

the largest that sails out of China, having upwards of 600 men on board.

About twenty-five left the island in a tank, fourteen of whom survived, and

ſèab. Cºron, Çiçi, XXIII. 3 H.
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arrived in a very weak state at Turon; several of then, according to their

own information, died; but we could not find any vestiges of them; they

had been driven ashore in a northerly gale two or three days before we

relieved them, and their only substance was a few dried fruit, but not a

drop of fresh water. Of all the scenes, that of saving these men from

almost inevitable death, was the most affecting I ever saw and experienced;

and they felt and shewcd their gratitude as much as laid in their power. On

account of these circumstances, Mr. R. postponed the survey till we landed

them at Turon, a port on the Cochin China coast, at the distance of

120 miles from the Amphitrites. We were six days getting there ; at this

place we laid in a large stock of vegetables for the crew, watered the ves

sels, and again proceeded to finish the survey. After examining the Felidor

shoal, and others we fell in with, which you will see by Rup's charts of the

islands, and will convey a better idea to you than the confined period of

time I have to write will allow me to describe properly. At Woody Island

Mr. R. hired a fisherman as pilot; this man has been among these islands

on and off for 25 vears, and is well acquainted with the situation of the

whole; he informed us of several shipwrecks, and the means of saving the

people. He mentioned and accurately described the Comet and Intrepid

to Mr. Ross, and informed us of his having seen these vessels touching at

the Amphitrites for water, which some of the boats lying there supplied

them with. He told R. that the vessels were manned with Europeans and

natives; that the last pºrt they left was Malacca, and that it was their in

tention of again returning to that port.

After leaving the Amphitrites, they, according to our supposition, were

lost off some of the coral banks nearly even with the water's edge, in blowing

-weather, and every soul perished. Towards the latter end of May, after

examining the Lancoln Sand, and Triton Bank, we proceeded to the coast, as

* the Sly Monsoon legan to set in, too fresh for us to work with safety down

to Sapara, so far out to leeward: on the coast we experienced very strong

tides against us, and light airs; at last were under the necessity of putting

back to Turon and water the vessels. . In June we again left this port and

- worked down the coast : on the 21st we fell in with a gentleman who was

to procure us boats, and use his interest with the King of Cochin China, in

forwarding our prospects on the survey. He fitted out boats at Saigon for

the shoaling parties and expeditions; but as we could not work down so far

against the nonsoon, they could not be of any service to us; the next day

we put into a harbour called Meatrang, and procured a little refreshment

for the people. On the 25th we left this place for Macao. M- pro

ceeded up the coast, to join the King, as most of his native factories had

rebelled, and were assisted, by a very large fleet of Ladrones. On the 4th

of July, we anchored in the Typa. I cannot drop this subject without unen

tioning the indifference of the crew of both vessels in eating galls at the

Paracels, the whole of the island being literally covered with them and

other birds. The gulls were so tame, or unacquainted with man, that they

permitted our Jacks to go up, and take them off their nests; aud I may

say most of them lived on gulls while there; though the officers of the

Antelope could not relish them, those of the Liscovery ate them with as

good an appetite as the Jacks did.
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... origiN AND PROGRESS OF THE BOARD OF NAVAL

… . . . . REVISION. . . . . . . . .

EARLY in the present year, a letter from Lord Tiscount Melville to the

Earl of Aberdeen, relative to the management of the civil service of the

navy, was published. From this letter it appears, (as was indeed known before)

that the country is indebted to his lordship for the institution of the commis

sion of naval revision, which, he observes, was the last measure of his political

life. The inadequacy of the British fleet in 1804, to resist effectually the

united force of our then existing enemies, induced his lordship to take men

sures for augmenting our ships of the line, with the least possible delay.

His opinion of the defects arising out of the relative situation of the Admi

ralty and Navy Boards, were confirmed, he remarks, by the following

statements from the reports of the Commissioners of Naval inquiry:—

“The accounts, regulations, and instructions to the officers of the yards,

when introduced in the seventeenth century, may have been, and probably

were, suitable to the then confined state of the navy. The necessity of

revising the instructions, and digesting the immense mass of orders, which

have since been given to the officers of the yards, was seen by the late Earl

Howe, and by Sir Charles Middleton, when they presided at the Admiralty

and Navy Boards; and the latter had made some progress in so useful a

work, when he quitted the Navy Board; but, since that time, the subject

has not been adverted to, no steps have been taken towards forwarding the

work, and it seems to have been laid aside, and wholly forgotten.”

After consulting with Mr. Pitt, it was resolved, that a commission should

be appointed, and that Sir Charles Middleton (now Lord Barham) ought to

be requested to leave his retirement, for the purpose of taking the superin

tending charge. On the acquiescence of Sir Charles, who stipulated only

for the assistance of Mr. Fordyce, (to which was added that of William

I}oinett, and Andrew Searle, Esquires) the commission began its labours on

the 5th of January, 1805, and terminated on the 8th of March, 1808;

during which time fifeen reports were published. While Lord Melvilla

remained at the Admiralty, he was minutely informed, from day today, of

the proceedings of the committee, and what reflects the highest honour on

his lordship, he continued, during the progress, as well as after the termi

nation of these inquiries, down to the present time, to express the same

anxiety on the subject. º • *

His lordship gives the following abstract of the subject, to which these

reports relate; end observes, that he found a convenience in perusing

together those more immediately relating to the same subject, according to

the following arrangement. - * * , .

The first head comprehends all those reports, which relate to the Navy

Board, and the departments of the naval service under the direction of that

Board, viz. - * . . .

. 1st Report.-Containing instructions for the guidance of the resident

-

º,
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*": " " commissioners and the principal officers in the dock and rope yards.

* - —Approved of. + 1- - - - - - -

** 2d Report—Containing instructions for all the inferior officers of every

--- 1 description in the royal dock-yards.-Approved by his Majesty,

after being referred to a committee, and orders issued to the

* * *- : Admiralty accordingly. -

3d Report.—Respecting the education of shipwrights, and construction

of ships; and the mode of paying those employed in building and

* * * * repairing them.-Referred by his Majesty to a committee, and by

- them referred to the Admiralty, who have not yet reported.

4th lieport.—Respecting the Navy Office, and the office of inspector

general of naval works.-Approved of by his Majesty, after being

referred to a coinmittee, and by them referred to the Admiralty.

5th Iteport.—Respecting the foreign dock-yards.-Approved of by his

Majesty in like manner. *

6th Report.—Upon the smaller establishments, or out-ports-Approved

of by his Majesty in like manner.

8th Report.—Upon the employment of artificers and workmen in the

dock yards (except shipwrights).-Referred to the Admiralty, and

not yet reported on. **

- Under the second head, he classes those reports which relate to the

*Transport Board, and the department of the naval service under the direc

* tion of that Board, viz.

7th Report.—Upon the naval hospitals at Haslar and Plymonth.-Ap

proved of by his Majesty, after being referred to a committee of the

... Admiralty,

...,9th Report.—Upon the Transport Office.—Referred and approved of in

- * * * * like manner.

... 13th Report.—Upon the instructions for the officers in the transport and

prisoners-of-war department at home and abroad, and the lesser

- ... hospitals at home and abroad.—Approved of in like manner.

10th Report.—On the Victualling Office.—Approved of by his Majesty

* , , after being referred, &c. -

11th Report-Upon the Victualling Yards.-Approved of

12th Report.-Upon the Victualling Yards abroad.—Approved of.

-

The jourth head comprehends only the 14th Report, on the supply of

timber for the navy; the great importance of that subject rendering it

* necessary to give it a separate consideration. This was referred to a coun

mittee of the Admiralty, and has not yet been reported upon.

The fifth head, for the same reason, is confined to the 15th Report, on

the necessities for, and advantages aſ the construction of a new naval

arsenal at Northfleet; and on the application of the mechanical powers to

the performance of works in the dock-yards, &c.—This was also referred,

but not yet reported upon. ---

- . A narrative of the proceedings in the civil department of the navy, his
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lordship observes, from the earliest period of naval history, down to the

present time, is given in the first Report, in the course of which, particular

mention is made of the great reform effected by James Duke of York, when

he was lord high admiral, in the reign of Charles II. since which time,

uo revision had taken place. º

As a proof of the bad system of management, and of the necessity of an

immediate regulation, it is mentioned—

“That the officers had very imperfect ideas of their several duties, and

that, from the want of any systematic regularity or uniformity in the orders

issued, the officers of the yards had formed different couceptions of the

uleaning of those orders.”

His lordship concludes, by quoting the following extract from the 15th

Report, with which the Board of Revision concluded their laborious

services :
-

“Besides the subjects which are particularly noticed in our patent,

we are directed by the same authority, “to consider and examine all such

other matters, connected with your Majesty's naval service, as the Lords

Coinmissioners of the Admiralty might think proper to refer to us;' and we

had not proceeded far in the execution of the duties committed to us, be

fore we were informed, both by Mr. Pitt, by whom our patent was drawn

up, and by Lord Melville, (then at the head of the Admiralty, who had

originally proposed the appointment of this commission, and to whom our

-. progress in the execution of the duty committed to us was, at their desire,

from time to time, communicated) that it was their intention to enlarge

the field of our inquiries; and the circumstances concerning Northfleet

soon afterwards Öccurred, in consequence of which, our attention came to

he directed to the establishment of a new dock-yard at that place.

“We were also called upon to take into our consideration the means of

providing an increased supply of timber, proportioned to the great exten

sion of our navy; and we were further directed to take into view the regu

lation of the salaries, pay, and allowance of liearly all the persons en

ployed in the various civil departments of the army. º

“These additions to the duties specified in our patent greatly enlarged

the ficla of investigation, and we conceive cannot fail to account well for

the further time which it has required, beyond what we at first expected

would be necessary to complete the business committed to us. The re

ports referred to will shew what we have done.”

The Report then proceeds to state, that, conceiving their investigations

ought to comprehend every subject that would lead to the improvement of

the navy, they directed their inquiries to other matters, particularly on the

means of obtaining hemp. After being allowed six months, in addition to

the two years to which they were limited, they were requested by the

Admiralty “not to prolong, unnecessarily, the continuance of their func

tions, by commencing extensive surveys, at a period when their reports were

originally destined to have closed.”

They then proceed to express their disappointment at being still unable

to coinplete their business within the time hetitioned,” “Much informa
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tion," they add, “concerning the new dock-yard, was wanting; and more

than fifty of our precepts remained unanswered, some of them on

important subjects. We thus stood in the unpleasant situation of being

obliged, either to leave our business incomplete, or, though the former ad

dition of time had been reluctantly granted by the Admiralty, to ask for still

more time than we had ourselves imagined would be sufficient, by which we

might subject ourselves to the appearance of desiring to prolong our ap

pointment for our own advantage.

“The determination we took, under these circumstances, was, to request

to be allowed to go on till what we had undertaken should be accom

plished, without any salaries to ourselves, provided government would fur

nish money for the payment of our secretary and clerks. On this footing

we have continued for cight months, and, in that time, we have completed

five different reports, most of them of great length, and on very important

branches of our inquiry.”

£abal 4:30ctrp.

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, wien Prose avail'd no more.

a

FAlcon 1 R.

THE HERo of THE NILE. -

The following lines are reprinted from a copy printed in the ballad form

at Naples, in English ; and presented by the late Sir William Hamilton to

oue of our correspondents: they are confidently, and we believe rightly,

attributed to a lady already eelebrated as a writer, Cornelia Knight.

I.

Bºº long bath borne command,

And rul’d alone the azure main ;

For it's the Charter of the Land,

Which British valour will maintain.

Hail, Brave Nelson, the Hero of the Nile,

The favorite of fair Freedom's Isle.

* , - II. * -

All nations not so blest as we,

-*. Must in their turns to tyrants fall;

While we shall flourish great and free,

*:. . º. The dread and envy of them all.

Hail, brave Nelson, &c.

III.

Still more majestic shall we rise,

More dreadful from each foreign stroke;

Whilst we have men the gods must prize,

With hearts as firm as English oak,

Hail, brave NElson, &c.
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IV.

The blustering French shall never tame

Great Nelson's soul, or bend him low;

Only add honours to his name,

And plant new laurels on his brow.

Hail, brave Nelson, &c.

V.

To him submits the boisterous deep,

And in his breast the virtues glow,

For he can feel for those who weep,

And sooth the cheerless Widow's woe,

Hail, brave Nelson, &c.

V[.

Health to the brave and loyal throng,

Each man partakes our warnest praise,

We'll all join hand and heart in song,

Their Alexandrian deeds to raise.

Hail, brave Nelson, the Hero of the Nile,

The favorite of fair Freedom's Isle.

ADDITIONAL VERSE TO GOD SAVE THE KING,

JOIN we great Nelson's name,

First on the roll of fame;

Him let us sing.

Spread we his praise around,

Honour of British ground,

Who made Nile's shores resound

God save the King.

ANACREON, ODE 57.

From Mr. MooRE's Translation.

This Ode is a very animated description of a picture of Venus on a

discus, which represented the goddess in her first, emergence from the

waves. About two centuries after our poet wrote, the pencil of the artist

Apelles embellished this subject in his famous painting of the Venus

Anadyomené, the model of which, as Pliny informs us, was the beautiful

Campaspe, given to him by Alexander.

ND whose immortal hand could shed

Upon this disk the ocean's bed

And, in a frenzied flight of soul

Sublime as heaven's eternal pole . - -



496 NAVA1, PoETrºy,

- Imagine thus, in semblance warm,

The Queen of Love's voluptuous form

Floating along the silvery sea

In beauty's naked majesty'ſ

Oh! he has given the captur'd sight

A witching banquet of delight;

And all those sacred scenes of love,

Where ouly hallow'd eyes may rove, l

Hie faintly glowing, half conceal’d,

Within the lucid billows veil'd,

- Light as the leaf, that summer's breeze

z Has waſted o'er the glassy seas,

She floats upon old Ocean's breast

Which undulates in sleepy rest;

And stealing on, she gently pillows,

Her bosom on the amorous billows.

Her bosom, Iike the humid rose,

Her neck, like dewy-sparkling snows,

Illume the liquid path she traces,

And burn within the stream's embraccs!

In languid luxury soft she glides,

Encircled by the azure tides,

Like some fair lily, faint with weeping,

Upon a bed of violets sleeping!

Beneath their queen's inspiring glance

The dolphins o'er the green sea dance,

Bearing in triumph young desire,

And baby love with smiles of fire!

While, sparkling on the silver waves,

The temants of the briny caves

Around the pomp in eddies play,

And gleam along the watery way.

EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS TO THE TRAGIC MUSE.

Written by William Sortiebr in 1800.

--

Fixed on this base, our poet rests his claim,

And wooes in your applause the voice of fame;

On English annals builds historic rhymes,

And calls the spirit forth of feodal times;

Such as of old, to Syria's shouting coast

Led lion-hearted Richard's christian host;

When England's king the red-cross flag unfurl’d,

And darken'd in it's shade the pagan world:

Such, as of late, in heaven's appointed hour,

Gaul's vaunted idol drove from Acré's tower;

-
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When cross and crescent in just league combined,

Smote, in his pride, the murderer of mankind:
While Albion's naval hero foremost trod, • *.*

Scatter'd the host that scorn'd the living God; -- *

And Asia, rescued from the oppressor's might, * *

Hail'd Alla's uame, and crown'd the “Christian Knight.”

VICTORY OF ADMIRAL HAWKE.

The victory obtained by Admiral Hawke over Conſlaus, 30th November,

1759, gave rise to the following Song :-- *

THE watery god, great Neptune, lay

In dalliance soft, and amorous play

On Amphitrite's breast: -

When uproar raised its horrid head :

His palace shook, the tritons fled,

And each his fear confest.- .

Loud thunder shook his wide domain, : *

The liquid world was wrapt in flame, , , . …

The god amazed spoke; -- *

“Ye winds go forth, and make it known -

Who dares to shake my coral throne, en =

And veil my realms in smoke.” . . . * * *

The winds submissive to his nod, -

Sprang strongly up t'obey their god,

And saw two fleets at sea;

The one, victorious Hawke! was thine,

The other Conflans' broken line,
In terror and dismay. - a " . . . . .

Amaz'd they saw Britannia's sons,

HDestruction deal from all their guns,

Their conquering shouts resound, -

While vanquish'd Gallia's hapless slaves .

Sank to their death in briny graves,

Beneath the deep profound.

The winds return'd, and told their chief, 2.

That France was ruin'd past relief,
And Hawke triumphant rode. st

“Hawke,” Neptune cry'd, “why who is he
Who thus usurps my power at sea, º' - * - sº

And dares defy a god?” -** -- * *

fºlab, CIgrom. (ſici, XXIII. 3 5
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*The winds replied, “In distant lands

There lives a King who Hawke commands,

Who scorns all foreign force: -

And when his floating castles roll,

From sea to sea, from pole to pole,

Great Hawke directs their course.

“And when his winged bullets fly,

To punish fraud and perfidy,

And scourge a guilty land :

Then gallant Hawke serenely great,

Though death and horror round him wait,

Fulfils the dread command.”

º

Neptune with wonder heard the story,

Of George's power and Britain's glory,

Which time shall ne'er subdue.

Boscawen's deeds and Saunders' fame,

Join'd with brave Wolfe's immortal name,

And cried, “Can this be true *

“A king he needs must be a god,

Who has such heroes at his nod,

To govern earth and sea :

I yield my trident and my crown,

A tribute due to such renown,

Great George shall rule for me.”

LINES ON THE DEATH of CAPTAIN CRAWLEY, LATE OF

HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP PHILOMEL.”

E met an early death,--but o'er his bier

Falls the rich tribute of a seaman's tear;

He met an early death—but o'er his tomb

(His just reward) unfading laurels bloom.

His gallant tars—a melancholy band,

Unwilling quit the long-lamented strand,

Where Crawley's honour'd life and prospects end;

Where sleeps in peace their Hero, Father, Friend.

PHILOMEL.

tº j :

... . . . . . * . . .

* “It is hardly possible,” observes a friend of the deceased, “to conceive

the estimation in which the late Captain Crawley was held by his officers

and ship's company. It is interesting to the moralist to observe an intre

pid and hardy race of rzen, whom no dangers can daunt, no enterprise appal,

evince the softest sensibilities, and drop a tear to the memory of a beloved

commander.” *. º
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oDE FOR HIS MAJESTY's BIRTH-DAY, 1810.

By H. J. PYE, Esq. PoET LAUREAT.

V HEN loud the wintry tempest roars,

When dark the exhalations rise, `

When dash the billows 'gainst the shores,

And sable clouds obscure the skies;

Cheerful amid the dreary scene

Hope looks abroad with eye serene,

To happier hours, when spring again

Shall shew her renovated reign,

And leading on the rosy hours,

Shall strew the teeming earth with flowers:

With young delight each bosom cheer,

And wake to joy again the variegated year.

Or if it chance the influence bland

Be check'd by adverse skies awhile, s ***

By Eurus' ruder gales if fann'd,

Uncertain April cease to smile ;

When Maia's genial breezes bluw;

With richer dyes and warmer glow

When June appears; fleets everv cloud away, ,

And all creation hails the unimating ray.

Then from ambition's iron reign, * * * :

The embattled wall, the ensanguin’d plain,

The inmates of this favour'd isle

Look fondly with expectant smile

To that blest hour when Britons sing

The birth auspicious of a parent King;

And as the clouds of winter fly

When June illumes the genial sky,

So may the threat'ning storm that lowers

O'er wide Europa's trembling powers,

Like wintry clouds dispersing fade away

Before the radiant beams that gild this happy day.

When the proud Persian vainly tried

In impotence of rage to chain the tide,

Old Ocean mock'd the impous boast,

And Grecia triumph'd o'er his naval host.

Such Gallia's vaunt, and such the fate

That on such empty vaunt shall wait.

For while she threats in angry mood

From every shore our commerce to exclude,

Britannia's arms beyond the Atlantic main

Explore new regions of her golden reign.
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, - ... And while each isle that studs the western wave, , --

*Yields to her daring prows and warriors brave, .. *: -

Her barks consºercial crowd the azure deep,

Her fleets, each hostile sail, from Ocean's bosom sweep.

-
*

-

-- *

º

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1s10.

(May–June.) - * *

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

- RHE Prince of Aogustenburgh, known of late as the Crown Prince, and

intended heir of the Swedish usurper, was seized by an apoplexy,

while reviewing some corps of cavalry, on the 29th of April; in conse

queuce of which, he fell from his horse, in the front of the line, and in

* *

sº

º

stantly expired. It is conjectured, that this event will facilitate the ex

pected revolution in favour of the family of Gustavus. The daughter of

Lucien Buonaparte is said to have been destincid for the wife of the Crown

Priuce, had he lived. The Duke of Odenburgh, a near relation of the

Euperor ol Russia, it is now reported, will be declared heir to the Swedish

throne. In the mean time, a coolness, if not an actual feeling of hostility,

appears to have taken place between France and Sweden. In consequence

of the King of Sweden having refused to exclude British ships of war from

his ports, and to suffer French consuls to reside there, a considerable quan

tity of S edish property has been sequestrated in France. On the other

hand, Sir James Saumarez maintains the strictest blockade of all the ports

in the Baltic, not suffering any ship, of any nation, to enter them without a

British license. -

Buenaparte, having terminated a tour of naval inspection along the

French ai: i Dutch coasts, returned to Paris on the 1st of June. lie is sup

posed to have soune mariciuc ºnterprise in contemplation. Great prepa

rations are said to be unaking in the French and Dutch ports; the Toulon

squadron has sºme time been reported ready for sea; cousiderable activity

is represented as prevailing in the dock-yards at Venice; the Russian ships

of war, which were ceded to Trance, have becu repaired; and, from the

continued intercourse which is maintained between the courts of France,

Russia, and Denmark, it almost appears, as though a new Northern Con

federacy were forming. We wish it may be so ; as, in all probability, we

shall ther be furnished with another ºpportunity of pulishing the teinerity

of the Emperor and King. Sir Richard Strachau is keeping a sharp look

out off Flushing; where the cucumy's force is said to consist of four line-of

battle ships, one frigate, two praauis and uineteen brigs, all apparently ready

for sca. , * *. . * * * * * * * * -

The terms for an exchange of prisoners, between England and France,

are understood to have been finally agreed upon. . .
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The last accounts from Cadiz, speak of the means which that city

possesses for its defence, and of the condition of the allied army, in terms

as satisfactory as could reasonably be expected. The enemy have opened

their batteries on the Trocadero against Puntales, but without effect; and

it appears to be the general opinion, that they cannot do much mischief to

the town from Matagorda. The communication between the garrison by

water, with the Caraccas, is perfectly established and secure. The fear of

the want of water no longer exists. A spring has been discovered, pure in

its quality, and so abundant as to be sufficient for the demand, if the inha

bitants were increased to three time- their present nuinber. At the end of

May, the force in Cadiz amounted exactly to 6,500 British, 1,500 Portu

guese, and 11,000 Spanish troops. An addition of 4,000 Spaniards was

then hourly expected from Alicant, and not only these reinforcements have

since arrived, but a fresh arrival has increased the British force, and

carried it to full 7,000 men, making the whole about 24,000; a large force

no doubt, but not numerous enough to cope with the enemy, should they

succeed in collecting the numbers which it is apprehended they intend to

employ in the siege. In the mean time, most of the works are finished, and

the whole were expected to be completed about the beginning of July; and

then the island of Leon would be as strong as it is well possible for art to

make it. Government have received despatches from Curaçoa, announcing

that a revolution has been effected in South America, extending from the

valuable settlement of Vera Cruz, along the adjacent isthmus, to the sou

thern extremity of the Caraccas. It is stated. that an irregular force, of

between 30 and 40,000 men, on the 19th of April last, seized all the pub

lic functionaries in the capital (the Caraccas) and with the utmost secrecy

and expedition, but without blood-shed, forced them on board ship, and it

was supposed that their destination was for the island of Cuba. A provis

ional government was immediately established, which issued a concise pro

clamation, stating, generally, the necessity of this revolution for the welfare

of these remote and valuable settlements under the present circumstances

of the parent state, and inviting the colonists in energetic language to con

sult their own security and happiness by placing themselves under the pro

tection of the new authorities. The inhabitants express in the strongest

language their determined hatred of the French, their attachment to Great

Britain, and their desire to enter into a close alliance with that country.

The American government has at length recovered its senses so far, as to

repeal the Non-intercourse Act. British ships of war continue to be pro

hibited from entering the American ports; but our merchantmen are to be

allowed a free trade, at least until the next meeting of Congress; unless, in

the interin, France should revoke her Decrees, and Britain should after

wards refuse to rescind her Orders in Council. But, of this, there can be

no reasonable apprehension; for, as the British Orders in Council were

measures merely retaliative on those Decrees, the removal of the former

would naturally follow that of the latter. The president of the United

States is, however, invested with the power of renewing the Non-intercouse

Act, against either of the Belligerent Powers, which inight refusc to rescind
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its restrictive acts, after the Decrees of its opponent had been annulled. It

must now, we conceive, be admitted, that the repeal of the Non-intercourse

Act furnishes the most decisive proof of the wisdom and efficacy of the Bri

tish Orders in Council; for, could the Americans, by any means, have

evaded them, they never would have conceded a point on which they had

laid so great a stress... Our ports will now shortly be crowded with Ameri

can traders; a circumstance particularly favourable, as, in consequence of

a deficiency of grain in France, its exportation from that country has been

prohibited. - - *

An insurrectionary spirit, in Canada, we are happy to find, has been

quelled, without any serious mischief. -

The East India Company's settlement of Tappanoolly, on the coast of

Sumatra, was captured by the French on the 12th of April. The circum

stances attending the capture, were so unjust, cruel, and atrocious, that,

should the knowledge of them reach the French governi.icht, it is to be

hoped, a severe punishment will be inflicted on the perpetrators.

We understand that his Majesty's sloops, Curlew and Inspector, have

recently been sold out of the service. º

3|mperial Parliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS, WEDNEsday, MAY 2.

T HE House met, pursuant to adjournment, after the recess.

- MonDAY, MAY 21.

* Lord. Melville rose to make his promised motion relative to the employ

ment of ships of war in the transport of troops. His lordship began by

reading the resolution which he meant to propose to the House –“That it'

appears to the House, from the many disadvantages arising from the use of

hired vessels in the transport of troops, that it is more expedient for the

good of the service, and the nation at large, to have certain ships of war

fitted up for the conveyance of troops.” ‘’His Lordship then proceeded to

point out the advantages of employing ships of war in preference to trans

ports; after which he entered into a detailed account of the tonnage of the

British navy, (which he stated to be 800,000 tons) by which to prove that

there was plenty for the transport of 24,000 men, without taking from our

effective naval strength. He proposed that the vessels should have lighter

masts, yards, and metal, than when used as ships of war only; and that

they should carry only one third of their quota of men, and only from 12

to 20 guns. º

Lord ºfulgrave admitted that many advantages might result from the

plan laid down by the Noble Viscount; but it was necessary to compare

the advantages with the disadvantages; and certain he was, that in prac

tice the disadvantages would be found to prevail. IIe therefore moved the

previous question. +

* * * * *

*
- - -
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The Earl of Galaway and Earl Stanhope warmly defended the plan; and

the Earl of Warwick opposed it. - - s

The Earl of Liverpool said, that if he had no other objection to the plan,

the alteration it must produce in the discipline of the navy was to him an

insurmountable objection. The preservation of that discipline was the soul

and life of the navy; and on the navy depended our prosperity and our

very existence. 2.

The question was then put on Lord Melville's motion, and the previous

question was carried without a division.

* FRIDAY, JUNE 1.

Earl Darnley, after expatiating on the calamitous result of the Wal

cheren Expedition, and stating that we had lost no less than 20,000 men by

it, moved for returns to be laid before the House, of all the persons that

had been afflicted with the Walcheren sickness; that had been recovered

and again relapsed; and the number of those now in a state of conva

lescence; distinguishing each class, from the 1st of January to the 1st of

June, 1810.—Ordered.

TUESDAY, JUNE 5.

Earl Stanhope adverted to the experiments tried some years back off the

French coast, and since then in America, by a Mr. Fulton, for the ascer

taining of a mischievous and horrid mode of destroying vessels of any size

while floating in the water. He went through the history of these terrible

inventions, which operated either by a line thrown into the water, which

meeting the ship gave the opportunity to the machine to cling to the ves

sel, upon which the destructive explosion of gunpowder took place, which

absolutely would cut any vessel in two (the proof of which had been made

some years ago in Walmer roads); or by the immersion of a machine with

a trigger, which when pulled, produced the same effect; or by throwing an

engine for the same purpose on a vessel. . This person was invited over

here, and his lordship had seen an engagement between him, Mr. Pitt, and

Lord Melville, agreeing, in certain cvents, to give him 40,000l. After the

failure of a trial at Boulogne, his claim was referred to certain scientific

umpires, who awarded him 15,000l. since that, he has made experiments in

America, where both Jefferson and Maddison were present; and had been

yoted 5000 dollars. His lordship was led, at the present moment particu

arly, to this motion, by a pamphlet, he had just received from America,

cottaining the particulars, with plates, illustrative of the nature and effects

of the invention. He then entered into a very scientific discussion and ex

position of the theory of fluids, and the principles on which the machine

acted, and stated, that there were means in our power to counteract its

dreadful cffects; some of which he pointed out. There was also another,

and more ingenious, invention for a more difficult object, namely, the cut

ting of the cables of blockading vessels, when lying off a lee-shore. What,

he wanted to know was this—as the subject had been looked on already as

so important by great men, and by men of scicnce, what had been done

by government in the way of providing a remedy, and to what extent?

For the purpose of ascertaining this, he had framed a motion, which he
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read; desiring an account of the measures taken to counteract the effects

of these sub-marine carcasses and explosions, and of the torpedo trig

gers, &c. &c.

The question was put, when his lordship demanded a division; on which

the numbers were—

Non-contents -------------------- 25

Contents ---------------- -------- 8

Majority against the motion.---- 17

wedNESDAY, JUNE 6.

Lord Donoughmore's motion, “That the several Petitions of the Catho

lics of Ireland which have been presented to that House, be referred to a .

Committee of the whole House,” was negatived, on a division, by 154

against 68.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8.

The Marquis of Lansdowne's motion, for censuring ministers for their

conduct relating to the affairs of Spain, was negatived, by 139 against 73.

Mox DAY, JUNE 18.

Lord Holland called the attention of the House to the present state of

the Slave Trade. His lordship said, that, in open violation of the law, some

persons had the wickedness still to carry on this abominable traffic, and

under the colour of, and by virtue of the names of Spanish and Portuguese

houses, contrived to proceed in it clandestinely, and by that means render

the act which abolished it here a mere nullity. His lordship condemned

these persons, and trusted that some steps would be taken by government

with the governments of Spain and Portugal, to prevent this abandoned

and base commerce in future. He observed that America had abolished

it; and he was persuaded that if proper measures were adopted by his Ma

jesty's ministers, to obtain the co-operation of powers in alliance with us,

the Slave Trade would be completely annihilated all over the world. He

then moved an address to his Majesty, that he would be graciously pleased

to give directions to the foregoing purport, and that orders be issued to

the Civil Officers of the Government throughout all our Colonies to exert

themselves' in the prevention of this traffic.—Agreed to, mem. con.

THURSDAY, JUNE 21.

The business of the Session having been gone through, the Lord Chan

cellor closed it by reading the following speech from his Majesty:-

“My Lords and Gentlemen,

“His Majesty has commanded us to acquaint you, that, as the public

business is now concluded, he thinks proper to put an end to the present

session of Parliament.

“We are commanded by his Majesty to express the satisfaction he de

rived from the reduction of the island of Guadaloupe by his Majesty's arms;

an event which, for the first time in the history of the wars of Great Bri

tain, has wrested from France all her possessions in that quarter of the

world; and which, together with the subsequent capture of the only color
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nies in the west Indies which remained in the possession of the Dutch, has

deprived his Majesty's enemies of every port in those seas from which the

interests of his Majesty, or the commerce of his subjects, can be ino
lested. - - a -

“ Gen' lemen of the House of Commons, *** * *

“His Majesty has commanded us to thank you for the liberal and am

ple supplies which you have granted for the services of the present year.

“His Majesty deeply regrets the necessary extent of the demands which

those services have created; but we are commanded to express to you the

consolation which he has derived from observing that the resources of the

country, manifesting themselves by every mark of prosperity, by a revenue

increasing in almost all its branches, and by a commerce extending itself

in new channels, and with an increased vigour in proportion as the enemy

has in vain attempted to destroy it, have enabled you to provide for the

expenses of the year without imposing the burden of any new taxation in

Great Britain; and that, while the taxes which have been necessarily re

sorted to for Ireland have been imposed upon articles which will not inter

fere with the growing prosperity of that country, you have found it consis

tent, with a due regard to its finances, to diminish some of those burdens, .

and relax some of those regulations of revenue, which had been felt the

most inconvenient in that part of the United Kingdom.

“His Majesty further commands us to return you his thanks for the pro

vision which you have enabled him to make for the establishment of his

Serene Highness the Duke of Brunswick.

“My Lords and Gentlemen, * *

“His Majesty has directed us to acquaint you that Portugal, rescued

from the oppression of the enemy by the powerful assistance of his Majes

ty's arms, has exerted herself with vigour and energy in making every pre

paration for repelling, with the continued aid of his Majesty's forces, any

renewed attack on the part of the enemy; and that in Spain, notwithstand

ing the reverses which have been experienced, the spirit of resistance

against France still continues unsubdued and unabated: and his Majesty

commands us to assure you of his firm and unaltered conviction, that not

only the honour of his throne, but the best interests of his dominions, re

quire his most strenuous and persevering assistance to the glorious efforts

of those loyal nations. - -

“His Majesty has commanded us to recommend to you, upon your re

turn to your respective counties, to use your best exertions to promote that

spirit of order and obedience to the laws, and that general concord amongst

all classes of his Majesty's subjects, which can alone give full effect to his

Majesty's paternal care for the welfare and happiness of his people. His

Majesty has the fullest reliance upon the affections of his subjects, whose

loyalty and attachment have hitherto supported him through that long

and eventful period, during which it has pleased Divine Providence to com

mit the interests of these dominions to his charge. His Majesty feels that

the preservation of domestic peace and tranquility, under the protection of

#2at. QIbron, (Hoi, XXIII. 3 T
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the law, and in obedience to its authority, is amongst the most important

duties which he owes to his people.

“His Majesty commands us to assure you that he will not be wanting

in the discharge of that duty; and his Majesty will always rely with confi

dence on the continued support of his loyal subjects, to enable him to

resist with success the designs of foreign enemies, and to transmit unim

paired to posterity the blessings of the British Constitution.”

A commission for proroguing the parliament was then read; and parlia

ment was accordingly prorogued to Tuesday the 21st day of August next.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, Tuesday, APRIL 3.

IR FRANCIS BURDETT rose to submit a motion respecting the

* conduct of Captain Lake, in setting Jeffery, one of his men, on shore ou

the island of Sombrero "—He appealed to the feelings of the House on the

atrocious act, which he termed a cruel cowardly murder—an act of cool,

determined, deliberate wickedness, on whose glaring and uncovered guilt

no eye could look without horror. He censured the conduct of Sir A.

Cochrane, the admiral on the West India station, for a neglect of justice,

as also the Admiralty; he severely reprobated the unscrupulous zeal with

which the court martial appeared to shut out from the case cvery thing that

might press upon Captain Lake, and moped for the honour of human nature,

that his offence was not fully knowa. No ; (said Sir Francis, this crime

must not pass away; this was no question of political interests; nothing on

which wise or good men might disagree He concluded by moving, “that

a committee be appointed to take into consideration the papers relative to

Captain Lake's trial, and report upon the same.”

The Chancelor of the Erchequer said, he did not wish in any manner to

repress the feelings which the statement of the case necessarily excited;

but he could not assume with the Hon. Baronet, that there was cvidence of

a murder having been committed. If there was any proof that the man was

"dead, he did not conceive that the sentence of the court martial could pre

vent his now being tried for murder. As the case now stood, there was no

evidence at all against Captain Lake, except the evidence bearing ou the

point for which he was tried by court martial, and punished. It was not

in the power of the court martial to pronounce a severer sentence than it

did. He thought it would be better to wait for some time, to see whether,

by additional inquiries, any further information could be obtained; and if

such eviºnce was then obtained as should prove the man to have died in

consequence of his being left or the island, a trial might be ordered. If

the usan was, however, still living, a further punishment might be inflicted

on Captain Lake, for the sailor would have a civil action for damages, in

which case a jury would have to declare what damages ought to be given in

* The Trial of Captain Lake appears at page 261 of the present

Volume.
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a case of such extreme cruelty and atrocity. As to a passage in Mr. Tho

mas's letter respecting frauds in the West Indies, he could assure the Hon.

Baronet that this subject was now under investigation by order of the

Adiniralty. He wished the Hon. Baronet to withdraw his motion for the

present; and he also wished nost particularly that it should not be supposed,

that the House thought lightly of the case, or that they dissented from the

motion for any other reason, except that there was no evidence before theim

sutucient to iuduce them to order a prosecution for murder.

Mr. Whitbread made some observations, tending to criminate the con

duct of Sir Alexander Cochrane, who could permit such a crine to pass

unpunished, for which he was himself deeply responsible. On the evidence

before the House, he thought no prosecution could be ordered. How shock

ing it would be, if upon such evidence. Captain Lake should be convicted,

and that it afterwards should turn out that the mau supposed to be murder

ed,was still alive In his mind it was better that ten thousand guilty should

escape, than one innocent man suffer. He saw no reason why tie House

should not address the King to direct the officers on those stations to make

the most accurate search for his remains, and also use all means to ascer

tain whether he be alive or not. This inquiry would be most interesting

to the family of Captain Lake, to the country, and to the cause of huma

nity. He would therefore suggest to the Hon. Baronet an address to his

Majesty, as preferable to a committee of the House, who could not at pre

sent recommend any other trial.

Mr. Stephen said, that the island of Sombrero was a flat sandy island,

which he understood had no fresh water, and he thought it was impossible

it could have any; he was therefore sufficiently convinced in his own mind

, the man must have perished; and any proposition for "a further investiga

tion of this case, should have his decided support.

Lord Folkstone argued for the address to his Majesty, to order a more

accurate search, and said that care should be taken that the arrears of wages

due to this man should be paid to him if living; if not, they should be given

to his relatives. - -

Mr. Lyttleton thought that some bill might be brought in, to make such

an offence in future a capital offence, cognizable by a naval court martial.

Mr. Sheridan said, he knew that every possible exertion had been made,

and was making, by the afflicted and respectable faunily of Captain Lake, to

ascertain whether the man had been taken off by an American vessel; and

if he was still living; and he doubted not but intelligence would be obtained

to clear up those facts. He approved of a committee, and would support

the motion of the worthy Baronet.

Admiral Harvey could not but reprobate the conduct of Captain Lake;

at the same time, justice and humanity required him to state to the House,

that the island of Sombrero was a rock, and that water must lodge, and be

found in many of the cavities; also that the eggs of birds were to be had

in such abundance, that no man need to perish for want of food or water.

Captain Beresford disclaimed all idea of excusing the conduct of Captain

Iake, but he thought it his duty to state to the House, that he had been
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stationed off the island of Sombrero three years, and had been near it for

seven years; and he thought it hardly possible for a man to remain there

twenty-four hours. If he waved his hat every morning he must be ob

served. He did not know whether the island was actually inhabited, but

it was daily resorted to by fishermen.

Lord Cochrane justified the conduct of Sir A. Cochrane, who had been

guided by a too great leniency of temper, which was his known character.

Mr. Canning spoke in favour of the address.

Mr. Whitbread, with the concurrence of Sir F. Burdett, proposed an

address to the following effect:—“that his Majesty may be graciously

pleased to give immediate directions that a minute and accurate search be

made forthwith on the island of Sombrero, for the purpose of ascertaining

if any traces can be found of Robert Jeffery, a seaman of his Majesty's

ship Recruit, left on the said island by the Hon. Warwick Lake, late com

mander of the said ship, contrary to every principle of duty, and in viola

tion of every dictate of humanity."—Passed nem. con.

Mr. Whitbread then moved a second address to his Majesty:—“That he

will please to give directions that a search be made in all his Majesty's

settlements abroad, and in his Majesty's fleets, and also in all foreign

countries where his Majesty has influence, to ascertain whether the said

Robert Jeffery be still alive.” Which being read from the chair, was, after

a short conversation, in which several members took a part, agreed to,

767), con.

Mr. Whitbread then moved for copies or extracts, of all communications,

together with the dates of the letters which passed between the Lords of

the Admiralty, or the first Lord of the Admiralty, and Vice-admiral Sir

A. Cochrane, touching the landing from the Recruit, Captain Lake, a sailor

named Robert Jeſtery, on the island of Sombrero, in the West Indies.

Captain Beresford was convinced, that Admiral Cochrane would be most

anxious to meet the wishes of that House.

Some conversation ensued after which the motion was agreed to.

wenNESDAY, APRIL 18.

The House adjourned to Monday se’nnight, for the Easter recess.

MoxDAY, APRIL 30.

A new writ was ordered for the election of a member for the county

of Gloucester, in the room of Admiral Berkeley, who had accepted the

Chiltern Hundreds.

In a Committee of Supply, Mr. Perceval moved, “That a sum not

exceeding 400,000l. be granted to his Majesty, to enable him to make good

the engagement he had entered into with his Sicilian Majesty for the year

1810.-Agreed.

TUESDAY, MAY 1. -

An amendment of Mr. Lamb's, for voting only 300,000l. to the King o

Sicily, was negatived by 55 against 25.

MoxDAY, MAY 7.

Mr. Alderman Combe rose to submit a motion to the House, founded upon
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the conduct of his Majesty's ministers, in refusing to admit the Lord Mayor

and Sheriffs of the City of London to present to his Majesty at the Levee,

the Address of the Livery of London, requesting an inquiry into the conduct

of the Walcheren Expedition. He therefore unoved, “That the obstruc

tions given by his Majesty's ministers to the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of

the City of London, in presenting the Address of the Livery to his Majesty

on the 14th of December last, was an infringement of the rights of the

subject to petition the Sovereign upon all necessary occasions.” -

Sir William Curtis seconded the motion. The meeting which agreed to

the Address had been legally and constitutionally appointed; and although

it was not drawn in such terms as he could have wished, as a majority had

agreed to it, he held that the Mayor and Sheriffs had an undoubted right

to present it in the manner which had been customary.”

Sir Charles Price and Sir James Shawe expressed themselves to the same

effect.

Mr. Secretary Ryder denied that the Livery of London had any more

right to present an Address to his Majesty at the Levee, or upon the

throne, than the rest of his Majesty's subjects. It was a right possessed by

the Corporation of London and the two Universities alone, confirmed by

long usage, to present their petitions in that manner, and to receive

answers to them. Lately, his Majesty, from the infirmity of his eye sight,

had been under the necessity of discontinuing public levees, and all public

bodies had presented their petitions during that period through the secre

tary of state's office; and he had not heard that any objection had been

made to that mode, untill it was complained of by the Livery.

A division then took place, when there appeared—Ayes 52—Noes 138–

Majority against the motion, 86.

FRIDAY, MAY 1 1.

In a Committee of Supply, the sum of 1,511,715l. was voted for the

ordinaries of the navy, and an addition of 15,000 men for the service.

Mox DAY, MAY 14.

Mr. Astell presented a petition from the East India Company, setting

forth the great expenses incurred by them in furthering the objects of the

British government in the capture of Ceylon, and in the expedition to

Egypt; and laying claim to a large balance in their favour, in consequence

of such expenses.—He then moved, that the said petition be referred to the

committee now sitting on the affairs of the Company, to examine and re

port thereon their opinion to the House.

Mr. Creevey considered this as a most extraordinary application. No less

a sum than 1,500,000l. had been paid last year by the public to the com

pany, in liquidation of their claims, and now, when the accounts between

them and the public were supposed to be closed (and the House had been

toid as much last year by the Chancellor of the Exchequer) the company

came again, and called for a sum not much less than 1,900,000!. Besides

for the ſour last years there had been no East India Budget, no report or

connected view of the general state of the company's affairs, so that the
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House could not examine the justice of the claim, which appeared to him

one of the most preposterous he had ever heard.

Mr. Grant maintained, that the claim was a just one, which the com

pany had never given up, nor had it ever consented to acknowledge that

the accounts between them and the public were closed, and the balance

settled.

Mr. Perceval stated his belief, that the East India Company would apply

for about two millions as due to them by the public. If Parliament should

sanction this claim, then 1,500,000l. would be wanted by way of loan for

its liquidation. He meant to give no opinion on the justice of the claim, but

he could see no reason why it should not be referred to a committee, for the

purpose of investigating its merits.

The motion was agreed to.

The sum of 10,000l. was voted, for securing the harbour of Holyhead.

Mr. Tierney moved, that an humble Address be presented to his Ma

jesty, praying that his Majesty would be graciously pleased to order com

pensation to be made out of the droits of Admiralty to the Consolidated

Fund, for the intended annuity of 7,000l. a year to his Highness the Duke

of Brunswick.

Messrs. Perceval, Huskisson, and Dundas opposed the motion, and sup

ported the right of the crown to the droits of the Admiralty.—On a division

there appeared–Ayes 84–Noes 103.-Majority 19.

wedNESDAY, MAY 16.

In a Committee of Ways and Means, Mr. Perceval stated, that, notwith

standing the gloomy and unfavourable representations they had repeatedly

heard of the state of the country, its trade, and finances, it was singular,

that, during that very year when such representations were made, the public

accounts should give the most undeniable proofs of the growing trade aud

commerce of the country, and the increasing prosperity of our finances.

(Hear ! hear !) The accounts, however, besides contributing to this pur

pose, were necessarily connected with the Ways and Means, to which he

should call the attention of the committee. The sums already voted by the

House for the service of the year were, for the navy, 19,238,000l. for the

army of Great Britain, 13,953,606l. for the army of Ireland, 2,992,0761.

Extraordinaries for Great Britain, 2,750,000l. Extraordinaries for Ireland,

300,000l. For guards and garrisons, 441,000l. making in all for the army a

total of above 20,000,000l. For the ordinaries, 4,411,000l. For miscella

neous services, 2,000,000l. It was yet to be considered what the vote of

credit should be estimated at, but he should take it at three millions for

England, and two millions for Ireland, making 5,000,000l. which, with the

ariny and navy, would make a total of 52,000,000l.

To meet this expenditure, they had, in the first place, the annual duties

on the Land and Malt Tax, amounting to three millions; the surplus of the

Consolidated Fund, 2,601,62?]. the War Taxes, taking them as assessed

last year, 19,500,000l. the Lottery 350,000l. Exchequer Bills eight unillions,

and a Loan of 12,000,000l. making in all between 46 and 47 millions of
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pounds, leaving a deficit of above five millions for the service of this year.

He had next to direct the attention of the committee to the means of sup

plying this deficit. On the annual duties and Consolidated Fund it would

be unnecessary to make any remark. On the War Taxes, however, he ex

pected a very considerable excess above the sum assessed. They had been

taken at 19,500,000l. but last year they had produced to the Exchequer

22,770,000l. including Customs, Excise, and Property Tax. The assess

ment of the Property Tax had only been eleven millions, whereas it had

produced 13,751,233l. leaving a surplus of above two millions. He should

not calculate the arrears at so much this year. In 1807 there was an

arrear of 400,000l. In 1809 an arrear of one million, and in 1810 nearly

four millions out standing. Since 1804 there had been grants of supply to

the amount of 118 millions, of which there were arrears outstanding

9,326,000l. to the 5th of April, 1810. There reinained then ungranted duty

on tea one million; the Property Tax for 1810-11, 400,000l. i the War

Customs, making an average for the last three years of 9,600,000l. which,

added to the Property Tax, made a sum of 20,460,000l., which, with

1,300,000l. will make 21,760,000l. which, after deducting two millions due

on the Loan, would make the War Taxes for this year 19,500,000l. He

had next to mention the Lottery, which he took at $50,000l. Of Exche

quer Bills there remained five millions, after paying off the last vote of

credit. The loan was twelve millions, allowing eight for Great Britain and

four for Ireland. The terms on which he had obtained the Loan were

most favourable to the public; more so, he was confident, than any pre

ceding one that had been known, 15s. 74d. per cent. below the rate of last

year's; as, for every 100l. the public were to pay only an interest of

41.4s. 23d. The total charge to the Sinking Fund was only 151. 13s. se

that the difference between this and the last year's Loan was no less than

8s. 74d. per cent. With the Loan and Exchequer Bills, not being above

5l 19s. 1; d. including the expense of management under six per cent.

He had thus stated all the Ways and Means, except the Consolidated Fund,

which he took at 4,400,000l. the whole being 34,421,400l. for 1810, the

charge being seven millions below the income. The Consolidated Customs

for 1810 exceeded much those of the preceding year; he should not, there

fore, rate them the same as last year, but take a medium, which would

produce 4,485,333l. The Consolidated Excise for last year was sixteen

millions. He had no reason to calculate on any diminution during the

ensuing year; he should therefore take them at the average, making with

the two preceding sums a total of about 24 millions for this year. The

Malt Duty had failed last year, but it was now recovering itself, and had

produced during last quarter, from 40,000l. to 50,000l. The Assessed

Taxes, last year, were above six millions, but the receipt was higher than

the assessment, but not less than 600,000l. of arrears. He should take

these at 5,860,000l. The Staumps at 5,180,000l. Post Office, 1,194,000l.

These several sums, with the Land Tax and Malt, would make a total ef

37,597,000l. exclusive of Ireland above $1 millious, allowing for that part
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of the united kingdom five millions. The Stamp Duty had very much

improved. The increase he reckoned at one million, so that the Consoli

dated Stamps produced 1,236,000l. more than was required by the fund.

This sum he meant to appropriate to the present deficit without imposing

any new tax. ''e therefore proposed to take the 970,000l. which was

wanting, out of the excess of the one million, which would meet the Loan.

There would be 160,000l. still applicable of the excess tº the surplus of the

Consolidated Fund. The great amount of arrears due, there being due last

year not less than 2,800,000l. was a proof that the present was not a period

for imposing new taxes. The Property and Assessed Taxes having advanced

three millions, was another reason for imposing no new ones.—He

concluded, by stating, that whatever had been urged against the policy

of our Orders in Council, yet the time had now come when the country

could decide; for it appeared from the French official reports, that in con

sequence of the operation of such Orders alone, the revenue arising from

French commerce had decreased four-fifths of the usual produce.

After some conversation, the several resolutions were put and carried.

TiiURSDAY, MAY 17.

Mr. Perceval obtained leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the office of

Registrar in the High Court of Admiralty. One object would be to

increase the number of Deputy Registrars to the said Court, and to enable

the parties to any suit, upon application to the Court, to vest the proceeds

of ships litigated in the funds.

The third reading of the Duke of Brunswick's Annuity Bill was carried,

on a division, by 51 against 22.

Mr. Martin opposed the passing of the Bill. He observed, from a paper

on the table of the House, that from the year 1794 to the year 1809, there

appeared to be nearly five millions of the fund called Droits of the Admiralty,

which had not been applied to any ostensible purpose with which the House

was acquainted. How much advantage therefore accrued from them to the

crown, and how little to the public On this ground alone, the House

should not be called upon to load the Consolidated Fund with this addi

tional burthen, while the fund at the disposal of the crown was so consi

derable.

Mr. Perceval replied, that the Hon. Gentleman had forgotten in his cal

culations that two-thirds of the sum were given by the crown to captors,

and this, together with the various grants out of these droits which had

been given to the public from time to time, led him (Mr. Perceval) to form

a very different calculation, and to compute, that instead of five millions,

the sum now remaining at the disposal of the crown would not amount to

more than 300,000l.

Mr. Whitbread only wished to know, whether the fund of the droits of

the Admiralty could bear the annuity ? If not, then recourse must be had

to the Consolidated Fund; but this matter could be easily ascertained in a

few days, and therefore he should move, by way of amendment, that this

debate be adjourned till this day se’nnight. *



NAVAL history of tire PRESENT YEAR, 1810. 513

Mr. Perceval observed, that when the droits of the Admiralty came under

the consideration of the House, they would have an opportunity of deciding

whether 70,000l. out of these droits should not be applied to the Consoli

dated Fund, to cover the burden which this annuity would place on that

fund. -

On a division, there appeared—Against the amendment, G5—For it, 37

Majority 28–The Bill was therefore passed.

FR DAY, MAY 18.

In a Committee of Supply, the sum of 4,0781. was voted, for erecting

buildings for the Naval Asylum.

3 ºtterg on ºrrbict,

Copied verbatim from the Lowdon Gazette.
-

w At M1 R A Li Y-or ricf., MAY 1, 1810.

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Richard Welsh, commanding his Majes

ty's Cutter Surig, addressed to Rour-admiral d'Auvergne, Prince of .

1304//on, Commander-in-chief at Guernsey, and transmitted by the latter

to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Cutter Surly, Grenville Bay,

SI R, 21st April, 1810.

H.A.V. i. the honour to inform you, that yesterday at noon a sail was

seen from the deck, steering along the enemy's coast; we immediately

slipped in chase, in company with his Majesty's gun-brigs Firm and Sharp

shooter. At four P.M. she ran on shore in the mouth of Piron; the boats,

Inanned and armed, were sent in to bring her out, which was galiantly done

by Sub-lieutenant Hodgkins, who commanded the boats, he having run an

anchor out under a heavy fire of musketry from the troops and crew of the

vessel, and hove her off from the beach. She proves to be l'Alcide French

cutter privateer, mounted four four-pounders, which were thrown over

board in the chase, and from the number of men who went from her with

muskets, &c. I conclude her crew to be thirty. * *

I beg leave to recommend to your notice Sub-lieutenant Hodgkins, of

the Firm, and Mr. Lagaw, second Inaster of the Sharpshooter, for their

steady perseverance and determined conduct in bringing her out from off

the beach, under such a heavy fire of musketry from upwards of four hun

dred troops.

I am sorry to add that we had one man killed and one wounded in this

little affair, as per margin.” --

I have the honour, to be, &c.

R. WELSH, Licut, and Com.

MAY 1 9.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Lapeno iere, of his Majesty's Sloop Orestes,

addressed to Admiral Young, at I’lymouth, and transmitted by the later

to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

II is Majesty's Sloop Orcstes, at Sea,

SIR, May 9, 1810.

I have the satisfaction to inform you, that I this morning fell in with (the

* Firm.–Mathias Roberg, second master, killed; John Cross, boat'

swain's mate. slightly wounded.

Aðab. (Iºron, Cioſ, XXIII. 3 U.
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Lizard hearing N.E. by E. eight leagues) and captured, after a chase of

seven hours, the French schooner privateer la Dorade, mounting ten carri

age guns, commanded by Emmanuel Ives le Roux, with a complement of

43 men. During the chase his Majesty's sloop Favourite joined to leeward,

and as we were chasing before the wind, the situation she came in rendered

it totally impossible for her to escape; but it was not until her main and

foretop-masts were shot away, (which I am much indebted to the Favourite

for) that she brought to. She is perfectly new, the first cruise out, and

sailed from the Isle de Bas the evening before, and has not made any

captures. I have the houour to be, &c.

J. R. LAPENOTIERE.

MAY 22.

Admiral Lord Gambier has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. a

letter which his lordship had received from Captain Hardyman, of his

Majesty's ship Arinide, inclosing one addressed by him to the Ilon. Rear

admiral Stopford, giving an account of an attack inade on the 4th inst. by

the boats of the said ship, assisted by those of the Cadmus sloop, and Mon

key and Daring gun-vessels, under the directions of Lieutenant Samuel Ro

berts, first of the Armide, upon an enemy's convoy of armed and coasting

vessels at the Isle of Rhe. Seventeen vessels were taken possession of,

thirteen of which were burnt, under a heavy fire from the batteries and

-armed vessels, and the others left on shore. -

Captain Hardyman highly commends the conduct of the officers and men

enployed on that service. Lieutenant Townley, of the Armide, was unfor

tunately killed on board an armed vessel which he had carried, whilst re

pelling an attack made upon her by two pinnaces of the enemy; two seamen

of the same ship, John Trueman and John Dempster, were also killed, and

three others severely wounded.

A letter has been received by Mr. Croker from Captain Cockburn, of

his Majesty's ship Implacable, giving an account of the Nonpareil schooner,

commanded by Lieutenant James Dickinson, having on the 10th instant

captured, after a sharp action of one hour and a quarter, off the river.Vi

laine, la Caumoniere, French national brig, carrying three long 12-pounders,

and two 24-pound carronades, with 61 men.

MAY 26.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-admiral Sir John Borlase Warren, K. B. Con

mander-in-chief of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Halifar, to John

Wilson Croker, Esq. dated at Bermuda, the 21st February, 1910.

SIR,

I inclose, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admi

ralty, the copy of a letter from Lieutenant Peter Proctor, an old officer of

much merit, commanding his Majesty's schooner the Thistle, detailing the

account of an action with the Dutch national corvette de Hawik, cont

manded by a lieutenant of marine. The prize is a large East India built

ship, of very warlike appearance; and the good conduct and bravery dis

F. by lieutenant Pructor, his officers, and men, in attacking a ship of

her size and force, and their perseverance under many difficulties, will, I

trust, entitle then to their lordships' favour.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN BORLASE WARREN.
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- SIR, - . Thistle, at Sea, February 11, 1810. ,

Yesterday morning we hove in sight of a slip, which, upon being cha-ed.

manoeuvred suspiciously, and excited our best endeavours to coine up wit

her. After a chase to windward of seven hours and a half, the superior

sailing of his Majesty's schooner under my command brought us alongside;

and the moment I hailed, the straiger hoisted Dutch colours, commenced

action, and attempted to run us down. We were fully prepared to meet

him; and avoiding his bows, continued to engage so closely, and with such

good effect, that in the course of an hour the enemy made sail, and endca

voured to escape before the wind. We were thus brought into running

fight for, four hours, when I had the pleasure to find the Batavian flag was

hauled down, being hailed that they had struck.

On taking possession of our capture, we found she was the Dutch

national corvette de Havik, commanded by Mynher J. Sterling, lieutenant

of marine, mounting 10 guns, pierced for 13, with 52 men, and having on

board the Batavian Admiral Buyskes, with his suite, late lieutenant-go

vernor and commander-in-chief at Batavia, from that island bound to New

York, and partly loaded with spices and indigo.

One man on board the enemy was killed, the admiral and scven men

badly wounded. The loss on the part of the Thistle was Samuel Hobbs, a

private marine, killed; myself and six men wounded.

At an early part of the action three of ºur carronades were dismounted,

but the gallant conduct of every one of my crew readily replaced this da

mage, bravely emulating each other in supporting the superiority of the

British flag. - -

I am, &c. - -

P. PROCTOR, Lieut. and Com.

MAY 29.

Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez has transmitted to John Wilson Cro

ker, Esq. a letter he had received from Captain Reynolds, of his Majesty's

ship the Tribune, giving an account of his having, on the 12th iust. faiien

in, of Mandal, on the coast of Norway, with four !)anish brigs, two of 20

guns each, one of 18, and one of 16; which, after a severe action of

two hours, made all possible sail for the shore, and owing to the damages

sustained by the Tribune in her sails, and the want of wind, escaped

amongst the rocks. - -

Eight men and one boy (named in the margin”) were killed on board the

Tribune, and 13 men wounded. The loss of the enemy is supposed to have

been considerable. f -

JUNE 5. -

Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez has transmitted to John Wilson Cro

ker, Esq. a letter he had received from Captain Sayer, of his Majesty's

sloop the Raleigh, giving an account of his having, in company with the

Alban and Princess of Wales cutters, engaged off the Scaw, on the 23d of

last in nth, a Danish flotilia of seven gun-boats, one of which was blown

up, and the rest dispersed, greatly damaged. - -

And also a letter from Captain Watts, of his Majesty's sloop the Wood

lark, reporting the destruction of a Danish cutter privateer the Swan, of

six guns and 35 men, on the 27th of the same month, under the protection

of batteries and field-pieces on the Island of Lassoc, by the boats of the

Woodlark, commanded by Lieutenant Thouas Crawford.

-

* Lawrence Higgins, William P. Road, Thomas Chapman, and Jºseph

Nutbur, ordinary seamen; Nicholas Johan, William Cordery, David Powel,

and Benjamin Isaacs, marines; Patrick Peterson, boy.
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Vice-admiral Douglas has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, F-q. a

letter from Captain Farquhar, of his Majesty's ship the Desirée, giving an

account of an attack made on the night of the 29th of last month, by the

boats of that ship, with those of the Quebec, Britomart sloop, and Bold

gun-brig, under the directions of Lieutenant Samuel it adford, of the Desi

rée, upon some armed vessels of the enciny lying in the Vlie; one of which,

a French lugger, of six guns and 26 men, was driven on shore aid burnt,

and the following vessels captured and brought out, viz.

A French lugger, of 12 guns and 42 men;

A French schuyt privateer, of 4 guns and 17 men;

A Dutch gun-boat;

And a small row-boat;

Captain Farquhar highly commends the good conduct of Lieutenant

Radford, and the other officers and men emplºyed on the occasion. , No

loss was sustained on our part: the encºuy had one man killed, aud three

wounded.

J C N E 9.

Ertract of a Letter frºm Pice-admiral Sir James Sºmarcz, K. B. to John

Wilson Croker, Esq. dated on board his Majesty's Ship Victory, in Hawke

Roads, Gottenburg, May 28, 1810.

His Majesty's sloop Woodlark, on the 26th inst. chased on shore and

destroyed a Danish cutter privatcer, off Hadstrand, mounting eight 24

pounder carronades, with a crew of 35 men, under the protection of the

enemy's batterics and armed vessels. -

Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez has trans: litted to John Wilson Cro

ker, Esq. a letter he had received from Captain Robinson, of his Majesty's

sloop Prometheus, giving an account of his having captured at the entrance

of the Sound, on the 24th of last month, two Danish privateers, one a

lugger, of three guns and 30 men, and the other a schooner of three guns

and 16 men, both of which had been out about a fortnight, without

making any capture. -

- JUNE 16.

Admiral Lord Gambier has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. a

letter from Captain Hotham, of his Majesty's ship the Defiance, giving an

account of the boats of that ship, under the directions of Lieutenants Wil.

liain Style and George Hutchinson, having on the 1st inst. after a pursuit of

six hours rowing, captured and brought out from under two batteries at

Belleisle, and the fire of some field pieces and armed vessels, three chasse

marécs, laden with wine and rosin, for l'Orient.

JUNE 19.

Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez has transmitted to John Wilson Cro.

ker, Esq. three letters which he had received from Captain Mason, con

manding his Majesty's ship the Fisgard, giving an account of the capture

. destruction of the underinentioned privateers by the boats of that

ship, viz.

Juliana Danish privateer, of six guns and 23 men, captured on the 20th

of April, off Wismar; º

Ziska Danish privateer, of six guns and 40 men, destroyed on the 30th of

April off Trindefen;

l A small schooner privateer, of one gun, captured at the same time and

place;

And a privateer of two guns, name unknown, under French colours,

captured on the 5th of June, at Warnemuynde,
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łęromotion 2 and ºppointmentg.

The Gazette of June 2 contains his Majesty's permission to Sir James

Lucas Yeo, Knt. commander of the royal Portuguese military order of St.

Bento d’Avis, to assume certainarmorial bearings, in honorary compen

sation for his gallant cºnduct at various times, but particularly in attacking

the town and forts of El Muros, on the coast of Spain, on the 4th of June,

1805. He led this attack with 50 men against 250, killed the governor

with his own hand, and compelled the enemy to surrender. His Majesty

has since been pleased to confer upon him the order of British

knighthood.

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Sir Richard Strºchan is appointed to the chief command in the East

Indies, instead of Admiral Keates, who was belore named for that

station.

Sir Edward Pellew is appointed to the command off Flushing.

Sir J. T. Duckworth wiłł hoist his flag on board the Antelope at Torbay.

Sir Isaac Coffin is going out a passenger with Sir John, to Newfoundland,

to visit his (the Magdalen) islands.

Sir Joseph Sidney Yorke is appointed one of the Directors of Greenwich

Hospital, in the room of Yºr. Joseph Hunt.

Mir. Robinson, who has lately been appointed one of the Lords of the

Admiralty, succeeds Lord Lowther.

Vice-adiniral Sir Robert Calder, Bart. is appointed commander-in-chief

at Plymouth, vice Admiral Young.
-

Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Williams, Bart. has hoisted his flag in the Bal

tic station.

Captain Dunbar, R.N. has received the honour of knighthood.

Captain Peter Paget to be a commissioner of the navy at Madras.

Captain Jenkins, who was wounded in the Ambuscade, is appointed to

Greenwich Hospital, vice Lynne, deceased: Captain Hudson to the Regu

lus; S. F. Digby to the Theban; Thomas Fife to the Cadmus;—

Phillimore to the Diadom; Captain Tomkinson to the Caledon; Thomas

Everard to the Port Mahon ; John Tancock to the Mercury; — Hus

kisson to the Blºnde; Hon. Captain Percy to the Hotspur; Captain lye

to the Nyºphe; James Bowen to the Phoenix, vice Mudge; Captain Alis.
- - -

>

-

ten, of the Indian, is promoted to a post captain, and appointed to the

Swiftstre, vi e Conn, deceased; Captain Jane, late acting commander of

the Observateur, to the Indian; Captain Carden to the Mars: Lord William

Fitzroy to the Macedonian: Captain C. Schomberg to the Astrea; Captain

Chetham to the Leyden: Captain Warde to the Panterer: Captain Coe to

the North Star: Captain Henderson to the Eclipse, cice Creyk, ill; Cap.

tain Bowles (acting) to the Medu-a; Captain James Nash to the Salvadºr

del Mundo, the flag ship of Sir Robert Calder; Captain Philip Browne, of

the Plover, is promoted to a post captain; Captain Corbett, late of the

Bourbonaise, is appºinted to the Africaine frigate; Captain Galloway to

the Princess, vice Rilwick; Captain G. Davies to the Sapphire, vice Gor

dºn; Captain Swaine to the Philomel; Captain Campbell to the Helicon;

Captain Harward to the Christian VII. the flag-ship of Sir Edward Pellew;

Captain Clay to the Nymphe; Captain Rosenhagen to the Resistance;

Hon. Captain W. Gordon to the Nereide; Captain B. Walker to the The.

tis, vice Captain Miller, come home sick; Captain Pechell to the Ro

samond.

The Recruit sloop of war, Captain Senhouse, takes convoy to New- ...,
foundland.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed. -

Lieutenant John Price (1) is appointed flag-lieutenant to Admiral Sir
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Roger Curtis, Bart. rice Lieutenant Willian Stewart (2), who is appointed

flag-lieutenant to Sir Charles Cotton, in the Alediterranean.

Lieutenant G. W. Willes, of his Majesty's ship Spartan, is promoted to a

commander, for his great bravery a few months since in the Bay of

Naples.

Lieutenant C. Hoskins is appointed to the Rota; Lieutenant Dyer to the

Driver.

Mr. Folgecombe is appointed to be purser of the Tourterellc, rice Dyne,

dismissed.

Frederick Warsley to the Elizabeth ; Richard Pawle to the Sabine;

Tobert Andoe to the Elizabeth; Samuel Hoskins to the Rota; John

Brawne (2) to the Mercury; Jamcs Mould to the Venerable ; John Crashe

to the Pandora; James Gallichau to the Minotaur; Edward S. Cosgrave

to the Minerva; Thomas Prickett to the Gladiator; John Baikie to the

Dictator; Walter Pike to the Achates; Win. E. Wright to the Donegal;

Thomas B. Clowes to the Hamadryad; John Scriven to the Valiant; Tho

mas Mitchell (1) to the Thalia; Robert James Gordon to the Leveret;

Itichard Itawle to the Clio; Wm. Hutchinson (2) to the Thisbe ; Edward

B. Watson to the Favorite; John Moore (4) to the Tisiphone ; Henry

Forbes to the Nymphe; Richard R. Bowden to the Courageux; James A.

Murray to the Unicorn; William Parker to the Savage; Timothy Major to

the Vulture; John Forbes (2) to the Antelope; Balch N. Hoar to the

Leda ; Hon. James Arbuthnot to the Surveillante; Thomas W. Carne to

the Philomel; Robert Dixon to the Brisk; Joseph Thompson to the Me

dusa; Peter Blake to the Talbot.

Thomas Sibbald, midshipman, passed for lieutenant in London the first

Wednesday in June.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

Mr. Dunn, surgeon of the hospital ship at Cork, is appointed surgeon of

the prison hospital at Forton, in the room of Dr. Burnett, who is appointed

inspector of hospitals and physician to the Mediterraucan fleet.

Thomas Downey to the Thisbe; James Hall to the Dauntless; David

Ross to the Papillion; Archibald Robertson to the Pioneer; Michael

O'Brien to the Jason; James Fletcher to the St. Antonio; Richard Wood

thorpe to the Dwarf cutter; Garden Milne to the Cadmus; W. M'Laugh

lin to the Elizabeth; William Boyce to the Mercury; Andrew Gemmell to

the Christian VII. Isaac Butt to the Trent 11.S.; — M’Cully to the

Amsterdam; C. O'Brien to the Racoon; D. Boyter to the Rifleman; Tho

mas Logan to the Tygress; James Holmes to the Heureux; Samuel Bailey

to the Astrea; M. O'Brien to the Maccdonian; James Holmes to the Ban

terer; John Todd to the Rinaldo; Thomas Deas to the Africaine; James

Young to the North Star; James Grahain to the Venerable; John Urqu

hart to the Brisk; T. C. Roylance to the Regulus; George Moon to the

Tweed; David Steel to the Achates; James Little to the Salvador del

Mundo.

Assistant-Surgeons, &c. appointed.

Andrew Hutchison to the Aboukir: Joseph Seed to the Furious; John

O'Donnell to the Caledonia; Francis Marsh to the Macedonian; W. S.

Thomas to the Astrea; George Irwin to be an hospital inate at Porchester

castle; Robert Anderson to be ditto; Rodolphus Kent to the Valiant;

William Rogers to the Dreadnought; George Sylvester to the Lion; C.

Mortimer to the Bruiser G.B.; G. H. Weatherhead to the Pallas; G. A.

Waters to the Trial cutter; G. C. Tegetemier to proceed to the Mediter

rânean; Mauritius Power to the Poictiers; John Stephenson to the Medi

terranean; A. N. Murray to ditto; Benjamin Nicholson to ditto; William

r
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Barr to ditto; P. Beyle to ditto; E. D. Lewis to ditto; Thomas Foggan to

the Implacable; James Cowan to the Armide; Adam Scott to the Ber

wick; Adam Young to the Undaunted; Ebenezer Redford to the Havock

G.B.; John Thomson to the Lavinia; John Davis to the Ethalion: John

Bremuer to the Christian VII.; James O'Reilly to the Tickler cutter;

Thomas Swanston to the Trusty ; James Clark to the Itoyal William

Thomas Downer to the Antelope; Gilbert King to the Centaur; Thomas

Paterson to the Saldanha; George Itoberts to the Nisus; John Howe to

the Royal William.

BIRTHS. - -

fately, at Gosport, the lady of Captain M'Kinley, R.N. of a daughter.

At his house, Beaufort-row, Chelsea, the lady of Captain Butterfield,

R.N. of a daughter.

At Catherington House, the lady of Captain Halkett, R.N. of a still

born child. -

MAIRRMAGES. -

Lately, the Rev. G. Massey, rector of Whittington, Gloucestershire, to

Miss Frodsham, daughter of the late Captain Frodsham, R.N.

At Bermuda, Lieutenant Miller, resident agent of transports, to Miss

Tucker.

At Bermuda, Lieutenant Fisher, of the Martin, to Miss Howard, miece of

Mr. Bunce, master shipwright at that island.

At Plyinouth, Captain Senhouse, R.N. to Miss Manley, daughter of

Vice-admiral Manley.

Mr. Aitken, surgeon of his Majesty's ship Suffolk, to Miss Carter, of

Portsea, formerly of Itchenor. . .”

June 5, at Stoke Church, Plymouth, James M*Farlane, Esq. purser in

his Majesty's navy, to Miss Elms, of Ford-house, near Plymouth Dock.

June 14, at Stoke Church, Plymouth, by the Rev. John Hawker, Mr.

John Tickell, of his Majesty's ship la Seine, to Miss Mary M'Kenzie, of

Plymouth.

June 16, in London, W. F. Wise, Psq. post captain in the royal navy, to

Fanny, only daughter of W. Grenfel, Esq. -

May 26, at St. George's, Hanover-square, Mr. F. Lewis, purser of the

royal navy, to Miss M. Exley, of Mount-street, Grosvenor-square.

Captain Fisher, of his Majesty's ship Racehorse, to Miss E. Rivett Car

nac, of Wimpole-street.

May 31, Captain Humphreys, of the royal navy, to Miss Brooke, of

Cheshire. -

At Birbury, in Warwickshire, Captain William Parker, R.N. nephew of

Earl St. Vincent, to Frances Anne, youngest daughter of Sir Theophilus Bid

dulph, Bart. -

OBITUARY.

On the 24th of June, at the house of her son, Frederick Place, Walworth,

after a lingering and painful illuess of 14 years, Margaretta Hay Lee, relict

of Captain John Lee, of the royal navy. Her kindly inelung heart was

alive to every want, and every woe; she would even inpart the balm of
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pity to guilt, when in distress. Her affectionate solicitude for her offsprinz

could not be surpassed, and extreme grief for the loss of one was the cause

of all her sufferings. Her mind was strong and elevated to the last. She

was superior to the smiles or frowns of fortune. When injured or offended

she never tried to unaintain her dignity by vengeance: the sweet beniguity

of her disposition irresistibly bound in the strongest bonds of friendship,

all who knew her, and the amiable and virtuous principles she always incul

ented, are indeliblv engraven on the heart of him, whºm her soul adored,

* and who will cherish her memory whilst he has the powers of recollection.

At Hertford, on the 23d of May, of a decline, occasioned by the rupture

of a blood vessel when on duty, Captain F. O. G. Skinner, late corrmander

of the Trinculo, in the 26th year of his age. ºr -

At the Cape of Good Hope, on the 24th of January last, Mr. Michael

G. Radet, surgeon of the Caledon. -

At Chichester, after a short illness. aged 48, Captain Cracraft, R.N.

commander of the Sca Fencibles on the coast of Sussex. -

Lately, Mr. Joseph Jones, purser of the Elephant.

May 19, in the prime of life, after a lingering illness, which she bore with

truly chiistian fortitude, Miss Hall, daughter of Adumiral llail, at For

point. -

May 23, at the Navy Hotel, Plymouth, Mr. William Pritchard, purser of
the Acteon.

i In June, aged 86 years, George Bowen, Esq. of Lwyngwair, in Wales,

father of the late Captain George Bowen of his Majesty's ship Trusty, who

died at Portsmouth, and uncle to Vice-admiral Bowen.

June 20, aged 23, Thomas John Wells, Esq. eldest son of Vice-admiral

Wells. . . . - * - -

At Plymouth, June 15, Captain Richard Morice, R.N.—IIe was made a

post captain in the year 1791.

At Caton Hain, Lieutenant Easton, of the royal navy, of a consumption,

caught by severe service in the North Sea. His family have lost a must

aniable relation, and his country an excellent officer.

. At Plymouth, Major Monteith, of the royal marine corps.

At Falmouth, aged 20, Mr. Sautuel Kidd, son of Captain John Kidd, of

the Princess Elizabeth packet. -

Lately, at Antigua, Captain C. White, of the royal navy, commissioner

of the Dock-yard at St. John's. - . . -

On the 7th of June, sºldcºly, at Langare, Carmarthenshire, Captain

M. Langbarue, of the royal ha. * - --

Lately, at Malta, Captaic John Pengelly, of the Eyderen brig of war.

June 21, Mr. Samuel Wood, quarterman in the Dock-yard at Plymouth.

Lieutenant Collier, of the Achille, was wounded in one of the gun-boats

off Cadiz the 26th of Ajay, and died of his wounds the 30th following.—

A musket-ball entered his breast and passed out at his back, as He was

boarding a ship. He was son of the late T. Collier, Esq. of Portsea. He

has left a young widow to gricve his loss. . . -

- May 4, Captain Conn, of his Majesty's ship Swiftsure, drowned, by fallinoverboard in chase of the Bermuda Islands. ---, , by &

At sea, Mr. Charles Hammoºd, purser of his Majesty's ship Africaine.
-

-** * * *

*
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of Virginia, 274. Resigns the American

command, returns to England, and

strikes his flag, 275. Made admiral of

the blue, ib. Dies, ib. Heraldic par

ticulars of, ib.

Ardaseer, loss of the, by fire, 279.

Armada, launch of the, 277.

Armide, gallant exploit of the boats of the,

452.

Arrowsmith's chart of the dangers in the

Channel between Sardinia, Sicily, an

Africa, an account of, 310. -

Asia, loss of the, 190.

Azores, description of the, 242.

* B.

Benbow, Admiral, anecdote of 890.

Berkely, Admiral, remarks on the address

of, to his constituents, 461.

Berlin, capture and recapture of the, 280.

Boat-cloak, anecdote respecting a, 388.

Bosson, disappearance of the island of,

187. -

Bourbon, capture of the isle of,68, 251.

Bowen, Captain Richard, portrait and

memoir of, 353. Commences his pro

ſessional life in the merchant service,

ib. Serves in the Emerald frigate, and

in the Lightning fire-ship, and in the

Foudroyant, 354, Made lieutenant

(acting) in the Foudroyant, and in the

Artois; serves, as master's-unate, in the

Pegase; goes to the West Indies in the

Adamant, ou promotion; is thrice dis

appointed of having his rank confirmed;

returns to England, joins the Royal

Sovereign, and is again disappointed,

856. Serves in the West Indies, as

acting lieutenant, is once more disap

pointed, and relinquishes the pursuit

of promotion, 357. Commands the

Dominica, studies mathematics, &c. ib.

Confirmed as lieutenant, in the Prince,

3 x
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ib. Serves in the Stately, 858. Com

mands the Atlantic, on a voyage to New

South Wales, ib., Serves with Sir J.

Jervis, in the Boyne, 359. Commands

the guard and gun-boats at the siege of

Martinique, ib. Distinguishes himself

by attacking the Bien Venu, French

frigate, 360. Made commander in the

Zebra, and post-captain in the Veteran,

362. Goes to America, in the Terpsi

chore, 363. Relieves the Daedalus, in

- the Chesapeak; returns to Guadaloupe,

and assists at the evacuation of that

island, ib. Wounded in the face, 364.

Returns to England with despatches,

and is employed in the North Sea, 366.

Commands a small squadron off Gibral

tar, ib. Engages and captures the

Mahonesa, 367, 368. Presented with a

piece of plate, by the merchants at

Lloyd's, 869. Captures a Spanish ship,

from Monte Video, 370. Engages la

Vestale, French frigate, 371. Attacks the

Santissima Trinidada, 373. Reconnoi

tres Teneriffe, and directs the second

bombardment of Cadiz, under Nelson,

374. Killed at Teneriffe, 375. Heral

dic particulars of, 379.

*

Bravery, British, historical instance of, -

35.

Britannia, loss of the, 483.

Buonaparte, notice of the marriage of,

* 337. Jeu d'esprit respecting, 389.

C.

*_*: * -
-

Capiz, view of, 45. Plan of the city of,

*... 473.

Calder, Sir R. reinarks on the reinstate

ment of, 464'

Cannon-ball, motto for a, 283.

- Canoniere, la, account of, 182.

Capture and recapture, remarkable in

stance of, 280.

Castel-a Mare, view and description of,

241,

Ceuta taken possession of, by the English,

328,

Charlton, capture of the, 448.

Chatham, Earl, statement of the proceed

ings of, in the Scheldt expedition, 222.

Cintra, view and description of,309.

Cochrane, Lord, character of, 181. Epi

gram on the parliamentary conduct of

* 289. Remarks on a speech of, in Par

liament, respecting the protection of

our trade, 462.

Collingwood, Lord, addenda to the memoir

of, 379. Original letter of, to the Pub

lisher of the Naval Chronicle, 380.

Fac-simile of the hand-writing of, 382.

Account of the funeral of, 383, Notice

respecting the coffin of, 448.

Columbus, the house of, 96.

Commerce, Russian, between Asia and

America, 283.

Commous, House of, comparative state of

naval and military officers in the, 390.

Cornwall, Captain, description of the mo

nument of, in Westminster Abbey, 376.

CornEspendence, 37, 103, 188,285, 390,

455.

Cottages, Sea, plan for erecting, 459.

Courts MARTIAL (Naval)-On Captain

J. Spearing, for embezzling the mess

money, 85. Mr. N. Taylor, for an un

natural crime, 172. Captain Warwick

Lake, for putting a seaman on shore, on

the desert island Sombrero, 261. E.

Sangater, gunner, for disobedience of

orders, 262. Captain Burton, for the

loss of the Wild-boar sloop, 262. Mr.

P. Grant, for un-officer like eonduct,

262. A seaman of the Desirée, for

mutinous language, &c. 262. The offi

cers and crew of the Juno, 345. Eight

petty officer's and seamen of the Naiad,

for mutiny, 346. Mr. I. P. Barrell,

purser of the Captain, for withholding

part of the ship's company's allowance

of provisions, 346. J. Stephens, car

penter of the Rattle-snake, for disobedi

ence, &c. 847. Mr. N. Denham mas

ter of the Daphne, for absenting himself

from the ship, contrary to orders, 847.

Captain Pakenham, for the loss of the

Greyhound, 436. Lieutenant W. Arch

bold, for unofficer-like conduct, 437.

Mr. Littlepage, carpenter of the Hazard,

for disobedience, mutiny, &c. 437.

Mr. J. Anderson, master of the Gras

hopper, for drunkenness, 437.

Crow, Mr. plan of the new log-machine of,

486.

Cuba, horrors of a desert island on the

coast of, 474.

D.

*

DAN1sh naval officers, number of, em

ployed, 390.

Darby, Vice-admiral, portiait and memoir

of, 89. Commands the Warwick, Ald

borough, Norwich, and Devonshire, ib.

Serves at the bombardment of Havre de

Grace and in America, ib. Serves with

Admiral Rodney, at the attack of Marti

nique, and returns to Pingland with the

... news of the surrender of that island, 90.

Made a rear, and, subsequently, a
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sce-admiral, ib. Serves in the Channel

fleet, and presides at the trial of Sir H.

"Palliser, ib. Succeeds Sir F. Geary, as

Commander in-chief of the Channel

fleet, made a Lord of the Admiralty,

“and returned M. P. for Plymouth, ib.

Sails for the relief of Gibraltar, .91.

Returns to England, 92. Strikes his

flag, succeeds Sir G. Rodney, as rear

admiral of Great Britain, is elected one

of the elder brethren of the Trinity

House, and made vice-admiral of the

red, 93. Dies, ib. Heraldic particulars

of, ib.

Diamond, loss of the, 480.

Drowning, preservative against, 32.

Duelling, remarks on, 400.

Duncan, Captain H. various letters on ser

vice from, 390.

s

E

+Arthquake at the Cape of Good Hope,
187.

Eels, electrical, 95.

Emigration, dreadful effects of 94,

Escape, remarkable, of an English officer,

from France, 33.

Etna, eruption of, 29.

Europe, the, proceedings on board of,

during the action between the Streat

ham, Europe, and Lord Keith, and la

Caroline French frigate, 97, 99.

Eustatiua, St. surrender of,431, 434.

F.

Farmer, Captain, gallantry and remarkable

death of, 2. -

Frow Marta, loss of the, 309.

Futty Allebhoy, loss of the, 480.

G.

GUApaloupe, particulars of the capture

of, 339.

Green Island, new light-house on, 297.

II.

Half-pay of naval-officers, letters respect

ing the, 194, 290.

Harlequin, loss of the, l 11.

Helena, St. old description of 337.

Hemp, wool substituted for, 33.

Hewit, Hannah, account of the fictitious

shipwreck of, 465.

Holloway, Vice-admiral, complimentary

address of the merchants of Newfound

hand to, 105.

* - a

Hope, loss of the, S09. -

Hydrography, 44, 340, 415,489. " …,
-

º -.

Ignition, spontaneous, instance of, 448.

Islands, situation of, in the Pacific Ocean,

415. >

J. .*

Jaffa, journal of an excursion from, to

Jerusalem,297.

Jeffery, a seaman, left on the Island

Soimbrero, 386. - ?

Justice, paternal, instance of, 384.

K.

KEITH, Lord, the §. Europe).

King George, loss of the, 483. ..

Knees, iron, substituted for wood, in the

navy, 112.

L.

LADrones, exploits of the, 278.

Leda, escape of the,483.

Letter to the Editor, respecting the Sea

Fencibles, 37.

—to the same, enclosing a letter to Lord

Mulgrave, on badges of honour for naval

officers, 41. º

to the same, from Sir J. Senhouse,

proposing a plan for navigating of

vessels up or down rivers in the night,

103.

to Vice-admiral Holloway, from the

merchants of Newfoundland, 105. … *

— to the Editor, enclosing a list of the

Commanders and Knights of the Order

of the Tower and Sword, 106.

— to the same, enclosing resolutions

of thanks from the Bombay merchants

te. Sir E. Pellew, 107. . .

to the same, with an account of Cap

tain Manby's mode of obtaining a coun

munication with shipwrecked vessels,

188, 992.

to the same, enclosing Captain Tre

menheere's account of the loss of the

| Asia, 100.

— to the same, respecting a mermaid,

from the Grecian Archipelago, 194.

— to the same, enclosing a letter to

Lord Mulgrave, respecting the half-pay

of naval officer's, 194, 290. .

— to the same, from Captain Sneyd, on

giving vessels head-way in a calm, 196.

— to the same, enclosing Captain Jultip
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ion between thear's account of an -

$.º a Freuch man of war,

'in io97; and a ſist of the English line

“of-battle, off Brest, in that year, 197.

-: to the ... i.º.: Azore

Islands, 242. . . . . . . . . .
— to the same, with§§§.

relating to the family of Sir W.S. Smith,
- 285. ". . . . . . . . .

– to the same, on the Parliamentary

“duties of naval officers, 287.

*— to the same, enclosing Captain Tom

º: ofi. conduct, t

... disputing the right of la Nymphe and the

- *:::::: share for§ de Oro,

taken by the Lord Hawke, letter of

* marque, 292.

on service, from Captain H. Duncan,

390. - -

— to the same, from Mr. Barclay,

master of the Thunderer, relating the

* remarkable escape of that ship from

being wrecked, 398.

— to the Right Hon.S. Perceval, on the

appointment of Major-general of ma

rines, 398... º

— to the Editor, on duelling, 400.

to the same, respecting the claims of

3 naval officers, for extra expenses, in

curred in service on shore, 455.

— to the same, with a plan for erecting

cottages for decayed mariners on the

sea coast,459.

-- to the same, on the Parliamentary

“duties of naval officers, &c. 461.

— to the same, with an account of the

destruction of some Sallee pirates, 464

— to the same, with an account of the

fictitious shipwreck of Hannah Hewit,

465. -

-— to the same, with a plan of Mr

'*'Crow's new log-machine, 486. .

—s, two, from Lord Nelson to Sir I

*Coffin, 388. * * º • *

Lewellyn, Captain and M reservation

tº." " * ,

Light-hbuse, a new, on Grech, Island

277. -

ag machine, plan of Mr. Crow's new,

ºf 486. -

ºyalty, Spanish, 282. . .

.*** - tº “… . . M. "

MAEISTROM, account of the,885.

Mältese hostility, instance of, 101,

Manby, Captain, particulars relating to his
ſ.# obtaining. from.

shipwrecked vessels, 188,291.

to the same, enclosing various letters |

Marines, remarks on the ºppointment of

major-general of 898. , -

Martin's St. surrender of 431. …'.

Matagorda, Fort, surrender of, to the

French,420. -

Maura, Št surrender of, to General

Oswald, 421. -

Mercury, quick passage of the, from Eng".

land to Alexandria, $6.

Mermaid, exhibition of a, from the Grecian

Archipelago, 194. *.*

s, proofs of the existence of,

186.

Meteoric stones, fall of, at sea, 96.

Minerva, engagement of the, with a fleek

of Juaseme dows, 281.

Motto, a, for a cannon-ball, 283. .

Mulgrave, Lord, letter to, respecting the

half-pay of naval officers, 195.

N.

Naples, action in the gulph of,452.

Nautilus, loss of the, 404,481.

Naval AxEcDoTES, CoMMERCIAL HINTs,

REcollections, &c, 29, 94, 181,276,

384,448.

Architecture. improvements in,

—- Events, chronological sketch of,

in 1809, 62.

History of The YEAR,

67, 147, 244, 327,420, 500.

LITERATURE.-Thornton's present

state of Turkey, 46, 138. Pott's obser

vations on Matters of Prize, 54. Clarke

and M*Arthur's life of Lord Nelson, 56,

318. Captain Foote's vindication, 312.

Poetry.—The Slave, 65. Naval

Promotion, 66. Elegy, written before

Flushing, 144. Lines to the author of

the preceding elegy, 145. Blocks and

crockery, ib. Song, by John Carnegie,

146. Extracts from the Delusions, of

Hope, 323. Fitzgerald's lines on the

death of Lord Collingwood, 826. Ex

tracts from the Lady of the Lake, 417.

Ode to the memory of the officers and

men who fell in the battle of Trafalgar,

. .419. , The Hero of the Nile, 494.

Additional, verse to God save the King,

495. Moore's translation of the 57th

Ode ofAnacreou,495. , Victory of Ad

iniral Hawke, 497. Lines on the death

of Captain Crawley, 498. Ode for his

Majesty's birth-day, 499

—- State Papers, 113, 200, 301,471.

P.

1810,

| PARAcELs, account of a trip to the,489.
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Parliament, proceedings in, 69,149,347,

329, 42%, 502. ' * * * -

Pellew, Sir E. resolutions of thanks to,

*from the merchants of Bombay, 107.

Perceval, the Right Hon.S. letter to, on the

appointment of major-general of ma

rines, 398. -

Penguin (see Bosson).

Philosophical PAPERs, 109,486.

Piracy, Turkish, instance of, 102.

Pomeque, attack on the island of, 458.

tº:

tº

Porchester, Lord, maval officers, who voted |

on the motion of, respecting the Scheldt ||

expedition; 284.

Postage, suggestion to remove the expense ||

of, in the navy, 463.

Princessa, breaking up of the, 186.

Prison-ships, regulations of, 187.

R.

º

º

Iłevision, naval, origin and progress of

the board of,491.

lticketts, Captain, letter from, on the use of

rockets, in obtaining a communication

with shipwrecked vessels, 291.

Rockets, on the use of, in obtaining a

communication with shipwrecked ves

sals, 188,291. º
º * a

-ex.

8ABA, surrender of, 431,435.

8allee, pirates, destruction of,464.

Scheldt expedition, state papers relating to

the, 115, 200, 301. -

Sea Fencibles, remarks on the, 87. “

Seal island (see Bosson). --

Senhouse, Sir J. plan of, for navigating of

vessels up or down rivers in the night,

103

Serpent, sea, account of a, 109. **'.

$ha ks, surprising circumstance respecting,
- 185. as -

Shoals, accounts of, in the Oriental Seas,

45.948 sº - -

Shipwreck.—Of the Harlequin, 111. Of

the Hope, and of the Frow Marta, 309.

* Of theº 404, 481. Of the Dia

mond, and of the Futty Allebhoy, 480.

Of the King George, and of the Britan

ºf nia, with the escape of the Leda, 483.

iOf the Albion, 486. .

Ships, list of, launched in 1809, 148.

Shuldham, Lord, portrait and inenbir of,

441. Made post-captain in the Sheer

ness, ib. Commands the Seaford, and

the Warwick, ib. Falls in with D'Au

bigny's squadron, by which the War

- e.

- -

the Panther, and,º to the West

Indies, with Commodoré Hughes, 442.
Returns to England, 443. Appoin ted to

the Raisonable, and serves in the expadi

tion against Mártinique, 443, 444.

Lºses the Raisonºple on a jeef of rocks,
444. Serves asiºn in the Fou

droyant, 445. Coimmands the Corn

wall, and the Royal Oak, ib., Made

Cominodore, in the Panther, and ap

gº." governor of Newfoundland, ib.

axes the crew of the Dispatch, ib.

Brings home an Esquinaux chief,tib.

Made a rear-admiral, and elected M.P.

for Fowey, ib. Made a vice-admiral,

446. Hists his flag in the Chateam, as

commander in-chief on the Atherican

station, ib. Conveys General. Howe's
army from Halifax to New York, ib.

Made an Irish baron, ib. Returns to

England, and hoists his flag in the Fou

droyant. ib. Made port-admiral at

Plymouth, attains the rank of Admiral of

the White, and dies, at Lisbon, 447.

Heraldic particulars of, b. ' '...
|Siberia, New, account of, 182. . ***

Sumith, Sir W.S. particulars relating
family of, 285. - -

Sneyd, Captain, inve

to the

ntion of, for giving

vessels head-way in a calm, 196. .

Speech, the King's, at the opening of Par

liament, 69. º, ºn

STATE Papers, Naval, 118.300,301.

Strachan, Sir J. narrative of the proceed

ings of, in the Scheldt expedition, in an
swer to Lord Chatham's statement, 329.

Character of, 276. . . . . . .''

Streatham, the (see Europe) . ." .

- yºu: ºf oſt

T. -a,”

** * . . . . taº. ºº --

Tarrasºtix, capture of the settlement

" ***........", a . . . …—

fenerifi, Nelson's unsuéessful expedition
against, 9. -

*

Terpsichore, the, and I'vestle, view of

the action between, in 1796,404. lui

Thaſhes, alterations in the bed of the, 163

Thunderer, uniraculous escape of the, 398.

Tomlinson, 'Captain, viadication of the

conduct of, for disputing the right of la

Nymphe and the Aurora, to share for

I'Edad deoro, taken by the Lord Hawke,

letter of marque, 293. ... * -- rºta, M

Power and Swoºd, Order of the,Comman

dors and Knights of the, 106., 1...], tº

Treaty, a, between France aud Høiland
397, 471 tº tºº - ****

ºbº.º.ºts

wick is taken, 444, 442. Appointed to Troubtidge, Sir Thom portrait inc
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moir of 1. Fnters the naval service on

board the Seahorse, 2. Made a lieute

nant, master and commander, and post

captain, 3. Serves in the action at Pon

dicherry, ib. Marries Mrs. Itichardson,

4. Commands the Thames, in India, ib.

Returns to England, and is appointed to

the Castor, ib. Taken by the French,

and retaken by the Carysfort, Captain

* Laforey, 5. Commands the Culleden,

6. Descries the Spanish fleet, Feb. 14,

1797, ib. Receives the thanks of Parli

ament, and a gold medal, 9. Serves in

, the unsuccessful expedition against

Santa Cruz, 11. Assists at the hlockade

of Cadiz, 16. Joins Admiral Nelson, in

pursuit of the Toulon squadron, 17.

"Letter of, respecting the accident of the

Culloden, at the battle of the Nile, 19.

Arrives at Naples, 22. Left at Leghorn,

ib. Blockades Alexandria, takes a

French spy, joins Lord Nelson at Paler

mo, and commands a squadron off Na

ples, 23. Takes possession of Ischia

and Capri, 24; and of St. Elmo, Civita,

Vecchia, Connatto, and Tolfa, 26. Pre

sented with the Sicilian Order of St. Fer

dimand and of Meri, Returns to England,

serves as captain of the Channel fleet,

made a Lord of the Admiralty, promoted

º

to the rank of Rear admiral, and ap

pointed commander in chief at the Cape

of Good Hope, 27. Last intelligence

respecting, ib. Character of, by Lord

Nelson, 28. Fac-simiſe of the hand

writing of, ib. Heraldic particulars of,

29.

Turkey, present, state of, 46, 138.

V.

Valour, old English, instance of, 102.

Vernon, Adıniral, inscription on the monu

ment to the memory of,488.

Vincent, Earl St. private letter of, respect

ing the conduct of the Captains, Nelson,

Troubridge, &c. in the action of Feb. 14,

1797, 8. -

U.

UNITFd Kingdom, capture of the,448.

Ushant, curious remark, respecting the

death of the flag-officers, who command

ed in the battle of, 455.

W.

WAlcherr N, particulars of the evacua

tion of,77. -

Windham, capture of the, 450.

Wool substituted for hemp, 33.
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ARTHUR, Capt. R 85

Aylmer, Capt. 337

Ballard, Capt. V.V. 163,164.

166. 169, 170

Beckwith, Sir G. 341, 342

Bertie, Vice-adm. A. 251

Bligh, Capt. J. 171

Bouverie, Capt. 84. 170

Browne, Capt. P. 85

Cameron, Capt. H. 165

Caterau, governor, $44

Cleeve, Capt. W.43

Clephane,Capt.R. 74, 75

Cochrane, Sir A. 163, 164,

165. 167. 169. 341, 342,

343, 344, 345.431

Cockburn, Capt. 514

Collier, Sir G. R. 76

Collingwood, Lord, 72

Coode, Capt. 165

Cramer, Capt. J. 84

Don, Gen. G. 80

Duncan, Capt. 76

Elliott, Capt. 429

Ernouf, Gen. 344

Fahie, Capt. W. C. 433,434

Farquhar, Capt. 516

In Prix,

GAZETTE LETTERs.

*

Harvey, Capt. 338

Hawker, Capt. E. 167

Hawtayne, Capt. 435

Hayes, Capt. 429

Hotham, Capt. 516

Karesboom, Major, J. N.

434 ,

Keating, Lieut.-col. II. 258,

259,260

Keen, Capt. R. 336

Kerr, Capt. 337.436

Lapenstiere, I. R. 514

Lumley, Capt. 76

Macdonald, Capt. C. 75

Maitland, Capt. F. L. 436

Malcolm, Capt. 436

Mason, Capt. 516

Maunsell, Capt. 429

Maxwell, Capt. J. 76, 84.

338

Mends, Capt. R. 435

Michiel, Capt. H.258

Miller, Capt. G. 166

Mounsher, Capt. 436

J'Neill, Major H. 260

Otway, Rear-adm. W. A. 78

Owen, Commodore, E. W.

C. R. 78. 84. 79

Palmer, Capt. J. 171

Pilkington, Lieut.-col. R. 81

Prescott, Capt. 76.338 .

Proctor, Lieut. P. 515

Ramsay, Gen. G. W. 345

Redaud, Comunissary, 342,

343 *

Reynolds, Capt. 515 -

Robinson, Capt. 516

Rowley, Capt. J. 252.254.

258. 259

Sayer, Capt. G. 261

5ayer, Capt. 515 * -

Scott, Captain G. 430

Selby, Capt. W. 339

Stanfell, Capt. 429

Strachan, Sir R. J. 77. 79.

82 -

Stuart, Capt. J. 172

Walker, Capt. B, 168, 170

Watts, Capt. 515 .

Welsh, R. Lieut. 513

Wells, Lieut. T. 435

West, Capt. J.73

Worth, Capt. 436

Yorke, Capt. Sir J. S. 429.

431

*

Ferguson, Capt. 338

Hardyman, Capt. 514

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

DAMS, i.ieut. J. 349

, Mr. A. 439

Adamson, Lieut. J. 174

Allen, Mr. J. 86

—, Capt. J. 173

—, Mr. S. 349

, Lieut. D. 438

Alexander, Mr. 175

Anderson, R. 518

Anderson, Mr. J. 349

Andoe, Lieut. K. 518

Andrews, Mr. T. 349

Ansell, Lieut. H. 174

Anthony, Lieut. M. 173.348

Aplin, Lieut. C. D. 86

—, Mr. S. T. 175

—, Lieut. J. G. 438

Arabin, Lieut. S. 263

Arbuthnot, the IIon. J. 518

Arbuthnot, Lieut. A. 348

Archer, Lieut. T. 174

Arnott, Mr. J. 87

Atchison, Lieut. B. 173

Aasten, Capt. 517

Austin, Mr. R. 439

Babb, Lieut. S.348

Babington, Lieut. J. B. 349.

438

Bagshot, Lieut. E. 348

Bailey, Lieut. H. W. 438

Bailey, S 5.18

Baker, Lieut. J. W. 86

, Lieut. T. 174

—-, Capt. H. E. R. 348

Baikie, Lieut. I. 518

Balgonie, Capt. Lord, 86

Ballard, Capt. 848

Bolton, Mr. T. 175

Barber, Lieut. D. 433

Barclay, Lieut. R. H. 86

Barker, Mr. H. H. 87

, Capt. H. E. R. 343

Barr, Mr. W. 439

Barr, W. 519
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arkman, Mr. J. 87. 263.

349 ºf

Warren, Capt. F. 86, he

Warsley, Lieut. F. 518 ºr

Waters, G. A. 518 ºn

Watsou, Lieut. E. B. 518;

Watts, Lieut. W. B. 463

Weatherhead, J. 518 º,
Webb, Capt. W. 263

*** * * ** * *



INDEx.

Weddle, Lieut. S. R. 349

West, Mr. R. W. 263. 349

—, Capt. 348

—, Lieut. W. W. 438

Westphall, Lieut. G. A. 86

White, Lieut. J. R. 86

Willes, Lieut. G. W. 518

Williams, Mr. J. 86

, Lieut. H.M. 349

, Lieut. A. L. 349

, Sir T. 517

ARROW, 264

Bromley, 349

Buckle, 264

Butterfield, 519

Franklyn, 439

Gardner, 264

Gore, 264

ITKEN, Mr. 519

Bashford, Capt. 87

Bennett, C. C. Esq. 440

Cadogan, the Hon. Capt. G.

550

Dacres, Capt. 440

Fanshawe, Capt. 439

Farquhar, J. Esq. 175

Fisher, Lieut, 519

, Capt. 519

Frodsham, Capt. 519

Ferrit, Hon. W. 350

ARKER, Lieut. 352

Basden, Mrs. 352

Bass, Capt. 176

Boys, Capt. C. W. 88

Booth, W. Esq. 352

Bover, Miss, 88

Bowen, G. Esq. 520

Budd, Mr. B. 440

Cameron, Capt. 176

Chamberlayne, C. Esq. 440

Claypitt, Mr. 352 -

Coleman, Esq. J. G. 352

Collingwood, Lord, 350

Collier, Lieut. 520

Conn, Capt. 520

Cormick, W. M'Carthy, 88

Cracraft, Capt. 264

Cracroft, Capt. 520

Cropley, Lieut. 440

Curtis, Capt. H. 352

Cuthbert, Lieut. J. 440

I)acres, Vice-admiral, 88

Dixon, Mrs. 352

Donnelly, A. 352

JDrane, Lieut, $52

Drummond, C. Esq. 352

Dundas, Mrs. C. 175

Easton, Lieut. 520

Ellis, Lieut. F. 440

Fliison, Miss D. 352

I 74.263 -

Willoughby, Capt. 348

Wilson, Lieut. H.J. 438

Winstone, Lieut. G. C. 86

Wingrave, Lieut. J. 438

Wiseman, Sir W. S. 438

Wittenoom, Lieut. H. 349

Woodthorpe, R. 518

Wright, Dr. 349

- BIRTHS.

Halkett, 519

Hamilton, 264

Johnstone, 264

Keith, 87

Lossack, 175

Malbon, 87

MARRIAGES.

Fuller, Lieut. 440

Gray, F. E. Esq.87

Gullet, J. Esq. 264

Harwood, Capt. 87

Hill, Capt. W. 439

Hire, G. A. Esq. 440

Jenkins, Lieut. W. 439

Parker, Capt. W. 519

Lambert, Lieut. J. 175

Lewis, Mr. E. 519

Lock, Mr. J. 350

Long, W. Esq. 175

OBITUARY,

Elliot, Lieut. 264

Fielding, Lieut. 88.

Freeman, Mr. 352

Goodwin. Lieut, 88

Graves, Miss, 352

Gray, Esq. W. 352

#. Miss, 520

Hart, Mr. P. 88

Halfpenny, Mr. W. 88

Haggarth, W. Esq. 352

Hooker, Mr. J. 176

IIughes, Capt. R. 350

Hunter, Lieut. W. 176

Inman, Mr. 176

Irwin, G. 440

Isham, Mr. J. E. 88

Jarmain, Mrs. 88

Jenkins, Lieut. 176

Kent, J. 176

Kidd, Mr. S. 520

Lecale, Lord, 264

Lee, Mrs. 519

Lever, J. 352

Lewin, R. Esq. 176

Lynn, Capt F. 440

Mac Ballain, Mr. 440

Macleod, Lieut. R. 440

Malin, T. Esq. 175

Monteith, Major, 520

Williamson, Lieut. N. 86.

Woodriffe, Lieut. R. M. 174

, Mr. R. 849

- , Lieut. W. E. 518

Yeo, Capt. J. Lºd?

, Sir J. L. 517

Yorke, the Right Hon.C. 437

—, Sir J. S. 517

Young, Lieut. R. B. 174

, Lieut. G. 174. 548

, Lieut. A. 348. 519

, J. 518 .

Zimmerman, Mr. G. 175

M'Kinley, 519

Money, 349

Paget, 175

Paterson, 439

Scott, 175

Woolley, 439

Manby, Capt. T. 350

Maughan, Capt. J. 440

M'Farlane, W. 519

Miller, Lieut. 519

Mounier, Lieut. 350

Parker, Capt. W. 519

Pelbit, Lieut. 175

Platt, Capt,264

Pryan, Dr. 350

Robinson, P.T. Esq. 489

Salter, Mr. 175

Spier, Mr. 440 .

Murphy, Mr. 88.

Murphy, Mr. P. 176

Nagle, Mr.88

Pancass, Mr. 176

Patey, Miss, 88

Pengelly, Capt. 520

Price, Capt. J. 88

Pritchard, Mr. W. 520

Ranet, Mr. M. G. 520

Roberts, J. Esq. 352

Robb, Miss J. 176

Rose, Mrs. 88, 176,264

Savage, Mrs. 264

Shortland, Capt. J. 264

Simpson, Capt. §. 440

Skinner, Capt. F. O. G. 520

Snaith, Capt. F. 83

Stackpoole, Miss M. 440

Stanhope, Lady, 176

Tonyn, Capt. P. 264

Watson, Capt. 88

Wells, T. G. Esq. 520

Welch, Capt. 176

Wood, Mr.S. 520

White, Capt. C. 520

Whitby, Mrs. 88 .

Whittman, Capt.J. 440

Wilson, H. Esq. 440

Wynter, Capt. D. 440

Morrice, Capt. R. 520

*ruited by Joyce Gold, Slive Lane, London.

Young, Mr. W. 88
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